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Book of Job Commentary Introduction

Introduction

1. The Old Testament is divided into sections

The Five Books of Moses

The Historical Books (Joshua-Esther)
The Poetic Books (Job-Song of Solomon)
The Prophetic Books

P wnN e

2. The Book of Job is a Poetic Book, so it was placed at the beginning of the Poetic Books.

From the beginning of the third chapter until verse 42: 6, the entire book is composed in poetry. Hebrew
poetry differs from other types of poetry in that it does not care about meter or rhyme; rather, every
two or three verses are similar in meaning, thus revealing its beauty. Therefore, translating Hebrew
poetry does not let it lose its beauty.

3. The book is divided into:

Introduction to Job's temptation, chapters 1, 2

Dialogue between Job and his three friends, chapters 3-31
Elihu's response to Job and his friends, chapters 32-37
God's words to Job, chapters 38- 42:1-7

Conclusion, chapter 42:7-17

vk wN e

4. The book contains a dialogue between the book's characters, and this dialogue is not the word of God
Himself, but it was written down with inspiration from God. Some passages of the dialogue showed
God's dissatisfaction with them (Job 38: 2 + 42: 7) because they express the personal opinion of their
owners, and they were wrong in their views, but they were mentioned for our benefit. For this is how
humans think, so we conclude the error from what was said and learn. Therefore, not all book verses
should be used as if they express a divine, holy will. However, this does not conflict with the fact that the
book was written with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3: 16 + 2 Peter 1: 21). The Holy Spirit
inspired the Book of Genesis. Still, in the Book of Genesis there are statements on the tongue of the
serpent that God does not approve of, such as "You shall not surely die." God allowed the words of the
serpent (Satan) to be written down so that we may benefit from the knowledge of their falsehood, and
the evidence is the death of Adam and Eve, contrary to what the serpent said. By the same logic, God
allowed the words of Job and his friends to be written down, even though they were wrong, so that we
may benefit.

5. Job was a real person; the whole story is a true story that happened and was written down by Job or
Elihu, and then someone else put it into poetry later to make it easier to memorize and benefit from.
Most likely, it was Moses who put it into poetry when he found the story known and popular while he
was tending the sheep of his father-in-law Jethro the Midianite. The evidence that Job was a real person
and not imaginary is that Ezekiel mentioned his name with Noah and Daniel (Ezekiel 14: 14). James also
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mentioned him in the New Testament (James 5: 11). It is unreasonable that the apostle who writes
under divine inspiration would cite an imaginary matter and make it an example of patience and present
it as evidence of God's mercy. In addition, he mentioned the names of people and places, the number of
children, Job's wealth before and after the ordeal, and even the names of some of his children. We say
this in response to those who imagine that Job's story is fictional and written for the sake of education
and refinement.

6. The time in which Job lived: He lived between Noah and Abraham, that is, before Abraham. Some put
the time a little after this, which is more accurate, as Bildad the Shuhite was most likely one of the sons
of Shuah, son of Abraham. But the story's events certainly took place before the Exodus of the children
of Israel from Egypt. We infer this from Job's age, which is likely to have exceeded 200 years**, as he
lived 140 years after his trial (Job 42: 16). From the number of his children, it is inferred that his age at
the time of the trial was not less than 60 years, and some say 70 years, as evidenced by the fact that
everything Job lost, he regained double (from his possessions), so some said that his age after the trial
was twice his age before the trial. We also infer the length of Job's life from the way his wealth was
estimated by the number of his livestock, which is an ancient custom, as well as from the custom of
writing by engraving on rocks, which is mentioned in (Job 19: 24). Also, Job belonged to the patriarchal
fathers (the head of the family was the priest of the family, offering sacrifices on behalf of his family
members) and this was before the Levitical priesthood that Moses established after the Exodus. Also,
the only pagan worship mentioned is the worship of the heavenly bodies (the sun and the moon), one of
the oldest forms of worship.

** This age is the same as the age of Terah, father of Abraham.

7. The Book of Job shows that God in the Old Testament did not limit His dealings to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Then, the descendants of Jacob, i.e. the Jewish people, only, but God was revealing Himself
and dealing with every pious soul that sought Him. Job was not a Jew nor a descendant of Jacob.
Likewise, Job's friends, Elihu and even Melchizedek, who blessed Abraham, were not Jews, but they
knew God, believed in Him, and lived piously. By the same logic, we find that God spoke to Abimelech in
a dream (Genesis 20: 3). God was concerned with the salvation of the souls of the pagan people of
Nineveh and called them to repentance through His prophet Jonah. God used the Gentile prophet
Balaam to utter amazing prophecies about the Messiah (Numbers 22-24).

8. Job was a perfect and upright man. But the word - perfect means relative perfection in relation to his
circumstances, capabilities, era, and neighbours. No one is absolutely perfect except God, for all have all
turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.
(Romans 3: 12).
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9. If Job was a perfect man, what was the reason for his trial?

Job was righteous and felt righteous in himself (Job 32: 1). Therefore, he was fought with self-
righteousness. And God wanted through this trial to purify him and save him. Therefore, God allowed
him to be humiliated and left Satan to test him for his own benefit. Satan wanted to bring him down,
but God intended to correct Job's faults arising from self-righteousness. There are secondary benefits to
this trial: 1) giving an example of patience and 2) showing the enmity of demons towards human beings
who are children of God. And how God considers Satan's wars against us as a tool of discipline and with
His permission.

We see the sin of self-righteousness in Job in his speech with his friends, in his testimony of himself, in
Elihu's words about him, and in God's words about Job. Job imagined that he would draw closer to God
if he proved his righteousness, and he did not understand how to stand as a sinner before God. Rather,
he imagined that God had erred in his judgments against him, while he had not sinned, so he justified
himself and blamed God, considering himself more righteous than God (Job 35: 2 + 36: 17). And Job said,
"Far be it from me That | should say you are right; Till | die | will not put away my integrity from me. My
righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it go; My heart shall not reproach me as long as | live." (Job 27:
5,6). While the Bible says, "heir way was like the uncleanness of a woman in her customary impurity"
(Ezekiel 36: 13), and God attributes foolishness to His angels. The Pharisee was not justified, although he
did righteousness, but the tax collector was justified because he confessed his sin and asked for mercy.
Thus, the sinful woman who wiped the Savior's feet with her hair was justified when her tears fell upon
His feet, and the Pharisee who prepared the feast for the Savior was not justified because he felt his
righteousness.

10. The writer of the book: Job or Elihu wrote the story in prose, then someone else put it into poetry
later, and perhaps Moses or one of his men put it into poetry after the Exodus, and most likely it was
Moses, who was educated with all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was raised in the king's palace (Acts
7:22), when Moses was tending the sheep of his father-in-law Jethro. The story's events took place in
"Uz" (Job 1: 1), which is in the land of Edom, and Job's companions were Arabs living in this region, so
the events were Arab and took place in the land of the Arabs. However, it is clear that the writer is
Jewish and Jewish culture shines from the words. The writer is also educated in Egyptian culture and
influenced by the atmosphere he lived in Egypt, as he talks about the pyramids (3: 14). He describes
what he saw in Egypt, such as the description of the behemoth and the Leviathan (Job 40: 15 + 41: 1).
What indicates the Egyptian culture of the writer is his talk about the salamander or what is known as
the phoenix (Job 29: 18) to indicate longevity. The salamander or phoenix is an Egyptian legend about a
mythical bird that the ancient Egyptians believed lived for 500 years, then burned itself and rose again
from its ashes, and so on without end. Rather, it rose again as it was most beautiful. Here, we find the
writer using Egyptian mythology and Egyptian imagination about the phoenix when he wanted to depict
the long life of a human being (as modern man does now when he says someone is fast like a rocket.
These are examples from real life or contemporary culture). Thus, the Hebrew poet used an Egyptian
example of an animal called Leviathan, which is a huge and powerful animal. It may have been a
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crocodile, and it is the closest thing to a crocodile in its description. Still, the Egyptian poetic imagination
added some frightening descriptions to it. Hence, the image of Leviathan became a frightening image of
a crocodile, and imaginary descriptions of what is known about the crocodile's strength were added
(Chapter 41).

Because God inspired the book, God allowed these metaphors to explain specific ideas. The phoenix is
an apparent reference to the resurrection from the dead after the human body turns to dust but rises
more beautiful, more splendid and radiant. This mighty Leviathan refers to Satan. The book begins with
Satan's envy and ends with a description of Leviathan as a symbol of Satan and his terrifying, destructive
power. We have seen the horrors that Job suffered because of Satan's envy and his mighty power. Then,
at the end of the book, we find God's reassuring words to humanity, "Can you draw out Leviathan with a
hook, Or snare his tongue with a line which you lower? Can you put a reed through his nose, Or pierce
his jaw with a hook?" (Job 41: 1-2). It is understood that man cannot do this, but God can, for He is the
One who bound Satan with a chain (Revelation 20: 1- 3). God agreed to mention these descriptions of
Leviathan, which are Egyptian descriptions, to explain the power of Satan and to give us confidence at
the end of the book that He alone has control over him and that he is subject to his control, so why fear
him? Rather, God turns all his envy and madness for the good of man, just as He turned his envy against
Job for the benefit of Job, purifying him from his self-righteousness to be more perfect. God used
Satan's envy against Christ and Satan's plots, who plotted to crucify Christ to save humanity.

11. The book explains the idea of resurrection (in the subject of the phoenix. And the non-multiplying of
Job's children, for his children are still alive in heaven... and some other words that were said by Job and
his friends to indicate faintly the resurrection). It is clear that the idea of resurrection is not entirely
clear, but rather mixed with other ideas about the annihilation of man after his death. The idea of
resurrection was not clear in the Old Testament (see Job 14: 10-14 to see the opposite concept of
resurrection). If Job expresses his ideas, he does not see the resurrection but rather sees the
annihilation of man after death. His words express the resurrection if he spoke as moved by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, we said we should not treat every word mentioned in this book as expressing God's
thoughts.

12. The book explains the idea of the intercession of saints and angels (Job 5: 1 + 33: 23-24) as they
intercede for people so that God may answer their prayers. At the end of the book, Job intercedes for
his friends so that God may accept them.

13. The book explains that Satan's purpose is to tempt man to blaspheme God, and God allows this in
order to purify man and make him more righteous.
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14. The Book of Job discusses the fundamental issue that occupies the minds of humans, which is fate
and destiny and God's ways of dealing with man. The book answers essential questions in a discussion
manner.

a) Can a person practice his worship of God out of pure love free from utilitarianism? Can a person
worship God even if his intention is not to gain material benefit? Job proved this by continuing
to worship God despite his material loss and even his children's.

b) Can the actions commonly called evil that befall a person be attributed to any creature other
than God? The death of Job's children and his material loss are called evil that befell him.
However, Job attributed them to God: "Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not
accept adversity?" (Job 2: 10). Therefore, the Christian does not have in his dictionary a word
called calamity or disaster, for God our God is the doer of good, not the doer of evil. He turns
what we think is evil into good for our benefit "all things work together for good to those who
love God." We understand that Satan is the cause of this evil, but we understand that it is with
God's permission and under His control, and the trials He allows are limited and for the good of
man.

c) Are the external circumstances that a person suffers from taken as a test or as a judgment on
the righteousness of this person? The answer is definitely "no" because Job was righteous, and
despite this, he suffered and thus is Christ.

d) Can a person without divine help examine and understand God's judgments? Absolutely not.

e) Does arighteous and pious person guarantee that he will live without any trials or hardships,
guaranteeing all temporal material goods?

15. Job's problem, as we said, was that he was righteous in his own eyes, so thoughts of self-
righteousness haunted him. We notice in his words that he feels that he is without sin and boasts of his
good deeds. Rather, we feel in his words that he has thought of pride inside him: "But now they mock at
me, men younger than I, Whose fathers | disdained to put with the dogs of my flock." (Job 30: 1). Rather,
he challenged God to find a sin for him. Therefore, God allowed him to be pressured by trials so that he
would not perish and that his sin would appear outside and he would know it, repent of it, and be
healed from it. The trial is not for God to know what is inside me, for He is the Examiner of hearts and
minds, but for me to know my mistakes and to be purified from them. Therefore, we understand that
the buried sin that its owner does not feel is like a boil filled with "pus." If it is left, its owner will die, but
the doctor presses on the boil so that the pus comes out, the wound becomes clean, and its owner is
healed. The pressure is painful, but its benefit is the person's life. God kept pressing on Job, and Job
cried out in pain, and God pressed on Job, and Job cried out until the inside was clean, and Job said,
"Behold, | am vile; What shall | answer You? | lay my hand over my mouth." (Job 40: 4) and then (Job 42:
1-6), and thus Job was healed.
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16. It is clear from the book that belief in one eternal, powerful, unlimited God, the Creator of all things,
visible and invisible, was a belief that was widespread among the Arabs and everywhere and was not
limited to the Jews. We understand that belief in one God was prevalent, and then some or most of the
peoples apostatized. But God does not leave Himself without a witness, so here we see in the lands of
the Arabs and the lands of Edom holy people who feared God and worshipped Him, like Job and his four
friends. And we see in Nineveh, a repentant people.

17. The disagreement that appeared in the dialogue between Job and his friends can be summed up in
two principles

Job's principle: The calamity that befell him was not deserved since he did not commit sins that
deserved this calamity, and Job continued to defend this principle.

The principle of the friends: God does not allow calamities to befall the righteous, and if Job was not
evil, God's vengeance would not have befallen him, so he must repent. This thinking of Job's friends
remained common: calamities befall the wicked as punishment for a sin or sins that had been
committed previously. Therefore, the disciples asked the Lord about the man born blind, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9: 2), and the disciples imagined that sin
must be punished even if it befalls the children.

But this book shows that the righteous may be afflicted with pain, and we later saw the pain of Christ
while He was without sin. Job's endurance and patience were a source of comfort to many who suffered
throughout the ages.

18. We notice the following in the sayings of Job's friends:

A. That they contain many sound spiritual opinions. These arise from the fact that God spoke to His
pious servants in various forms, including visions and dreams, etc. before there was a Holy Book. The
evidence for this is that Paul the Apostle in (Hebrews 12: 5, 6) speaks about the Lord's discipline of His
beloved and the words are taken from (Job 5: 17). We find a correspondence between (Job 5: 18) and
the sayings of the prophets in (Isaiah 30: 26 + Deuteronomy 32: 29 + Hosea 6: 1). (Compare Job 5: 13
with 1 Corinthians 3: 19). If the New Testament quotes from the Book of Job, then it is a divine book
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

B. There were wrong opinions of Job's friends, which arose from their human attempts to apply God's
words to Job. They had correct information about God's ways, but their mistake was in the application,
simply because no one knows what is in man's heart except God. We find that they tried to pin the
charge of evil on Job in light of their information. And God was angry with these attempts. They
understood from God that evil has its punishment, and they tried with their spiritual information to
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apply the principle to Job, and thus, he is evil since he is afflicted. This is the human deficiency in
understanding God's revelations, and for this reason, how can we condemn a person while no one but
God knows the secrets of people and judges them (Romans 2: 16). Job's friends did not notice Job's
submission to God's will, but in their arrogance, they thought that they were able to find justification for
all the causes of human suffering and how ignorant man is of all the ways of God (Romans 11: 33).

C. The plan of Job's friends was to condemn him and prove his evil to him so that he would repent and
God would forgive him, and they had probably agreed on this together. Job did not need someone to
condemn him in this painful situation, but rather someone to give him an encouraging and comforting
word. The words of his friends were a reason for increasing his pain, especially when they accused him
of his integrity with God, so he cried out at them, "You are all weary comforters" (Job 16: 2).

D. After the dialogue between Job and the three friends ended in a dead end, with each of them clinging
to his opinion, Elihu intervened in the dialogue as a judge who condemned both parties. After Elihu, God
spoke to judge and condemn, so Elihu was like a forerunner of God, just as John the Baptist was a
forerunner of Christ. Elihu's words had prepared everyone's hearts to hear God. Elihu's words
summarized that God may permit pains for discipline and perfection.

19. The concept of Elihu is the concept of the New Testament (Hebrews 12: 5). Paul the Apostle even
adds, "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory," (2 Corinthians 4: 17). Rather, suffering has become a gift from God (Philippians
1: 29).

20. The beauty of the story of Job is that the entire book revolves around God's concern for one Gentile
person. So it is my story and your story. God still cares for me and you personally, and Satan still accuses
me and you. The beauty of the book is also that we see that God turns the plots and envy of Satan
against us for our good, for He is the doer of good. "You, O my Master have turned for me the
punishment into salvation" (Gregorian Liturgy)

21. Job is a symbol of Jesus Christ

Job was a perfect righteous man (relatively) Christ was without sin

Job was exposed to the envy of Satan and was Satan envied Christ and tempted him.
tempted by Satan.

The trials reached the terrible disease and the The trials reached the crucifixion of Christ.
death of children.
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Introduction

His friends abandoned him during his trial (Job
19: 13, 14)

Christ was abandoned even by his disciples.

They spat in his face (Job 30: 10).

And so did with Christ (Matthew 26: 67).

Job overcame his temptation and did not
blaspheme God.

Christ overcame the temptation on the
mountain. And on the cross, He overcame Satan.

Job, after his glory, became in a contemptible
state.

Christ humbled himself, taking the form of a
servant.

After the trial, Job returned to his glory.

Christ, after the resurrection, ascended to
heaven.

Job got double what he had, and double is the
firstborn's share in the inheritance, so Joseph's
share, a symbol of Christ, was double (Ephraim
and Manasseh instead of Joseph).

Christ became the firstborn of those who had
fallen asleep and became the firstborn among
many brothers to give His brothers the
inheritance.

Job interceded for his friends.

Christ now intercedes for us before the Father.

Job's sufferings made him thrown outside the
city.

Jesus was crucified outside Jerusalem.

In his sufferings, his friends did not recognize him
(Job 2:12)

He had no form or comeliness. . . (Isaiah 53: 2)

22. Because Job was a symbol of Christ in his suffering, the Church reads the Book of Job on Wednesday

of Pascha, which is called Wednesday of Job. Job is a symbol of the suffering Christ. We read much of

the Book of Job during Lent, as reading this book gives humility in worship and contrition in spirit. The

Coptic Church celebrates him on the first of Tut.

23. Job prophesies about Christ

During his suffering, Job's eyes were opened to see from afar or to desire the presence of a mediator

who would reconcile God and man. "Nor is there any mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us

both." (Job 9: 33). He wondered, "If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service | will

wait, Till my change comes." (Job 14: 14). This question remained pending in the Old Testament until He,

the desire of generations, came to give life to those who died after He reconciled them with His Father.

He became their witness and intercessor in the heavens, as Job saw in (Job 16: 19). Rather, Job cried

out, saying about him, "For | know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth." (Job

19: 25). And because our Redeemer lives, He will revive us after we die, and without this body of ours
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that died, we see God (Job 19: 26). In his sufferings, Job's eyes were opened and he saw what no other
healthy person saw. Therefore, our teacher James says, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into
various trials," (James 1: 2). Job became a prophet who saw the future when he patiently accepted
sufferings. Thus, if we accept the cross that is placed upon us and have fellowship with Christ on the
cross, our eyes will be opened, and we will see what the healthy do not see. Therefore, the saints
desired trials.

24. On the other hand, we find that Elihu, the believer who is zealous for the glory of God, has his eyes
opened and sees this mediator, that is, Christ (Job 33: 23). Just as the fellowship of suffering and the
cross opens the eyes, so strong faith and true knowledge of God open the eyes.

25. Finally, we say that Job's life is a story of the suffering of God's holy people until God brings them to
true perfection. We understand from Job's story that pain is not a punishment for sin for God's children
but rather a path to perfection for them. The angel commanded Tobit to wipe his father's eyes with the
gall so that they would be opened, and through bitter experiences, our eyes are opened so that we
know the faults within us, are purified, and see God. "Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see
God." This is the path to perfection. We find this concept in Tobit, as he realized that the pains he
suffered were for discipline (Tobit 11: 16, 17). It is certain that Job thanks God now, while he is in
heaven, for all the trials that God allowed to happen to him, for they are what brought him to heaven.
God perfects Christ through suffering (Hebrews 2: 10) so He may be like us in every way. And He
perfects us through suffering so that we may be like Christ.

26. God may not agree with some human ideas, but we find that God deals with them because humans
only understand these ideas or that language. God speaks to humans in the language and manner they
understand so that God's ideas reach their minds. The Bible is the simplest way (and in a human style)
that God used to explain His ideas. Still, it is written in human language, and no matter what the human
language is, it is limited and incapable of demonstrating God's ideas and explaining the heavenly things.
Let us take examples:

A. The wise Solomon wrote the Book of Song of Solomon to depict the state of love between Christ and
the human soul. Still, Solomon wrote the book using ordinary words of love between a man and a
woman, and those who try to understand it in a literal way and not symbolically stumble greatly in the
book.

B. Paul the Apostle quoted from the sayings of the Greek poets, saying, "Cretans are always liars ..."
(Titus 1: 12). He found in the saying of the pagan poet what supports and clarifies his idea, so he quoted
from his sayings and did not refrain.

C. God used a star in heaven with the Magi to explain to them about the birth of Christ as a great
person, as they only understand the language of the stars.
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D. The Lord Christ says to the Canaanite woman, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it
to the little dogs." The Jews called the Canaanites dogs, and Christ accepted to use it to stir feelings of
repentance among the Canaanite woman. This is what Paul the Apostle did, see (Philippians 3: 2).

E. The descriptions of heaven in the Book of Revelation are symbolic in human language so that we
understand.

F. The Bible says about God that He "regretted" and "wrathful" and "the Hand of God" and "the eye of
God" are words in human language so that we understand according to our level of understanding.

Therefore, there is no objection to the poet who wrote the Book of Job or composed it into poetry to
qguote from Egyptian culture to explain his point of view. He quoted many ideas from Egyptian culture,
such as the salamander, Leviathan, etc., and even some myths about solar eclipses, for example.

