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Book of Esther Commentary Introduction

Introduction

* See the Introduction to the Post-Exilic Historical Books | The Kingdom of Persia.

* The setting for the Book of Esther is the palace of Susa, or Shushan, in Elam. Susa was one of the three
capitals of the Persian Empire. Like the books of Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, it provides a glimpse into
the history of the Jews in Babylon and Persia from the perspective of a person of influence in the royal
palace and an expert in its customs and practices.

* The name Esther is said to be of ancient Indian origin, meaning "young lady," and passed into Persian
to mean (star), and she appears to have taken this name after being chosen queen. Her Hebrew name is
Hadassah, the name of the beautiful myrtle tree. It may have become a custom among Jews since the
days of the Exile to have two names, one Jewish and one Gentile, such as John/Mark, Saul/Paul, and
Jesus/Justus.

* Esther is likely to have been from the tribe of Benjamin, born in the land of captivity, and adopted by
her cousin Mordecai, who raised her in the city of Shushan, the capital of Persia.

* There are two opinions about the author of this book. The Talmud states that the author of this book
is the Great Synod headed by Ezra. St. Augustine believes that it was written by Ezra the scribe. In
contrast, many fathers prefer what Josephus, the Jewish historian, suggested it was written by Mordecai
himself. Among these fathers is St. Clement of Alexandria. What confirms the latter view that the author
of the book is Mordecai himself is the verse (Esther 9: 20), which states that Mordecai wrote these
things and sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.
There is another proof in this book, which does not mention the name of God because its author did not
prefer to challenge the feelings of the king and his entourage or that the book was written during a
period when it was dangerous to mention the name of the Lord (Daniel 6: 7-17). From (Esther 2: 10) we
find that the news was recorded in government records, and most likely, the writer of the book obtained
his information from government records, i.e. from the documents of the Persian palace, and these
records do not mention the name of God. The writer is clearly a Jew who lived in Persia and has
complete knowledge of the king's advisors' names and the royal palace's details. He also used Persian
words and wrote precisely about the details of the furnishings of the palace in Shushan, as he saw the
palace himself and recorded these precise matters (This palace was destroyed by fire forty years after
the king's assassination, i.e. in 425 BC.) These matters indicate that the book's writer is Mordecai, whom
King Ahasuerus appointed as his prime minister and who wrote and distributed these matters. As an
official, he avoided mentioning the name of God so as not to stir up his enemies against him. If Ezra had
been the writer of the book, he would not have hesitated to mention the name of God in the book while
writing in Jerusalem. However, even if the name of God is not mentioned in the Book of Esther, it is clear
that the writer is explaining and the events speak that the finger of God was moving the events to save
His people.
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* The book speaks that God moves things to save His people and testifies to God's care for his children
and that God even turns the evils of their enemies against them into salvation and glory for them.
Examples of God's care for them in the events:

1. Choosing a poor girl to become queen, then this queen saves her people.

2. The king presents the golden rod to Esther when she enters, and he does not harm her but instead
accepts her requests.

3. Mordecai discovers a plot against the king's life, reveals it to the king, and saves his life.

4. The king's anxiety and the loss of sleep from his eyes... etc. This is not a coincidence, but we see God's
hand behind the events, "For all things work together for good to those who love God."

5. The king's heart changed. After being a friend to Haman, he turned against him and became a friend
to God's people. This is what the wise man said: "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord like a river of
water; He turns it wherever He wills" (Proverbs 21:1).

The Persian king in the Book of Esther

He was Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 486-465 BC. History mentions that this king had a wife named Amestris,
whom Herodotus referred to as a queen in 479 BC, in the seventh year of his reign. This king was
characterized by a sharp temper, fickle desires, and lewd behaviour, which matches the descriptions
mentioned in the Book of Esther.

But how do we reconcile history, which mentions that this king's wife was Amestris, with what the Book
of Esther mentions that his wife's name was Vashti, and that he left her to marry Esther? Many scholars
believe that the word Vashti is not the queen's name but a title specific to her because of her
outstanding beauty and the king's attachment to her. Perhaps the queen's real name remains Amestris,
while Vashti is just a title. The deposition of Queen Vashti was for a temporary period during which
Esther reigned (to carry out God's plan for the salvation of His people). Perhaps Esther died after this,
and the king restored his wife Amestris (Vashti) to her kingdom afterwards, especially since he loved her
very much, meaning that her deposition was temporary. Esther also reigned temporarily to carry out a
divine plan. The fact that history mentions Amestris as a queen does not negate the existence of
another queen. Especially since Vashti left the kingdom in the third year of the king (Esther 1: 3) before
he went to war with Greece and Esther became queen after his return in the seventh year (Esther 2: 16)
and we understand from the book that she remained queen until the twelfth year of his reign (Esther 3:
7). The book does not mention what happened during the last eight years of Ahasuerus' reign, so
perhaps Vashti returned to the kingdom as we mentioned after Esther fulfilled her mission. The fact that
historians record that Amestris was queen until the seventh year is because Esther did not reign until
the seventh year. Vashti (Ameestris) was not expelled from the palace, but the king refused to make her
queen. The king had a house for women (his wives and concubines), one of whom would be queen. It is
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not reasonable that when the king refused Vashti, he would expel her from the palace so that someone
else could marry her, but she remained in the palace.

* The problem raised by Bible critics is that God's name is not mentioned in the book at all, nor is any
prayer or application of Jewish law mentioned in it. The response to that, as we said, is that the writer of
the book cannot be a non-believer in God. Rather, whoever reads the book increases his faith in God
and His care for His people, even when they are in the land of captivity, refusing to return to Jerusalem.
But because the writer takes from official papers and distributes what he wrote to all the Jews
throughout the kingdom, and he himself, the writer, has an official status, the writing took on an official
form so as not to conflict with the general policy of the Persian state at that time. But there is a spiritual
explanation for that, that God intended for His name not to be mentioned in this book as a declaration
of His anger at the behaviour of His people who preferred to remain in the land of captivity, preferring
to care for their own interests and trade rather than going to Jerusalem and the temple, so it is as if He
is hiding His face from them. But He still cares for them and intervenes for their salvation, even if they
are in the land of captivity. In the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we see God's care for His people who
returned to Jerusalem. In the book of Esther, we see God's care for His people in the land of captivity,
but we notice God's complete dissatisfaction with their remaining in the land of captivity. In the land of
captivity, they cannot proclaim God's name and praise God (Psalm 137: 4, 5), so God's name is not
mentioned here.

* Objections to the legitimacy of the book

In addition to the above objections, i.e. not mentioning the name of God in the book and the historical
objection that the name of Ahasuerus' wife is Amestris, there are other objections:

1. How did the king not know Esther's ethnicity? The answer is simple: such a king does not care about
the woman's nationality but rather her beauty. She was born in the land of captivity and speaks the
Persian language fluently.

2. How could an order be issued to exterminate the Jews to be implemented after 11 months? Haman
intended for the strike to be directed at the Jews in the entire kingdom at the same time, and because
the kingdom was vast and the means of transportation were not fast, he asked the soothsayers to set a
date for him when the order to exterminate would have reached all parts of the kingdom and the
enemies of the Jews would have prepared to exterminate them.

3. Where would Haman get 10,000 talents of silver to give to the king? This amount represents about
two-thirds of the revenue of the Persian kingdom in a year!! The answer is that Haman hoped to seize
the property of the Jews and collect their wealth so he would become wealthy and present this amount
to the emperor to compensate him for his losses in his war against Greece.
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Legitimate Evidence of the Book

1. The book refers to the dates of events and supports them with clear dates according to the Persian
calendar (Esther 2: 23 + 6: 1 + 10: 2), as they are real events and not symbolic stories, as some imagine.

2. The book provides us with an accurate and vivid description of Persian customs and the conditions
prevailing in Susa (Esther 1: 5,10,14 + 2: 9,21,23 +3:7,12,13 +4: 6,11 + 5: 4 + 8: 8).

3. The descriptions of the king in the book match what is known about the morals of King Ahasuerus. His
feast in the third year of his reign coincides historically with his preparation for war against Greece, as it
was the custom of the Persian kings to make such decisions during feasts and debauchery, as stated in
Herodotus's history. Then, when he returned in the spring of the seventh year of his reign from his
campaign against Greece, he held the feast for Esther.

4. The book provides us with an acceptable explanation for the origin of the Purim festival, which was
practiced in the time of Josephus throughout the known world at that time. This festival was known in
the days of the Maccabees in 160 BC (2 Maccabees 15: 36) and was called the Feast of Mordecai. If the
Purim festival is an undeniable fact, what is the secret of its origin?

5. The book narrates the story's events with great accuracy, showing all the surrounding circumstances
and mentioning the names of the men of the Persian court and its princes (Esther 1: 10,14), so it is a real
story and not symbolic.

6. Recently, Persian inscriptions were discovered, and the name of Mordecai was mentioned as one of
the men of the Persian court during the reign of Xerxes, which supports the historicity of the book.

7. Both Jews and Christians accept the book as a canonical book throughout the ages.
8. The book testifies to God's care and glorifies God, who cares for his people everywhere.

King Ahasuerus held two banquets, the first before his war with Greece to plan the war against Greece,
in which he requested that Queen Vashti come, but Vashti refused to attend, so the king rejected her
from the kingdom. The second banquet was to celebrate Esther, and it was after the king returned from
the war with Greece and was defeated in it, and he returned to live in debauchery and forget the
exhaustion of the war and its losses (see 3:1 + 18:2).

The book can be understood or interpreted in two ways
First, the historical interpretation

We see the king as a reckless king who gives his ring to a corrupt person like Haman, and Haman takes
advantage of this to implement his evil advice while the king is immersed in his wine, seeking his
pleasures and not caring about the suffering of his people. He has no problem signing a decision to
exterminate an entire people; he promises Esther that she will ask for anything; he will give her even
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half the kingdom because he is happy with her and her beauty. On the other hand, we see God's
amazing hand directing the course of events; he is there in Jerusalem with Ezra and Nehemiah,
supporting them on the journey of the people to Jerusalem and protecting them on the way. He
supports Ezra in compiling the Holy Book and setting laws for the people, educating them, and
reforming their religious conditions so that they become holy people for the Lord. He supports
Nehemiah in building the walls to protect His people, rebuilding Jerusalem, and supporting Zerubbabel
and Joshua before in building the temple and leading the first march of those returning from captivity.
We see him in Babylon or Persia, supporting His people and protecting them from the plots of their
enemies, such as Haman, even if he was not satisfied with their remaining in captivity.

Second: Symbolic Interpretation

The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther complement each other to present a picture of the salvation
that Christ offered to His Church, His bride. Let us see the symbolic meanings of the characters.

1. Ezra, as a priest, represents Christ, the priest who offered himself as a sacrifice to return us to the
heavenly Jerusalem.

2. Nehemiah, as a governor over the people, represents Christ, the King who ruled and reigned over His
people. He represents Christ, who humbled Himself to come down to His people in their humiliation. He
left the king's palace to go to his brothers in ruined Jerusalem, like Christ, who came to us in our world
that was ruined by sin. As a builder of the wall, Nehemiah represents Christ, who protects His people.

3. Mordecai represents Christ the King who, after saving and redeeming His people, ascended to sit at
the Father's right hand. After Mordecai saved his people from Haman's plot, the king raised him up to sit
in his palace after sitting humbly at the king's gate.

4. Esther represents the Church, the bride of Christ, whom Christ made queen. After she was without a
father and without a mother, born in the land of captivity (Ezekiel 16).