27. The Gregorian Liturgy says, "You bandaged me with all the remedies, which lead to life." There are
two types of remedies:

What is given to heal an illness = and the trials that befell Job are of this type. And about these, the
Apostle Paul said, "deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." (1 Corinthians 5: 5)

What is given as protection from illness = and God used this with Paul himself so that he would not be
puffed up 2 Corinthians 12.

28. Please review the end of chapter 42 under the title "An Overview of the Book."

10



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 1

Chapter 1

(Verse 1): There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and
upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.

the land of Uz: On the borders of Edom and the Arab countries east of the Mediterranean Sea and north
of the Gulf of Agaba in the Red Sea. We note that the Sabaeans are a tribe that inhabited the Arab and
Chaldean countries, and their land was first between Syria and the Euphrates River before they settled
in Babylon. And the friend Eliphaz the Temanite, Job's companion, was from Edom, as Teman was from
the land of Edom. See Lamentations 4: 21. The land of Uz was famous for wisdom. Therefore, Job's
companions were from his Edomite and Arab neighbours. Job was not an Israelite; neither were his
friends. God chose Israel for the Messiah to come from them, but this does not mean that God limited
His dealings to Israel and left the rest of the world (Review point number 7 in the introduction)

whose name was Job: The name has more than one interpretation: 1) He is a man who grieves and
groans. 2) It is said that it is derived from the Arabic verb "ab" which means to return, and the meaning
of the name is to return and repent.

that man was blameless : He was relatively blameless compared to those around him; that is, he is
better than those around him. As an elementary student, he achieved 100%, but he does not
understand high school lessons. Job had the sin of self-righteousness; he did not offer sacrifices for
himself but only for his children and talked a lot about his perfection and righteousness. This is the
opposite of what was said about Moses in (Exodus 34: 29) "that Moses did not know that the skin of his
face shone while he talked with Him." Because Moses did not look at himself to admire himself, but was
busy looking at God, so he did not know what happened to him. Let us learn to look only to heaven and
compare ourselves with heaven. "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect." When we look to heaven, we find ourselves sinful. Job finally reached this when God shone His
light on him, and he saw the truth about himself. As for those who look at others and compare
themselves with them, they are prone to:

1) Feeling self-righteous. 2) Seeing the faults of others and condemning them

feared God and shunned evil: The Bible says in (Proverbs 12: 21), "No grave trouble will overtake the
righteous." So why did Job suffer? The word evil in (Proverbs 12: 21) means harm or injury. What
happened to Job did not harm him, but cleansed and purified him. . . For all things work together for
good to those who love God. That is why we call God the Beneficent in the prayer of thanksgiving. For
whatever happens is for good. Sometimes, we may not understand, and this is due to our limited
understanding (John 13: 7). The secret of Job's success was that he feared God, and God blessed him
and increased his wealth and children. But He allowed him some trials to perfect him because trials
reveal what is hidden from us.
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(Verses 2-3): And seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 Also, his possessions were
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female
donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.

Job's perfection caused this great blessing. The number of cattle measured wealth in the days of the
patriarchs. yoke of oxen = that which is plowed by two cows side by side.

the greatest of all the people of the East = the people of the East are those east of the land of Palestine.
Job was the greatest of them in terms of wealth, wisdom, righteousness, and perfection. He said about
himself that people used to bow down to him.

(Verses 4-5): And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would
send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 So it was, when the days of feasting
had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning
and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, "It may be that my sons
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." Thus Job did regularly.

Here, we find another description of Job's prosperity and piety. How he was happy with his children, and
they were probably married, each having his own home, living in love and success and having a common
life (Psalm 133: 1).

and he would rise early in the morning = We notice the importance of starting the day with prayer so
that God may bless the whole day and we may be sanctified. We see Job's apparent mistake here. He
offers sacrifices for his children but does not offer a sacrifice for himself, as he does not sin in his own
eyes, which is self-righteousness.

cursed God in their hearts = they forgot God in their pleasures, and He is the Giver of all their good
things. Nothing distances the mind from God as much as being preoccupied with the body's demands.
And man tends to forget God in his pleasures, so Job was careful to call his children to worship after
their feasts were over. would send and sanctify them = Sanctification includes repentance for the sins
they committed and physical purity as well (bathing and washing clothes) in preparation for offering
sacrifices, prayer and worship. We notice here that Job was the priest of the family; he offered sacrifices
to ask forgiveness for them. This means that he was in the time of the patriarchs before the Mosaic Law
that specified the priesthood and the offering of sacrifices in the lineage of Aaron.

Thus Job did regularly = whoever worships God with righteous worship must worship Him with
perpetual worship.

(Verse 6): Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord,
and Satan also came among them.

Jesus Christ also used parables to explain the nature of the kingdom. Here, the writer, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, explains a heavenly scene and conversations between God and Satan in the presence of
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angels. Man has never seen such a scene and cannot be imagined by man, for heaven contains what no
eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no human mind has conceived. But this pictorial scene, where the
angels are gathered in the presence of God, receiving their orders from Him, then coming to report what
they have done, and Satan the accuser comes among them to accuse mankind, is a depiction in human
language as far as we can understand. Thus, we find the Apostle Paul redrawing the same scene in
(Romans 8: 33, 34). There are some notes on this verse:

1. Satan was at large before the coming of Jesus Christ, and when the Lord became incarnate... He
bound Satan, (Revelation 20: 1-3). His restriction means he cannot test people according to his whims,
but he is now like a dog tied with a chain, so he cannot bite except those who come close to him. He
may bark and howl and frighten people, but he cannot bite except those who come close to him.

2. Satan has challenged God and has become His enemy, and every person who fears God has become
Satan's enemy, and Satan fights his worship and submission to God.

3. Satan was, at the beginning of his creation, an overshadowing cherub surrounding the divine throne.
The divine inspiration called him "son of the morning" before his disobedience. The morning star is a
bright planet that appears in the morning and is the most colourful of the heavenly bodies. It is called
Venus and, in Latin, Lucifer. Satan fell from this brilliant rank after he was full of wisdom. Arrogance
entered him, and instead of glorifying God, he took pride in himself. His fall transformed him from a
cherub of glory to a lost devil. The word Satan comes from the word "Shatan EI" and means an
opponent, resistor, or against God. In Greek, he was called "Diaphlos," which means false accuser or
slanderer. It was translated into Arabic as "Iblis," which means the unjust slanderer. Another of his
names is the dragon or the ancient serpent for his strength and cunning in war. He always complains
about people, discovers their weak points and tempts them to fall, and if they fall, he complains about
them. Rather, he also complains about God in our ears, saying that God is harsh and does not love man.
With any trial that man falls into, Satan comes to complain about God in our ears. If man believes
Satan's complaint and repeats with him, "Why does God not love me and cause me to suffer this pain?"
Here, Satan goes to complain to God that man has blasphemed, and this is what Satan tried with Job.

4. We see in the previous picture that God is the Pantocrator, and Satan is not entirely free to act, but
rather our life is managed in heaven. . . So why should we fear? Rather, why do we wonder about the
source of any pain that befalls us? Is it from God or is it from Satan? And we must repeat with Job, shall
we not accept adversity? God is the Pantocrator, and everything that happens is under His permission
and control. In fact, the first time, God allowed Satan to tempt Job in everything but without touching
his skin and body. And the second time, He allowed this on the condition that he did not touch his life;
that is, he did not die. Therefore, we understand that Satan's authority is limited and within the limits of
what God allows. And what God allows is for the good of man, for God loves man, (Romans 8:28).

5. This heavenly scene, God and His angels around Him and Satan in their midst, is repeated in the
church on earth, so whenever there is a gathering of God's children, Satan enters their midst to sow
doubt and hatred among them. Let us beware.... Satan tempted Christ Himself.
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6. Before the Bible tells us how Job's suffering shocked him and befell him in this visible world, it tells us
how things were arranged in heaven in the spirit world. Satan, who had intense enmity with Job because
of his piety, sought permission from God to torment him. If God allows it, then we are in God's hands, so
why the fear? Satan is indeed a hostile force against man and influences his life. They are spirits who
never cease their war against humanity (Ephesians 6: 12). But: * God, the Pantocrator, sets the limits
within which Satan operates, and he operates under God's control and with His permission. He brings
out of the suffering that Satan causes us what is best for the salvation of our souls. This is what
happened to Job here. God "And out of the strong came something sweet." and "And we know that all
things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose." * Other unseen forces support us, namely the angels: "Are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?" (Hebrews 1: 14). Abraham unwittingly
entertained angels (Hebrews 13: 2).

7. Some have objected, "How can Satan have the ability to reach the divine majesty and the abode of
the pure angels?" The response is that God is not confined to a place (see Jeremiah 23: 24, Isaiah 66: 1 +
1 Kings 8: 27 + Isaiah 57: 15 + Psalm 139: 1-12). God is present everywhere, and the appearance of the
angels and Satan before God is a concession of divine majesty and its manifestation before His creation,
both righteous and wicked, to reveal His purposes. However, we must understand that there is a
difference. The angels see God's glory and rejoice, exult, and praise Him. However, Satan sees God's
justice and judgment against him, and he trembles and becomes increasingly agitated against God's
children. When Satan comes among the angels, he does not see God's glory but rather sees the angry
face of God, who is condemning him.

(Verse 7): And the Lord said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the Lord and
said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it."

From where do you come?: This does not mean that God does not know, but rather that Satan is under
God's scrutinizing eye no matter where he goes. In the same way, God asked Adam, "Where are you?" It
is a question indicating that God knows everything that Satan is doing. "From going to and fro on the
earth" means his work is constant, continuous, active, and everywhere. Satan could not claim he was
doing good, for he knew God scrutinizes everything. He did not dare to admit that he was doing harm,
for he trembled at the mere presence of God.

(Verse 8): Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?"

God is the One who initiates the questioning. He knows that Satan hates Job and, indeed, all righteous
people. God knows that Satan put it in his heart to accuse Job and seek permission to harm and test
him. So God begins to speak of Job with honour, boasting about His servant and testifying to his integrity
and that he walks uprightly. It pleases God to speak of His righteous children, "for those who honor Me |
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will honor." The fact that God begins with the questioning shows that God is the One who has all things
in His hand as the Pantocrator. It demonstrates God's concern for Job as a person and so for each of us.
He began because He knew Satan's intentions and that he wanted to test Job. God wanted this trial for
Job's good so that Job would be more perfected and purified from his self-righteousness. For God to
begin speaking about Job means that God is saying, "I know your mission, Satan, and | know what you
are thinking." Indeed, God knows the jealousy and envy in Satan's heart against us and that Satan will
not tolerate a word of praise from God for any human being. Therefore, God took the initiative to praise
Job before Satan, knowing his reaction. From all this, we understand that 1) We have an advocate ready
to defend us even before we are accused. 2) God, as the Pantocrator, used Satan as a tool to purify His
beloved Job out of love for him. After Job was purified, God removed this rod from him. And God does
the same with each of us. 3) By this, we understand the meaning that all things work together for good.

(Verse 9): So Satan answered the Lord and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing?

Does Job fear God for nothing? Satan could not bear to hear Job praised, as he does not bear any
righteous, striving person, so he directed all his arrows against him. That is why Satan's wars against us
intensify when we confess, repent, and receive Holy Communion. Anyone who cannot bear to hear
praise directed at someone other than themselves is like Satan. Satan began his complaint and attack
against Job, finding no sin in him to accuse him of. Therefore, he slandered him, accusing him of not
worshipping God for God's sake but because he was receiving temporal blessings. In other words, his
worship was utilitarian, and he would not be worshipping God if he did not receive temporal benefits.
(Some still worship God to obtain material benefits and blessings, and if they lose them, they abandon
God or imagine that God has abandoned them.) Rather, it is a war from Satan, as he deceives God's
children and convinces them that they must receive a material reward and material benefits in return
for their worship. But we must look forward to eternal reward and heavenly inheritance, for this is what
God has prepared for us.

Note that Satan accuses God's children when they sin, and so do the children of Satan. But God's
children cover up for the sinner. Refer to the story of Saint Macarius, when he covered up the sin of the
adulterous monk and heard a voice say, "Blessed are you, Macarius, for you have become like God."

Let us understand that God would not have allowed Satan to accuse Job unless Job's heart was filled
with a sin which is self-righteousness. Therefore, the tempter was able to find a place in Job to accuse
him, and this is what made God agree to let Satan tempt Job. As for Christ, because He was sinless, He
said of Satan, "the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me."

(Verse 10): Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has
on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.

You not made a hedge around him: That is, to protect him, his family, and his property. God's people
always genuinely enjoy God's protection (Zechariah 2: 5). Job's wealth would not have increased without
God's blessing.
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(Verse 11): But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to
Your face!"

Here, Satan speaks maliciously and spitefully, saying that if God allowed Job to be tested, he would
abandon his piety and would even blaspheme God. Satan wants to prove that Job does not fear God out
of love for Him but out of love for His gifts. He wants to prove that God does not have a single faithful
servant among mankind, that there is no genuine sincerity in piety in the world, and that all religiosity is
nothing but a false claim and pretense. Thus, Satan becomes the actual king of all mankind. Although
Satan has supernatural powers, we find here that he has miscalculated. Job neither blasphemed nor
forsook God. For God alone knows what is in the heart. Therefore, God allowed Job to be tested,
knowing he would not blaspheme. God alone is the One who permits trials and determines their extent
so that we do not despair and lose heart (Psalm 125: 3). He allows this trial if there is benefit to the
person himself from the trial.

(Verse 12): And the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand
on his person." So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.

Here, God permits Satan to test Job, but within limits. "only do not lay a hand on his person" meaning,
do not touch his body, only his possessions. Therefore, the authority given to Satan is limited. God only
allows trials within the limits of what we can bear (1 Corinthians 10: 13). God knew that Job's balance of
grace allowed him to endure it (see Psalm 37: 23-25).

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord: This is what Cain did, and this is what every evil
person who follows Satan does. He cannot remain before the Lord.

(Verse 13): Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their
oldest brother's house;

From Satan's evil and hatred for mankind, especially the righteous, we find that as soon as he received
permission from God to harm Job, he immediately proceeded to act. We notice in Satan's plan that his
strukes against Job came on a day of joy so that the strikes would have a more painful impact on Job's
soul. The strikes were successive and consecutive so that Job would not have a chance to catch his
breath or rest and find comfort. We also notice in Satan's plan that he tried to drive a wedge between
God and Job and between Job and God. He tried to get Job to complain about God and make Job think
that all these strikes were due to God's wrath against him. The fire and the wind are in God's hand, and
God left them to attack Job. The attack of the Sabeans and the Chaldeans means that God did not
protect his servant Job or shield him from them. Therefore, Satan put in the mouths of the young men
the saying, "The fire of God fell from heaven."
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(Verse 14): and a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding
beside them,

Satan incites Job against God, even though it was Satan who instigated the Sabeans to attack Job's
property. Job's losses were identical to all his aforementioned properties, as if he had lost everything
quickly. Satan did not give him the opportunity to reflect on his past life and perhaps discover a sin that
he would regret or to calm down between blows and find blessed submission before God. Job later said,
"For destruction from God is a terror to me" (Job 31: 23).

(Verse 15): when the Sabeans raided them and took them away—indeed they have killed the servants
with the edge of the sword; and | alone have escaped to tell you!"

the Sabeans : It is originally Sheba in Hebrew. They were raiders whose wars and conquests reached as
far as Yemen, which is also attributed to the same tribe. They were raiders who raided lands, took their
inhabitants captive, and traded in slaves.

the servants = farmers and shepherds, and they were killed while defending their master's property
(Genesis 25: 3).

(Verse 16): While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "The fire of God fell from heaven
and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and | alone have escaped to tell
you!"

The fire of God: An unusual lightning bolt of severe intensity headed straight for Job's property. What
upsets Job is that he used to offer sacrifices to God in his worship from his livestock, and now he finds
that God is sending down fire to consume all his livestock instead of blessing them. In Hebrew, when the
name of God is added to something, it indicates the enormity of the thing. The fire of God = a very great
fire, God's army = a very huge army, and so on.

(Verse 17): While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three
bands, raided the camels and took them away, yes, and killed the servants with the edge of the
sword; and | alone have escaped to tell you!"

The Chaldeans : They are named after the place they inhabited, Chaldea, south of Babylon. They
included ancient priests, and before they conquered Babylon, they raided the west, roaming the land
between the eastern Jordan and the Euphrates. They later settled in Babylon.
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(Verse 18): While he was still speaking, another also came and said, "Your sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house,

The strike of his sons and daughters deeply wounded his heart, for they are the most precious thing he
owns. Therefore, Satan saved this strike to be the last one, to push him to blaspheme God. The wind is
in the hand of God, so when the wind comes with this force to kill the children, he understands that it is
God who did this. And this is what Bildad understood (Job 8: 4).

(Verse 19): and suddenly a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of
the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and | alone have escaped to tell you!"

a great wind : A storm that revolves in its course and destroys.

(Verse20): Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and
worshiped.

Tearing one's robe and shaving one's hair are signs of grief, and these are normal feelings. Job acted like
a human being in his ordeal, and thus, Christ wept over the tomb of Lazarus. Christ was like us in
everything except sin. God is not bothered by normal feelings, but rather, He is afflicted by every
affliction that befalls us. Let us note that any human being who experiences what Job experienced and
does not grieve is a solid rock, not a human being. Despite all this, Job did not utter a single
blasphemous word and maintained his inner peace until he received the news of his children's death.
Rather, he fell to the ground and worshiped. He sought refuge in God during his ordeal and did not
blaspheme Him. He sought refuge in Him in worship and prostration and did not run away from Him or
abandon Him. (There is a bad habit among some people who, when a loved one dies, withdraw from
church for a period.) For a person to seek refuge in God in his ordeal allows him to calm down before
God, and God gives him a peace that is difficult for a person to find apart from God.

(Verse 21): And he said: "Naked | came from my mother's womb, And naked shall | return there. The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord."

Here Job's greatness is revealed, and the Apostle Paul quoted this verse (1 Timothy 6: 7). It is sin that
made man naked (so he is born, and thus he dies), but godly souls come forth clothed with
righteousness (2 Corinthians 5: 3). The Lord gave = he attributed all the goodness he had to God, and he
did not say, "My hands and my strength have made me rich." and the Lord has taken away = we do not
care who caused the disaster, whether it is Satan, the enemies (the Sabeans and Chaldeans), or nature
(fire and wind). Rather, we are in God's hand, and God is in control of all, and when we lose something,
we say, "The Lord allowed it." Indeed, some people say that their luck is bad when they lose, which goes
against their faith that God is in control of all and everything is under His control. Note that Job said this
wonderful statement while prostrating before God in prayer. Worship amid tribulation gives strength
and comfort to the suffering. This submissive spirit leads to surrender to God with conviction. Blessed
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be the name of the Lord = This is one of the blessings of prayer and a humble spirit. He did not curse the
Sabaeans, the lightning, the wind, or his bad luck, but rather the tongue speaks from the abundance of

the heart. Job's humble heart could not curse, so he blessed God and thanked Him (and thus, the Church
teaches us to thank Him on every occasion). Complaining, boredom, and impatience are in fact, accusing

God of ignorance.

(Verse 22): In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

The Holy Spirit acknowledges Job in a gracious testimony of his steadfastness and holiness because he

did not sin.
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Chapter 2

(Verses 1-6): Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 And the Lord said to
Satan, "From where do you come?" Satan answered the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the
earth, and from walking back and forth on it." 3 Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered
My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears
God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to
destroy him without cause." 4 So Satan answered the Lord and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man
has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he
will surely curse You to Your face!" 6 And the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your hand, but spare
his life."

Satan was confident that Job would blaspheme the first time after all the blows he had inflicted upon
him. However, he blessed God. This was proof of Job's faithfulness and of Satan's lies and slander.
Therefore, we find him trying again. He is the accuser of humanity before God day and night (Revelation
12: 10). He should have been embarrassed the first time, but let us know that he will not cease until he
is thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone. To this day, his malice will not abate, so we find him here
instructing God to pour out His wrath on Job himself.

Here we see a depiction of a heavenly court, with God as the judge and Satan as the accuser who
accuses Job. We find Satan lying, saying, "From going to and fro on the earth" as if he had not plotted
all these conspiracies against God's righteous servant Job. From this, we understand the saying that
Satan wanders about doing evil... but God, as it was said of Christ, "went about doing good."

Here we find the judge defending the accused, "there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and
upright man." And he condemns Satan, saying, "although you incited Me against him, to destroy him
without cause." Satan did not admit sinning, but said, "Skin for skin! " This was a common proverb, as
skins were commonly used in commercial transactions. Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life:
The meaning is that Job is willing to sacrifice the skin of others, even his own children, as long as his own
skin is intact.

This saying is largely true, as many, if not most, people would prioritize their own lives and well-being
over those closest to them, even their own children. This selfish principle is rooted in Satan, who
understands no true meaning of selfless love.

We notice that Satan transformed Job's patience and endurance of all the losses that befell him into a
new accusation: He was not concerned about all the losses that befell him as long as the strikes did not
touch his own skin. In this, he accuses him of selfishness, revealing his lie. However, he is a liar and the
father of lies (the source of all lies). He exploited this to ask to test him in his bone and his flesh, i.e., the
sensitive parts that are very painful in their pain. God allowed Satan to do this = Behold, he is in your
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hand, he has no authority over people except with God's permission. We notice that the permission is
limited to but spare his life and directing strikes at him, but not to death. Satan was hoping to take his
soul, i.e., to push him to the pain of death, imagining that these pains could push him to blaspheme as
he dies, thus losing the last chance for repentance, dying in a state of blasphemy, and perishing. But God
did not allow the pain to reach the point of death. Let us note that life is in God's hand, not in the hand
of a human or Satan. The meaning of the permission that God gave Satan was to afflict Job with a non-
fatal illness. Let us note that God allowed Satan to test Job again because Job's hidden illness had not
yet appeared.

(Verses 7-10): So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd with which to
scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold
fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!" 10 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish
women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this
Job did not sin with his lips.

struck Job with painful boils : It was said that his illness was leprosy, and it was also said that it was the
most severe form of erysipelas, which is very painful and disturbs the sleep of the afflicted person, how
much more so if it affected the whole body. It was also said that it was cluster boils all over the body
with ulcers and inflammation all over the body. The symptoms of his illness were: 1) Itching (Job 2: 8),
the appearance of his face changed (Job 2: 12), his flesh was worm-like, dirt stuck to the ulcers and they
cracked, and pus came out of them (Job 7: 5), and because of his pain he could not sleep, and if he did
sleep his dreams were terrifying (Job 7: 14), he could not breathe (Job 7: 15), he could not walk (Job 13:
27), and his smell was bad (Job 19: 17), with a heat in his bones (Job 30: 30), which changed the
appearance of his face (Job 2: 12) and made the children laugh at him (Job 19: 18).

And he took for himself a potsherd : that is, he scraped his body with a piece of a broken pottery vessel.
Note that Lazarus found comfort in the tongues of the dogs that came to lick his sores, but Job did not.
We add to Job's suffering that his children and servants all perished, and his wife abandoned him.

while he sat in the midst of the ashes = The Septuagint says that he sat on a dunghill outside the city.
Generally, ashes are a sign of sorrow, as if someone sitting in ashes does so because they imagine they
are nothing more than ashes. Ashes are a sign of sorrow and also a sign of repentance (Jonah 3: 6 + Job
42: 6 + Isaiah 58: 5).

Verse (9): "Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!"""
Satan has tools he uses to fight the righteous and cause them to fall into blasphemy, including:

A- Evil people like the Sabeans and Chaldeans.
B- Nature (fire and wind). Rather, he placed in the mouth of the one who gave Job the shocking news

that the fire is the fire of God. In Hebrew, when God is mentioned after something, the meaning is that
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this thing is very enormous. So when we say "the mountain of God," it means a very huge mountain, and
so on.

C- Satan's intellectual warfare and his making Job doubt that God does not love him or that God is
persecuting him.

D- Satan used Job's friends to increase his pain. Job's friends loved God but were ignorant of His ways,
causing Job pain when they accused him of being a sinner and deserving of what happened to him. Job's
friends were pious, and their words were very true, but applying them to Job was a mistake. They
judged him unjustly and were wrong because they assumed they had complete knowledge. "My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge." They could not comfort Job; instead, they provoked him, leading
him to sin. Let us learn not to rebuke a sinner while he is suffering from the consequences of his sin.
Christ did not rebuke one sinner, but rather declared His love for all, especially since we may condemn
those who are innocent.

E- The last person Satan used to push Job to blasphemy was his wife (the subject of this verse). Satan
may have left her alone without causing her death, as he did with their sons, so that she would tire Job
out and make his life miserable. She would also tempt him and incite him to blasphemy. Let us
understand that Satan can use those closest to us, just as he tempted Adam through Eve and Christ
through Peter (Matthew 16: 22, 23).

Curse God and die! =The meaning is that God will do you no good if you ask for Him, and you are
inevitably dying due to your illnesses. So what good is it to cry out, "Lord?" Stop blessing the Lord and
blaspheme Him, for He is the cause of your mortal suffering.

The intended meaning is to deny God and abandon Him, even if your blasphemy leads to your death.
Your death is better than your life in such pain. Thus, Satan always tries to inspire harsh thoughts about
God, suggesting to humans that God is pleased with their misery and unhappiness. These are false
thoughts, but their goal is to blaspheme God, and that is Satan's goal. Satan may use another method to
achieve the same goal, as we perceive in the words of Job's wife: mocking those who cling to their
perfection. It is most likely that Job's wife was pious, but she could not endure the trial (poverty and the
loss of her children).

You speak as one of the foolish women speaks: Note that he did not tell her that she was ignorant;
rather, even in his intense pain, his tongue was pure. He simply rebuked her for her thoughts.

Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity? Job considered that God is
in control of all and is responsible for his life. Thus, we must thank God for the good that comes to us
and not be disturbed by the evil that comes to us, for we are in His hand, and no evil comes to us except
with His permission (John 19: 11). Let us note that Job's patient endurance of pain is a victory over
Satan, because Satan's constant voice in the ear of the suffering one is questioning God's love for the
suffering one and rejecting the pain that God has permitted, as Peter said to Christ when Christ told
them of his suffering and death, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" (Matthew 16:
21-23). Therefore, the pain of martyrdom, which represents the complete mortification of the body, is
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considered a final victory over Satan. Therefore, martyrdom is considered a war against Satan, as
martyrdom is the pinnacle of love, faith and trust in God, and this is the opposite of what Satan inspires.

(Verses 11-13): Now when Job's three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, each
one came from his own place—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.
For they had made an appointment together to come and mourn with him, and to comfort him. 12
And when they raised their eyes from afar, and did not recognize him, they lifted their voices and
wept; and each one tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his head toward heaven. 13 So they sat down
with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw
that his grief was very great.

Some time passed between the previous painful events that happened to Job. During this time, news
reached Job's friends, who travelled to him. They were truly loyal friends who not only knew him in his
riches, but also left their homes to comfort their grieving friend. On their way to Job, it seems they came
to the common understanding that God would not have punished Job with such evil if Job had not been
so wicked. It is clear from the three friends' conversations that they were highly wise and righteous.
They may have been descendants of Abraham and had retained some of Abraham's good fruits. In
general, their land was distinguished by wisdom.

Eliphaz the Temanite = He was a descendant of Teman, Esau's grandson (Genesis 36: 11)
Bildad the Shuhite = He was related to Shuah, whom Keturah bore to Abraham (Genesis 25: 2).
Zophar the Naamathite = It is said that he was Zepho, Esau's grandson (Genesis 36: 11).

A true friend recognizes the time of trouble. Thus, Christ, the friend of humanity, came to us in our
troubles. He came to comfort us, and He was the best comforter. However, the problem with Job's
companions was that they were weary comforters. Let us trust that the true Comforter is the Holy Spirit.

did not recognize him: as the sores disfigured His appearance. Wept = weeping with those who weep.
For someone to go and comfort another, what is required is not only words but sincere feelings. Thus
Christ, who in all our affliction was afflicted. and sprinkled dust = wanted to humble themselves with
their friend. no one spoke a word to him = in their astonishment and grief, they did not know what to
say, or they were suffocated from the intensity of their emotion. In general, sometimes silence is better
than speech, and it is more eloquent. They were satisfied first to hear from him about his troubles.
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Chapter 3

Job is an example of patience, but he is human, and we find him here having sinned with his lips and the
Bible recorded what Job said not for us to follow but to warn us, "Therefore let him who thinks he
stands take heed lest he fall." (1 Corinthians 10: 11, 12). Here, Job complains about the severity of his
trial, and we should note that complaining is a judgment on God that he has sinned. As for Jesus, He
endured pain without complaining but with joy for our salvation. The Bible showed Job and other saints
as human beings with weaknesses, for only God is perfect. And in His anger:

1. He complained that he had been born (1-10).... His reasoning is that if life is so difficult, why was he
born?

2. He complained that he didn't die as soon as he was born (11-19). . .. If God allowed me to be born,
why didn't | die immediately?

3. He complained that his life was prolonged while he was in his ordeal (20-26).... If God allowed me to
live, why shouldn't | die in pain, thus let Him shorten the duration of the pain.

We note from Job's complaint that the hidden abscess began to appear from the pressure of the ordeal.
When he spoke in complaint, the abscess began to open, allowing the pus to flow out. God continued to
apply pressure, Job suffered, and the pus flowed out until he was completely healed. He said, "Behold, |
am vile; What shall | answer You? | lay my hand over my mouth." (Job 40: 4). Here, all the pus had
flowed out.

(Verse 1): After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.

His friends were silent, but they looked at Job with a questioning look!! Why all this unless you are a
sinner? Looks of judgment were in their eyes. Job began to complain, and everyone who had suffered a
loss believe they had the right to complain and speak out. But complaining and grumbling do not bring
comfort, but rather tranquillity and submission to God do.

cursed the day of his birth: The meaning of him cursing the day of his birth is that he wished he had
never been born. In doing so, he forgot the good for which he was born and the good in which he lived
for a long time. Cursing the day of birth because of the calamities that befall us means that we are
quarrelling with the God who allowed this. It is better to hate the day of our spiritual death on which we
learned the path of fall and sin. Whoever is destined for hell like Judas has the right to curse his birthday
(Matthew 26: 24). Many have cursed their birthday, as did Jeremiah (Jeremiah 15: 10 + 20:14). However,
no one cursed his second day of birth on which he received the blessing of sonship. Note that Job sinned
when he cursed the day of his birth and complained, but he did not blaspheme God as Satan imagined.

24



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 3

(Verse 2): And Job spoke, and said:

(Verse 3): "May the day perish on which | was born, And the night in which it was said, 'A male child is
conceived.'

May the day perish : This is a poetic image in which the poet imagines the day of his birth as someone
dying, terrified, and not happy. The point is that if he had died on the day of his birth, he would not have
been born into such intense pain.

(Verse 4): May that day be darkness; May God above not seek it, Nor the light shine upon it.

May God above not seek it: He wished that God would be angry with the day of his birth, for the day
God honours is honoured. May that day be darkness = may he be deprived of the blessings of the sun,
the moon, and any source of light.

(Verse 5): May darkness and the shadow of death claim it; May a cloud settle on it; May the blackness
of the day terrify it.

the blackness of the day : He continued to picture the darkness of the day, imagining that the day would
become dark because of a solar eclipse.

(Verse 6): As for that night, may darkness seize it; May it not rejoice among the days of the year, May
it not come into the number of the months.

may darkness seize it: Darkness means intense darkness. May it not rejoice = he is sad because the
most miserable of people was born in it, and that is me.

(Verse 7): Oh, may that night be barren! May no joyful shout come into it!

that night be barren: The meaning of the word used is terrifying and painful, meaning the night of my
birth is a terrifying night full of pain. Or this night does not rejoice in having a child, meaning it is not
followed by a night like it.

(Verse 8): May those curse it who curse the day, Those who are ready to arouse Leviathan.

who curse the day: A reference to magicians who claimed to have power over spirits and natural forces
and to be able to make a day "unlucky." For example, they had power over solar and lunar eclipses and
had knowledge of future events. If they declared a day unlucky, they prohibited any work on that day.
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Since the ancients did not understand the cause of solar and lunar eclipses, they assumed that an
imaginary animal was swallowing the sun or moon or covering it by coiling around it like a great serpent.
They also believed that magicians had power over dragons, awakening or silencing them at will.

Egyptian priests, who were experts in astronomy, often set the dates of eclipses and threatened the
people, telling them that they would make the sun disappear using a dragon they had the power to
unleash at will. The people feared them when an eclipse actually occurred.

Those who are ready to arouse Leviathan: The magicians (or priests) who were threatening to awaken
this dragon that swallows the sun, turning the day into darkness, which is the eclipse. So let the
magicians curse the day of my birth to be dark by awakening the dragon to twist around the sun (dragon
= leviathan). Or the meaning could be that if the magicians had cursed this day, it would have
disappeared like the sun, and | would not have been born. The word Leviathan symbolizes Satan. Thus,
the magicians were using the power of Satan (Leviathan).

(Verse 9): May the stars of its morning be dark; May it look for light, but have none, And not see the
dawning of the day;

And not see the dawning of the day: The intended meaning is the clouds from which the sun's rays
emerge in the morning, bringing joy and happiness (a poetic image).

(Verse 10): Because it did not shut up the doors of my mother's womb, Nor hide sorrow from my eyes.

shut up the doors of my mother's womb: The basis of Job's anger at the day and night of his birth is that
he did not close his mother's womb to prevent him from being born. This is a ridiculous statement, but
in a fit of anger, a person utters absurdities when he loses control. How can a person wish not to be
born and be deprived of God's blessings and heavenly inheritance? For God to allow us to exist is part of
His mercy and favour upon us. The image of Job here is that of a man completely desperate for God to
relieve his distress.

In all the previous verses, Job curses the day of his birth in various poetic ways, meaning, "If only it had
never happened." If this day had not come, | would not have been born to see this pain. He curses this
day because he was born on it to suffer.

(Verses 11-19): "Why did | not die at birth? Why did | not perish when | came from the womb? 12 Why
did the knees receive me? Or why the breasts, that | should nurse? 13 For now | would have lain still
and been quiet, | would have been asleep; Then | would have been at rest 14 With kings and
counselors of the earth, Who built ruins for themselves, 15 Or with princes who had gold, Who filled
their houses with silver; 16 Or why was | not hidden like a stillborn child, Like infants who never saw
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light? 17 There the wicked cease from troubling, And there the weary are at rest. 18 There the
prisoners rest together; They do not hear the voice of the oppressor. 19 The small and great are there,
And the servant is free from his master.

Here, Job, in his despair, wishes he had died immediately after birth. Why did the knees receive me? Or
why the breasts, that | should nurse? A newborn child is very weak. He will perish if God's power and
care do not protect him. Divine Providence has placed mercy in the hearts of mothers, indeed mercy
and compassion from all people for any child. Job's complaint here means: What is the benefit of this
mercy and compassion? Why did the knees carry me on? (Pampering a child with knees is a sign of
tenderness, Isaiah 66: 12 + Genesis 50: 23) And why did my mother nurse me? It would have been
better for all of them to let me die young than to suffer what | am suffering now. Let us note that Hell is
the only place about which these words can be said, for there, they will crave death but will not find it.
As for us on earth, no matter how big our pain is, we must have hope that God will intervene and end it,
and even if He does not allow it to end, we must have hope in heaven. We note that in the New
Testament, we have greater capabilities than Job to endure pain because:

1. Contemplating Jesus, crucified and suffering for our sins, while He is the Holy and Righteous One.

2. Our confidence in the eternal life of glory that God has prepared for us gives us endurance and
patience. The idea of resurrection and eternal glory was not clear in the Old Testament. Therefore, we
should not blame Job too harshly for his difficult words.

3. The Holy Spirit dwelling within us now, and within all believers, is the Comforter who gives comfort in
times of trial, and one of His fruits is the peace that surpasses all understanding. We also understand
that suffering is for the sake of making us perfect; therefore, all things work together for good for those
who love God (Romans 8: 28).

Despair and resentment against God's judgments cause a person to lose inner peace. It is a state of
conflict with God, in which the person's state of depression increases upon his pain. There are those
who, in their despair, wish for death. A famous saying is, "Lord, take me now, for | cannot bear it." It is
among God's mercies that He does not respond because if a person dies in his despair, he will perish.
The person who believes in God and is filled with the Holy Spirit is filled with hope and trust in God.
Without this hope, we become the most miserable of all people. In addition, when grumbling and
impatience fill the heart, a person despises God's mercies and blessings, and it leads a person to lose his
mind and become ungrateful. This is the opposite of what the Apostle Paul says, "having a desire to
depart and be with Christ, which is far better." Here, Paul desires to see the glories of heaven. He says
this in full hope, not in a state of despair. The proof is that he completes it, "Nevertheless to remain in
the flesh is more needful for you." He wants to depart for heaven, but in complete submission to God's
will, he surrenders to God, saying, "Lord, if you are willing to give me life to serve you, let it be done not
according to my will, but according to yours." Paul's words here in (Philippians 1:23-24) express the
utmost submission and hope. Let us note that when we desire death to be with Christ and be freed from
our sins, this is an act of grace. But when we desire death simply to be rid of the troubles of this life, this
is evidence of despair and inner corruption. Unfortunately, Job's condition was the latter. He imagined
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that in his death he would rest, lain still and been quiet: All he desired was to be at peace from his pain,
thoughts, and painful memories. But if he had submitted to God's will, he would have achieved this
inner peace. Let us note that the devil's war against us is always in our pain to complain. The devil
always pushes us to complain, and without realizing it, we rush into more severe pain. | would have
been asleep; Then | would have been at rest: The Bible likens the death of believers to sleep (Daniel 12:
2 + John 11: 11 + Acts 7: 60). Because when they die, they rest from their toils and then wake up to a
better life. In the Church's definition, death is a transition to eternal life after a life of exile. "For there is
no death for Your servants, but a departure." It is called sleep because it is a period; no matter how long
it is, it is short. And there will certainly be an awakening. As for the ancients, they did not fully
understand the state of man after death, the way it is announced in the New Testament. Rather, they
thought that whoever dies goes to Hades, so they called them the people of Hades (the place of the
dead). These people of Hades are ghosts without bodies and without the joys of life (Psalm 88: 3-6 +
Isaiah 14: 9, 10 + Isaiah 38: 9-20).

Job had the same thoughts, as he considered death more comfortable than the pain he was suffering.
He even goes so far as to depict the comfort of the grave, saying, "With kings and counselors of the
earth." To understand this statement, we need to say that there are people who cannot endure poverty
and humiliation after tasting riches and honour. Here, Job imagines that if he had died young, he would
have died in honour and glory, just like the kings of the earth. That is if he had died young before
experiencing this humiliation and pain. But he laments his fate that he had reached an old age and, after
that, lost his honour. However, the grave treats everyone equally, including the rich and the poor. Who
built ruins for themselves: Ruins came in other translations as pyramids. This is what the Egyptians did
(referring to the pyramids). Therefore, we say that the poet who wrote this book lived in Egypt and was
influenced by Egyptian culture. princes who had gold: most likely referring to gold and valuable
possessions that were placed in the tombs of the deceased. Egyptian antiquities are a testament to that.
They used to bury these treasures with the dead to preserve their dignity. The meaning intended by Job
becomes clear when he says: "Or why was | not hidden like a stillborn child = The stillborn child is the
fetus that was born dead. It is clear here that he wished he had died as soon as he was born so he would
not see the humiliation and pain that he was in. Then he goes on to describe the state of comfort that
the dead person feels or enjoys, for he will be relieved from the hypocrisy of the troublemakers = There
the wicked cease from troubling, and the enslaved will be liberated = There the prisoners rest together.
This is true to a large extent, for death is comfort and repose, comfort for the body, comfort for the soul
and comfort for the spirit, but for whom does this comfort belong? It is only for those who have
submitted to God in hope.

(Verses 20-26): "Why is light given to him who is in misery, And life to the bitter of soul, 21 Who long
for death, but it does not come, And search for it more than hidden treasures; 22 Who rejoice
exceedingly, And are glad when they can find the grave? 23 Why is light given to a man whose way is
hidden, And whom God has hedged in? 24 For my sighing comes before | eat, And my groanings pour
out like water. 25 For the thing | greatly feared has come upon me, And what | dreaded has happened
to me. 26 | am not at ease, nor am | quiet; | have no rest, for trouble comes."
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Here he moves to a new idea, which is: If God allowed me to be born and if He allowed me to grow up
until now, then why does He allow me to live now while | am in pain? = Why is light given to him who is
in misery = The one in misery is the one in pain. The question here is: Why is light given to him, i.e., a life
in which the eyes of the sufferer are opened every day to see the sun's light and begin a new day in his
journey of pain? In his view, light is useless except to see his pain. Job wishes never to see the light
again, i.e., to die. Rather, he searches for death like a treasure but does not find it. From Job's words, we
imagine that suicide was a rejected idea, as Job was searching for death, but it was in God's hands and
will, not his own. The wrong idea is for a person to desire death because of his pain. The continuation
and end of life depend on God's will, not man's will. God's wisdom and judgment cannot be measured
by man's wisdom (Romans 11: 33-36).

And life to the bitter of soul: That is, God is the one who gives life as a gift from Him, and He is the one
who has the power to take it away. Who rejoice exceedingly, And are glad when they can find the
grave? Here, Job imagines that someone suffering like him would rejoice at the news of death and
rejoice when he finds a grave in which to be buried.

Note: If this statement about death, its comfort, and the joy it brings was said by a man who lived in the
Old Testament who did not understand the meaning of the joys and glories of eternal life, then what
would someone who lived according to the concepts of the New Testament say?

Job explains the reason for his intense desire for death, describing his situation by saying:

a man whose way is hidden: He was afflicted with calamities that he could not understand. And whom
God has hedged in = The problems that God afflicted him with became walls around him, and he
became like a prisoner inside them who could not see the door to escape, and the way out of this wall
was hidden from him. For my sighing comes before | eat = Meaning whenever he started eating, sighs
would come to him, and he would not eat. And my groanings pour out like water = They come in
successive waves.

(Verses 25-26): For the thing | greatly feared has come upon me, And what | dreaded has happened to
me. 26 | am not at ease, nor am | quiet; | have no rest, for trouble comes."

‘It has two meanings:

The first is that, during his suffering, he was in constant fear that other, more severe sufferings would
befall him. What he feared and was terrified of kept happening, and the pain kept increasing. He was in
constant fear and pain: for trouble comes.

The second meaning is that during his days of rest, he did not feel reassured, but rather was terrified
that his blessings and prosperity would be taken away from him. What he feared had now happened. If
the second meaning is correct, then this would be a new flaw in Job. He was not completely at peace
with God, but rather fearful of the future. This indicates a lack of trust in God, a benevolent Creator who
loves His children and would not allow them any harm.
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In all of this, Job did not blaspheme God; he complained about the poor situation he found himself in.
However, with his complaining words, which clearly expressed his objection to God's will, he opened the
door to discussion with his friends about these objections.

Regarding Egyptian scholars' determination of the dates of solar and lunar eclipses, this article
appeared in Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper on Saturday, November 2, 2013. The article has been
reproduced as is, without modification.

Archaeologist Dr. Abdel Rahim Rihan confirmed that the ancient Egyptians were the first to discover the
phenomenon of solar and lunar eclipses and to determine the dates for each, not the Dutch scientist
Godrik in 1783, as recorded in astronomy books.

Rihan said that the priests of the Temple of Amun in Siwa alerted the soldiers to this phenomenon when
they were fighting the Persian armies of Darius so that they would not panic when surprised by the
phenomenon. They explained to them that it was an expression of the god's wrath against the enemy
army, according to what is stated in Dr. Sayed Karim's book "The Mystery of Egyptian Civilization."