5. Vashti represents the rejected Jewish people so the Church could become the bride of Christ (Romans
12: 11-15).

6. Haman, with his plot against God's people, became an example of Satan, who has been a killer of
people since the beginning. Satan, with his hatred and deception of man, is the cause of death for man,
but Christ came to save us. All of Haman's plots against Mordecai, and the plots of the Ammonites,
Moabites, and others against God's people, and against Zerubbabel in building the temple, and against
Nehemiah in building the wall, and all of the resistance against the people of God, are nothing but an
image of Satan's constant resistance to the Church, and the resistance of the Jews and even the whole
world after that to Christ and His Church. Rather, it is an image of Satan's resistance at all times and all
places to the Church of God. But let us note that God turns all of these plots to the benefit of His Church,
and these plots are turned to become against the enemies of God's people. The cross that Haman
prepared for Mordecai to be crucified on, Haman was crucified on it, and the cross that Satan prepared
for Christ became the mark that burned Satan throughout the ages. Therefore, we hear in the Psalm,
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"Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, And
the rulers take counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 "Let us break Their
bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us." 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord
shall hold them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep
displeasure:" (Psalm 2: 1-5). And why does God laugh and mock them? Because He knows how to turn
everything they do to the glory of His name and the good of His children.

7. Nehemiah and Ezra + Zerubbabel and Joshua: They represent Christ the King and Christ the Priest =
who establishes and founds His Church, builds its walls, and returns it from the land of captivity after it
was ruined. We note that the prophecy of Haggai and Zechariah, who were prophets after the captivity,
was about building the temple of God, and Christ is the One who established the temple of His body, i.e.
His Church and purified and sanctified it as Nehemiah purified the temple.

8. The three banquets: The first banquet of Ahasuerus represents the joy of this passing world, Esther's
banquet for the king represents the banquet of the cross that destroyed the devil (Haman), and the
banquet of Purim represents the joyful banquet of the general resurrection.

Haman's plot to destroy and kill the whole people was a symbol of Satan's plot and plan to destroy
Adam and his descendants. Man actually fell under the sentence of death. Just as there was great
mourning among the Jews because Haman decided to destroy them, the whole human race became in
great sorrow because of their sinful state and because they were delivered up to futility (Romans 5: 12 +
8: 20). The sufferings of the Jews because of Haman's plot were a light image of death into which we fell
by Satan's deception, so that we all without exception became under the sentence of death. Everyone
who looks at himself and at the evil nature into which he fell makes great mourning and weeps day and
night. Haman prepared a cross to crucify Mordecai, thinking that by doing so, he would expose and
destroy him, but the sentence of death and shame returned to him, and so Satan prepared a cross to
crucify the Lord of Glory and rejoiced in it. But just as the cross that Haman prepared for Mordecai was a
reason for Mordecai to enter the king's palace and be glorified, thus, the cross of Christ became a defeat
and terror for Satan, and glory for Christ and His Church and a sign of strength, blessing, pride and
victory for us (Colossians 2: 14, 15). And just as the weeping of the Jews turned into joy, so through the
cross of the Lord of glory, the world's sorrows turned into joy and glory.

The continuation of the book in the Septuagint

The Septuagint translation included a continuation of the book that was not mentioned in the Hebrew
text, most of which were texts of prayers, letters and dreams. Saint Jerome made it an appendix at the
end of the book in his Latin translation.

The continuation of the book in the second canonical books

Most of these chapters are prayers, letters and dreams. There is the dream of Mordecai (Chapter 11),
the conspiracy against the king (Chapter 12), the royal decree against the Jews (Chapter 13), the prayer
of Mordecai (Chapter 13), the prayer of Esther (Chapter 14), Mordecai's request from Esther (Chapter
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15), Esther's request from Ahasuerus (Chapter 15) and the royal decree in favour of the Jews (Chapter
16).

¢ The 1°* Canonical Books of the Holy Bible includes the Book of Esther until chapter ten, verse (4).
¢ The second canonical books begin from verse (Esther 10: 5 until the end of chapter sixteen.

¢ These deleted parts include mention of Mordecai's dream and the text of the king's letter that the
book of Esther referred to in (Esther 3: 14) but did not include its text. In this letter, the king gives
Haman, the enemy of God's people, the authority to destroy the people. Here, we find the text of
Mordecai's prayer mentioned in (Esther 4: 17) without the text being mentioned. In chapter (14) we find
the text of Esther's prayer, which the Beirut version did not mention. The next chapter includes how the
queen saved her people. In chapter sixteen, we find the text of the letter referred to in (Esther 8: 13), in
which the king exposes Haman's lies, deception, conspiracy, and the failure of his plots.

¢ The parts that were deleted from the book that we are dealing with were originally included in the
Book of Esther, but for various reasons, they were collected and placed at the end of the book. Perhaps
the reason for the existence of these parts separately is that the Jews separated them from the original
book because the separated parts, or as it is called the continuation of the book, are parts in which the
name of God is mentioned frequently. This was because the Feast of Purim had turned into noisy parties
for the Jews and the pagans with them. That is why the Arabs called it the Feast of Immorality. The book
was used and read on this holiday, so out of respect for the name of God, they separated the parts that
contained the name of God. There is another reason that led Mordecai, when he wrote the book, to
publish the parts that did not include the name of God so as not to provoke the Persians at the time.
Mordecai was quoting from official papers in the king's palace that did not mention the name of God
and added the rest later.

Quotes used in the church liturgy:

1. (Esther 13: 15-17) "And now, O Lord, O king, O God of Abraham, have mercy on thy people, because
our enemies resolve to destroy us, and extinguish thy inheritance. Despise not thy portion, which thou
hast redeemed for thyself out of Egypt. Hear my supplication, and be merciful to thy lot and inheritance,
and turn our mourning into joy, that we may live and praise thy name, O Lord, and shut not the mouths
of them that sing to thee." This is used by the Church in the blessing that the priest says at the end of
the communal prayers in the Old and New Testaments "Lord save Your people, bless Your inheritance,
pasture them and raise them up forever."

2. (Esther 14: 19) "O God, who art mighty above all, hear the voice of them, that have no other hope,
and deliver us from the hand of the wicked, and deliver me from my fear." The Church uses this in the
litany of the sick "the hope of those who have no hope and the help of those who have no helper; the
comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.".
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Chapter 1

(Verse 1): Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned over one
hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia),

Ahasuerus: Xerxes, King of Persia (486-465 BC), son of Darius Hystaspes and his wife Atossa daughter of
Cyrus, who crushed a violent revolt in Egypt, and the kingdom of Media and Persia grew in his days,
extending from India to Kush, that is, to Nubia and Kordofan in southern Egypt, and even to northern
Ethiopia and Egypt itself. His kingdom included 127 provinces. The kingdom was divided into provinces
for ease of rule and administration. Daniel mentioned that there was 120 provinces ruled by 120
satraps, so we understand that the kingdom had expanded from the days of Cyrus until the days of King
Xerxes. Xerxes launched a war against Greece in 481, and in the following year, his large fleet was
destroyed at the Battle of Salamis, and his army suffered heavy defeats. He returned to Persia in 478.

The rest of his reign was characterized by nothing but debauchery and bloodshed. He was killed in the
year 465. The name Ahasuerus is a Roman pronunciation, and in Greek, it is Xerxes Z€ép&nc. In Persian, it
is Ardashir.

(Verses 2=10): in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in
Shushan the citadel, 3 that in the third year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and
servants—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being before
him— 4 when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his excellent majesty
for many days, one hundred and eighty days in all. 5 And when these days were completed, the king
made a feast lasting seven days for all the people who were present in Shushan the citadel, from great
to small, in the court of the garden of the king's palace. 6 There were white and blue linen curtains
fastened with cords of fine linen and purple on silver rods and marble pillars; and the couches were of
gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and white and black marble. 7 And they
served drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being different from the other, with royal wine in
abundance, according to the generosity of the king. 8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not
compulsory; for so the king had ordered all the officers of his household, that they should do
according to each man's pleasure. 9 Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women in the royal palace
which belonged to King Ahasuerus. 10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs
who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus,

The king wanted to show the richness of his kingdom's glory and the majesty of his greatness, so he
made two great feasts:

The first lasted for 180 days and was dedicated to the leaders. The second was for 7 days and was
dedicated to all the people, from the great to the small. It is said that the Persians used to make their
important decisions at such banquets. Perhaps these banquets were to prepare a plan for war against
Greece. The first banquet for the leaders was held in Shushan, the palace, the capital of Elam and the
winter capital of the Persian kings. This banquet was apparently held inside the palace. The second was
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held in the palace garden, where pavilions were set up in white, green and lilac fabrics, which are the
royal colors of Persia. The description of the magnificence of the palace indicates that the writer saw
what he was describing with his own eyes. alabaster= a white, sparkling stone. At the same time that
the king held this banquet, the queen also held a banquet for the women. There was a Persian custom
that each person was required to drink a certain amount of wine at these banquets, but these banquets
of Ahasuerus were distinguished by the fact that the drinking was not compulsory = that is, he left the
freedom for each person to drink whatever he wanted. in the court of the garden of the king's palace=
the gardens surrounding the palace.

(Verses 11-12): to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing her royal crown, in order to show her
beauty to the people and the officials, for she was beautiful to behold. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to
come at the king's command brought by his eunuchs; therefore the king was furious, and his anger
burned within him.

We notice the mention of names here, which indicates that the writer is aware of what is happening in
the palace or has read the government records. Here, we find that the king's heart was filled with wine,
so he lost his balance, and in his drunkenness, he asked his seven eunuchs to bring the queen so that he
could show her beauty to the princes and the people. Let us see what wine does; this king, who had 127
states under his rule, could not control his desires. His mind was subject to his desires and his will to his
whims, so he asked that his wife come among the drunkards so that they could see her beauty. This
results from the world's happiness, that is, being immersed in drunkenness and desires, that joys turn
into sorrow. This is the opposite of God's spiritual joy, for He can dominate the heart while the world's
sorrows surround the person only from outside. It is a joy that cannot be taken away no matter what the
pains from outside are (John 16: 20-22). What happened was that the Queen Vashti refused = she
preferred to preserve her dignity, as what the king asked for in his drunkenness was not right, and she
exposed herself to being killed because she cared about her dignity. What Vashti did is a lesson to our
daughters not to expose their beauty before people. therefore the king was furious = his joy turned into
intense anger and sadness. This king, who was subject to his lusts, also submitted to his lust for revenge
on his wife, and he later regretted his actions, but it was too late. Therefore, we hear in (Esther 2: 1) that
he remembered Vashti and remembered that he had lost his family's happiness. Let us consider that it
was truly unfitting of Vashti's dignity to come to be seen by drunkards, but certainly, her dignity would
not have been shaken, rather the dignity of the king. But let us see how God brings sweetness out of the
strong. From the midst of these wild parties, and a king who was ruled only by his lusts, and the wife's
refusal of her husband's orders, and the husband's anger and his desire for revenge, then with God's
hand, He turned all of this for the good of His people. He turned all of this for good, Esther replaced
Vashti, and all of this turned to be for the good of God's people so that God would deliver His people
from the evil of Haman.

Contemplation:

Vashti, the king's beautiful wife inside the women's house, should not be displayed before people. She
represents the virtues of man and his righteous deeds. Man should not reveal them to others, but they
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belong to the Bridegroom of the soul, Jesus. "do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing" (Matthew 6: 3).

(Verses 13-22): Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times (for this was the king's
manner toward all who knew law and justice, 14 those closest to him being Carshena, Shethar,
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who had
access to the king's presence, and who ranked highest in the kingdom): 15 "What shall we do to
Queen Vashti, according to law, because she did not obey the command of King Ahasuerus brought to
her by the eunuchs?" 16 And Memucan answered before the king and the princes: "Queen Vashti has
not only wronged the king, but also all the princes, and all the people who are in all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen's behavior will become known to all women, so that they will
despise their husbands in their eyes, when they report, 'King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to
be brought in before him, but she did not come.' 18 This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media
will say to all the king's officials that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus there will be
excessive contempt and wrath. 19 If it pleases the king, let a royal decree go out from him, and let it
be recorded in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not be altered, that Vashti shall
come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better
than she. 20 When the king's decree which he will make is proclaimed throughout all his empire (for it
is great), all wives will honor their husbands, both great and small." 21 And the reply pleased the king
and the princes, and the king did according to the word of Memucan. 22 Then he sent letters to all the
king's provinces, to each province in its own script, and to every people in their own language, that
each man should be master in his own house, and speak in the language of his own people.

the wise men who understood the times : were probably magicians, fortune tellers, and those who
knew the tradition and the law. Here, we find that Memucan, the king's advisor, gives advice that has
two possible meanings:

First:

There may have been a dispute between the queen and Memucan, so Memucan exaggerated the
matter. He considered what Vashti did an insult not only to the king and the princes but also to all the
kingdom's men, as the women would hear what happened and despise their men. Here, we find that
Memucan imagines that the laws are what support the man and give him awe in the eyes of his wife,
while love and sacrifice alone give the man awe in the eyes of his wife, so she obeys him and loves him
(Ephesians 5: 25, 33). But we see Memucan's corrupt advice that the kingdom should be taken away
from the queen and given to one better than her: that Vashti shall come no more before King
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. He saw that in
Vashti's actions, there was a violation of the law of nature and the law of the family. It is corrupt advice
due either to Memucan's hatred of the queen or to the nature and values of this corrupt age, drowned
in its wine and lusts, in which men imagine that they rule over their wives by laws.

Second:
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Memucan knew the nature of the king's psychology and character, and he wanted to please the king by
making the king hear what the king wanted, even if it was contrary to justice. Rather, he gave his
decision a social explanation: to preserve the man's prestige in his family, justify his behaviour, and
show that the king's decision had wisdom. Rather, he made the king's anger appear as if it were a public
duty, and this is the evil advice of an evil friend or a cowardly friend.

Eunuchs: It does not literally mean "eunuch," but rather, it is a title for those in charge of royal affairs.
the seven princes of Persia are the men entrusted with royal affairs and have the privilege of serving the
king. the noble ladies of Persia = meaning the princesses. that each man should be master in his own
house, and speak in the language of his own people = meaning if a man married a woman of another
race, the house would be obligated to speak the language of the man, not the woman.

In verse (13) for this was the king's manner toward all who knew law and justice = meaning: Because
this was the king's custom to consult with the wise and experts in the laws before making a decision.
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Chapter 2

(Verses 1-4): After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided, he remembered Vashti,
what she had done, and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king's servants who attended
him said: "Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king; 3 and let the king appoint officers in all
the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins to Shushan the
citadel, into the women's quarters, under the custody of Hegai the king's eunuch, custodian of the
women. And let beauty preparations be given them. 4 Then let the young woman who pleases the
king be queen instead of Vashti." This thing pleased the king, and he did so.

After these things: It may mean after the events of the first chapter ended or after the king returned
from his war with Greece. he remembered Vashti= because of his love for her. But according to the laws
of Persia, he could not bring her back because the sealed decisions issued by the king cannot be
reversed = what had been decreed against her. Even though he loved her, he could not bring her back.
And so what he lost in his wine and drunkenness, he could not fix again. Then the king's servants who
attended him said= they were afraid that the king would take revenge on them because they were the
ones who advised to dismiss Vashti. They also knew the king's love for debauchery, so they quenched his
longing for Vashti by offering him beautiful girls, and then he chose according to his desire. It was
customary for the king to choose his wife from among the girls of the leaders. However, since the king's
men feared that the king would think they had pushed him to dismiss Vashti for personal gain, they tried
to show their good intentions by having the king choose the beautiful girl from any region or race. Note
that all the events come together to fulfill God's plan to exalt the lowly, that is, Esther, to sit on the
kingdom's throne. It is also said that the king's servants were concerned with providing a substitute, that
is, a substitute for Vashti, so that Vashti would not return and take revenge on them. the women's
quarters= the house in which the king's wives and concubines lived. One of them would be raised to be
the queen, and the rest of the women would submit to her. Let us note that man is never satisfied with
the water of this world, so how could the king leave the affairs of his kingdom to care for this number of
women? beauty preparations = The skin is rubbed with scented oils for a year to treat the skin from any
diseases and to give the skin freshness and health.

(Verse 5): In Shushan the citadel there was a certain Jew whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite.

Mordecai: He is the hidden hero in Esther's story. He was faithful in his upbringing and guidance of her.
He was also faithful in his work for the foreign king, saving the king's life from an evil plot. Furthermore,
He was characterized by his deep spiritual behavior, filled with faith and trust in God's work.

(Verse 6): Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with
Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.

Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah
king of Judah: The captivity of Jeconiah was in 596 BC. The events of this chapter are most likely in 478
BC. It is not reasonable that Mordecai was the one who was taken captive with Jehoiachin (Jeconiah),
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but rather his grandfather or father, Kish or Shimei. However, the Jewish tradition says that Shimei was
the one who insulted King David. And that Kish was the father of King Saul. And that Mordecai was from
the lineage of Kish, the father of King Saul. And the book omitted all the names between Mordecai and
Kish to show only that Mordecai was from the lineage of Kish, the father of Saul. If this is true, and if we
know that Haman, the enemy of the Jews, is an Agagite, that is, from the lineage of the Amalekite king
Agag. It would be from the lineage of Agag (whom Saul kept alive against God's will) that someone came
who wanted to destroy the lineage of Saul (Mordecai) and even the entire Jewish people. Thus, anyone
who neglects a small sin can be destroyed by that small sin. We should not take sin lightly, as Satan may
take advantage of our negligence and make us fall into it.

(Verse 7): And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter, for she had
neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother
died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

for she had neither father nor mother: This is the characteristic of the Church that Christ took as His
bride (Ezekiel 16). The young woman was lovely and beautiful = our heavenly bridegroom sees in us a
beauty that He poured upon us (Song of Solomon 1: 5). So symbolically, Esther refers to the New
Testament church, the bride of Christ.

(Verses 8-9): So it was, when the king's command and decree were heard, and when many young
women were gathered at Shushan the citadel, under the custody of Hegai, that Esther also was taken
to the king's palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women. 9 Now the young woman
pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty preparations to her, besides her
allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for her from the king's palace, and he
moved her and her maidservants to the best place in the house of the women.

(Verse 10): Esther had not revealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her not to reveal
it.

Esther had not revealed her people or family: They are a small, humiliated and captive people. We
notice that Mordecai did not ask her to lie but to hide the truth about her race, which was her right. She
mentioned that she was born in Persia and was an orphan; perhaps they thought she was Persian. All
the events combine to create salvation, so even this small incident had a great role in the story.

(Verse 11): And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women's quarters, to learn of
Esther's welfare and what was happening to her.

(Verses 12-17): Each young woman's turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had completed
twelve months' preparation, according to the regulations for the women, for thus were the days of
their preparation apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and
preparations for beautifying women. 13 Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king, and she
was given whatever she desired to take with her from the women's quarters to the king's palace. 14 In
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the evening she went, and in the morning she returned to the second house of the women, to the
custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch who kept the concubines. She would not go in to the king
again unless the king delighted in her and called for her by name. 15 Now when the turn came for
Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to
the king, she requested nothing but what Hegai the king's eunuch, the custodian of the women,
advised. And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her
queen instead of Vashti.

We note that Esther became queen in the seventh year of Ahasuerus while Vashti was deposed in the
third year. During this period, the king was at war with Greece and perhaps the girls were preparing
themselves during the king's travels. After he returned, he was busy choosing one of them to become
qgueen. Each one would go to the king and choose what she would take with her, perhaps perfumes or
clothes... etc. But Esther refused all external adornments, as external adornments cover true beauty.
And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her = It is God's free grace and this is her true
treasure.

Here, we see a reckless king, and in his drunkenness, he makes a request that humiliates his wife and
even humiliates himself.

But on the other hand, we find that these verses have a symbolic interpretation:

If the king symbolizes Christ the King, Vashti symbolizes the Jewish nation, the former bride of Christ,
and Esther symbolizes His bride, the Church, Christ left the Jews to rejoice in His Church. And her
perfume with myrrh= her endurance of the cross for Him out of love for Him. Myrrh was one of the
perfumes of those days, and enduring suffering for Christ with patience have a sweet smell before God.
Myrrh also indicates that the Church is the sweet fragrance of Christ (2 Corinthians 2: 15). Therefore,
myrrh indicates suffering with its taste, and with its sweet smell, it indicates what pleases God. Thus, it
indicates that by accepting suffering during her life on earth (symbolized by six months) out of love for
her Bridegroom, the Church will have a sweet smell before her Bridegroom Christ, who endured bitter
suffering for her out of His love. Thus, she deserves to have a resurrection with Christ as Esther sat on
the throne of Ahasuerus. Whoever suffers with Christ will be glorified with him (Romans 8: 17) and will
have glory on His throne (Revelation 3: 21).

The bride had the right to gather whatever virtues she wanted (scents and perfumes) to enter the
heavenly places. But the soul that is truly filled with the grace of Christ is the one who is fit to be a
qgueen. Esther did not take anything, but she was satisfied with the grace of God, so she found favor in
the eyes of everyone. The king himself placed the crown on her head. The soul does not reign unless
Christ reigns in her. She became queen in the tenth month in the seventh year (the number 10
symbolizes the commandments that we broke, and the number 7 symbolizes perfection, for Christ,
through His redemption, became for us an atonement for our sins, a complete redemption).
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(Verse 18): Then the king made a great feast, the Feast of Esther, for all his officials and servants; and
he proclaimed a holiday in the provinces and gave gifts according to the generosity of a king.

How close this picture is to what is mentioned in the Book of Revelation (Revelation 19: 7-9).
the Feast of Esther = that is, the feast he made in joy for Esther.

(Verses 19-20): When virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai sat within the king's
gate. 20 Now Esther had not revealed her family and her people, just as Mordecai had charged her,
for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was brought up by him.

(Verses 21-23): In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king's gate, two of the king's eunuchs,
Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 So
the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in
Mordecai's name. 23 And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed, and both
were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

Perhaps these two traitors were men of Vashti and wanted to avenge their mistress. However, the
continuation of the book of Esther indicates that this story is the main reason for Haman's hatred of
Mordecai and that these two traitors are men of Haman (see the completion of Esther, chapter 12). This
is also understood from the fact that the news of Haman's hatred of Mordecai came immediately after
Mordecai revealed the plot. As for the story of Haman's distress with Mordecai because he did not bow
down, it is just a cover up.

We note that the faithful Mordecai was not rewarded directly, but what he did was written in a book.
Thus, we will not be rewarded here for every good deed, but rather, we await our reward in heaven, for
every good deed we do is recorded for us, even every cup of cold water we give to someone. We do not
want an earthly reward but rather to be crowned with the crown of eternal life and enter into the
fellowship of the glory of the Lord to live with Him face to face.
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Chapter 3

(Verses 1-2): After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him. 2 And all the
king's servants who were within the king's gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the king
had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.

Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite: From the descendants of Amalek (1 Samuel 15: 3, 9) the
king exalted him, so his heart was puffed up and he asked everyone to bow down to him and when
Mordecai refused, Haman asked to kill all the Jews, that is, the people of God. Aren't these the
characteristics of Satan whom God created beautiful and strong, so he became arrogant and fell and
asked people to bow down to him? This was even his request to Christ Himself, "All these things | will
give You if You will fall down and worship me." (Matthew 4: 9). And didn't Christ say about him that he
"He was a murderer from the beginning" (John 8: 44) Therefore, we understand that Haman symbolizes
Satan in this story and Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman for the following reasons.

1. Perhaps Haman refused to bow down to this Amalekite because the Jews despise the people of
Amalek because they are a people rejected by the Lord. This was probably the feeling of all the Jews, so
Haman asked to kill them all. His plan was to take revenge on them all. Satan cannot stand the people of
Christ because they are the kingdom of God.

2. The Jews used to bow down before their kings to honour them (2 Samuel 14: 4 + 18: 28 + 1 Kings 1:
16), and this was done by bowing down to show respect. But among the Persians, bowing down was
done by prostrating before the honoured person on the ground with hands outstretched and mouths in
dust. This was a prostration of worship, and this is what Mordecai refused.

who were within the king's gate = i.e. guards or gatekeepers of the palace. Mordecai's job was simple
and despised, but after the king raised him up, he became a symbol of Christ, who was raised to glory
after he had humbled himself. There are symbols in Mordecai's personality for Christ.

Mordecai Christ

Haman persecuted Mordecai Satan and the Jews persecuted Christ

Mordecai prayed and planned for the salvation of | Christ redeemed His people, and He intercedes
his people. for them.