He added that the zodiac drawing covering the ceiling of the hypostyle hall at the Temple of Dendera
(the Temple of Hathor, goddess of beauty, love, and happiness, guardian of the dome of the sky and its
stars), dating back to 50 BC, embodies this phenomenon. The ceiling and dome were transferred to the
Public Library in Paris during the French campaign and are currently housed in the Louvre Museum. He
explained that this drawing represents an embodiment of the dome of the sky, around which are
distributed the twelve zodiac signs with their names known throughout the world to this day: Aries,
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces, in the
same order and relationship to the months of the solar year.

He pointed out that a solar eclipse occurred in the Dendera Temple Zodiac on March 7, 51 BC. The solar
eclipse was depicted as the goddess Isis holding the monkey Thoth by the tail in an attempt to stop the
moon from eclipsing the sun. A lunar eclipse also occurred on September 25, 52 BC. It was depicted as
the Eye of Horus, because a lunar eclipse only appears when the moon is full. This is the eye of the
falcon god Horus, which was lost in his conflict with Set and healed with the help of Thoth. The sun and
moon were referred to as the Eyes of Horus.

Rehan emphasized that the ancient Egyptians were the first to discover the secrets of the sky and to
develop comprehensive studies and maps of the celestial sphere, its orbital cycles, and the movement of
its planets. He also emphasized that they were the owners of the first calendar in human history, which
was called the "Nilotic Calendar." He pointed out that the Nilotic year consisted of 12 months, each with
30 days, and the year was 360 days. Then, during the Third Dynasty, the priests of the Temple of On
corrected the Nilotic year by adding five days corresponding to the birthdays of the five deities: Osiris,
Isis, Seth, Nephthys, and Horus. The names of the ancient Egyptian months are still used today, albeit

30



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 3

with some distortion, in the Coptic calendar, which begins with the month of Tut, also known as Thoth.
As for the five forgotten days, they are what are called in the Coptic calendar the forgotten days.

Rehan explained that the ancient Egyptians were the first to develop the lunar calendar, including the
lunar months and days. This is the calendar of Osiris and his 28 guardians, who represent the names of
the days of the month and its crescent moon. The full moon was named after Osiris himself, and each
month was named after one of the deities. The crescent symbol represents the month. When the lunar
calendar was replaced by the solar calendar, the word "month" remained in the Nile and solar
calendars, depicting the crescent moon above the name of the month.

He considered the discovery of the phenomenon of a solar eclipse not surprising to the ancient
Egyptians, who discovered the solar and lunar calendars. They were the first to invent the sundial to
measure time during daylight hours (the sundial), a concept adopted by other peoples. They also
invented observational figures to calculate the hours of the night by observing the stars and their
movements in the sky. They also invented the water clock to calculate the hours of the entire day, day
and night. The ancient Egyptians also explained the relationship between the sun and the moon,
including its orbit around it, the reflection of its light on its surface, and its gradual shape transformation
from crescent to full.

He pointed out that the ancient Egyptians discovered what was beyond the sun and the moon, which
are the five planets that never rest. They called them the servants of the sun that revolve around it and
do not sleep to guard it, and they are Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. They were the first to
group the stars into constellations and symbolize them with pictures, draw maps for them and give
them symbols and names. They also knew about comets and their orbits, as they recorded the
appearance and orbit of Halley's Comet in papyri during the reign of Thutmose Il
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Chapter 4

After Job voiced his discontent, we find his three friends, who had previously agreed on a common
opinion against Job, beginning to level accusations against him. It was as if a court had been convened in
which Job's friends were his adversaries, and Job himself was the defendant. Elihu appeared as the first
mediator, and finally God gave his judgment on the discussion. Job's friends understood his discontent
and complaints as evidence of Job's inner corruption. The opinions of Job's friends were summarized as
follows:

1. God is just, and He rewards good people with good in their lives and evil people with evil throughout
their lives on earth.

2. Because Job endures all this suffering, he is certainly a very evil person, and his previously apparent
piety, which they had heard about him, was merely hypocrisy and pretense.

3. Despite all this, if Job repents, God will accept him and restore everything he once had.

Job refused to admit that he had sinned against God and was a hypocrite in his religious devotion.
Instead, he defended himself, claiming that his heart was right with Him even though he had angered
God. This became the subject of dispute between Job and his friends: Was Job an honest man?
Surprisingly, this was the same subject of dispute between God and Satan. God testified that Job was
perfect and righteous, while Satan accused him of evil.

The friends were credited with their positive opinions and true faith in God. They demonstrated their
belief in the existence of One all-powerful God in the universe, who is responsible for everything. He is
the ruler of all things and is just, rewarding evil to the wicked and good to the righteous.

However, the friends' error was in their analysis of the situations:

1. They took one side of the truth and ignored the other. Many righteous people are afflicted with evil,
while many wicked people enjoy good things. God's punishment of the wicked with the Flood or the
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah are not constant examples of the destruction of the wicked. The
Psalmist in Psalm 73 complains that the wicked enjoy their good things, and Abel, a righteous man,
perished. Rather, how can we interpret the cross and suffering of Christ in light of the theory of the
friends? See also (Luke 13: 1-5). To understand this, we must say that God observes each person's path,
rather God's dealings do not follow human thought.

2. They attempted to condemn Job by all means, as if they had become judges, experts in God's ways.
Indeed, they took the place of God, the only just judge.

The error of the friends in their theory and its application to Job was the reason for Job's increased
resentment and harsh, complaining words toward God.
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Let us understand that suffering is not always linked to sin. Suffering is a natural consequence of sin's
entry into the world, and all of creation has been groaning since the fall of Adam. Thus, suffering can
affect both the wicked and the righteous. Because we understand that all things work together for good
and trust in God's righteousness, justice, and love, we understand that if God allows suffering, it is
certainly for the good of humanity. It perfects humanity. Suffering is the fire that refines gold to shine
brighter, making humanity more fruitful in the Kingdom of God. "For whom the Lord loves He chastens"
(Hebrews 12: 5-6). Indeed, it is said of Christ that he was made perfect through suffering (Hebrews 2:
10), meaning that He became like humanity in every way. And through suffering, we also perfect
ourselves to resemble Christ, "My little children, for whom | labor in birth again until Christ is formed in
you," (Galatians 4: 19). And since suffering is linked to man, Christ had to bear it until he became a
complete human being. The Gregorian Mass summed up all of this: "l brought upon myself the sentence
of death." But then continues: "You, O my Master have turned for me the punishment into salvation." It
is out of God's love that He makes the sufferings that are due to my sins a reason for my purification.

Here, we find Eliphaz taking the lead, most likely because he is the oldest.

(Verses 1-4): Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said: 2 "If one attempts a word with you, will
you become weary? But who can withhold himself from speaking? 3 Surely you have instructed many,
And you have strengthened weak hands.4 Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, And you
have strengthened the feeble knees;

We find Eliphaz beginning politely, praising Job before attacking him. This is the way of Christ, and we
observe it in Christ's letters to the angels of the seven churches.

If one attempts a word with you = If we speak a word to you.

But who can withhold himself from speaking? = Eliphaz was in a state of spiritual zeal for the glory of
God. He thought Job had insulted God when he complained, so he was moved to respond, but his zeal
lacked wisdom. Is it wise to attack someone like Job, whose heart was wounded by calamities? He
should have healed his wounds before attacking him, lest he adds to his grief. Eliphaz began by
reminding Job of his good past and how Job had strengthened the afflicted and guided them in their
calamities = Surely you have instructed many, and Job's work with the suffering had positive results =
Your words have upheld him who was stumbling. With his blessed advice and strengthening
consolation, he strengthened the feeble knees to bear the afflicted person on the journey of life and to
bear his burdens.

(Verse 5): But now it comes upon you, and you are weary; It touches you, and you are troubled.

But now it comes upon you, and you are weary: When calamities befell you, you are weary. You are the
one who taught others, so why don't you teach yourself now? Isn't this proof of your hypocrisy? Now
your turn has come; you are evil like the others, and God is punishing you. Can't you bear it? Rather, we
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find Eliphaz belittling Job's calamities and saying, "It touches you" = meaning that what Job was
suffering from was just a touch.

(Verse 6): Is not your reverence your confidence? And the integrity of your ways your hope?

Is not your reverence your confidence? If your piety was your foundation, where is it now? Why are you
so complaining? Where is your fear of God, steadfastness, patience, and perfect ways? Eliphaz's
accusation of Job is summarized as Job's piety merely being a pretense, and the proof is the pain he
suffered. If his piety were genuine, God would not have inflicted all this pain on him. He would not have
complained when God afflicted him if he had real piety. In this, Eliphaz is similar to Satan, as both accuse
Job of hypocrisy. When Satan was unable to prove this accusation, he used Eliphaz. Servants should
beware of making harsh accusations against those who are suffering, as the Bible says, "weep with those
who weep." Service is not merely a presentation of doctrines but doctrines mixed with feelings. It is not
appropriate for a servant to rebuke a mother who has lost her son while she is weeping bitterly, claiming
that her weeping is an objection to the doctrine of resurrection. Rather, the servant must, with all love,
console this mother with the words of God and the fact that her son is in heaven without rebuking her.
Let us remember that Christ wept at Lazarus's tomb, knowing He would raise him in a few minutes.

(Verse 7): "Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or where were the upright ever cut
off?

Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? That is, admit that you are a sinner, for no one has
suffered what you have suffered except the wicked. Eliphaz's words do not mean eternal perishing but
temporal calamities. Indeed, no innocent person shall perish eternally, but temporal calamities are
something else, for Abel was killed while he was righteous. In addition, Eliphaz made a mistake in
applying the principle to Job, while God says that he is perfect. Eliphaz made a mistake in condemning
Job unjustly. Here, we see the mistake of judging a person, for we know nothing about this person's
heart, so how can we condemn him? Only God knows man's heart, and He alone has the right to judge.

(Verse 8): Even as | have seen, Those who plow iniquity And sow trouble reap the same.

Even as | have seen: Eliphaz proves his theory with his observations. Those who plow iniquity And sow
trouble reap the same: The meaning is that since you are now perishing and being destroyed, we have
the right to believe that you have plowed and sown iniquity and misery.

(Verse 9): By the blast of God they perish, And by the breath of His anger they are consumed.
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By the blast of God they perish: God's wrath against the wicked is likened here to a violent, destructive
storm that leaves nothing in its wake but the destruction of the wicked and their possessions. And by
the breath of His anger may refer to the wind that destroyed the house where Job's sons were
gathered.

Eliphaz's view here means that the oppressors, who built their wealth and earthly glory by oppressing
the innocent, will have all their plots foiled when God destroys everything they have laboured to amass.

(Verse 10-11): The roaring of the lion, The voice of the fierce lion, And the teeth of the young lions are
broken. 11 The old lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

Here, the cruel oppressors are likened to roaring lions due to their cruelty and ferocity. There are five
names for lions in the Hebrew language, which are translated: fierce lion, young lions, old lions, cubs,
and lioness. The five names are mentioned in two verses, i.e., all five names for lions in Hebrew, to
demonstrate the severity of the oppressors' brutality in tearing apart and devouring their innocent
victims (1 Peter 5: 8). The point here is that Job was a tyrant like these people. But God restrains these
tyrants, including Job (in Eliphaz's view).

The roaring of the lion, The voice of the fierce lion, And the teeth of the young lions are broken =
meaning that God broke their weapons and shattered their strength so that they could not harm
anyone. Rather, He silenced their voices so that they would not frighten anyone.

The old lion perishes for lack of prey: Those who are fed up with the spoils they plunder from the
innocent may eventually end up starving to death.

the cubs of the lioness are scattered = When God struck down the unjust fathers, their offspring were
scattered everywhere in search of food and shelter.

Can this be said of Job, whom God said was perfect? Did Job amass his wealth unjustly, so God treated
him this way? How unfortunate it is that someone whom God praises should be mistreated in this way.
That's why Jesus says, "Judge not."

(Verses 12-21): "Now a word was secretly brought to me, And my ear received a whisper of it. 13 In
disquieting thoughts from the visions of the night, When deep sleep falls on men, 14 Fear came upon
me, and trembling, Which made all my bones shake. 15 Then a spirit passed before my face; The hair
on my body stood up. 16 It stood still, But | could not discern its appearance. A form was before my
eyes; There was silence; Then | heard a voice saying: 17 'Can a mortal be more righteous than God?
Can a man be more pure than his Maker? 18 If He puts no trust in His servants, If He charges His
angels with error, 19 How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the
dust, Who are crushed before a moth? 20 They are broken in pieces from morning till evening; They
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perish forever, with no one regarding. 21 Does not their own excellence go away? They die, even
without wisdom.'

Here, Eliphaz cites a vision he had seen and recounts it to Job to judge him. Eliphaz saw a clear and true
vision but misinterpreted or misapplied it to Job. He added his own personal opinion, which was wrong,
as he tended to prove Job's evil.

There are two possibilities for this vision:
1. Eliphaz may have seen this vision after thinking all day about what had happened to Job.

2. Eliphaz may have seen this vision before. God spoke to humanity through visions and dreams before
the Bible.

God showed this vision to Eliphaz, and its summary is that God does not make mistakes. God showed
him this vision because his soul was agitated and disturbed, and he was wondering why all this had
happened to Job. Eliphaz could have used this vision to rebuke Job for his complaining, but Eliphaz used
the vision as proof that Job was evil.

(Verse 12): "Now a word was secretly brought to me, And my ear received a whisper of it.

a word was secretly brought to me: That is, the word of God secretly reached me. The most beautiful
communication between the soul and God takes place in secret. "But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly." Thus, comforting words seep into the heart through
the Holy Spirit, without our noticing, during a prayer session in the room or during a session of reading
the Bible. And my ear received a whisper of it = A hidden voice. Even the best people, while in this
world, receive only a little of divine knowledge. "Now | know in part, but then I shall know just as | also
am known." (1 Corinthians 13: 12). This is because our human bodies limit our capacity to comprehend
heavenly things. For example, if a child were to sit before a philosophy professor, they would
understand only a minimal amount of his lecture, according to their understanding.

(Verse 13): In disquieting thoughts from the visions of the night, When deep sleep falls on men,

disquieting thoughts: Disquieting thoughts is what a person talks to himself about. from the visions of
the night = Eliphaz saw his vision at night, and night is an appropriate time for contemplation when a
person rests from the hustle and bustle of the world and sits in silence. This is the benefit of retreats:
that we get away for a period from the noise of the world, and we pray and meditate in silence. There,
we hear the voice of the Holy Spirit within us comforting us.
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(Verse 14): Fear came upon me, and trembling, Which made all my bones shake.

Eliphaz was terrified before he saw or heard anything, and when his heart was filled with the holy fear of
God and His greatness, he was prepared for this divine vision.

(Verses 15-16): Then a spirit passed before my face; The hair on my body stood up. 16 It stood still, But
| could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes; There was silence; Then | heard a voice
saying:

Then a spirit passed before my face: The word spirit in its Hebrew origin means soul or breath. Perhaps
Eliphaz felt something invisible, like a person's breath or a breeze passing over his face. The hair on my
body stood up = he was in a state of extreme fear. This is scientifically true, as a person's hair stands on
end with fear. Let us see how a person fears seeing angels and how a person understands only a limited
part of their speech. But after death, we will be considered part of the spirit world, and we will know
everything (1 Corinthians 13: 12). It stood still, But | could not discern its appearance = perhaps at first
visions were passing before his eyes, then the vision finally settled, but it was not completely clear, and
Eliphaz could not form a correct idea about it and could not describe it. As for us in the flesh, our
knowledge of the spirit world is very little. A form was before my eyes = he saw it as a vision (according
to the Jesuit translation). So, what he saw was real, but he was unable to describe it. There was silence;
Then | heard a voice saying = So first there was silence, and then he heard the voice. When we want to
hear God's voice, we should be silent for a while and allow ourselves to hear the whispering voice inside
our hearts.

(Verse 17): 'Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can a man be more pure than his Maker?

'Can a mortal be more righteous than God? This is the message of the spirit or the angel. Would a
human being dare to claim that he is more pure than his Maker? Certainly, no human being would claim
this, but the statement's meaning is that a human being claims that his uprightness deserves better
things than God's hand. By saying this to Eliphaz, the angel calms his anger over what happened to Job.
This statement is similar to (Romans 11: 33-35). The meaning is that God did not sin when He allowed
what happened to Job, but Eliphaz's interpretation is incorrect. God does not punish Job but rather
disciplines him and perfects him.

(Verse 18): If He puts no trust in His servants, If He charges His angels with error,

If He puts no trust in His servants: Angels are the servants of God. They are holy, luminous spirits. They
are all wise, but their wisdom and holiness are relative to God. Whatever their wisdom may be, it is
considered ignorance in relation to the all-wise God = If He charges His angels with error. Therefore,
God gives them commands, and they carry them out without question. However, God does not leave
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them free to manage the affairs of the universe and the affairs of mankind. God does not consult them
but commands them, and they obey.

(Verse 19): How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who
are crushed before a moth?

If God attributes foolishness to angels, how much more so to man = who dwell in houses of clay = So
the earthy man who is a spirit dwelling in a body of dense clay is much weaker than the angels, who are
only spirits. The issue is relative, as man is much weaker than the angel, and the angel is immeasurably
weaker compared to God. Because angels are spirits, they are free, while man is imprisoned in a house
of clay that hinders his movement. The body is an earthen vessel that is easily broken, so man dies while
angels do not. And man's death is very easy = crushed before a moth that dies between the fingers.

(Verses 20-21): They are broken in pieces from morning till evening; They perish forever, with no one
regarding. 21 Does not their own excellence go away? They die, even without wisdom.'

They are broken in pieces from morning till evening: An expression that refers to the brevity of human
life, as if it were a single day. More accurately, we move toward death throughout the day. Death works
within us, and we are constantly moving toward our final destination in the dust. The phrase broken in
pieces refers to death, which ends all the glory and exaltation that man has created in his life.

Does not their own excellence go away? = Man is likened to a tent (2 Corinthians 5: 1), and man's death
is likened to removing a tent's cord (ropes). They remove the cord to fold it in preparation for departure.
They die, even without wisdom: Their wisdom cannot guarantee their immortality. Because of the
shortness of man's days, he does not advance much in wisdom, but in the afterlife, he will increase in
wisdom and knowledge without limit.

with no one regarding = It is normal for no one to notice their death, nor to take it into their heart that
someone has died, for everyone is concerned with their own affairs. This proves the insignificance of
man.
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Chapter 5

(Verse 1): "Call out now; Is there anyone who will answer you? And to which of the holy ones will you
turn?

Here, Eliphaz refers to his previous vision of the angel who brought him the vision. Angels are called holy
ones (Daniel 8: 13). Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar agreed to condemn Job and punish him for his past
wickedness. Furthermore, they added to his complaints, which they considered blasphemous. They
imagined that because of his wickedness and blasphemy, the angels would abandon him. Here, Eliphaz
warns him that if he continues in this behaviour of grumbling, he will not find a friend among the angels
to intercede for him. We note that the holy ones also refer to humans, and he threatens that if he does
not repent, even the holy humans who are jealous of God's glory will abandon him. Here, Eliphaz
challenges Job to have the angels respond to him as they respond to him personally. He imagines that all
the saints stand by him, but Job will not find any of them to stand by him because of his wickedness.
[Here, we clearly see the idea of intercession].

Call out now; Is there anyone who will answer you? The angels will no longer hear you, Job, because
you have grumbled against their Creator and because you are evil, and the evidence of your evil is what
you are in now. And to which of the holy ones will you turn? Turn to whom you love, and you will find
all the saints (angels) with me, in my opinion, and none of them will sympathize with you. Eliphaz's
words mean that if Job had changed his position, the saints (the power of intercession) would have
turned to him. We note the friendship between Job and Eliphaz with the heavenly holy angels.

(Verse 2): For wrath kills a foolish man, And envy slays a simple one.

For wrath kills a foolish man: The sin of sinners inevitably leads to their destruction. Anger, envy, malice
and evil in general, when they inhabit a person, destroy his health and deprive him of his peace because
the punishment for sin is within him. This theory is correct, but applying it to Job is wrong and unjust.
Eliphaz accuses Job of being angry with God and surrendering to anger against God. This anger against
God and anger towards Him is nothing but a fire that burns Job's blood and bones. And envy slays a
simple one = the simple one is the one who opens his heart to feelings of anger. Job's anger towards
God will kill him. Envy here means rage.

(Verse 3): I have seen the foolish taking root, But suddenly I cursed his dwelling place.

I have seen the foolish taking root: Here is a new accusation against Job. Eliphaz refers to his previous
success. Eliphaz is saying to Job that we should not be deceived by your previous success and prosperity
before your trial. For the wicked may prosper, but it is only for a moment and soon fails. Indeed, if the
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wicked thinks his success will last, he is foolish. Eliphaz knew that no matter how successful the wicked
were, their prosperity was only temporary. So he adds, "But suddenly | cursed his dwelling place" = he
cursed their dwelling place and their sinful life because he was certain of their sudden destruction (this
is the same expression expressed by the writer of Psalm 73). When Eliphaz saw their success and that
they were beginning to take root, he foresaw their destruction with the eye of faith and prophesied it.
While others see evil and the success of the wicked and envy them, these are the ones who think the
earth is eternal. But those who look to the heavens do not desire the earth because they know that it is
fleeting. The word "cursed" here means that he rejected the behaviour of the wicked, even if it led to
their success.

(Verse 4): His sons are far from safety, They are crushed in the gate, And there is no deliverer.

They are crushed: A son does not inherit his father's sin. Rather, the fathers' sin causes temporal losses
for the children, but this does not affect their eternal life. They are crushed in the gate = the gate is the
seat of the nobles and judges where trials take place. Everyone will hate the children of the wicked,
everyone will accuse them, and no one will listen to their voice. And there is no deliverer = no one will
rescue them from destruction.

(Verse 5): Because the hungry eat up his harvest, Taking it even from the thorns, And a snare snatches
their substance.

Because the hungry eat up his harvest: Eliphaz points out that the Sabaeans and Chaldeans devoured all
of Job's wealth and produce because of his wickedness. They were like hungry men who saw Job's
wealth and pounced on it, devouring it and leaving nothing behind. Taking it even from the thorns =
even if the wicked fenced his wealth with a wall of thorns, this hungry man, or this person who pounces
to plunder the wicked man's wealth like a hungry man to devour it, will not care about these thorns.
And a snare snatches their substance = another imagery is that the one God allows to discipline the
wicked (like Job) is like a thirsty man who sees a cup of cool water (Job's wealth) and gulps it down to
the last drop. He likens the Sabaeans and Chaldeans to a hungry, thirsty man who devoured and drank
everything Job had.

(Verse 6): For affliction does not come from the dust, Nor does trouble spring from the ground;

For affliction does not come from the dust: The calamities that befall man do not come by accident, but
rather as a result of his own wickedness. If people are wicked, they should not blame the soil, the
weather, or the earth, but rather themselves. This is a correct theory, but applying it to Job is very
unjust. Eliphaz was very hurtful to Job in his words, and it is sufficient that he reminded him of the Death
of his sons and that this was a result of his wickedness (Job 5: 4).
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(Verse 7): Yet man is born to trouble, As the sparks fly upward.

This law is very true. Because of man's sin, he brought pain and suffering into the world. "I brought upon
myself the sentence of death." And also, the cause of suffering, because of sin, brought suffering into
the world and became a law, just as every winged creature flies (Job 14: 1 + Genesis 3: 19 + 1 Peter 4: 12
+ Romans 5: 12).

(Verses 8-16): "But as for me, | would seek God, And to God | would commit my cause— 9 Who does
great things, and unsearchable, Marvelous things without number. 10 He gives rain on the earth, And
sends waters on the fields. 11 He sets on high those who are lowly, And those who mourn are lifted to
safety. 12 He frustrates the devices of the crafty, So that their hands cannot carry out their plans. 13
He catches the wise in their own craftiness, And the counsel of the cunning comes quickly upon them.
14 They meet with darkness in the daytime, And grope at noontime as in the night. 15 But He saves
the needy from the sword, From the mouth of the mighty, And from their hand. 16 So the poor have
hope, And injustice shuts her mouth.

But as for me, | would seek God: If | were in your place, Job, and such suffering befell me, | would return
to God, seek forgiveness, and submit to the punishment He permitted. This is an indirect rebuke to Job
for not doing so. And to God | would commit my cause, meaning that if | lay my cause before Him, |
must leave it to Him and wait patiently. Eliphaz then provides wonderful descriptions of God, indicating
is sound faith and clear vision of God.

Who does great things = He is capable of everything, and His authority is absolute. unsearchable = We
cannot comprehend their depth, like the mysterious works of nature. Marvelous things without
number = They are marvelous because we cannot comprehend their essence, and they cannot be
counted because of their multitude. He gives rain on the earth = He is the source of all blessings.

He sets on high those who are lowly: God can lift the lowly. This is similar to the Virgin Mary's hymn
(Luke 1: 51-53). He frustrates the devices of the crafty = God does great things in the affairs of mankind,
to save His servants from the evils of those who swindle them. So that their hands cannot carry out
their plans = that is, God will not allow their hands to complete their intended schemes. He catches the
wise in their own craftiness = The most wonderful example of this is the cross that Haman prepared to
crucify Mordecai on, so Haman crucified himself on it. Rather, the example that Haman's cross was a
symbol of is the cross that Satan prepared for Christ through the plot of the Jews. Satan was nailed to
the Cross (Colossians 2: 13-15), and through it, the children of God were saved. All the plots that the
enemies of the Church plotted to destroy her often ended in their own annihilation. And the counsel of
the cunning comes quickly upon them = God can easily destroy all their plots, just as He foiled the plots
of Haman and Ahithophel. . . comes quickly upon them means to fade away or fail. They meet with
darkness in the daytime = God robs people of their reason, so they become without wisdom because
they are wicked. They become blind in heart, so they are confused even about things that seem very
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clear and easy. "Professing to be wise, they became fools" (Romans 1: 22). God does this to deliver His
oppressed children = But He saves the needy from the sword. From the mouth of the mighty = God,
who can deliver His poor, oppressed children from the sword, is also able to deliver His children from
the mouth that speaks harsh words against them. In this way, God comforts his children = So the poor
have hope. And injustice shuts her mouth = sinners are put to shame, as they are amazed at the strange
rescue of the righteous.

(Verses 17-27): "Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; Therefore do not despise the
chastening of the Almighty. 18 For He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make
whole. 19 He shall deliver you in six troubles, Yes, in seven no evil shall touch you. 20 In famine He
shall redeem you from Death, And in war from the power of the sword. 21 You shall be hidden from
the scourge of the tongue, And you shall not be afraid of destruction when it comes. 22 You shall
laugh at destruction and famine, And you shall not be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 23 For you
shall have a covenant with the stones of the field, And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with
you. 24 You shall know that your tent is in peace; You shall visit your dwelling and find nothing amiss.
25 You shall also know that your descendants shall be many, And your offspring like the grass of the
earth. 26 You shall come to the grave at a full age, As a sheaf of grain ripens in its season. 27 Behold,
this we have searched out; It is true. Hear it, and know for yourself."

Here, we find sweet words of warning and wonderful wise advice given by Eliphaz to Job. When he said
this, Eliphaz did not imagine that he was speaking about Job himself, whom God loved and, therefore,
disciplining him. This was because Eliphaz had decided that Job was a wicked man. Eliphaz's wonderful
words were intended to glorify God, but he did not imagine that he was describing the condition of Job,
whom God had blessed.

(Verse 17): "Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; Therefore do not despise the chastening of
the Almighty.

Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects: For whom He loves He disciplines; and whom He
disciplines He wounds, then binds up, and heals with His hands (verse 18). And God guards whom He
disciplines amid temptation (verses 20, 21) and blesses him (verses 23, 24). And when He completes His
discipline, He transfers him by Death (verse 26). As if the one whom God loves He completes with
suffering all the days of his life so that he will have a more brilliant glory in heaven. Therefore do not
despise the chastening of the Almighty. Discipline is a sign of God's fatherly love, no matter how harsh
it is. Bitter medicine is beneficial, so we should not repel it. God can bring forth food from the strong,
and from pain, discipline and goodness for the person. Therefore, the person suffering should not
consider pain a coincidence but rather search for the cause, as if pain is a voice from God and a message
from heaven. And if a person endures, his pain will become a blessing for him = happy is the man.
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(Verse 18): For He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make whole.

For He bruises, but He binds up: This is like what a surgeon does: he opens to heal and then closes the
wound. God wounds with the rebukes of His providential works and then binds up with the consolations
of His Holy Spirit. These consolations increase as the trials increase. Concerning the increase in
consolations as the trials increase, refer to the words of the Apostle Paul in (2 Corinthians 1: 1-10). With
the same concept, the Song of Solomon says, "His left hand (the trial God allows) is under my head, And
his right hand (His consolations) embraces me. He wounds, but His hands make whole = He rescues at
the right time. He is crushed here, as happened to Job, but God crushed him with pain to heal him
(Hosea 5: 14, 6: 1). Death is an example in which a person is completely crushed, but this is also for the
sake of healing, and He rises with a glorified body to replace our weak body. Therefore, the Apostle Paul
said, "O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?" (Romans 7: 24).

God created man incorruptible. Man sinned, his original image was corrupted, and sin resided within us.
That is, our old self became open to evil, rebelling against God's commandments, which God gave man
so he could live. This was done through the deception of the serpent, who portrayed sin as his pleasure,
resulting in pain and Death. So what does God, who loves mankind, do? "He turned the punishment
(pain and death) into salvation."

He bruises: He allows the painful experience but brings out purity and salvation from it. He brings out
sweetness from the strong.

He binds up: In the midst of the trial, He gives us comfort that supports us. He provides a way of escape
with the trial (1 Corinthians 10: 13).

He wounds: This body in which sin dwells (Romans 7) cannot see God and live. Our God is a consuming
fire (Hebrews 12: 29 + Exodus 33: 20), a fire that consumes sinners. The solution is for God to crush this
body, meaning that we die in the body in which sin resides, depriving it of seeing God.

His hands make whole = God crushes and kills our bodies in preparation for us to obtain the glorified
body (2 Corinthians 5: 1).

This is the true healing, that is, we will be with a glorified body in eternal joy and true glory.

(Verse 19): He shall deliver you in six troubles, Yes, in seven no evil shall touch you.

He shall deliver you in six troubles, Yes, in seven no evil shall touch you: This is a promise that as often
as troubles and hardships occur, so too will help and rescue. We should expect hardships and not
despair that God will intervene to save us. The numbers 6 and 7 are a Jewish writing custom. They use a
number to attract attention, which in this case is the number 6, and then add one to it, saying 7, to
signify generality. The meaning is that no matter how many hardships you face, God promises to save
you and that no harm will touch you. The number 7, the number of perfection, is specifically used to
indicate the perfection of God's promise.
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The promise is that no evil shall touch you = no harm or real damage will befall you. Rather, God will
remove its evil and its thorns so that it will not cause any harm. On the contrary, it will have the benefit
of discipline.

(Verse 20): In famine He shall redeem you from Death, And in war from the power of the sword.

In famine He shall redeem you from Death: When destructive judgments are widespread, the Lord
protects His children from their harmful effects (God sent Elijah during a famine to the widow of
Zarephath in Sidon). Let us understand that plagues are not general, but rather that God's hand
intervenes to save His children at the right time.

[Like a person who emerges from a place by accident, and the place collapses in a disaster, but that
person survives; we do not say it was a coincidence, but rather that God's hand saved him.]

(Verse 21): You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, And you shall not be afraid of
destruction when it comes.

You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue: No matter what is said maliciously about you, it
will not harm you. The scourge of the tongue hurts, but it does not kill. If God can save you from Death
in war or from hunger, then He is certainly able to save you from the lesser evil, which is the scourge of
the tongue. And you shall not be afraid of destruction when it comes: you will have safety and
reassurance from your hope in God, even in the worst times.

(Verse 22): You shall laugh at destruction and famine, And you shall not be afraid of the beasts of the
earth.

You shall laugh at destruction: You mock the coming destruction, knowing that it has no power over
you.

you shall not be afraid of the beasts of the earth: For the beasts of the earth cannot harm him whom
God protects. Indeed, the believer does not fear Death itself (1 Corinthians 15: 55 + Romans 8: 35).

(Verse 23): For you shall have a covenant with the stones of the field, And the beasts of the field shall
be at peace with you.

For you shall have a covenant with the stones of the field: If a person has peace with God, he will have
a covenant of friendship with all of creation, and when he walks on His land, he will not fear stumbling
over a stone. There is another interpretation of this verse. Stones, if found in the ground, spoil it and
prevent crops from growing. Whoever God protects, God will ensure the fertility of his field. [Spiritually,
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whoever is at peace with God, God will cleanse him from his sins so that he may bear spiritual fruit.] And
the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you: See Hosea 2: 18. Let us note that whoever clashes
with God, God's creation clashes with him.

(Verse 24): You shall know that your tent is in peace; You shall visit your dwelling and find nothing
amiss.

You shall know that your tent is in peace: You travel, knowing that you will return to find your tent safe,
for God has been guarding it for you. God guards it in your absence and in your presence. God prepares
a safe home for His people, gives them peace, and watches over them so that they may lead their lives
uprightly. your dwelling: Your home.

(Verse 25): You shall also know that your descendants shall be many, And your offspring like the grass
of the earth.

Job lost all his sons. Eliphaz says here, "If you repent of your wickedness, God will multiply your sons."

(Verse 26): You shall come to the grave at a full age, As a sheaf of grain ripens in its season.

As a sheaf of grain ripens in its season: The metaphor here is that in a person's last days, if he was
righteous, he dies at the appropriate time and finally concludes his days with joy and dignity after a long
life. He dies old and full of days. A long life was a sign of blessing and approval from God, as in the Old
Testament (Psalm 91: 16). As for the wicked, they die young (Psalm 55: 23). Here, the righteous person
is likened in his death to wheat being gathered into the barns (the sheaf), and God is now gathering us in
Paradise until the Second Coming. Those who depart now join their loved ones who have gone before
them.

a sheaf of grain = (that which is piled on top of each other). As for the wicked, they are like thorns in a
fire.

(Verse 27): Behold, this we have searched out; It is true. Hear it, and know for yourself."

What | have said to you, Job, is what we learned from our fathers. However, we have investigated its
validity and confirmed its authenticity. Behold, this we have searched out; It is true. Hear it, and know
for yourself: You should also benefit from it to increase your wisdom and apply it to yourself and your
situation.

Let us note that Eliphaz was a Bedouin who lived more than 3,000 years ago. How did he arrive at this
information about God, which is filled with amazing wisdom? This is the wisdom that God has poured
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out upon His servants since ancient times. Eliphaz's only mistake was in applying the correct information
he had to Job, trying to prove that Job was an evil man, and that because of his evil he had come to the
pain and loss he was in. His words were very harsh on the suffering Job.
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Chapter 6

Job was unconvinced by Eliphaz's words and began to justify himself in his complaint.

(Verse 1): Then Job answered and said:

(Verses 2-7): "Oh, that my grief were fully weighed, And my calamity laid with it on the scales! 3 For
then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea— Therefore my words have been rash. 4 For the
arrows of the Almighty are within me; My spirit drinks in their poison; The terrors of God are arrayed
against me. 5 Does the wild donkey bray when it has grass, Or does the ox low over its fodder? 6 Can
flavorless food be eaten without salt? Or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 7 My soul refuses
to touch them; They are as loathsome food to me.

Here, Job is trying to prove that he has the right to complain about his troubles and that his affliction is
unparalleled. = Oh, that my grief were fully weighed = It would have been heavier than any human
being could bear, and it was heavier than his friends could imagine. The meaning of the verse is that Job
seeks help from an impartial person to weigh his distress and convince his friends that it is beyond
imagination. Therefore my words have been rash = meaning he said something in vain, and the
meaning is, excuse me, my friends, if there are errors or false statements in my speech, for my pain is
terrible. Here, he accuses his friends of condemning him without realizing the severity of his condition
and circumstances. Here, he seeks their compassion, compassion that might alleviate his pain. Job
complains that the arrows of the Almighty are within me = Job's pain was not only physical, but his
psychological pain terrified him even more [so he was an example of Christ in this]. What pained him
psychologically was that God, whom he had worshipped with faithfulness and love his entire life,
afflicted him with this pain. So his thought was that it was God who was tormenting him like the arrows
that had hit him. My spirit drinks in their poison: The arrows were poisoned, and these poisoned arrows
were like a beast drinking the blood of its prey. Thus, the arrows of his psychological pain drank his soul,
causing his mind to become disturbed and shaking his stability. Because he was surprised that The
terrors of God are arrayed against me = As if an army had been arrayed around him. Then he rebuked
his friends for their harsh criticism of his complaint and that their rebukes were unjustified, for he did
not grumble without reason, as the rebellious grumblers do. = 5 Does the wild donkey bray when it has
grass = Job's question: Have you ever seen a donkey bray and grumble if grass was available? Rather, it
brays if hungry since there is no grass. Job's words mean that even predatory beasts do not bray without
reason; they only bray when they are in pain. And |, in my days of prosperity, did not grumble. Would |
grumble if | was not in pain? | am not a stone. Can flavorless food be eaten without salt? = This
statement can be understood in two meanings:
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First: His life has become tasteless, like unsalted food. The flavorless food is spoiled food, and Job used
to abhor eating the flavorless food, but now, in his poverty, he was forced to eat it. His entire life has
become tasteless, and he is forced to live it = They are as loathsome food to me. That is his life.

Second: Some understand that this statement refers to the words of Eliphaz, who, in Job's view, is like
the flavorless food: "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt."

(Verses 8-13): "Oh, that | might have my request, That God would grant me the thing that | long for! 9
That it would please God to crush me, That He would loose His hand and cut me off!10 Then | would
still have comfort; Though in anguish | would exult, He will not spare; For | have not concealed the
words of the Holy One. 11 "What strength do | have, that | should hope? And what is my end, that |
should prolong my life? 12 Is my strength the strength of stones? Or is my flesh bronze? 13 Is my help
not within me? And is success driven from me?

Here, Job expresses his desire for a quick death so that all his troubles would end.

Oh, that | might have my request, That God would grant me the thing that | long for! = His prayer and
hope were death, but no matter how hard our affliction is, we must always have hope in God. He even
wished that God would be pleased to crush him with death. His hope and comfort were in the fact that
he had not blasphemed or sinned against God = For | have not concealed the words of the Holy One.
Here, Job reassures himself that death will end all his sorrows and that his comfort will be certain
because he has never sinned against God in his life. (Luke 16: 25) Here, we find Lazarus being comforted
and the rich wicked man being tormented. This is what Job is saying: that he will have comfort while the
wicked will face merciless torment. Job expresses his despair that his circumstances will change for the
better. What strength do | have, that | should hope? = | do not have the strength to wait for this distant
day, which | do not see, which you promised me, O Eliphaz, would come, a day when my situation will
improve and my honour will be restored. My health is very weak; | am not strong enough to endure. Is
my strength the strength of stones? Nay, in his despair he sees no reason to hope, to be patient, or
even to desire such a thing. And what is my end, that | should prolong my life? What comfort can |
hope for in my life compared to the comfort | hope for in my death? Is my help not within me? My inner
And is success driven from me?

help has departed. And is success driven from me? Your help, you my friends, even this | have lost.

(Verses 14-30): "To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, Even though he
forsakes the fear of the Almighty. 15 My brothers have dealt deceitfully like a brook, Like the streams
of the brooks that pass away, 16 Which are dark because of the ice, And into which the snow
vanishes. 17 When it is warm, they cease to flow; When it is hot, they vanish from their place. 18 The
paths of their way turn aside, They go nowhere and perish. 19 The caravans of Tema look, The
travelers of Sheba hope for them. 20 They are disappointed because they were confident; They come
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there and are confused. 21 For now you are nothing, You see terror and are afraid. 22 Did | ever say,
'Bring something to me'? Or, 'Offer a bribe for me from your wealth'? 23 Or, 'Deliver me from the
enemy's hand'? Or, 'Redeem me from the hand of oppressors'? 24 "Teach me, and | will hold my
tongue; Cause me to understand wherein | have erred. 25 How forceful are right words! But what
does your arguing prove? 26 Do you intend to rebuke my words, And the speeches of a desperate one,
which are as wind? 27 Yes, you overwhelm the fatherless, And you undermine your friend. 28 Now
therefore, be pleased to look at me; For | would never lie to your face. 29 Yield now, let there be no
injustice! Yes, concede, my righteousness still stands! 30 Is there injustice on my tongue? Cannot my
taste discern the unsavory?

Here, he explains verse 13: "Is my help not within me? And is success driven from me? " He had
previously said, that help is cast out from me. He rebukes his friends for their harsh criticism and violent
treatment of him. While he expected their help and comfort, he encountered insults, attacks, and harsh
words.

Verse (14): To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, Even though he forsakes
the fear of the Almighty.

To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, Even though he forsakes the fear of
the Almighty: Eliphaz accused him of being wicked. And here, Job says, even if | am a sinner and have
forsaken the fear of God, it is my right that my friends comfort me when | am grieving. This is the right of
every grieving person to be comforted by his friends, for he needs their compassion. These are general
human principles. The verse may be understood to mean that it is the right of the grieving and
distressed person to be consoled by his friends; otherwise, his friends would have abandoned their fear
of God. Usually, someone who has been afflicted by a great calamity is prone to abandoning their fear of
God and clashing with Him. Satan always seeks this, and the friends of the grieving person should
strengthen him so that he does not reach this level.

(Verses 15-21): My brothers have dealt deceitfully like a brook, Like the streams of the brooks that
pass away, 16 Which are dark because of the ice, And into which the snow vanishes. 17 When it is
warm, they cease to flow; When it is hot, they vanish from their place. 18 The paths of their way turn
aside, They go nowhere and perish. 19 The caravans of Tema look, The travelers of Sheba hope for
them. 20 They are disappointed because they were confident; They come there and are confused. 21
For now you are nothing, You see terror and are afraid.

Job explains how his friends, who were supposed to offer him comfort and support, disappointed him
and instead caused him new pain. Here, he compares them to a "brook," a spring that fills with water
when the snow melts from the mountains. But in the summer, it dries up. It is called a "brook" because
it deceives travellers who used to drink from it during their winter journeys. While thirsty during their
summer journeys, they would go to the brook to drink from it, only to find it dried up. Likewise, Job's
friends were a source of comfort to him during his days of prosperity. But when suffering came,
scorching like summer, he found no comfort from them; instead, his thirst increased because of them.
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Therefore, let us trust that God alone is the true comforter in our troubles, and He never betrays us. He
is the Rock of Ages and the Fountain of Life, while people's comforts are like cracked cisterns.

Like the streams of the brooks that pass away: My companions have become like waters that have
crossed the valley and left it dry, quenching no one's thirst.

Which are dark because of the ice = When the ice melts, the water rushes forth in a flood that fills these
streams with melted ice. The word dark means rushing abundantly. When it is warm, they cease to
flow; When it is hot, they vanish from their place = It flows in the winter when the traveller does not
thirst, but if the sun heats up in the summer, it dries up while the traveller needs it.

The paths of their way turn aside, They go nowhere and perish = Traveling caravans, accustomed to
finding water at the place of a pool during their journey, enter to drink, and when they find no water,
they continue to enter the depths of the desert until they lose their way. Thus, when the rich become
poor and need comfort, those who once surrounded them turn away from them and may even trample
them. Thus, everyone who has high hopes in creation will be disgraced. . . Let us trust in God alone.

The caravans of Tema look, The travelers of Sheba hope for them = The trade caravans of this land had
hope in these ponds and these waters, but they were betrayed. They are disappointed = This is how
everyone who places their trust in a creature.

(Verse 22): Did | ever say, 'Bring something to me'? Or, 'Offer a bribe for me from your wealth'?

Did I ever say, 'Bring something to me'? Do you show me this coldness so | will not ask you for financial
aid in my distress? 'Offer a bribe for me = comfort me with some of your money.

(Verse 23): Or, 'Deliver me from the enemy's hand'? Or, 'Redeem me from the hand of oppressors'?

| did not ask you for help against the Sabeans or the Chaldeans to regain my wealth. When we expect
little from man, we often find less, but when we expect much from God, we find more (Ephesians 3: 20).