Mordecai got rid of Haman's plan Christ, by His resurrection, defeated Satan and
saved His people.

As Mordecai sat in sackcloth Thus, Christ humbled Himself by taking our body.
Through Mordecai, Esther became pleasing to In Christ Jesus, the Church has become pleasing
the king. to the Father.
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Esther replaced Vashti. The Church replaced the Jews.
Mordecai asks Esther to fast. Christ asks the Church to fast and pray.
Mordecai is glorified. Jesus Christ is glorified.

(Verse 3): Then the king's servants who were within the king's gate said to Mordecai, "Why do you
transgress the king's command?"

(Verse 4): Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily and he would not listen to them, that they
told it to Haman, to see whether Mordecai's words would stand; for Mordecai had told them that he
was a Jew.

whether Mordecai's words would stand: That is, does being a Jew exempt him from obeying the king's
command?

(Verse 5): When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with
wrath.

Haman was filled with wrath: This proves Haman's extreme arrogance.

(Verse 6): But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of
Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of
Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.

(Verse 7): In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they
cast Pur (that is, the lot), before Haman to determine the day and the month, until it fell on the
twelfth month, which is the month of Adar.

they cast Pur: Pur is a Persian word meaning lottery. It is a type of divination that discovers auspicious
days. Haman was searching through fortune-tellers for the most fortunate days to ensure the success of
his plan, which was to strike all the Jews in one day and exterminate them. The lot was done by
determining the month and then the day, and fortune-tellers determined this. So, the day designated
for the extermination of the Jews was determined to be the 13th of the last month of the year. The plan
was for the day to be far away so that Haman could prepare his men throughout the kingdom so that
the strike would be final. Haman obtained an order from the king for this, and about 11 months were
remaining from the issuance of the decision until the day of its implementation. We note:

1. The length of time God allowed was for the Jews to find a way to be saved.

2. This day was a day of ill omen for Haman and for anyone who resorts to sorcerers and these devilish
methods and abandons God's true promises.

3. This incident occurred four years after Esther's coronation.
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4. The word Pur is the origin of the word for the Feast of Purim, in which the people remember God's
work in their salvation.

(Verse 8): Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain people scattered and dispersed
among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from all other
people's, and they do not keep the king's laws. Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let them
remain.

Haman's plan against the Jews was to make them have a bad reputation with the king. He portrayed
them as scattered, worthless exiles, a burden on the kingdom and causing problems in the places where
they lived. They had different customs and traditions from Persia, and their customs were harmful. They
were, therefore, dangerous to the kingdom, as they would influence the people of the kingdom with
their strange customs. This is the same plan for the enemies of the Church. This is the same thing that
the enemies of Christianity did during the days of persecution. All those who resist the Church have one
father, Satan. Haman's method here is the same as Satan's plan in presenting the facts, as he puts part
of the lie in the true story. This is what the serpent did to Eve. The Jewish people do indeed have a
different law than the pagans, but they are not among those who resist the king.

(Verse 9): If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed, and | will pay ten
thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work, to bring it into the king's
treasuries."

In order to ensure that the king would not refuse, the wicked Haman tempts him with money and
promises to pay him 10,000 talents of silver in return. Haman knows the king's greed and the many
losses he suffered in his war with the Greeks. Haman hoped that he would obtain this money from the
wealth of the dead Jews who were rich.

(Verse 10): So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.

This verse testifies to the recklessness of the king, who was probably immersed in his wine and lusts.

(Verse 11): And the king said to Haman, "The money and the people are given to you, to do with them
as seems good to you."

The money and the people are given to you: Money is passed on by inheritance from the dead to the
heir. It was as if the king gave Haman the power to kill the people and inherit them. The king's love and
trust in Haman reached this level. It was truly amazing that the king's heart changed from love and trust
in Haman to compassion for the Jews and anger at Haman, and he even killed him. But it is the hand of
God that cares for His people.

(Verses 12-13): Then the king's scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and a
decree was written according to all that Haman commanded—to the king's satraps, to the governors
who were over each province, to the officials of all people, to every province according to its script,
and to every people in their language. In the name of King Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed with
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the king's signet ring. 13 And the letters were sent by couriers into all the king's provinces, to destroy,
to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, on
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

This is considered a picture of what happened to people because of the envy of Satan, as everyone
became under the sentence of death (Romans 5: 12 + 8: 20). But this bitter sentence was turned against
Haman through Mordecai and Esther. Rather, the incident became a feast for the people of God. Thus, if
we fell under the sentence of death through Satan, then through Christ (Mordecai), Esther and her
people (the Church) enjoyed salvation and joy, and the sorrows of humanity were transformed into joys
(Colossians 2: 14-15).

(Verse 14): A copy of the document was to be issued as law in every province, being published for all
people, that they should be ready for that day.

(Verse 15): The couriers went out, hastened by the king's command; and the decree was proclaimed in
Shushan the citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was perplexed.

So the king and Haman sat down to drink: He is a truly corrupt king. After ordering the extermination of
an entire people, he sits down to drink. He made his decision without examining it, but rather handed
everything over to Haman. And because Haman feared that the king would back down and realize the
matter or that this brutal decision would move his conscience, he began to drink with the king to
distract him with his pleasures at the expense of his people.

but the city of Shushan was perplexed: It is a strange decision to kill an entire people. If it indicates
anything, it indicates that this king is mindless and his advisors have lost their minds. How can a people
be killed and their money stolen by arming their enemies to kill them? The Jews had melted into Persian
society and intermarried with them, and their interests became mixed. If a bloodbath began, even
Persian blood would flow, as the Persians had intermarried with the Jews. A lot of money would be
stolen from the Persians. In addition, when the Persians interacted with the Jews, they found them
peaceful and did not harm anyone. The people were disturbed by the orders to massacre them, and
there was sadness among the people. We cannot imagine that all the Persians were evil, without
conscience, justice, or mercy, even if they had a corrupt king like this king.
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Chapter 4

(Verse 1): When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry.

When Mordecai heard what Haman had done, he humbled himself before God. He tore his clothes as a
sign of great sorrow and put on sackcloth as a sign of his broken heart, for he knew what had happened
was his fault. But Mordecai was brave, so he did not hide. Instead, he turned to God in humility and
began to think wisely of a way to save his people. Mordecai represented the Messiah who saved his

people.
* Mordecai tore his clothes. * Christ humbled himself for us
* He put on sackcloth. * Christ wore our flesh
* He went out into the midst of the city. * Christ came into the world
* He cried out with a bitter cry. * Christ cried out on the Cross.

(Verse 2): He went as far as the front of the king's gate, for no one might enter the king's gate clothed
with sackcloth.

Mordecai did not enter the palace because of his sackcloth. Earthly kings live in their palaces, not caring
about the suffering of their people. They do not even want to see the sad. As for our heavenly King, He
came down to our humiliation to raise us to His glory.

(Verse 3): And in every province where the king's command and decree arrived, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

there was great mourning among: In it, they regretted that they had not returned to Jerusalem when
Cyrus had allowed them to do so.

and many lay in sackcloth: The life of the Jews turned into mourning everywhere the king's decision
reached. Thus, the believers prayed that they would remember the great day of the Lord and weep over
their sins.

(Verse 4): So Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her, and the queen was deeply distressed.
Then she sent garments to clothe Mordecai and take his sackcloth away from him, but he would not
accept them.
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Esther was told what Mordecai had done, and she did not know the king's decision. She heard that
Mordecai could not enter the palace because of his sackcloth, but He went as far as the front of the
king's gate (verse 2). So she sent garments to clothe Mordecai.

(Verse 5): Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend
her, and she gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to learn what and why this was.

Esther sent Hathach (who was apparently Jewish, as Mordecai told him everything) to learn what and
why, that is, what happened and why Mordecai was wearing sackcloth.

(Verses 6-10): So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square that was in front of the king's gate.
7 And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the sum of money that Haman had
promised to pay into the king's treasuries to destroy the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the
written decree for their destruction, which was given at [b]Shushan, that he might show it to Esther
and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go in to the king to make supplication to him
and plead before him for her people. 9 So Hathach returned and told Esther the words of Mordecai.
10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai:

(Verse 11): "All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that any man or
woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, he has but one law: put all
to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet | myself
have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days."

one law: That is a law that is equal for everyone. The law, that is, the law of the kingdom, was enacted
by Deioces, the first king of Media, to increase his power. After that, the Persian kings adopted it. Based
on this law, Esther was afraid to enter to the king, as he had not invited her to enter for 30 days.

(Verse 12): So they told Mordecai Esther's words.

(Verses 13-14): And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: "Do not think in your heart that you will
escape in the king's palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at
this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's
house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

Mordecai's response to Esther represents the ultimate in deep spiritual understanding and includes:-

1. He believed that salvation was coming inevitably, so his cry and his contrition were not out of despair
but out of hope.

2. Salvation will come through Esther or someone else, but it will come.

3. God has His means of providing salvation for His people, and He will not fail to find a means. But
whoever responds to God's call and is the instrument of salvation will have a crown. Esther must seize
the opportunity to have a role in the coming salvation so she does not lose her crown.
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4. God put Esther in this position so that she would have a role in the salvation of her people. And God
puts each of us in his position, in a place, and in a time so that he can serve His brothers and His church.

5. Esther must come out of the narrow circle of the ego, thinking of herself as a queen and no one will
be able to harm her because what happens to her people affects her life and the life of her father's
house. She must not fear death, for what benefit would she gain if she lived and all her people were
killed?

Mordecai's view is full of faith that God is the Master of history, and no matter what conspiracies are
being planned against His people, He can find a solution for them. Four years before Haman's plot was
completed, God allowed Esther to sit as queen to save her people, as God requires tools. Blessed is he
who submits to God's plan and works as an instrument of salvation in the vineyard of the Lord, for this is
his crown.

(Verse 15): Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai:

(Verse 16): "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in [Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink
for three days, night or day. My maids and | will fast likewise. And so | will go to the king, which is
against the law; and if | perish, | perish!"

Esther did not think in a human, temporal way. She did not care about how to adorn herself to attract
the king. Rather, she resorted to fasting and prayer and asked Mordecai and the Jews to join her, as well
as her maids. We believe that God will intervene and arrange salvation for His people, but we must
humble ourselves and be humble in fasting and prayer, and in this way, we will overcome. This fasting
and prayer is what opened the heart of the savage king to Esther. Let us know an image of his savagery:
In one of his battles, his friend Lysias asked him to spare his firstborn son and not take him to the battle,
and he presented him with five of his other brothers. So he ordered the boy to be cut in two and asked
the soldiers to walk over his body so that everyone would know his firmness and severity. However,
Esther's prayer and fasting changed this heart. Fasting for 3 days refers to accepting the pain with Christ
for 3 days in His tomb so that we may have a resurrection with Him. Note that Esther did not blame
Mordecai but prayed and fasted. Esther represents the Church, obedient to her Christ (Mordecai),
praying for her people and sacrificing herself for her children.

(Verse 17): So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him.

22



Book of Esther Commentary Chapter 5

Chapter 5

(Verses 1-4): Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the
inner court of the king's palace, across from the king's house, while the king sat on his royal throne in
the royal house, facing the entrance of the house. 2 So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther
standing in the court, that she found favor in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden
scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter. 3 And the
king said to her, "What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given to you—up
to half the kingdom!" 4 So Esther answered, "If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today
to the banquet that | have prepared for him."

on the third day: The third day of fasting, and the number (3) refers to the resurrection. Thus, we
understand that Esther's banquet refers to the cross, through which God saved His people and crucified
Satan and all his evil deeds. What happened to Haman was after this banquet, and what happened to
Satan was by the cross of the Lord, who rose from the dead. On the cross, the real Haman, that is, Satan,
perished because the one who was raised on the cross is the "resurrection" Himself. And because Esther
went to the king on the third day, she was wearing royal clothes. And wisely, she prepared a banquet for
the king to please his heart. And just as Haman went to the banquet rejoicing, feeling that it was a day of
victory for him, Satan went to the cross feeling that it was a day of victory for him. And just as this
banquet was a defeat and a downfall for Haman, so was the cross for Satan.

(Verses 5-7): Then the king said, "Bring Haman quickly, that he may do as Esther has said." So the king
and Haman went to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 6 At the banquet of wine the king said to
Esther, "What is your petition? It shall be granted you. What is your request, up to half the kingdom?
It shall be done!" 7 Then Esther answered and said, "My petition and request is this:

(Verse 8): If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition
and fulfill my request, then let the king and Haman come to the banquet which | will prepare for
them, and tomorrow | will do as the king has said."

We do not know why Esther postponed her request from the king, perhaps because she felt that he was
pleased during the banquet, so she wanted to bring more joy to his heart, or maybe she wanted to pray
so that her courage would increase, or perhaps in her wisdom she did not want to rush the request so
that the king would not feel that she was exploiting his love for her to pressure him. However, the
events after this revealed that this postponement was by divine arrangement because when Esther
postponed her request until the next day, Haman's evil had been completed, and his cup of evil was
filled by making a cross for Mordecai. On the same night, the king's sleep was taken away from him, and
he remembered that Mordecai had saved his life from death, so Mordecai's cross would be for Haman
as if Haman had lit a fire to burn himself instead of burning Mordecai, his enemy.

Now we ask who made Esther ask to postpone until tomorrow twice. The answer is wisdom from God.
Who gave her this wisdom? The answer is did she not pray and fast, for God heard and answered, "Ask,
and it will be given to you." And why did Esther ask Haman to come to her banquet? She wanted to
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complain about him to the king in a confrontational manner so that he would not have the opportunity
to plot behind her but rather to surprise him in front of the king.

(Verse 9): So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in
the king's gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before him, he was filled with indignation against
Mordecai.

This is the thinking of the arrogant person; he does not rest if he sees someone not giving him respect.
He demands respect and reverence from everyone and is never satisfied, as he sees himself deserving all
respect and reverence. This arrogant person who only thinks of himself was filled with honour at the
gueen's banquet and in his company with the king, but when he saw Mordecai and that he refused to
bow down to him, all the honour he saw was worth nothing. Thus, the arrogant person always lives
unhappy and dissatisfied because of any gesture from a person that indicates that he does not give him
full respect. Still, the real reason behind the pain that the arrogant person feels is not because he has
lost respect of someone but because he lacks the presence of God in his heart, and so is every sinner.
For Ahab, the secret of his pain was not because Naboth did not give him his vineyard but because God
is not in his heart, so he has no peace. Notice how Haman's soul was filled with pride = So Haman went
out that day joyful and with a glad heart because of the queen's invitation to him. He imagined that this
call was to glorify him, but he did not know that it was for his destruction. Every arrogant person
continues to be puffed up until he is destroyed because of the arrogant imagination of his heart. We find
Haman in his arrogance:

1. He wanted to be honoured as the king of Persia (Esther 6: 6-9), for the heart of the proud is never
satisfied.

2. He thought that the king did not speak of anyone but himself, for he only thinks of himself and
revolves around himself.

3. His mad anger at Mordecai, and even thinking of killing an entire people because of this anger.

And what is the result of pride? A tormented life without peace and the loss of his eternal life, and his
crucifixion on the cross instead of Mordecai, for he lost everything: his life, his home, his dignity, and his
eternity.

(Verse 10): Nevertheless Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and called for his
friends and his wife Zeresh.

(Verses 11-12): Then Haman told them of his great riches, the multitude of his children, everything in
which the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and servants of
the king. 12 Moreover Haman said, "Besides, Queen Esther invited no one but me to come in with the
king to the banquet that she prepared; and tomorrow | am again invited by her, along with the king.

This is another characteristic of an arrogant person; he always talks about himself.

(Verse 13): Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as | see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate."
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(Verse 14): Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Let a gallows be made, fifty cubits
high, and in the morning suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the
king to the banquet." And the thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.

In his anger, Haman could not wait for the day that the lot had drawn, but he wanted immediate
revenge on Mordecai. Therefore, he welcomed the idea of crucifying him. This is what happened with
Satan, but his plan backfired on him (Colossians 2: 14, 15). The Cross that gave us freedom, and its
symbol here is Haman's cross, is 50 cubits long, and the number 50 refers to freedom (the year of jubilee
in which slaves are set free), as by the Cross, we were set free. cubits = meaning refers to a unit of
measurement that is not necessarily the same as the unit known in the Bible, i.e. 47 %2 cm. The word
used here does not refer to that.
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Chapter 6

(Verses 1-4): That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring the book of the
records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written that
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, the doorkeepers who had
sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 Then the king said, "What honor or dignity has been
bestowed on Mordecai for this?" And the king's servants who attended him said, "Nothing has been
done for him." 4 So the king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer court
of the king's palace to suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for
him.

All things work together for the good of God's people. Let us see the amazing timing. While Esther was
preparing the banquet and it was not easy for her to attack Haman, the king's favourite, and Haman was
staying up all night preparing a huge cross for Mordecai, God was using all the events together to
achieve His plan of salvation in the most wonderful way, and we find God Himself taking away the king's
sleep. This is impossible for Esther or Mordecai to do, but we only have to pray and strive as much as we
can, and God will do what we cannot. The king asks for the Book of Records of the chronicles, hears
what Mordecai has done, and asks to reward him. Here, we mention an interpretive story from the
Jewish Targum, "Jewish tradition," as they say that the king had a dream that night that took sleep from
his eyes. He saw in his dream a man speaking to him, saying that Haman was planning to take the throne
from you and kill you and that he would come to you in the morning to ask to kill the one who saved
your life before. The man in the dream advised the king to ask Haman: "What shall be done for the man
... " So we find that the king asked who saved his life and how this person was rewarded, and then he
asked who was in the palace now, and when he knew that it was Haman, he was disturbed.

In general, this is stated in the tradition, and perhaps it interprets (verse 4), but the important thing is
that all matters were arranged in a way that no human thought can comprehend. Therefore, it is the

hand of God. It is God's response to the prayers of Mordecai and Esther and the entire people. Let us
contemplate the life and positions of the saint Mordecai:

1. He did not accept to be hypocritical to Haman in what he considered a betrayal of God, exposing
himself to His revenge due to his zealousness for God.

2. He did not ask for a reward for revealing the conspiracy against the king.

3. His wearing of sackcloth and his sadness when he knew that revenge would be on all his people.
4. His prayer, humility, tears, and wearing of sackcloth for his people.

5. His planning and instructions for Esther, he did not just pray, but he had work and struggle.

6. His belief that God will inevitably save his people through His care and planning.
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(Verse 5): The king's servants said to him, "Haman is there, standing in the court." And the king said,
"Let him comein."

Haman came early in the morning after a night he may have spent with the carpenters working on the
cross, and he came to meet the king to ask his permission to crucify Mordecai so that he could enjoy
inner peace before enjoying Esther's feast.

(Verses 6-9): So Haman came in, and the king asked him, "What shall be done for the man whom the
king delights to honor?" Now Haman thought in his heart, "Whom would the king delight to honor
more than me?" 7 And Haman answered the king, "For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8
let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and a horse on which the king has ridden, which
has a royal crest placed on its head. 9 Then let this robe and horse be delivered to the hand of one of
the king's most noble princes, that he may array the man whom the king delights to honor. Then
parade him on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before him: 'Thus shall it be done to
the man whom the king delights to honor!""

Haman, in the pride of his heart, thought that there was no man whom the king loved as he did, so he
exaggerated in honouring him greatly and did not realize that Pride goes before destruction (Proverbs
16: 18). Haman carried the spirit of Satan whom God honoured before the fall, as he was a Cherub from
the highest heavenly hosts, and in pride he wanted to steal what was God's for his account. Thus,
Haman wanted to steal the king's garment, horse, and honour.

In (verse 8) a royal crest placed on its head: The royal crown may have been intended, but it is said that
the structure of the sentence in Hebrew refers to a crown that is placed on the horse's head, indicating
that the rider is the king, it is something like the flag that is now placed on the cars of presidents.

(Verse 10): Then the king said to Haman, "Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have suggested,
and do so for Mordecai the Jew who sits within the king's gate! Leave nothing undone of all that you
have spoken."

Indeed, "He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly." God exalted the
humble Mordecai to supreme honour. As for the proud Haman, he fell to the ground. The exaltation of
Mordecai points to the glory of Christ after his humility.

(Verse 11): So Haman took the robe and the horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback
through the city square, and proclaimed before him, "Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king
delights to honor!"

(Verse 12): Afterward Mordecai went back to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house,
mourning and with his head covered.

When Mordecai was honoured in the city square and received glory that no one expected, he returned
to the king's house with his head held high. As for Haman, who everyone bowed to, he was ashamed
and returned to his house mourning and with his head covered. Covering the head for a man was a sign
of great sorrow and shame (2 Samuel 15: 30). He who does not pursue honour and rejects it, honour
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follows him, and he who pursues honour, honour flees from him. But Haman hurried to his house,
mourning and with his head covered = Here, we see the end of the soul filled with hatred, malice and
arrogance. The opposite is true, for he who is filled with love, his heart is filled with peace and joy, not
greedy for anything in this world, and this is true freedom.

Mordecai went back to the king's gate: That is, to his original work as a doorman. He is a humble man
who wants nothing. He accepted what the king ordered. He did not seek anything and quickly returned
to his work as a doorman without complaining or making any requests. He did not give himself more
power than he deserved. He was honoured for an hour and then returned to the king's gate. But after
that, he became great in the king's eyes, while Haman lost the king's trust.

(Verse 13): When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him,
his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, "If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of
Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him but will surely fall before him."

Haman returned to his house to meet with his wife and friends (magicians), who had destroyed him
even more. They realized that their plan that had turned upside down against Mordecai was not a
coincidence, but rather that there was a powerful hidden hand behind the matter and that what had
happened was the beginning of Haman's collapse and downfall to the end. Rather, how beautiful is this
statement that Haman's wife and his wise men said: "If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall,
is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him but will surely fall before him." Despite the
presence of God's Jewish people in captivity, God's work with them and His protection of them was
apparent to these pagans. They understood that God would not abandon His people and that they could
not confront God's unlimited power. Rather, God had made a name- a good reputation before others.

(Verse 14): While they were still talking with him, the king's eunuchs came, and hastened to bring
Haman to the banquet which Esther had prepared.

the king's eunuchs came: He was late to go, as he became lazy, broken, and hopeless.

28



Book of Esther Commentary Chapter 7

Chapter 7

(Verse 1): So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther.

Esther's feast refers to the feast of the cross, where the king drinks joyfully because He saved His people
and they became His sons. At the same feast, Satan (Haman) drinks from the cup of God's wrath for his
evil deeds.

(Verse 2): And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the king again said to Esther, "What is your
petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request, up to half the kingdom? It
shall be done!"

When the king was pleased with Esther and drank from her love, we find him here calling her by name
and asking her to ask for even half of his kingdom since he considered her his and a partner with him in
his glory. Rather, he calls her the queen to remind her of her royal position, for she has the right to ask
with boldness and courage, which are God's feelings toward us (John 16: 24).

(Verses 3-4): Then Queen Esther answered and said, "If | have found favor in your sight, O king, and if
it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request. 4 For we have
been sold, my people and |, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as
male and female slaves, | would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate
for the king's loss."

Esther's way of presenting her case was very influential on the king, who loved her very much, as she
surprised him:

1. That her beloved's life was in danger.
2. The life of an entire people, her people, was in danger.
3. She only asked to live and not to be killed, she and her people.

The king was amazed at who would dare to kill the queen, his wife and beloved, her people and her
friends. Esther's words were a repetition of the words that Haman had put in the decree that the king
signed. In her request for her people, Esther was a symbol of the mother church when she asks for her
people and all her children. As Esther fasted, the church fasts and prays for her people.

(Verse 5): So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and where is he, who
would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?"

The king's saying, "Who is he, and where is he, who would dare" indicates that when the order to
exterminate the Jews came, he was in a state of unconsciousness, distracted by his pleasures, eating and
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drinking, and this was more important to him than the lives of hundreds of thousands of men, women
and children.

(Verse 6): And Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!" So Haman was terrified
before the king and queen.