(Verse 24): "Teach me, and | will hold my tongue; Cause me to understand wherein | have erred.

It means that you talked a lot but did not touch on my case, and you could not convince me, so | did not
learn anything from you, and | am ready to learn if you show me my mistake.

(Verse 25): How forceful are right words! But what does your arguing prove?
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How forceful are right words: If words of rebuke touch a person's weak point, they will be severe on the
wrongdoer.

(Verse 26): 26 Do you intend to rebuke my words, And the speeches of a desperate one, which are as
wind?

rebuke my words: Do you think that the words that came out of me while | was in pain and anger are
evidence of my corruption and the evil that lies within me? And the speeches of a desperate one, which
are as wind: The entire verse is translated thus in the Jesuit Bible: "Do you think you can blame me for
the words of despair that escaped me into the wind?"

(Verse 27): Yes, you overwhelm the fatherless, And you undermine your friend.

you overwhelm the fatherless: Here, Job compares himself to an orphan in terms of his weakness. An
orphan is unable to defend himself. In this state, Job cannot defend himself against his friends' attacks.
In their attack, they are as if they were digging a hole for him = And you undermine your friend. At first,
they showed sympathy for him, so he spoke freely, but this was a trap for him, as they condemned him
for his words.

(Verse 28): Now therefore, be pleased to look at me; For | would never lie to your face.

be pleased to look at me: Look at me and you will see the signs of my patience and submission to God
despite my complaints. Examine my wounds and their clear marks, and you will know the reason for my
complaints. Do not wrong me.

(Verse 29): Yield now, let there be no injustice! Yes, concede, my righteousness still stands!

Yield now: Review your decision against me, | am right = my righteousness still stands.

(Verse 30): Is there injustice on my tongue? Cannot my taste discern the unsavory?

Have | blasphemed against God? Have | lost my manners and my mind? Have | ceased to distinguish
between good and evil?
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Chapter 7

(Verses 1-6): "Is there not a time of hard service for man on earth? Are not his days also like the days
of a hired man? 2 Like a servant who earnestly desires the shade, And like a hired man who eagerly
looks for his wages, 3 So | have been allotted months of futility, And wearisome nights have been
appointed to me. 4 When | lie down, | say, 'When shall | arise, And the night be ended?' For | have had
my fill of tossing till dawn. 5 My flesh is caked with worms and dust, My skin is cracked and breaks out
afresh. 6 "My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, And are spent without hope.

Is there not a time of hard service for man on earth? The meaning becomes that Job is saying to his
friends, "l beg you not to consider me wrong when | wished for death, as if | did not know that every
person has a certain number of days set by God to work and strive. And that the time set by God cannot
be hastened. But my words in which | wished for death are merely an expression of my pain. Are not his
days also like the days of a hired man? We work all the days of our lives and strive like a hireling who
works all day and then goes to receive his account according to his work and goes to rest. So in my pain,
I long for the comfort of death as an enslaved person who works in the scorching sun and longs for the
shade to rest = Like a servant who earnestly desires the shade, And like a hired man who eagerly looks
for his wages = he will not take his wage until he has finished his work, so it is as if when he hopes for
his wage he desires at the same time his rest from his fatigue. However, he knows that he has specific
days that he must complete with their pains, just as the labourer with his pains knows that he must
complete his work to take his wages. Then he explains that his whole life was painful = months of
futility, And wearisome nights. His nights were tiring and not restful like other people's due to the
intensity of his pain, the terror of his dreams, and the darkness of his thoughts = When | lie down, | say,
'When shall | arise, And the night be ended? These painful nights have been allotted to him, meaning
this was with God's knowledge. He depicted the state of his body = My flesh is caked with worms =
There were worms in his sores. and dust = dust is clumped dirt. The dirt mixed with his sores, forming
lumps of mud and pus in his sores. My skin is cracked and breaks out afresh = It cracked and ulcerated
or contracted and was torn (Jesuitism). His illness was very hateful. breaks out = Torn apart, worn out,
and eaten away.

Rather, he was approaching death = My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle. Life is a shuttle that
moves quickly back and forth, and our days are like a shuttle that quickly moves from this side of the
loom to the other side in the blink of an eye until the thread that holds it runs out, and then it is cut
from the loom (Isaiah 38:12).

(Verses 7-21): Oh, remember that my life is a breath! My eye will never again see good. 8 The eye of
him who sees me will see me no more; While your eyes are upon me, | shall no longer be. 9 As the
cloud disappears and vanishes away, So he who goes down to the grave does not come up. 10 He shall
never return to his house, Nor shall his place know him anymore. 11 "Therefore | will not restrain my

52



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 7

mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit; | will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 12 Am | a
sea, or a sea serpent, That You set a guard over me? 13 When | say, 'My bed will comfort me, My
couch will ease my complaint,' 14 Then You scare me with dreams And terrify me with visions, 15 So
that my soul chooses strangling And death rather than my body. 16 | loathe my life; | would not live
forever. Let me alone, For my days are but a breath. 17 "What is man, that You should exalt him, That
You should set Your heart on him, 18 That You should visit him every morning, And test him every
moment? 19 How long? Will You not look away from me, And let me alone till | swallow my saliva? 20
Have | sinned? What have | done to You, O watcher of men? Why have You set me as Your target, So
that | am a burden to myself? 21 Why then do You not pardon my transgression, And take away my
iniquity? For now | will lie down in the dust, And You will seek me diligently, But | will no longer be."

Here, in these verses, Job addresses his words to God.

In (verses 7-10), we find Job pleading and beseeching God. From (verses 11-16), he becomes violent in
his argument. From (verses 17-21), we find him confused, wondering why. He addressed his
conversation with God after finding his friends' ears refusing to listen to him. We do well to complain to
God rather than to people. If people don't want to listen to us, God does. And if people don't extend a
helping hand, God's hand is not short, and His ear is not heavy. (See Isaiah 59: 1).

Oh, remember that my life is a breath: Here, Job presents himself to God as a very weak creation. He is
like the breath, meaning his stay in this world is very short, and his return to it is impossible. He is a
vapour that appears for a short time and then vanishes. He says this to arouse God's compassion for him
My eye will never again see good = There is no life after death. The eye of him who sees me will see
me no more = After death, no one shall see us. While your eyes are upon me, | shall no longer be =That
is, after | die, | will not be as | was before. The meaning is, have mercy on me, Lord, as long as You are
here. The mercy he seeks is death. The death that will comfort him forever when his painful life ends
which is like a cloud that dissipates and scatters in the air. The cloud ends, a new cloud comes, and
generations die and others come. And whoever dies does not return to his earthly home = He shall
never return to his house, Nor shall his place know him anymore = The place we left at death, even if
we returned, the place where we lived will not recognize us.

When he felt that his days were ending and that he was about to end his life with these terrifying pains,
he said, "Therefore | will not restrain my mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit; | will complain
in the bitterness of my soul." That is, | cannot restrain myself from expressing my pain with bitterness.
But when God's children feel that their lives are nearing their end, they must spend the remaining hours
or days in faith and prayer.

Am | a sea, or a sea serpent, That You set a guard over me?: The ancients pictured the sea as a great
dragon encircling the dry land, wanting to swallow it up. So God set a boundary for it, setting up bars
and doors, and said, "Do you not fear Me?' says the Lord. 'Will you not tremble at My presence, Who
have placed the sand as the bound of the sea, By a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond it? And
though its waves toss to and fro, Yet they cannot prevail; Though they roar, yet they cannot pass over
it." (Jeremiah 5: 22). They also pictured another dragon in the air, wanting to swallow the heavenly
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bodies. Job's words mean, "Do you, O Lord, consider me like a dragon of the sea or a dragon of the air,
that You may set a guard over me, lest | swallow the earth or the stars of the sky? Am |, O Lord, so
strong and raging that nothing can curb my rampage except all these calamities?". Job portrayed his
calamities as the guardian appointed by God to curb his rampage. Note that God actually puts a limit on
all the mighty forces of nature (seas/floods/lightning/earthquakes), insects, microbes, and even humans
so that they do not become arrogant and harm others. Job then complains that he cannot rest in his bed
because of his terrifying dreams and disturbing visions = Then You scare me with dreams And terrify me
with visions = It is clear that God is not the source of these dreams and visions, but instead, they arise
from his psychological disturbances caused by his pain. Perhaps Satan has a hand in these dreams and
fantasies, as he delights in disturbing God's children. So that my soul chooses strangling And death
rather than my body = The verse was translated this way in the Jesuit translation: Until my soul would
rather be strangled, and my bones would rather die. That is, because of my pain, my soul chose the most
difficult death: strangulation. My bones prefer death, for it is better than the pain they are suffering.

I loathe my life = | have despaired (Jesuits). | have hated it. That is, he hated his life, despaired of it, and
longed for death to find comfort. | would not live forever = That is, even if | were to live forever, | reject
the idea as who can guarantee that my pain will not return to me again?

Let me alone, For my days are but a breath = It is difficult for Job to ask God to stop, that is, to be
satisfied with this, for he is weak. It is as if he is saying to God, "My days are futile," meaning my days
are miserable, so what | have suffered is enough for you, therefore, end my life with death.

Then, Job begins to ask some questions, starting in (verse 17).

What is man, that You should exalt him = meaning, man is so insignificant that you consider him great.
It is as if God has appointed Himself as man's adversary. Job's question means: Is it appropriate for the
Almighty God to diminish Himself by his wrath against man? Job imagined that God was dealing with
him by strikes in revenge for a mistake Job had made without realizing it. He did not understand that
God is a compassionate Father who does not take revenge on His children but disciplines them. That
You should set Your heart on him = meaning you deeply care to take revenge on him and take your
rights from him. That You should visit him every morning = Job still imagines that God is angry with him,
striking him with all his might every morning while he cannot stand before Him. What Job did not
understand is that if God did not set His heart on us and visit us every morning, we would perish in an
instant, indeed in the blink of an eye. He says, "the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the
beginning of the year to the very end of the year." Indeed, when God sets His heart on us, He gives us
honour.

Will You not look away from me = Here, he complains that he cannot find a truce or a period of respite
amid his pain.

And let me alone till | swallow my saliva? = meaning, will you not allow me, O Lord, a short period of
rest in which | can breathe without pain? The expression "swallow my saliva" is Arabic and means let me
rest a little. Then he asks.

54



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 7

Have | sinned? He did not want to admit that he had sinned; even if he had sinned, his sin was so minor
that it did not deserve God's attention. [Did Job imagine when he said this that God would be hung on
the cross because of his sins and the sins of others, both major and minor?] His words also mean, why
do You not forgive even if | sin? And when he saw that God would not forgive, he said to God, "What
have | done to You" = "What should | do for you to be forgiven?" [Job did not understand that there was
no way to forgive sin no matter what he did unless Christ was crucified. Look at the harshness of Job's
words. What if Job knew all the love God placed in His heart for Job and that Job's pain hurt God? He
was "In all their affliction He was afflicted," (Isaiah 63: 9). However, God was forced to allow this pain so
that Job would be perfect. Therefore, Isaiah completes the verse and says, "And the Angel of His
Presence saved them," and that God provides salvation through the blood of Christ in the fullness of
time. If Job had known all this, would he have said the same thing? How often do we say difficult words
for God, Who is filled with love for us?]

O watcher of men? = meaning that God is always watching him, and no matter what he does, God will
not be pleased with him.

Why have You set me as Your target = meaning a target for arrows. He complains that he has become a
target for God's arrows; he alone has become a target for God. Until he became a burden to himself = So
that | am a burden to myself? = meaning he was almost drowning under the burden of his life. Then he
begged God to forgive him his sin and return to be pleased with him before he died. For now | will lie
down in the dust = meaning that he is approaching the grave. So forgive me before | die, and do not
enjoy your mercy. Do not delay in forgiving, or else the time will have passed, and | will die = And You
will seek me diligently, But | will no longer be = you will find me dead when you come to rescue me. We
must pray for your mercy to come upon us, or we will perish forever.
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Chapter 8

Here, we find Bildad's speech, which continued in the same manner as Eliphaz in attempting to prove
Job's evil. While Eliphaz based his opinion on divine visions and revelations, Bildad based his opinion on
the wisdom of the people of the East, and the traditions handed down from their forefathers. Bildad's
speech was admirable, but it was misapplied. In fact, his speech was devoid of any compassion or pity
for poor Job.

(Verses 1-7): Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: 2 "How long will you speak these things, And
the words of your mouth be like a strong wind? 3 Does God subvert judgment? Or does the Almighty
pervert justice? 4 If your sons have sinned against Him, He has cast them away for their transgression.
5 If you would earnestly seek God And make your supplication to the Almighty, 6 If you were pure and
upright, Surely now He would awake for you, And prosper your rightful dwelling place. 7 Though your
beginning was small, Yet your latter end would increase abundantly.

Job said many true words, but Bildad became angry and attacked him. the words of your mouth be like
a strong wind: He likened Job's words to a strong wind because he spoke sharply, but they were
worthless words like the wind. Does God subvert judgment? Job did not say this. Bildad appears to be
defending God, but in reality, he is trying to prove that Job is evil and deserves the pain he is going
through. If your sons have sinned against Him, He has cast them away for their transgression: This is a
terrible statement. Even if Job's sons were evil, Bildad should not have worsened Job's wounds like this
when he came to comfort him. Then he calls Job to repent, and God will restore him better than he was.
If you would earnestly seek God: don't be evil like your sons who missed the opportunity to repent and
perished. Rather, hurry and, seize the opportunity and repent. And prosper your rightful dwelling place:
If you offer true repentance and please God in your ways, and your house will be a house of
righteousness, not a house of violence, and there will be no spoil in your house that you took without
right, then God will listen to you.

(Verses 8-10): "For inquire, please, of the former age, And consider the things discovered by their
fathers; 9 For we were born yesterday, and know nothing, Because our days on earth are a shadow.
10 Will they not teach you and tell you, And utter words from their heart?

Bildad's theory is that the doom of the wicked is certain, even if they have a prosperous period in their
lives, for it will certainly be a short period after which evil will come upon them. He proves this by
resorting to the wisdom of the early fathers who recorded this opinion = For inquire, please, of the
former age = and this is what our church does when she is concerned with the sayings of the fathers.
Philosophy teaches us that man begins where his fathers left off; that is, he benefits from their
experience and adds to it. In contrast, the animal begins where its fathers began. Therefore, man
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advances in knowledge while the animal remains as it is. For we were born yesterday = that is, our
experience is nothing compared to the experience and wisdom of the early fathers; therefore, | take and
qguote from their wisdom. It is as if he is saying to Job, you do not believe us and do not want to
acknowledge our theory. Suppose we do not know anything and our experience is limited due to the
shortness of our days = Because our days on earth are a shadow = that is, short, but try to benefit from
the experience of the ancients who utter sayings from their hearts = that is, what the fathers say, they
say sincerely utter words from their heart, according to what they believe and what they have
experienced.

(Verses 11-19): "Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the reeds flourish without water? 12
While it is yet green and not cut down, It withers before any other plant. 13 So are the paths of all
who forget God; And the hope of the hypocrite shall perish, 14 Whose confidence shall be cut off, And
whose trust is a spider's web. 15 He leans on his house, but it does not stand. He holds it fast, but it
does not endure. 16 He grows green in the sun, And his branches spread out in his garden. 17 His
roots wrap around the rock heap, And look for a place in the stones. 18 If he is destroyed from his
place, Then it will deny him, saying, 'l have not seen you.' 19 "Behold, this is the joy of His way, And
out of the earth others will grow.

These verses are likely pieces of poetry by ancient poets, and Bildad repeats them here, accusing Job of
being a wicked hypocrite whose success was temporary.

Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the reeds flourish without water? Papyrus and reeds
grow on the banks of the Nile in Egypt. They require abundant water, and when cut and separated from
water, they quickly dry up. Or if the water is cut off from them = While it is yet green and not cut down
=they dry up very quickly compared to grass and lose their freshness. Thus, when a hypocrite abandons
God, he dies, perishes, and his splendour fades. His splendour and success may last for a while, but soon
all prosperity will be lost because of his wickedness, for God will abandon him, just as papyrus quickly
dries up when its water is cut off. Because papyrus roots are very weak, if they are not well watered,
they will dry up very quickly, no matter how green and beautiful they may appear temporarily. The hope
of hypocrites is a great deception to themselves. If the wicked person is temporarily successful, he
hopes that his success will continue. He is arrogantly confident in himself and perhaps in his
competence. However, his success is a spider's web. However, his success will inevitably disappear, just
as a broom easily removes a spider's web, that is, when God comes to cleanse its home. The spider
builds his home and is very impressed by it, not realizing it is flimsy and will be destroyed in a moment.
Rather, there is a comparison between the spider and the bee. Both work hard and toil diligently, but
while the bee feeds on the heavenly dew, or on the fruits of the heavenly dew, producing honey (the
heavenly dew, meaning the word of God), the resulting honey is nourishing and beneficial for all.

On the other hand, we find that spiders feed on hunting and devouring insects. Thus, the wicked
plunder the homes of the oppressed. When the success of the wicked person disappears and everything
he has built collapses. Whose confidence shall be cut off = his hope is cut off.
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Then, he likened the hypocrite to a tree growing among rocks. The tree is stronger than papyrus and has
roots that extend to search for water. But because it is among rocks, it does not live long because its
roots collide with the rocks. No matter how beautiful this tree is, any worm or agricultural insect can
make it dry up. What happened with Jonah's gourd is a clear example; nothing is permanent in this
world. He grows green in the sun = that is, it turns green toward the sun. And his branches spread out
in his garden = That is, the branches of this tree extend and shade the garden in which they are planted.
But the problem with this tree is the presence of many rocks (refer to the parable of the sower), His
roots wrap around the rock heap = that is, the roots of the tree collide with the rocks. Such a tree, any
pest will quickly kill it, and it will disappear, so that if it is uprooted from its place, Then it will deny him,
saying, 'l have not seen you.' = words in a poetic style meaning that after the tree disappears and
perishes, if it appears again, its place will say to it, "'l do not know you." Thus, the wicked man's
prosperity ends (the way of the wicked shall perish, Psalm 1: 6), and he leaves nothing for his
descendants to profit from.

Behold, this is the joy of His way: The end of the joy of the wicked is the destruction of everything. This
is the lesson life teaches us. But do people benefit? Never. After a wicked person ends and is destroyed,
another one rises in his place, And out of the earth others will grow. Perhaps the phrase "out of the
earht" means a tree that can grow in place of the old tree, but it will have the same fate since the stones
are still there. Perhaps it refers to the sinner who died and went to the dust, and after him will come
people of the earth (worldly, mundane, lustful) who will be as evil and foolish as he was and will also
have the same fate.

(Verses 20-22): Behold, God will not cast away the blameless, Nor will He uphold the evildoers. 21 He
will yet fill your mouth with laughing, And your lips with rejoicing. 22 Those who hate you will be
clothed with shame, And the dwelling place of the wicked will come to nothing."

At the end of his speech, Bildad sets before Job the path of life and death, blessing and cursing. Meaning
that his portion is a blessing if he is perfect and upright. God will not cast away the blameless, Nor will
He uphold the evildoers. He will yet fill your mouth with laughing, And your lips with rejoicing: The
enemies of the righteous may be ashamed here on earth, but their shame will certainly be complete in
heaven when they see him crowned with glory. Conversely, God does not uphold the evildoers and
destroy their dwelling place: And the dwelling place of the wicked will come to nothing.
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Chapter 9

(Verses 1-13): Then Job answered and said: 2 "Truly | know it is so, But how can a man be righteous
before God? 3 If one wished to contend with Him, He could not answer Him one time out of a
thousand. 4 God is wise in heart and mighty in strength. Who has hardened himself against Him and
prospered? 5 He removes the mountains, and they do not know When He overturns them in His
anger; 6 He shakes the earth out of its place, And its pillars tremble; 7 He commands the sun, and it
does not rise; He seals off the stars; 8 He alone spreads out the heavens, And treads on the waves of
the sea; 9 He made the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, And the chambers of the south; 10 He does
great things past finding out, Yes, wonders without number. 11 If He goes by me, | do not see Him; If
He moves past, | do not perceive Him; 12 If He takes away, who can hinder Him? Who can say to Him,
'What are You doing?' 13 God will not withdraw His anger, The allies of the proud lie prostrate
beneath Him.