Here Esther exposes the evil adversary Haman. The feast of the cross was salvation for the church
(Esther) and a public spectacle for Satan (Haman symbolizes Satan) (Colossians 2: 15). So Haman was
terrified = this is what happened to Satan.

(Verse 7): Then the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden;
but Haman stood before Queen Esther, pleading for his life, for he saw that evil was determined
against him by the king.

(Verses 8-9): When the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the banquet of wine,
Haman had fallen across the couch where Esther was. Then the king said, "Will he also assault the
queen while | am in the house?" As the word left the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. 9 Now
Harbonah, one of the eunuchs, said to the king, "Look! The gallows, fifty cubits high, which Haman
made for Mordecai, who spoke good on the king's behalf, is standing at the house of Haman." Then
the king said, "Hang him on it!"

Haman prostrating himself before Esther is the devil prostrating himself under the feet of the Savior and
under the feet of His Church, which the Savior gave authority to trample on serpents and scorpions. The
king went out to the palace garden, initially surprised by what he heard. Then they turned into feelings
of anger at himself because he had been led astray by this deceiver who had deceived him (at Haman
because he had deceived him). He was thinking about what his duty was now and what to do. Then he
entered and found Haman falling across before the queen. The king suspected that he wanted to harm
her = Will he also assault the queen while | am in the house? = Perhaps he thought that he wanted to
kill her. fallen across the couch = It seems that out of fear, he climbed onto Esther's couch to appease
her. When the king entered and saw this scene, he thought he wanted to harm her since the king could
not imagine that Haman would climb onto the queen's bed. Certainly, in his fear, Haman would not have
done this, but every action of Haman now became suspect. The king's words in his anger were an
indication to those standing by that he had been sentenced to death, so they covered Haman's face in
preparation for killing him. He was even crucified on the same gallows he had prepared for Mordecai,
the ultimate justice (Proverbs 11: 8).

(Verse 10): So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's
wrath subsided.

The story of Mordecai's cross is a clear explanation of the Cross of Christ:

1. Haman plots to kill all of God's people = Satan brings down Adam and his sons to bring death into the
world.
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2. Mordecai plans salvation for his people = Christ plans salvation for His Church.

3. Mordecai, born in Babylon, the land of slavery, and in a humiliating position as a doorman = Christ
who humbled Himself and was born into the world, taking the form of a servant (Philippians 2).

4. Mordecai in his glory (Esther 8: 2) = Christ who was glorified in the flesh after the cross.
5. Mordecai, who was sentenced to crucifixion = Christ crucified.
6. Mordecai remained alive as Isaac returned to life = Christ rose from the dead.

7. So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai = the cross on which
Satan had plotted to crucify Christ, using the evil and malice of the Jews and the brutality of the Romans
as tools to implement his plan, was the tool with which Christ crushed Satan.

8. After the crucifixion of Haman, the king's wrath subsided = through the Cross, God reconciled with
mankind.

9. Everything that had been Haman's became Esther's (Esther 8: 1, 7) = the entrance of the Church into
heavenly glories instead of Satan, who was a heavenly creature enjoying heavenly glories.

10. The Jews destroyed their enemies (Esther 8: 11) = the Church had the power to trample Satan "and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." (Matthew 16: 18).

The Cross, which was a curse (Deuteronomy 21: 23), became a blessing for us and a crushing of Satan.
God wanted to bless His beloved man, so when the curse entered because of sin, Christ restored the
blessing as God intended it from the beginning. God's purpose does not fail. This is the meaning of Christ
being the beginning and the end (see the interpretation of Revelation 1).
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Chapter 8

(Verses 1-2): On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the
Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. 2 So the king
took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai; and Esther
appointed Mordecai over the house of Haman.

On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the house of Haman: Esther inherited the house of
Haman. Note that Haman was proven to have plotted against the kingdom's peace. Mordecai was
proven to have saved the life of the king. Symbolically: If the devil, the real Haman, had set in his heart
to usurp the heart of man and inherit it after he had destroyed and devastated him, then during the
feast of the cross, man took over the position of Satan before the fall. He became as if he had entered
the heavenly hosts as one of them. The enemy fell into the abyss so that man might rise, ascend to
heaven, and reign in place of the fallen enemy. If Satan had set himself up as the ruler of this world
through the temptations of sin (John 12: 31), usurping the house of man which God had given us to
dwell in with authority (i.e. the earth on which we now live). During the feast of the cross, man not only
regained his house but ascended to heaven.

(Verses 3-8): Now Esther spoke again to the king, fell down at his feet, and implored him with tears to
counteract the evil of Haman the Agagite, and the scheme which he had devised against the Jews. 4
And the king held out the golden scepter toward Esther. So Esther arose and stood before the king, 5
and said, "If it pleases the king, and if | have found favor in his sight and the thing seems right to the
king and | am pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to annihilate the Jews who are in all the king's provinces. 6
For how can | endure to see the evil that will come to my people? Or how can | endure to see the
destruction of my countrymen?" 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew,
"Indeed, | have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows because
he tried to lay his hand on the Jews. 8 You yourselves write a decree concerning the Jews, as you
please, in the king's name, and seal it with the king's signet ring; for whatever is written in the king's
name and sealed with the king's signet ring no one can revoke."

Haman is dead, but the problem remains as the decree signed by the king to exterminate the Jews is still
valid because whatever is written in the king's name and sealed with the king's signet ring no one can
revoke. So Esther came to the king crying to save her people, and with her wisdom, she did not provoke
the king, saying, "Save my people from your unjust decree. Rather, revoke the letters devised by
Haman." She attributed the evil to Haman and not to the king. Here she is begging the king to find a way
to remove the evil from the Jews, and the king's response to her is, "Indeed, | have given Esther the
house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows because he tried to lay his hand on the
Jews" to prove his good intentions and love. However, it is clear that the king did not know how to solve
this problem, which he put himself in. He had signed the decree to exterminate the Jews, and now he
does not want to exterminate them, or else he will implicitly kill his beloved wife, and the decrees of
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kings cannot be revoked. The king found the easiest solution to leave the solution of the problem to
Mordecai and Esther = You yourselves write a decree concerning the Jews, as you please.

(Verses 9-14): So the king's scribes were called at that time, in the third month, which is the month of
Sivan, on the twenty-third day; and it was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded, to the
Jews, the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, one hundred
and twenty-seven provinces in all, to every province in its own script, to every people in their own
language, and to the Jews in their own script and language. 10 And he wrote in the name of King
Ahasuerus, sealed it with the king's signet ring, and sent letters by couriers on horseback, riding on
royal horses bred from swift steeds. 11 By these letters the king permitted the Jews who were in
every city to gather together and protect their lives—to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of
any people or province that would assault them, both little children and women, and to plunder their
possessions, 12 on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every
province and published for all people, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge
themselves on their enemies. 14 The couriers who rode on royal horses went out, hastened and
pressed on by the king's command. And the decree was issued in Shushan the citadel.

The solution was for the king to issue a new decree giving the Jews the right to fight their enemies, so a
war broke out between the Jews and their enemies because there were two conflicting orders, and
what happened was nothing but barbarism and brutality. Still, these were the customs of ancient times,
and if it proves anything, it will prove the corruption of the laws that governed this country. What is the
meaning of not changing a law issued by the king when this law is against human logic? Who is the
human who does not make mistakes? Here, it was proven that the king's decision was wrong, and he
regretted it. The result of the two conflicting decisions was a civil war by order of the king, and both
sides prepared well for this battle. More than eight months were left until the battle, as the second
decision was issued about two and a half months after the first. What really happened was barbarism
and brutality that proved the empty pride of man with which the kings of Persia imagined that they do
not make mistakes, but what happened is a wonderful image that completes the symbol in the story of
Esther. In the battle of the cross, Satan was defeated and bound in chains (Revelation 20: 1, 2), but the
church had to strive and fight against this defeated and desperate enemy with spiritual warfare
(Ephesians 6: 10-18). To complete the symbol even more, see the verse (Esther 9: 3) And all the officials
of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and all those doing the king's work, helped the Jews,
because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them = this symbolizes that in our battle with the devil, we are
supported by the angels and the saints and all the host of the heavenly king. This is what the Apostle
Paul meant when he said, "Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us," (Hebrews 12: 1).

In (verse 10), swift steeds = a horse that is taken for offspring. The original word as it came in other
translations “sons of seeds.” The mule is the product of a marriage between a horse (which is the steed
here) and a female donkey.

33



Book of Esther Commentary Chapter 8

In (verse 11) both little children and women, and to plunder their possessions = the letter was issued
with the same words as Haman's first letter so that the verdict would have the same force as the first
verdict [see (Esther 3: 12, 13)] and the Jews would have a verdict with the same force as the decision in
the hands of their enemies. But the Jews did not do this to their enemies (Ezra 9: 10, 15).

(Verses 15-17): So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and
white, with a great crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan
rejoiced and was glad. 16 The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor. 17 And in every province
and city, wherever the king's command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a
holiday. Then many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them.

Shushan rejoiced over Mordecai instead of Haman, for Haman was probably known for his evil and
greed, and the people rejoiced over their deliverance from this evil man who had taken over the king's
mind.

Symbolically:

The city of Shushan couldn't take off its mourning clothes and enter a life of jubilation and joy unless
Mordecai was first glorified before the king and put on the royal garment, the golden crown, and the
fine linen and purple robe. Thus, the Church would not have enjoyed heavenly jubilation and spiritual
joy unless her bridegroom, Christ Jesus, was glorified and ascended to his Father. Just as He humbled
Himself for our sake, He was also glorified for our sake so that He might glorify us with Him. blue = a
heavenly colour, a reference to Christ who descended from heaven and ascended to heaven. white=a
symbol of righteousness and holiness. fine linen and purple = are the clothing of kings, and Christ gave
these attributes to His Church so that through Him we become kings (Revelation 1: 6) and we wear a
pure heavenly nature.

Then many of the people of the land became Jews: When the nations saw what the Lord had done with
the Jews, they believed in Him. Thus, when Christ was glorified, and the Church acquired a heavenly
nature, the nations were drawn to her, and the whole world believed in Christ.
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Chapter 9

Two royal proclamations reached all the regions:
¢ The first from Haman on 13/1, demanding the killing and extermination of the Jews.

¢ The second from Mordecai on 23/3, giving the Jews the authority to defend themselves. The
proclamations set a date for this battle on 13/12, so both sides prepared for battle.

(Verses 1-10): Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, the time
came for the king's command and his decree to be executed. On the day that the enemies of the Jews
had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in that the Jews themselves overpowered
those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities throughout all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could withstand them,
because fear of them fell upon all people. 3 And all the officials of the provinces, the satraps, the
governors, and all those doing the king's work, helped the Jews, because the fear of Mordecai fell
upon them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king's palace, and his fame spread throughout all the
provinces; for this man Mordecai became increasingly prominent. 5 Thus the Jews defeated all their
enemies with the stroke of the sword, with slaughter and destruction, and did what they pleased with
those who hated them. 6 And in Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men.
7 Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and
Vajezatha— 10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews—they killed;
but they did not lay a hand on the plunder.

The enemies of the Jews were eager for this day when they would kill the Jews and rule over them
according to Haman's decree = On the day that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower
them. But we find that the leaders helped the Jews because they understood what happened and how
the king wanted to make the way easier for the Jews, so they supported the Jews, as this is the will of
the king and queen. In (verse 2), despite the second proclamation, we find that the enemies began to
resist the Jews = sought their harm. The enemy of the Church is always restless, as he rages against the
Church and never understands the lesson. While he thinks he can overcome the Church of Christ, he is
defeated under her feet. Haman was crucified on the gallows that he prepared for Mordecai. But the
enemy's attempts against the people of God do not cease; every time he is defeated, he does not
despair. Here he is stirring up the enemies of the people against them, exploiting the first royal decree,
but this turns into their shame = And no one could withstand them. Truly, the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it (Matthew 16: 18 + Revelation 3: 9). We find that the Jews gathered to defend
themselves (verse 2). Probably every group in a country, for if they were separated, it would have been
easy to exterminate them. God did not leave His people to face the enemies, for He cast fear into the
hearts of the enemies of his people = because fear of them fell upon all people = the Church is terrifying
like an army with banners (Song of Solomon 6: 10). How powerful is the Church united in the spirit of
love that gathers everyone, and in her humility Christ dwells in her (Isaiah 57: 15), and unites with her
(John 15:9), and He becomes her head, protecting her. This spirit, the spirit of humility and love,
terrifies the devil. When the Jews gathered to work with one spirit, they were terrifying to the enemy.
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Especially since the one who supported them was Mordecai in his new high position (and the Church is
supported by her bridegroom, Christ, who sits at the right hand of the Father). The king's men (angels
and saints) supported them because they felt that the king supported the second decree.

Note: Jewish tradition says that no one stood against the Jewish people in this except the giants,
relatives of Haman the Agagite, whose hearts were hardened like Pharaoh.

(Verses 11-13): On that day the number of those who were killed in Shushan the citadel was brought
to the king. 12 And the king said to Queen Esther, "The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred
men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten sons of Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king's
provinces? Now what is your petition? It shall be granted to you. Or what is your further request? It
shall be done." 13 Then Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let it be granted to the Jews who are in
Shushan to do again tomorrow according to today's decree, and let Haman's ten sons be hanged on
the gallows."

In verse 13 Then Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let it be granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to
do again tomorrow according to today's decree, and let Haman's ten sons be hanged on the gallows.":
Esther's request to continue the war on the second day with the hanging of the sons of Haman was not
out of love for blood but because the enemy was still lurking and plotting against the people. She
wanted to end the matter so that the conspiracies against her people would ultimately end. And the
sons of Haman were hanged to be a lesson to anyone who would dare to plot evil. What Esther did
indicates the believer's commitment to striking the works of Satan to the end, leaving no remnant of
him in the heart so that the enemy would not rise and fight the soul again.

The decision to go to war for the second day was made in Shushan only, while in the rest of the
provinces, it was for one day only.

We note that the Jews did not extend their hands to plunder, as the goal was self-defence, not plunder.

(Verses 14-32): So the king commanded this to be done; the decree was issued in Shushan, and they
hanged Haman's ten sons. 15 And the Jews who were in Shushan gathered together again on the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar and killed three hundred men at Shushan; but they did not lay a
hand on the plunder. 16 The remainder of the Jews in the king's provinces gathered together and
protected their lives, had rest from their enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand of their enemies;
but they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar.
And on the fourteenth of the month they rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 18 But
the Jews who were at Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day, as well as on the
fourteenth; and on the fifteenth of the month they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness.
19 Therefore the Jews of the villages who dwelt in the unwalled towns celebrated the fourteenth day
of the month of Adar with gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and for sending presents to one
another. 20 And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, who were
in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 21 to establish among them that they should celebrate yearly
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 22 as the days on which the Jews had rest
from their enemies, as the month which was turned from sorrow to joy for them, and from mourning
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to a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, of sending presents to one another
and gifts to the poor. 23 So the Jews accepted the custom which they had begun, as Mordecai had
written to them, 24 because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews,
had plotted against the Jews to annihilate them, and had cast Pur (that is, the lot), to consume them
and destroy them; 25 but when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letter that this wicked
plot which Haman had devised against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his
sons should be hanged on the gallows. 26 So they called these days Purim, after the name Pur.
Therefore, because of all the words of this letter, what they had seen concerning this matter, and
what had happened to them, 27 the Jews established and imposed it upon themselves and their
descendants and all who would join them, that without fail they should celebrate these two days
every year, according to the written instructions and according to the prescribed time, 28 that these
days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and
every city, that these days of Purim should not fail to be observed among the Jews, and that the
memory of them should not perish among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of
Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter about Purim. 30
And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews, to the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 31 to confirm these days of Purim at their
appointed time, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had prescribed for them, and as they had
decreed for themselves and their descendants concerning matters of their fasting and lamenting. 32
So the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim, and it was written in the book.

Establishing the Feast of Purim

Mordecai sent to all the Jews in all the countries subject to the Persian Kingdom to celebrate on the
fourteenth and fifteenth of Adar every year as a memorial of the Lord's work with them and to offer
gifts and donations to the poor, as the Lord cared for them, each one should care for his neighbour.
Mordecai and Esther sent the necessity of celebrating the feast as a praise of thanks to God, who was
glorified by saving his children, and this feast is to teach the people and their descendants that God
cares for his children, so the feast is an honor to God and an instruction for the people.

The word Purim is the plural of Pur, meaning lot. The Jews fast one day before the feast, and on the eve
of the feast they read the Book of Esther. When the reader says the name of Haman, the worshipers cry
out, "Let his name be blotted out."

The feast is a day of rejoicing and gifts to the poor.
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Chapter 10

(Verses 1-3): And king Assuerus made all the land, and all the islands of the sea tributary. 2 And his
strength and his empire, and the dignity and greatness wherewith he exalted Mardochai, are written
in the books of the Medes, and of the Persians: 3 And how Mardochai of the race of the Jews, was
next after king Assuerus: and great among the Jews, and acceptable to the people of his brethren,
seeking the good of his people, and speaking those things which were for the welfare of his seed.

This chapter gives us a picture of the greatness of Ahasuerus, who had many provinces subject to him
and paid him tribute. This is mentioned here so the reader may know the greatness of his minister,
Mordecai, his second in command. The fact that the book says he was great among the Jews indicates
that he remained attached to his simple people and did not act arrogantly and separate from them. The
secret of his greatness was the breadth of his heart with love for his brothers, and Mordecai became a
blessing to his generation and the generations that came after him.

(Verses 4-13): Then Mardochai said: God hath done these things. 5 | remember a dream that | saw,
which signified these same things: and nothing thereof hath failed. 6 The little fountain which grew
into a river, and was turned into a light, and into the sun, and abounded into many waters, is Esther,
whom the king married, and made queen. 7 But the two dragons are | and Aman. 8 The nations that
were assembled are they that endeavoured to destroy the name of the Jews. 9 And my nation is
Israel, who cried to the Lord, and the Lord saved his people: and he delivered us from all evils, and
hath wrought great signs and wonders among the nations: 10 And he commanded that there should
be two lots, one of the people of God, and the other of all the nations. 11 And both lots came to the
day appointed already from that time before God to all nations: 12 And the Lord remembered his
people, and had mercy on his inheritance. 13 And these days shall be observed in the month of Adar
on the fourteenth, and fifteenth day of the same month. with all diligence, and joy of the people
gathered into one assembly, throughout all the generations hereafter of the people of Israel.

After the events that occurred and were mentioned during the book, Mordecai remembers that he had
a dream in which God revealed to him what would happen and that God, with His foreknowledge,
knows what would happen to His people and that He is planning salvation for them. The salvation here
will be at the hands of a weak woman, Esther, as happened before with Jael and Judith. But salvation is
from God and not from humans, as evidenced by God's announcement of this salvation before the
events themselves occurred. In this chapter, we hear about the interpretation of Mordecai's dream.

The little fountain which grew into a river = Esther, the weak girl who, with the help of the Spirit of
God, became a source of goodness, blessing and salvation for her people. It refers to the Church that
began small, and her light spread throughout the world, and through the Church, the Holy Spirit pours
out on people through the laying on of hands.

the two dragons = [1] Haman for his cunning and evil, as Satan works in him. [2] Mordecai for his
wisdom "be wise as serpents.” They are two conflicting forces, one for good and the other for evil.
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And he commanded that there should be two lots = that is, two portions = a share for the Jews and a
share for the nations who helped the Jews against their enemies, the Amalekites, and began to
celebrate with them. But this salvation was a symbol of salvation in Christ, and this is for the Jews as it is
for the nations, so he said two portions, for both celebrate salvation.

And both lots came to the day appointed already from that time before God to all nations = the day of
the cross appeared and the great salvation that God had prepared for all nations from the beginning

appeared.

And these days shall be observed = they celebrated this feast on two days.
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Chapter 11

(Verses 1-12): In the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said he was a
priest, and of the Levitical race, and Ptolemy his son brought this epistle of Phurim, which they said
Lysimachus the son of Ptolemy had interpreted in Jerusalem. 2 In the second year of the reign of
Artaxerxes the great, in the first day of the month Nisan, Mardochai the son of Jair, the son of Semei,
the son of Cis, of the tribe of Benjamin: 3 A Jew who dwelt in the city of Susan, a great man and
among the first of the king's court, had it dream. 4 Now he was of the number of the captives, whom
Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon had carried away from Jerusalem with Jechonias king of Juda: 5 And
this was his dream: Behold there were voices, and tumults, and thunders, and earthquakes, and a
disturbance upon the earth. 6 And behold two great dragons came forth ready to fight one against
another. 7 And at their cry all nations were stirred up to fight against the nation of the just. 8 And that
was a day of darkness and danger, of tribulation and distress, and great fear upon the earth. 9 And the
nation of the just was troubled fearing their own evils, and was prepared for death. 10 And they cried
to God: and as they were crying, a little fountain grew into a very great river, and abounded into many
waters. 11 The light and the sun rose up, and the humble were exalted, and they devoured the
glorious. 12 And when Mardochai had seen this, and arose out of his bed, he was thinking what God
would do: and he kept it fixed in his mind, desirous to know what the dream should signify.

Here, we see the same dream that Mordecai had. God always used dreams to speak to people (Joseph/
Nebuchadnezzar/ Pharaoh/ Daniel/ Joseph the carpenter..)

Now he was of the number of the captives = descendants of those who were taken captive with
Jeconiah, king of Judah, and did not return to Judah with those who returned from captivity. And
because of their success, their neighbours envied them. Here, we see Mordecai's success in the king's
palace.

the nation of the just = the Jewish people, as they were the only people who knew God at that time, in
the midst of a pagan worldly atmosphere that did not know God. were voices, and tumults, and
thunders = Haman's plot to exterminate the people. the humble were exalted = the weak, simple,
captive Jews.

In the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said he was a priest, and of
the Levitical race, and Ptolemy his son brought this epistle of Phurim, which they said Lysimachus the
son of Ptolemy had interpreted in Jerusalem:

The reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra was in 78-77 BC. This is when this addition was added to the copy in
the Library of Alexandria. Dositheus brought this addition from Jerusalem.
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Chapter 12

(Verses 1-6): And he abode at that time in the king's court with Bagatha and Thara the king's eunuchs,
who were porters of the palace. 2 And when he understood their designs, and had diligently searched
into their projects, he learned that they went about to lay violent hands on king Artaxerxes, and he
told the king thereof. 3 Then the king had them both examined, and after they had confessed,
commanded them to be put to death.4 But the king made a record of what was done: and Mardochai
also committed the memory of the thing to writing. 5 And the king commanded him, to abide in the
court of the palace, and gave him presents for the information. 6 But Aman the son of Amadathi the
Bugite was in great honour with the king, and sought to hurt Mardochai and his people, because of
the two eunuchs of the king who were put to death.

Here, we see the plot details hatched by Bagatha and Thara (Esther 2: 21-23). Haman was angry that
Mordecai had exposed the plot and hanged the two men. This led some commentators to say that the
original plotter was Haman and that these two men were his men. As for the reason for his anger at
Mordecai for not bowing down to him was so that he would not reveal the real reason for his hatred of
Mordecai.
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Chapter 13

(Verses 1-7): And this was the copy of the letter: Artaxerxes the great king who reigneth from India to
Ethiopia, to the princes and governors of the hundred and twenty-seven provinces, that are subject to
his empire, greeting. 2 Whereas | reigned over many nations, and had brought all the world under my
dominion, | was not willing to abuse the greatness of my power, but to govern my subjects with
clemency and lenity, that they might live quietly without any terror. and might enjoy peace, which is
desired by all men. 3 But when | asked my counsellors how this might be accomplished, one that
excelled the rest in wisdom and fidelity, and was second after the king, Aman by name, 4 Told me that
there was a people scattered through the whole world, which used new laws, and acted against the
customs of all nations, despised the commandments of kings, and violated by their opposition the
concord of all nations. 5 Wherefore having learned this, and seeing one nation in opposition to all
mankind using perverse laws, and going against our commandments, and disturbing the peace and
concord of the provinces subject to us, 6 We have commanded that all whom Aman shall mark out,
who is chief over all the provinces, and second after the king, and whom we honour as a father, shall
be utterly destroyed by their enemies, with their wives and children, and that none shall have pity on
them. on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month Adar of this present year: 7 That these wicked men
going down to hell in one day, may restore to our empire the peace which they had disturbed.

copy of the letter: See (Esther 3: 14). Of course, this message was based on Haman'’s plot against the
Jews. Note the courteous tone that the king shows to his people, which gives justification for killing the
Jews since he is such a merciful king, and that in killing them, there is peace for the people of the
kingdom. In verse (6), we honour as a father = i.e. an advisor to the king. second after the king = i.e. he
comes in second place after the king.