Here, we find Job affirming God's righteousness, goodness, and absolute sovereignty and agreeing with
his friends on this point. Truly | know it is so = that is, | agree with what you said about God. But Job's
problem, which he tried to present to his friends, was the impossibility of man being justified before
God = But how can a man be righteous before God? In Job's view, for man to be justified before God is
difficult. He is the absolute ruler with all authority over nature, so who can stand before Him, especially
when God places it in His heart to monitor this man's steps? If God's all-powerful attention shifts from
the tremendous nature to the weak man and monitors his every sin, who can stand before God? And in
the face of His overwhelming power, God will be as if He were pouncing on his prey to crush it. Even the
strongest rebel, like the proud, would not stand before Him. Certainly, God's power is mighty, but in his
suffering, Job forgot that God's love is also mighty, and this love was never shown to the extent that it
was shown on the cross. Job thought that God would crush the sinner, and amazingly, He crushed his
Only Son instead of the sinner. Then, Job begins to prove how difficult it is for a person to justify himself
before God = If one wished to contend with Him, He could not answer Him one time out of a
thousand. God could ask a person 1,000 confusing questions or mention a thousand mistakes that a
person has committed, yet a person cannot answer a single one. In His wisdom, God can easily expose
the foolishness and ignorance of anyone who claims to be wise. We will never be able to justify
ourselves for any mistake we have committed. Who has hardened himself against Him and prospered?
Anyone who challenges God and is stubborn before Him will not be safe. Rather, every stubbornness
before God demonstrates the foolishness of its owner. This is what happened to Satan, for example.
Note that Satan hoped that Job would blaspheme God, but he spoke well of God and demonstrated His
greatness and glory. Job described God as wise in heart, so we cannot answer Him in judgement. He is
mighty in strength, so we cannot prevail against Him. The proof of His power is that He removes the
mountains, and they do not know. He made Mount Sinai tremble (Psalm 68: 8). This happens because
of earthquakes and volcanoes, which are under God's control. and they do not know = that is, not by
their will, for God shakes the mountain whenever He wants. Rather, He moves the mountain if He wants
(Mount Mokattam and its movement). He shakes the earth out of its place = the earth is stable on its
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axis, and God alone can shake its stability. And its pillars tremble = This is poetic imagery indicating that
the earth is stable as if on pillars, and when God shakes it, it is as if He is shaking its pillars. As for the
scientific fact that the earth does not rest on pillars, it was mentioned in (Job 26: 7) that God hangs the
earth on nothing. This was also said by the mouth of Job, which proves the idea of poetic imagination.
He commands the sun, and it does not rise: God commands the sun to rise and to set. He created it in
the beginning, and He can destroy it. "Heaven and earth will pass away." See also (Revelation 21: 1). He
can command it not to rise. This happens naturally during an eclipse. It happened miraculously with
Joshua and Isaiah, with Hezekiah, and when Christ was crucified. With Joshua, it stood still; with Isaiah, it
retreated, and on the day of Christ's crucifixion, it disappeared. He seals off the stars: In (Isaiah 40: 26),
it is said that who brings out their host by number? It is as if the stars are placed in a treasure chest in
the morning, and God brings them out in the evening according to their number, not one of them being
diminished. He seals them, and no one else can bring them out or put them in. The meaning is that they
are under His authority alone. Once, God shook the earth during the flood, and the water rushed to
cover the mountains because the earth's crust sank with its mountains, so the water rose until it
covered the mountains. Due to the heavy rains, the sun's light was hidden from the earth. He alone
spreads out the heavens = He spread them out in the beginning and continues to keep them spread out
as they are. The word "spreads" in Hebrew means "continuously expanding." The same word was used
by David in (Psalm 104: 2) and others. Scientists have found that the universe is indeed expanding at a
rate appropriate for the continuity of life on Earth. They found that if the rate of acceleration had
increased even slightly throughout history, the stars responsible for the continuity of life on Earth would
not have formed. This is because gravity would not be strong enough to stabilize the soil and gases, and
plants would not grow. If the rate of acceleration had been less than what is happening, a malfunction
would have occurred, making life on Earth impossible. This continuous universe expansion is responsible
for the continuity of life and creation.

At that time, the eyes of Job and his companions could not see more than 7,000 stars in the sky. After
the Hubble Space Telescope, they estimated the number of stars at approximately 50-60 billion trillion
stars (a billion is 1,000 million, and a trillion is a million million), divided into 200 billion galaxies ranging
from medium to large. This is what has been achieved so far, as the light from many stars continues to
reach Earth. And the universe is still expanding.

And treads on the waves of the sea = meaning that the great waves of the sea are under God's control,
and He prevents them from surging and covering the dry land. (And when Christ rebuked the raging sea,
it was still.)

He made the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades: These are constellations, and Job mentioned three of them
as examples. The Bear is probably the polar Bear, by which we identify the geographic north.

And the chambers of the south: It is a group of stars visible only from the Southern Hemisphere.

If He goes by me, | do not see Him = God works in secret and in an incomprehensible manner. We see
His works, but we do not see Him. From His works, we see a gleam of the light of His incomprehensible
glory (Romans 1: 19, 20).
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Indeed, our limited understanding cannot comprehend the works of His counsel, but we perceive His
power and glory. God's authority is absolute and cannot be challenged. = If He takes away, who can
hinder Him? = If the Lord takes away a person's health, wealth, or children, no one can stop Him.
Indeed, He takes away a person's very life, and no one can say What are You doing?. Indeed, we will not
now understand the wisdom in God's actions. But the time will come when we will understand that
what we objected to, rejected, or deemed accidental will be understood as having been done with
infinite wisdom.

God will not withdraw His anger: God releases His wrath against the stubborn wicked, and no one can
stop Him.

The allies of the proud lie prostrate beneath Him: Pride is associated with Egypt. In (Isaiah 51: 9), we
understand that proud is the dragon, and perhaps the name was given to the crocodile or (dragon).
Because the crocodile is associated with Egypt, and pride is also the sin of Egypt, the name Rahab
became a reference to Egypt (Isaiah 30: 7). Perhaps it refers to an ancient myth that tells of the
suppression of a heavenly revolt by the sea monster and his helpers, after which God subdued them and
established them in the heavens in the form of a constellation. There are many who resist God, but
when God decides, He subdues them with His absolute power and authority. God will surely crush
anyone who oppresses Him and anyone who supports them.

(Verses 14-21): "How then can | answer Him, And choose my words to reason with Him? 15 For though
| were righteous, | could not answer Him; | would beg mercy of my Judge. 16 If | called and He
answered me, | would not believe that He was listening to my voice. 17 For He crushes me with a
tempest, And multiplies my wounds without cause. 18 He will not allow me to catch my breath, But
fills me with bitterness. 19 If it is a matter of strength, indeed He is strong; And if of justice, who will
appoint my day in court? 20 Though | were righteous, my own mouth would condemn me; Though |
were blameless, it would prove me perverse. 21 "I am blameless, yet | do not know myself; | despise
my life.

Here, Job applies to himself what he had previously said about man's absolute inability to reason with
God. As a result, we see him despair of ever gaining His favour, a matter that arose from his harsh and
unjust views of God. In his view, God is a mighty God who is irresistible and does not justify any man.
How then can | answer Him: If God can subdue the proud, how much more so should |, Job, the weak
and poor creature? And choose my words to reason with Him? Can | stand before this mighty God and
defend myself and choose the right words? Will He give me this opportunity? For though | were
righteous, | could not answer Him; | would beg mercy of my Judge: Even if | were righteous and stood
before Him and felt His greatness, | would not be able to say that | am righteous, but | would seek His
mercy, for God sees even our unseen sins. This is the way we should stand before God, like the tax
collector. Rather, Job reached a state of complete despair that God would answer his prayers. If | called
and He answered me, | would not believe that He was listening to my voice = that is, if | offered my
supplications and He granted my heart's desire, then | do not believe that my prayers are the reason for
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the answer. God takes (snatches) when He wants and gives when He wants, not because of our prayers
or will, but according to His absolute authority, which no one disputes with Him. Then He puts an image
of God as having wronged him without reason, so he does not feel inside that he is a sinner, but rather
that he is righteous = For He crushes me with a tempest = it may be the tempest that destroyed the
home of His children. Or the tempest of His anger, which is evident in everything that happened = And
multiplies my wounds without cause. His wounds are the successive shocks that came upon him = He
will not allow me to catch my breath: If God was as Job described Him, crushing him and not letting him
catch his breath, could he have said these words about God without God killing Him?! We often wrong
the compassionate God. Then, Job goes on to describe God's power and Job's inability to stand before
Him. If it is a matter of strength, indeed He is strong = God is strong, and | can certainly not stand
before His power or the strength of His argument. And if of justice, who will appoint my day in court? =
Here, he refers to God as the absolute ruler or judge, and no one can stand before Him, for there is no
authority to appeal. Though | were righteous, my own mouth would condemn me = In another
translation, "If | think myself innocent, my mouth will judge me." That is, if | try to speak to justify
myself, | will certainly sin, and God will judge me. These are difficult words, for we must stand before
God, feeling that we are all sinful and in need of Him to justify us with His blood. Though | were
blameless, it would prove me perverse = that is, if | say that | am perfect and without sin, God can find
fault in me, such as if He finds me arrogant or that | have said a careless word with my lips, and He will
hold me accountable. Then Job reaches the peak of his arrogance and pride and displays his self-
righteousness, for which God disciplines him, and he says, "I am blameless." That is, despite everything |
said, God can find fault with me, but in my own eyes, | am blameless. yet | do not know myself; |
despise my life = that is, | am ready to defend myself, my perfection, and my innocence, even if this
leads to God destroying me, because | have despised my life because of my pain. Whether | die or live
like this, it has become the same to me.

(Verses 22-24): It is all one thing; Therefore | say, 'He destroys the blameless and the wicked.' 23 If the
scourge slays suddenly, He laughs at the plight of the innocent. 24 The earth is given into the hand of
the wicked. He covers the faces of its judges. If it is not He, who else could it be?

Here, Job touches on the fundamental point of contention with his friends, who insist that suffering only
befalls the wicked to prove that he is wicked. He wants to prove his righteousness. They want to prove
that the righteous and the good always prosper in this world, but Job says that it is normal for the
wicked to prosper and the righteous to perish = It is all one thing; Therefore | say, 'He destroys the
blameless and the wicked.' What Job said here is largely true: suffering befalls both the righteous and
the wicked. However, Job's mistake was in saying that God destroys them both. Fire strikes golden
vessels, purifying them, and strikes chaff, burning them and destroying them. However, Job did not
clearly understand the concept that pain is a tool of discipline and purification for those whom God
loves.

If the scourge slays suddenly, He laughs at the plight of the innocent: The scourge is the pain that God
allows, and when pain comes, it sweeps everyone away, even the innocent. When He sees the pain and
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cries of the innocent, he is unconcerned and laughs at their suffering. These are difficult words from Job,
and we have seen Christ weeping at the grave of Lazarus. He was afflicted in all our afflictions, then
suffered, and felt our pain to help those who were tempted (Hebrews 2: 18). But when the spirit
becomes heated in discussion or because of a lack of conviction, we need to put a guard over the gates
of our lips and speak reverently about God and heavenly matters.

The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: Perhaps Job was citing a story happening around him in
which an evil king ruled the land and oppressed the people. However, we find this concept largely true
(Romans 8: 20 + Luke 4: 6). Indeed, Christ called Satan the ruler of this world. Therefore, we sometimes
find that the wicked prosper because they bow down and worship Satan, "All these things | will give You
if You will fall down and worship me." But then they are suddenly lost. Why? The Psalm says, "Unless the
Lord guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain." Satan may give, but he cannot protect. Note
that God handed the earth over to Satan, but He, God, is in control of all things. Those who wish to live
for the earth (the materialistic and the sensual) will be under Satan's control. As for those who wish to
live in heaven, Satan will have no power over them.

He covers the faces of its judges = He blinds the eyes of its judges. Here, Job means that the judges,
who should have ruled justly and upheld the oppressed, are as if God has blinded their eyes, making
them unable to see the truth. Job attributes this injustice to God, meaning that it is God who delivered
the land into the hands of the wicked and blinded the eyes of the judges, so that the land became a
kingdom of injustice. Then he persists in his harsh and difficult opinion, saying, If it is not He, who else
could it be?

(Verses 25-35): "Now my days are swifter than a runner; They flee away, they see no good. 26 They
pass by like swift ships, Like an eagle swooping on its prey. 27 If | say, 'l will forget my complaint, | will
put off my sad face and wear a smile,' 28 | am afraid of all my sufferings; | know that You will not hold
me innocent. 29 If | am condemned, Why then do | labor in vain? 30 If | wash myself with snow water,
And cleanse my hands with soap, 31 Yet You will plunge me into the pit, And my own clothes will
abhor me. 32 "For He is not a man, as | am, That | may answer Him, And that we should go to court
together. 33 Nor is there any mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us both. 34 Let Him take
His rod away from me, And do not let dread of Him terrify me. 35 Then | would speak and not fear
Him, But it is not so with me.

Now my days are swifter than a runner: All my sweet days, my days of prosperity, have suddenly gone.
They flee away, they see no good = His days of prosperity quickly fled from him, leaving him no good
behind. They pass by like swift ships: meaning they pass quickly, as swift ships are light and fast. Let us
learn from this and understand that our lives move quickly, "a vapor that appears for a little time and
then vanishes away."

If I say, 'l will forget my complaint (my worries and illnesses), | will put off my sad face and wear a
smile: If | try to forget my worries and smile, | cannot because | am afraid of all my sufferings = my pain
is stronger than my will to forget. What increased his pain was that he was unable to forget his distress,
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as he despaired that God would deliver him from his pain or alleviate it. His continued pain proves to his
companions their theory that he is evil, hurting him even more. He reached despair because he said | am
condemned = meaning that God has issued a decision that | am condemned despite my innocence, so
Why then do | labor in vain? Trying to justify myself. No matter how hard | try to justify myself, it's no
use, even If | wash myself with snow water = meaning water that was snow and has melted; this water
is the purest kind of water, free of impurities. Washing of hands is a sign of purity of heart (as Pilate did)
= And cleanse my hands with soap. Soap means soap or disinfectant. Yet You will plunge me into the
pit, And my own clothes will abhor me = that is, no matter how hard | try to justify myself before you,
it's no use. The meaning of the verse is the pit = swamp, full of bad smells, and when someone immerses
his clothes in the swamp, he refuses to wear them because of their smell and stench. Therefore, even if
Job purified himself diligently, he would still be hateful and stench-ridden before God, and even before
people, and even before himself. This is very true, for we are sinners, and it is in sin that our mother
conceived us. No matter how hard we try to justify ourselves, it is useless. But there is one way to
justification, and that is through the blood of Christ. When we come to Him, feeling our sins, hating
ourselves, and confessing that we are unworthy, His blood cleanses us from all sin. (Revelation 7: 14 + 1
John 1:9).

Verses (32-33) are wonderful. It is as if Job is longing for Christ, the Son of Man, the mediator between
man and God (1 Timothy 2: 5). Job had despaired that God would listen to him [and this is true, for we
are not accepted except through the intercession of Christ's blood]. This was harsh on Job. Here, he
complains that he is unable to dialogue with God because God is not a human being = For He is not a
man, as | am, That | may answer Him = that is, if He were a human being, | would speak to Him without
fear and explain my righteousness to Him [and Christ became a human being so that we could speak to
Him without fear, but there is no need for us to justify ourselves, as Job imagined; He came to justify us].
And that we should go to court together = in general, Job complained against God that God had
wronged him, and he wanted to go to court to prove that he was righteous and wronged. He
complained that there was no mediator. How does communication take place between God and man?
[This is why Christ came as both God and man, in Him the two natures were united into one], and Christ
Who may lay his hand on us both, on the divine and human nature He took from us to reconcile us to
God. Here, Job longs for reconciliation between himself and God. With the spirit of prophecy, he longs
for Christ.

And that we should go to court together = David said well, "That You may be found just when You
speak, And blameless when You judge." Whoever dares to accuse God of wronging him at judgment,
God will show him the extent of his sins, the countless opportunities God gave him to repent, and how
much God dealt with him, and he is the one who refused.

Let Him take His rod away from me = If this reconciliation had been found, God's wrath against us
would have ended, and the rod would have been taken away.

And do not let dread of Him terrify me = Through Christ, we have seen the face of the satisfied, loving
God after His wrath had abated.
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Then | would speak and not fear Him = Was anyone afraid of the loving Christ when He spoke to him?

But it is not so with me = The clouds of God's wrath have not lifted from me, and God's wrath is still
clinging to me, and | do not know what to do... This is how the Old Testament man was before Christ.
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Chapter 10

In this chapter, we find Job complaining and complaining. He says, "l cannot contain the turmoil within
me," and he complains about God. He ends his speech by wishing for death, which would be his
comfort.

(Verses 1-7): "My soul loathes my life; | will give free course to my complaint, | will speak in the
bitterness of my soul. 2 | will say to God, 'Do not condemn me; Show me why You contend with me. 3
Does it seem good to You that You should oppress, That You should despise the work of Your hands,
And smile on the counsel of the wicked? 4 Do You have eyes of flesh? Or do You see as man sees? 5
Are Your days like the days of a mortal man? Are Your years like the days of a mighty man, 6 That You
should seek for my iniquity And search out my sin, 7 Although You know that | am not wicked, And
there is no one who can deliver from Your hand?

My soul loathes my life: | am tired of this body, unable to rid myself of it. | am fed up, hate my life, and
wish for death. | will give free course to my complaint = The suffering person is mistaken when he
thinks that complaining comforts him; in fact, it only arouses his turbulent emotions. However, it is wise
in times of trial to remain silent, surrender, and seek comfort and patience from God. Only then will we
find peace. Do not condemn me = Do not judge me as condemned. He implored God to reveal to Him
the true cause of His calamities = Show me why You contend with me. Let us note that complaining
leads a person to grumble against God and His judgments. If a person persists in it, he is tempted to sin
against God. Here, we find a difficult statement from Job regarding God, which is, to say the least,
impudent. He truly speaks with the bitterness of soul, but because he allowed himself to persist in
complaining, he descended to this level and said, Does it seem good to You that You should oppress =
meaning, do you profit from my oppression? And smile on the counsel of the wicked? meaning, you
approve and bless the ways of the wicked while you wrong me, the innocent and blameless. The day will
come when we will understand God's wisdom and why He allowed everything that once hurt us.

Do You have eyes of flesh? Job imagined that God would prolong his torment to investigate his sin. This
can happen to humans. If there is suspicion of a criminal, he is placed in prison and tortured until he
confesses. Humans do not know the inner depths of a criminal and are forced to extract what is inside
him through torture for a long period until he confesses. On the contrary, God examines hearts and
minds and does not need this. Job wonders, "Do you have the eyes of a human flesh, that you torture
me like a prisoner of yours?"

Are Your days like the days of a mortal man? Are your days limited like those of other people? That is
why you rush to punish me for every sin you discover in me before you have time to fully investigate and
examine the matter?
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That You should seek for my iniquity And search out my sin: Job believes it is strange for God to
prolong his torment and keep him groaning under his misfortune, investigating his sin, while God knows
he is innocent = Although You know that | am not wicked. Yet He tortures him, and there is no benefit
to be expected from the intervention of a human or an angel = And there is no one who can deliver
from Your hand.

(Verses 8-13): 'Your hands have made me and fashioned me, An intricate unity; Yet You would destroy
me. 9 Remember, | pray, that You have made me like clay. And will You turn me into dust again? 10
Did You not pour me out like milk, And curdle me like cheese, 11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, And
knit me together with bones and sinews? 12 You have granted me life and favor, And Your care has
preserved my spirit. 13 'And these things You have hidden in Your heart; | know that this was with
You:

Here, Job contemplates God's love, care, and protection of him, which were perfectly manifested in his
creation. He was created in the form of a wonderful human being. Then Job wonders, after creating all
this beauty, will You then destroy it? Your hands have made me = You, O Lord, created me as a whole,
meaning every part of my body, and You created my soul and spirit. You have made me like clay. Then
he describes his formation: Did You not pour me out like milk, And curdle me like cheese = In cheese-
making, the cheese begins to curdle, meaning it takes the form of solid cheese from the liquid milk. The
child is first formed as a collection of liquids that begin to take a clear form. God protects and cares for
the young child so he does not perish. And Your care has preserved my spirit = meaning You have kept
me alive from all dangers. Remember, | pray, that You have made me like clay: Here, Job seeks God's
compassion and reminds Him of His previous work and mercies that created him and then preserved
him. He wonders: will You turn me into dust again? = meaning, will You kill me?

Job could not reconcile God's past blessings with his current troubles, so he imagined that God had been
preparing these calamities for him, hiding them from him, and then surprising him with them ="'And
these things You have hidden in Your heart; | know that this was with You: = | knew that this was your
intention from the beginning.

(Verses 14-17): If | sin, then You mark me, And will not acquit me of my iniquity. 15 If | am wicked,
woe to me; Even if | am righteous, | cannot lift up my head. | am full of disgrace; See my misery! 16 If
my head is exalted, You hunt me like a fierce lion, And again You show Yourself awesome against me.
17 You renew Your witnesses against me, And increase Your indignation toward me; Changes and war
are ever with me.

In verse 13, he said, "l know that this was with You" = meaning that your intention from the beginning
was to keep me under observation and wait until | sin and your punishment begins, not to acquit me of
my sin. This is what he explained here, as he pictured himself as a poor bird that has fallen into the
hands of a lion. What terror would befall this poor prey? If | sin, then You mark me = God puts him
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under surveillance carefully and harshly, watches all his mistakes, and punishes him for them. In Job's
opinion here, God put it in his heart to torment Job (verse 13). And will not acquit me of my iniquity =
as long as the pain and troubles did not end, he understands that God did not acquit him of his sin. If |
am wicked, woe to me; Even if | am righteous, | cannot lift up my head: That is, | believe that if | sin, |
must be punished, for the wicked must be punished. Now, after what happened to me, | say that even if
| were righteous, and | see that | am righteous, this does not exempt me from God's wrath upon me,
because here He is pouring out His wrath upon me until | am no longer able to lift up my head, and here
I am full of disgrace.

If my head is exalted: that is, if | try to escape from my pain, You hunt me like a fierce lion. Here, God is
portrayed as a predatory lion hunting its prey to torture and then devour it. And again You show
Yourself awesome against me = He sees that his pain is unusual. You renew Your witnesses against me
= Perhaps the witnesses are his pains and misfortunes, for they are signs of God's wrath upon him, and
this is how his companions understood it. His saying "renew" = means pain after pain comes upon me
like successive waves of the sea. That is why he said about it "Changes and war are ever with me"
meaning that your armies that you sent to torture me are taking turns against me. It is as if God is in a
battle against him.

(Verses 18-21): 'Why then have You brought me out of the womb? Oh, that | had perished and no eye
had seen me! 19 | would have been as though | had not been. | would have been carried from the
womb to the grave. 20 Are not my days few? Cease! Leave me alone, that | may take a little comfort,
21 Before | go to the place from which I shall not return, To the land of darkness and the shadow of
death, 22 A land as dark as darkness itself, As the shadow of death, without any order, Where even
the light is like darkness.