(Verses 8-18): But Mardochai besought the Lord, remembering all his works, 9 And said: O Lord, Lord,
almighty king, for all things are in thy power, and there is none that can resist thy will, if thou
determine to save Israel. 10 Thou hast made heaven and earth, and all things that are under the cope
of heaven. 11 Thou art Lord of all, and there is none that can resist thy majesty. 12 Thou knowest all
things, and thou knowest that it was not out of pride and contempt, or any desire of glory, that |
refused to worship the proud Aman, 13 (For | would willingly and readily for the salvation of Israel
have kissed even the steps of his feet,) 14 But | feared lest | should transfer the honour of my God to a
man, and lest | should adore any one except my God. 15 And now, O Lord, O king, O God of Abraham,
have mercy on thy people, because our enemies resolve to destroy us, and extinguish thy inheritance.
16 Despise not thy portion, which thou hast redeemed for thyself out of Egypt. 17 Hear my
supplication, and be merciful to thy lot and inheritance, and turn our mourning into joy, that we may
live and praise thy name, O Lord, and shut not the mouths of them that sing to thee. 18 And all Israel
with like mind and supplication cried to the Lord, because they saw certain death hanging over their
heads.
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In (Esther 4: 17) Esther asked the people to fast, and fasting must certainly be accompanied by prayers
and supplications. Here, we find the prayer of Mordecai.

But Mardochai besought the Lord, remembering all his works = This prayer includes repentance and
regret for all past sins. He remembers God’s works with His people since He brought them out of Egypt.
Mordecai here asks that God continue His series of miracles with His people and save them. We chant
this in the church and say, “As it was, and shall be, from generation to generation, and unto the ages of
all ages. Amen. ” This hymn is taken from the verse, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and

forever.” (Hebrews 13: 8).
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Chapter 14

(Verses 1-19): Queen Esther also, fearing the danger that was at hand, had recourse to the Lord. 2 And
when she had laid away her royal apparel, she put on garments suitable for weeping and mourning:
instead of divers precious ointments, she covered her head with ashes and dung, and she humbled
her body with fasts: and all the places in which before she was accustomed to rejoice, she filled with
her torn hair. 3 And she prayed to the Lord the God of Israel, saying: O my Lord, who alone art our
king, help me a desolate woman, and who have no other helper but thee. 4 My danger is in my hands.
5 I have heard of my father that thou, O Lord, didst take Israel from among all nations, and our fathers
from all their predecessors, to possess them as an everlasting inheritance, and thou hast done to
them as thou hast promised. 6 We have sinned in thy sight, and therefore thou hast delivered us into
the hands of our enemies: 7 For we have worshipped their gods. Thou art just, O Lord. 8 And now they
are not content to oppress us with most hard bondage, but attributing the strength of their hands to
the power of their idols, 9 They design to change thy promises, and destroy thy inheritance, and shut
the mouths of them that praise thee, and extinguish the glory of thy temple and altar, 10 That they
may open the mouths of Gentiles, and praise the strength of idols, and magnify for ever a carnal king.
11 Give not, O Lord, thy sceptre to them that are not, lest they laugh at our ruin: but turn their
counsel upon themselves, and destroy him that hath begun to rage against us. 12 Remember, O Lord,
and shew thyself to us in the time of our tribulation, and give me boldness, O Lord, king of gods, and
of all power: 13 Give me a well ordered speech in my mouth in the presence of the lion, and turn his
heart to the hatred of our enemy, that both he himself may perish, and the rest that consent to him.
14 But deliver us by thy hand, and help me, who have no other helper, but thee, O Lord, who hast the
knowledge of all things. 15 And thou knowest that | hate the glory of the wicked, and abhor the bed of
the uncircumcised, and of every stranger. 16 Thou knowest my necessity, that | abominate the sign of
my pride and glory, which is upon my head in the days of my public appearance, and detest it as a
menstruous rag, and wear it not in the days of my silence, 17 And that | have not eaten at Aman's
table, nor hath the king's banquet pleased me, and that | have not drunk the wine of the drink
offerings: 18 And that thy handmaid hath never rejoiced, since | was brought hither unto this day, but
in thee, O Lord, the God of Abraham. 19 O God, who art mighty above all, hear the voice of them, that
have no other hope, and deliver us from the hand of the wicked, and deliver me from my fear.

Esther's Prayer:

Esther put on sackcloth and covered her hair (her glory) to attract the mercy of the Lord. She did not rely
on her beauty and charm but on God. She confesses that they fell into the hands of the enemies
because of their sins (verses 6, 7). We see that before God the Great King, she despises the glory of this
pagan kingdom where she is a queen (verse 16). This expresses an eye that is opened as a result of
prayer and fasting.

In (verse 5) my father = she means Mordecai, for he is the one who raised her.
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Chapter 15

(Verses 1-19): And he commanded her (no doubt but he was Mardochai) to go to the king, and
petition for her people, and for her country. 2 Remember, (said he,) the days of thy low estate, how
thou wast brought up by my hand, because Aman the second after the king hath spoken against us
unto death. 3 And do thou call upon the Lord, and speak to the king for us, and deliver us from death.
4 And on the third day she laid away the garments she wore, and put on her glorious apparel. 5 And
glittering in royal robes, after she had called upon God the ruler and Saviour of all, she took two maids
with her, 6 And upon one of them she leaned, as if for delicateness and overmuch tenderness she
were not able to bear up her own body. 7 And the other maid followed her lady, bearing up her train
flowing on the ground. 8 But she with a rosy colour in her face, and with gracious and bright eyes, hid
a mind full of anguish, and exceeding great fear. 9 So going in she passed through all the doors in
order, and stood before the king, where he sat upon his royal throne, clothed with his royal robes,
and glittering with gold, and precious stones, and he was terrible to behold. 10 And when he had
lifted up his countenance, and with burning eyes had shewn the wrath of his heart, the queen sunk
down, and her colour turned pale, and she rested her weary head upon her handmaid. 11 And God
changed the king's spirit into mildness, and all in haste and in fear he leaped from his throne, and
holding her up in his arms, till she came to herself, caressed her with these words: 12 What is the
matter, Esther? | am thy brother, fear not. 13 Thou shalt not die: for this law is not made for thee, but
for all others. 14 Come near then, and touch the sceptre. 15 And as she held her peace, he took the
golden sceptre, and laid it upon her neck, and kissed her, and said: Why dost thou not speak to me?
16 She answered: | saw thee, my lord, as an angel of God, and my heart was troubled for fear of thy
majesty. 17 For thou, my lord, art very admirable, and thy. face is full of graces. 18 And while she was
speaking, she fell down again, and was almost in a swoon. 19 But the king was troubled, and all his
servants comforted her.

the second after the king : The one who shall be next to the king and second to him. And when he had
lifted up his countenance, and with burning eyes had shewn the wrath of his heart = And in (Esther 5:
2) it says found favor in his sight, meaning that God changed his heart, so she found favor in his sight =
And God changed the king's spirit into mildness. And thus Solomon said, "The king's heart is in the hand
of the Lord, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes." (Proverbs 21: 1). | am thy brother
= to reassure her. this law = that no one should enter the king's presence unless the king summons him.
I saw thee, my lord, as an angel of God = this is an expression the Jews always use as a compliment, just
as we say now, "Your face is like the moon" (Genesis 33: 10).
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Chapter 16

(Verses 1-24): The great king Artaxerxes, from India to Ethiopia, to the governors and princes of a
hundred and twenty-seven provinces, which obey our command, sendeth greeting. 2 Many have
abused unto pride the goodness of princes, and the honour that hath been bestowed upon them: 3
And not only endeavour to oppress the king's subjects, but not bearing the glory that is given them,
take in hand to practise also against them that gave it. 4 Neither are they content not to return thanks
for benefits received, and to violate in themselves the laws of humanity, but they think they can also
escape the justice of God who seeth all things. 5 And they break out into so great madness, as to
endeavour to undermine by lies such as observe diligently the offices committed to them, and do all
things in such manner as to be worthy of all men's praise, 6 While with crafty fraud they deceive the
ears of princes that are well meaning, and judge of others by their own nature. 7 Now this is proved
both from ancient histories, and by the things which are done daily, how the good designs of kings are
depraved by the evil suggestions of certain men. 8 Wherefore we must provide for the peace of all
provinces. 9 Neither must you think, if we command different things, that it cometh of the levity of
our mind, but that we give sentence according to the quality and necessity of times, as the profit of
the commonwealth requireth. 10 Now that you may more plainly understand what we say, | Aman
the son of Amadathi, a Macedonian both in mind and country, and having nothing of the Persian
blood, but with his cruelty staining our goodness, was received being a stranger by us: 11 And found
our humanity so great towards him, that he was called our father, and was worshipped by all as the
next man after the king: 12 But he was so far puffed up with arrogancy, as to go about to deprive us of
our kingdom and life. 13 For with certain new and unheard of devices he hath sought the destruction
of Mardochai, by whose fidelity and good services our life was saved, and of Esther the partner of our
kingdom, with all their nation: 14 Thinking that after they were slain, he might work treason against
us left alone without friends, and might transfer the kingdom of the Persians to the Macedonians. 15
But we have found that the Jews, who were by that most wicked man appointed to be slain, are in no
fault at all, but contrariwise, use just laws, 16 And are the children of the highest and the greatest,
and the ever living God, by whose benefit the kingdom was given both to our fathers and to us, and is
kept unto this day. 17 Wherefore know ye that those letters which he sent in our name, are void and
of no effect. 18 For which crime both he himself that devised it, and all his kindred hang on gibbets,
before the gates of this city Susan: not we, but God repaying him as he deserved. 19 But this edict,
which we now send, shall be published in all cities, that the Jews may freely follow their own laws. 20
And you shall aid them that they may kill those who had prepared themselves to kill them, on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is called Adar. 21 For the almighty God hath turned this
day of sadness and mourning into joy to them. 22 Wherefore you shall also count this day among
other festival days, and celebrate it with all joy, that it may be known also in times to come, 23 That
all they who faithfully obey the Persians, receive a worthy reward for their fidelity: but they that are
traitors to their kingdom, are destroyed for their wickedness. 24 And let every province and city, that
will not be partaker of this solemnity, perish by the sword and by fire, and be destroyed in such
manner as to be made unpassable, both to men and beasts, for an example of contempt, and
disobedience,
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Aman the son of Amadathi, a Macedonian both in mind and country, and having nothing of the
Persian blood: It is said in (Esther 3: 1) that he is an Agagite. The reason is simple: the most bitter
enemies of this king are the Macedonians who defeated him, so as if he is cursing and insulting Haman,
he says about him that he is a Macedonian who is a stranger to Persian blood. And it indicates that he
accuses him of being a traitor and a spy who wants to kill him to hand over the king to the Macedonians
(verse 14).

Notes:

1. In (Esther 12: 5) he says that the king ordered gifts for Mordecai, but in (Esther 6: 3) the king's
servants say, "He hath received no reward at all" (meaning what he got was something trivial compared
to what the king gave.)

2. Mordecai's dream was in the second year of the reign of Artaxerxes (Esther 11: 2), but Esther was
taken to the king's house in the seventh year (Esther 2: 16).

In (Esther 12: 2) we find Mordecai informing the king of the conspiracy. And in (Esther 2: 21-23) we find
that Esther is the one who informed the king. The solution is simple: Mordecai informed Esther, and
Esther informed the king.
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