Here, Job returns to what he said earlier, that he would rather die or that it would be better if he had
never been born at all = Why then have You brought me out of the womb? Then he asks God to relieve
him a little of his troubles but says it in a difficult way "Leave me alone, that | may take a little comfort"
= that is, | may rest. [And we, in our days of rest, should thank God very much that we do not suffer like
others]. He is pleading to God to give him some rest before he dies, especially since he only has a few
days left before death. Here, the ancients' idea of death was completely ambiguous; it is a place of
darkness = A land as dark as darkness itself, As the shadow of death. But they knew there is a place for
the righteous and another place for the wicked, but both are dark and disordered. here even the light is
like darkness = that is, even its light is darkness. That is why the ancients feared death. After that, the
Jewish thought advanced, and the Pharisees believed in the resurrection, while the Sadducees denied
the resurrection. His saying "without any order" means that there is no consideration for a king or a
leader; rather, he is like a slave, with no distinction between the ranks of people. They believed that
there is no praise of God in the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 30: 9), and it is without order, for it
is perpetual night and without light, and where there is constant darkness, there is confusion.
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Chapter 11

Here, we find Zophar's speech, which continued in the same vein and even increased in accusing Job
without mercy.

(Verse 1-6): Then Zophar the Naamathite answered and said: 2 "Should not the multitude of words be
answered? And should a man full of talk be vindicated? 3 Should your empty talk make men hold their
peace? And when you mock, should no one rebuke you? 4 For you have said, 'My doctrine is pure,
And | am clean in your eyes.' 5 But oh, that God would speak, And open His lips against you, 6 That He
would show you the secrets of wisdom! For they would double your prudence. Know therefore that
God exacts from you Less than your iniquity deserves.

Should not the multitude of words be answered? Are you winning your case, Job, by talking a lot,
thinking that we won't be able to defeat you? By talking a lot, do you think you can defeat us so that we
can't answer you?

And should a man full of talk be vindicated? A man full of talk means his words are worthless; no
matter how much he talks, they are worthless. The meaning is that your many words have answers;
rather, your words are empty and won't justify you.

Should your empty talk make men hold their peace? Here, Job is accused of arrogance and that he
mocks everyone, knowing how to present everything in a false light. And when you mock, should no
one rebuke you? Talking scornfully.

Let us note that in Zophar's words, we find wisdom that we should reflect upon. Those who speak
excessively, mocking the opinions of others, will certainly lose the sensitive ear that would allow them to
benefit and add to their own wisdom and experience from the experiences and wisdom of others. They
will also lose the sensitive ear for the voice of God that rebukes them, and they will also lose the
sensitivity to the rebukes issued by nature around us, which bear witness to God's justice and mercy.
Blessed are those who have ears to hear, not those with a mocking tongue. However, Zophar's fault is
that he incorrectly applied his wisdom to Job. The question now is: Are these words of comfort to a
suffering person? We find Zophar mercilessly attacking Job with extreme violence, hurling insults and
accusations at him. Zophar was the most horrible of the three friends and the least merciful and polite.
We understand that this is evidence of his arrogance, not Job's. Perhaps Zophar thought he was
defending God's honour, but God does not need anyone to defend Him in this manner. Even if Job had
sinned against God, Zophar's aggressive style would not convince him to repent but would rather
provoke and even push him, in his distress, to revolt against God.

For you have said, 'My doctrine is pure: Zophar tries to prove Job's arrogance and haughtiness by
accusing him of saying, "My doctrine is pure." Indeed, Job's teaching, i.e., his faith, was pure. "And | am
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clean in your eyes." Job said, "I am perfect." He spoke words that could be understood to mean this. But
the problem is that Job may have felt he had sinned, although he was not absolutely perfect. . .. But he
also did not blaspheme God or neglect God's rights. Job alone knew his own heart, and that he truly
loved God, so he defended this, while his friends insisted that his condemnation was superficial and that
his heart was filled with evil.

But oh, that God would speak, And open His lips against you, 6 That He would show you the secrets of
wisdom! Zophar says that if God had spoken, He would have been on our side (he, Eliphaz, and Bildad).
He would have revealed your hidden wickedness, which He punished you with His wisdom, His wisdom
that knows hidden things. . . But later, when God actually spoke, He stood with Job, not his friends. For
they would double your prudence = meaning that God's wisdom cannot be comprehended. What we
know about God is nothing compared to what we cannot know. What is hidden is twice as much as what
is declared. Know therefore that God exacts from you Less than your iniquity deserves: If God revealed
your sins to you, you would find He treated you with mercy. The calamities you complain about are
much less than you deserve. [Truly, if God treated us as we deserved, we would perish.] But these words
cannot be said to someone suffering like Job.

(Verses 7-12): "Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the
Almighty? 8 They are higher than heaven— what can you do? Deeper than Sheol— what can you
know? 9 Their measure is longer than the earth And broader than the sea. 10 "If He passes by,
imprisons, and gathers to judgment, Then who can hinder Him? 11 For He knows deceitful men; He
sees wickedness also. Will He not then consider it? 12 For an empty-headed man will be wise, When a
wild donkey's colt is born a man.

Here is a fine testimony from Zophar about God. Then, about the arrogance and foolishness of man: Can
you search out the deep things of God? God is incomprehensible; He is infinite and unlimited, and our
limited understanding cannot comprehend Him. Therefore, we are unable to judge His counsel and
actions. When we criticize God's actions, we speak about what we do not understand. Can you find out
the limits of the Almighty? Can you fully discover the Almighty? If the eye cannot comprehend the end
of the ocean, can we comprehend the depths of God? They are higher than heaven = Let us note that
until now, man has not fully discovered the heavens, the earth, and the sea. Here, Zophar uses the
words (higher/deep/longer/broader) to prove that the nature of God is incomprehensible and infinite.
The Apostle Paul says in (Ephesians 3: 18, 19) used the same words to realize that the love of God is
unlimited, incomprehensible, and infinite. God has absolute power. passes by = to allow a person to die
or be harmed. Imprisons = to imprison a person or allow a person to be placed in a net of calamities, as
a hunter seizes his prey (Job had previously complained that God was like a lion and had hunted Job).

gathers to judgment: to judge the guilty one. Then who can hinder Him? who can stop him. For He
knows = we only know a little about Him, but He knows everything. And His knowledge is complete. On
the contrary, For an empty-headed man will be wise = what is man compared to God? God created
Adam with relative wisdom, but through sin, he lost much of his wisdom, and the more foolish man

70



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 11

becomes in the path of sin, the more he loses his wisdom. He becomes a stubborn creature like a wild

donkey's colt, which is a wild animal that is characterized by its inability to be subdued. And his saying,
When a wild donkey's colt is born a man = It is true and indicates the rebellious nature of man, "in sin

my mother conceived me." But God can change our nature (like Moses the Black). a wild donkey = the
wild donkey, and with man's empty nature, he is arrogant. Is it appropriate for such a person to debate
God?

(Verses 13-20): "If you would prepare your heart, And stretch out your hands toward Him; 14 If
iniquity were in your hand, and you put it far away, And would not let wickedness dwell in your tents;
15 Then surely you could lift up your face without spot; Yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear; 16
Because you would forget your misery, And remember it as waters that have passed away, 17 And
your life would be brighter than noonday. Though you were dark, you would be like the morning. 18
And you would be secure, because there is hope; Yes, you would dig around you, and take your rest in
safety. 19 You would also lie down, and no one would make you afraid; Yes, many would court your
favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail, And they shall not escape, And their hope—loss of life!"

Here, Zophar asks Job to repent so he can see better times. If you would prepare your heart = the
beginning of repentance is for a person to look inward and change their thinking by deciding to change.
And stretch out your hands toward Him = prayer and entreaty with fervour. If iniquity were in your
hand, and you put it far away = here is a positive action in changing a person's path by turning away
from his evil path and abandoning it.

And would not let wickedness dwell in your tents = This is what Zacchaeus said: "and if | have taken
anything from anyone by false accusation, | restore fourfold." The money that | obtained by injustice or
plunder is a fire in my house and will make my prayer and repentance unacceptable. Then surely you
could lift up your face without spot = meaning your prayer and repentance will be accepted by God.
Yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear = peace will fill your heart. Because you would forget your
misery = God will lift your pains from you after your repentance, and you will forget them. And
remember it as waters that have passed away = It will not leave behind pain, like waters that are
poured from a cup and you find nothing in it. And your life would be brighter than noonday = if your
previous days were as black as night after you repent, your days will be brighter than the sun at noon.

And you would be secure, because there is hope; Yes, you would dig around you, and take your rest in
safety:

Because of the insecurity in those days, a man would feel reassured by digging into his surroundings
before sleeping in case he found an enemy lurking. If God is with us and we feel this, we sleep in peace.
We will only feel God's presence with us if we are in a state of repentance.

You would also lie down, and no one would make you afraid = You will sleep in peace, and no one will
disturb you. However, the word "lie down" is used of a lion, which refers to the strength God will give
him.
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Yes, many would court your favor = If you were previously despised by many, many would come to you
after the situation changes, pleading for your favor.

Zophar's words about repentance are wonderful. Thus, the Bible says, "Return to Me," says the Lord of
hosts, "and | will return to you," (Zechariah 1: 3). But the eyes of the wicked will fail = Here is a warning
to Job not to refuse to repent. And they shall not escape: from the multitude of troubles, from which
they will find no escape. And their hope—Iloss of life! = Because of their great distress, they will hope
for death. Let us note that the righteous have hope, and hope gives life—meanwhile, the wicked hope
to surrender their souls. When the soul leaves the body, the body dies, and likewise, when hope leaves
the soul, the soul dies, so man desires death, and death becomes his hope.
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Chapter 12

In chapters 12-14, we find Job's response to Zophar. He first discusses this with his friends and then
argues with God for leaving him in these sufferings. His objection to his friends focuses on their idea that
the righteous do not suffer.

(Verses 1-5): Then Job answered and said: 2 "No doubt you are the people, And wisdom will die with
you! 3 But | have understanding as well as you; | am not inferior to you. Indeed, who does not know
such things as these? 4 "I am one mocked by his friends, Who called on God, and He answered him,
The just and blameless who is ridiculed. 5 A lamp is despised in the thought of one who is at ease; It is
made ready for those whose feet slip.

No doubt you are the people: You are the majority, they are 3, and Job is 1, and they agree together to
condemn him. Here, he mocks them for their arrogance, claim of wisdom, and imagining that everyone
should submit to their rule. And wisdom will die with you! = And after you die, wisdom will end with
you, and the world will remain in the darkness of ignorance. But know that | understand like you, | am
not inferior to you. Rather, there are many, and | am not the only one who has wisdom, Indeed, who
does not know such things as these? = That is, who does not know what you said (We often fall into the
temptation that we are the only ones who understand, as Job's friends did). Then Job complains of the
extreme contempt with which they treated him =1 am one mocked by his friends = Even for you, my
friends, | have become a mockery. They indeed came to console him, but they said terrible words. What
increased Job's sorrow was that those mocking him were his own friends, and they were religious men =
Who called on God, and He answered him = They used to pray, and their prayers were answered. And
an insult, if committed by a man of God, becomes terrible. Then he consoles himself by saying that this
always happens = The just and blameless who is ridiculed = many mock him for his perfection and
holiness (and this is what happened with the Holy Christ). And thus was the fate of the saints and
martyrs, the mockery of the ignorant and pagans who persecuted them.

A lamp is despised in the thought of one who is at ease; It is made ready for those whose feet slip: The
meaning is that anyone who is in prosperity (the reassured and the happy) and in a prosperous state is
always ready to insult the wretched (the afflicted) person who is afflicted by a calamity, such as saying,
"He deserves more than this because of his sin."

(Verses 6-11): The tents of robbers prosper, And those who provoke God are secure— In what God
provides by His hand. 7 "But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; And the birds of the air, and
they will tell you; 8 Or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; And the fish of the sea will explain to
you. 9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of the Lord has done this, 10 In whose hand
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is the life of every living thing, And the breath of all mankind? 11 Does not the ear test words And the
mouth taste its food?

Job here refutes the theory of his companions, who said, "But the eyes of the wicked will fail, And they
shall not escape, And their hope—loss of life!" (Job 11: 20). Here, Job is trying to prove the opposite,
that the strong eats the weak. This is clear even in the world of animals, birds, and fish, and God does
not intervene to protect the weak. He wants to prove that a righteous person like himself can suffer the
evil of the wicked and yet be innocent. The violent eagle devours the innocent dove. The tents of
robbers prosper = Perhaps here he is referring to the Sabeans and Chaldeans who stole his wealth and
lived in peace. In what God provides by His hand = that is, they feel that their God is the strength of
their hand, and their reliance is on their strong hand or the swords in their hands. Then, he resorts to
the animal world to prove that the strong eats the weak. Rather, he attributed this to God's absolute
authority, saying, "Who among all these does not know That the hand of the Lord has done this." But
let us know that because of sin, this destruction happened when the earth was cursed. Let us see an
example: Before Christianity, that is, before Rome believed in Christianity, the Romans were like wolves,
and the Christians were like lambs. It was natural for the wolves to devour the lambs, which happened
during the ages of persecution. Christianity entered Rome, the wolves were transformed into lambs, and
they lived in love. We saw how the wolf and the lamb dwell together (Isaiah 11: 6). In whose hand is the
life of every living thing = Here he attributes everything to God's ownership of creation, for He has
absolute authority. Does not the ear test words = Bildad had said, "For inquire, please, of the former
age" (Job 8: 8). Here Job is saying, | take from them what | can accept; | hear everything and test it. You
also hear my words, taste them, and then judge whether they are good or not."

(Verses 12-25): Wisdom is with aged men, And with length of days, understanding. 13 "With Him are
wisdom and strength, He has counsel and understanding. 14 If He breaks a thing down, it cannot be
rebuilt; If He imprisons a man, there can be no release. 15 If He withholds the waters, they dry up; If
He sends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 16 With Him are strength and prudence. The deceived
and the deceiver are His. 17 He leads counselors away plundered, And makes fools of the judges. 18
He loosens the bonds of kings, And binds their waist with a belt. 19 He leads princes away plundered,
And overthrows the mighty. 20 He deprives the trusted ones of speech, And takes away the
discernment of the elders. 21 He pours contempt on princes, And disarms the mighty. 22 He uncovers
deep things out of darkness, And brings the shadow of death to light. 23 He makes nations great, and
destroys them; He enlarges nations, and guides them. 24 He takes away the understanding of the
chiefs of the people of the earth, And makes them wander in a pathless wilderness. 25 They grope in
the dark without light, And He makes them stagger like a drunken man.

Here is an excellent speech by Job about God's wisdom, power, and authority. He speaks without
emotion or complaint. Rather, he speaks with wisdom that he says he acquired through long life =
Wisdom is with aged men, And with length of days, understanding. He also acknowledges what life has
taught him, that God is wise, prevailing, and powerful. With Him are wisdom = to plan what is best, and
strength to carry out what He has planned. If He breaks a thing down, it cannot be rebuilt = when He
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pulls down, no one can build. If He imprisons a man, there can be no release = He imprisons him up in
distress or sickness, and no one can save him. And if He shuts him up in a grave, there is no hope of
returning to life. We find the same concept in (Revelation 3: 7). If He withholds the waters, they dry up
= when the rains are withheld, the land becomes dry. (This also happened when the Red Sea was
parted.) Withholding rain is within God's authority, and He gave it to some of His men (Elijah). Drought is
a punishment from God (Deuteronomy 28: 23, 24). If He sends them out, they overwhelm the earth =
this is a punishment of another kind, which is destructive floods (Noah's Flood is an example). With Him
are strength = Strength, power, and prudence = wisdom. The deceived and the deceiver are His = God
uses everyone to carry out the purposes of His providential care. Through the works of all people, God
can glorify Himself (for He made foolish the counsel of Ahithophel by having Hushai the Archite mislead
Absalom, and God was glorified in the end). The strong, the mighty, and the deceiver do not have
unlimited power; otherwise, the world would be in chaos. Rather, all the rulers of the earth and its kings
are in God's hand. He leads counselors away plundered (as spoils of war) and takes away all their
honour, until God's counsel is established and the measures of those counselors who resisted God are
rendered worthless. And makes fools of the judges = (e.g., Ahithophel + Isaiah 19: 13). Therefore, let
every person humble himself before God. He loosens the bonds of kings, that is, takes away their
power. And binds their waist with a belt = (Jehoiachin and Zedekiah); that is, they are treated like
slaves, because slaves used to walk around with their belts girdled. He leads princes away plundered =
In other translations, "He leads priests plundered." In Job's time, the priest was the head of the family or
the chief of the tribe, i.e. its prince. However, in general, if the priest made a mistake, his punishment
was more severe than that of an ordinary person. And takes away the discernment of the elders = The
elders are known for their wisdom, and people rely on their wisdom. If they disobey God, they lose all
wisdom. He deprives the trusted ones of speech = the trusted ones here are those entrusted with
public affairs. He pours contempt on princes = the ones whom God has given honour and dignity among
the people. If he dishonours God, his dignity is stripped from him. He uncovers deep things out of
darkness = God miraculously reveals what was hidden and covered up. And brings the shadow of death
to light = God exposes the conspiracies plotted in the dark. He makes nations great = God's will is good,
and He wants to bless. "Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it." (Genesis 1: 28). But if this nation, which God had previously blessed, deviates,
destroys them (examples: Babylon and Assyria...). He enlarges nations = increases their number; if they
go astray, guides them = that is, they go into captivity (Israel went into captivity). He takes away the
understanding of the chiefs of the people of the earth = God gives wisdom to the leaders to lead their
people. If they and their people go astray, God takes away the wisdom of the leaders, and they become
confused, not knowing what to do = like someone wander in a pathless wilderness They grope in the
dark without light, And He makes them stagger like a drunken man = For the Lord shakes the heaven
and the earth and everything... and He will sit as King forever.
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Chapter 13

(Verses 1-12): "Behold, my eye has seen all this, My ear has heard and understood it. 2 What you
know, | also know; | am not inferior to you. 3 But | would speak to the Almighty, And | desire to reason
with God. 4 But you forgers of lies, You are all worthless physicians. 5 Oh, that you would be silent,
And it would be your wisdom! 6 Now hear my reasoning, And heed the pleadings of my lips. 7 Will
you speak wickedly for God, And talk deceitfully for Him? 8 Will you show partiality for Him? Will you
contend for God? 9 Will it be well when He searches you out? Or can you mock Him as one mocks a
man? 10 He will surely rebuke you If you secretly show partiality. 11 Will not His excellence make you
afraid, And the dread of Him fall upon you? 12 Your platitudes are proverbs of ashes, Your defenses
are defenses of clay.

Behold, my eye has seen all this: | believe everything | said before about God's greatness, and | have
experienced it. But | would speak to the Almighty = | am uncomfortable speaking with you. | desire to
reason with God = God will not be harsh with me as you are. But you forgers of lies = From here, Job
accuses his friends of defending God unjustly because they fear Him, like someone who defends a strong
man out of fear of his violence. Then he says it is better to oppose God while being sincere in his love for
Him than to be a hypocrite like them. They accuse Job falsely and unjustly to justify God, but God does
not need this injustice from them to justify Him. If they claim that they are comforting him and that they
are doctors treating his pain, then they are worthless physicians. Does accusing honourable people like
Job treat or comfort them? Job advises them to be silent to hide their ignorance. Job's logic was, Will
you contend for God? = God does not need lawyers like you. Do you imagine God's justice is not
apparent, so you try to reveal it? Will you show partiality for Him? = God's truth and justice are very
apparent, and God does not need such methods. Here, Job convinces them that they are only insulting
God with their behaviour, while they imagine that they have the honour of defending God. And if you
remain silent forever, heaven will declare His righteousness. Note that good intentions do not justify bad
words or bad deeds. He frightens them that if God examines them, He will find them to be deceitful =
Will it be well when He searches you out? Or can you mock Him as one mocks a man? You bear false
witness on behalf of God to please Him and defend Him. The meaning of the verse is, Can you bear to
have the principles by which you act with me examined? Certainly, if God examines your hearts, He will
surely rebuke you, for He will not be pleased with what you do to me. Therefore, He warns them, Will
not His excellence make you afraid. This is so that they will cease from their provocative speech in an
attempt to condemn Him. Their speech, which He likened to ashes, is trivial and worthless. Your
defenses are defenses of clay = that is, your thoughts and principles that you fortify yourself with in
your discussions are nothing.

(Verses 13-22): "Hold your peace with me, and let me speak, Then let come on me what may! 14 Why
do | take my flesh in my teeth, And put my life in my hands? 15 Though He slay me, yet will | trust
Him. Even so, | will defend my own ways before Him. 16 He also shall be my salvation, For a hypocrite
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could not come before Him. 17 Listen carefully to my speech, And to my declaration with your ears. 18
See now, | have prepared my case, | know that | shall be vindicated. 19 Who is he who will contend
with me? If now | hold my tongue, | perish. 20 "Only two things do not do to me, Then | will not hide
myself from You: 21 Withdraw Your hand far from me, And let not the dread of You make me afraid.
22 Then call, and | will answer; Or let me speak, then You respond to me.

We find Job here holding on to his perfection fiercely. Rather, he was determined to hold on to
defending his perfection no matter what happened to him = Then let come on me what may = that is,
even if my pain increases, or even if you increase your accusations. Why do | take my flesh in my teeth,
And put my life in my hands? = If | do not speak up and defend myself, | will explode with rage, for | am
in pain. | feel that | am innocent and do not deserve this pain, in addition to what you are doing to me of
accusing me of evil, so if | do not speak up, | will feel as if | am about to explode. He expressed this by
saying | take my flesh in my teeth, meaning | will bite my flesh. And his saying | put my life in my hands
means | will suffocate if | do not speak up. Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him = That is my hope, i.e.
my confidence in Him will continue. This is an expression of strong faith. Job says, "Even if God were to
kill me, | would maintain His friendship and love, trusting in Him. All | would do is show Him that | have
not wronged Him = | will defend my own ways before Him. He also shall be my salvation." Job's
general mood may have been one of utter despair, but sometimes words of hope shine through, such as
these. Their meaning is that | may obtain salvation from my suffering through my righteousness and
steadfastness in God's love. He knows that the wicked cannot be justified before God or be saved = For
a hypocrite could not come before Him. Job sees that he is confident in his righteousness and unafraid
to come before God. He then confirms that he is righteous, and if anyone proves to him that he is a
sinner, he will remain silent and not speak forever = Who is he who will contend with me? (proves that
| am wicked)? If anyone can prove my wickedness = | hold my tongue, | perish. Then he declares that he
wants to discuss his case with God; as he said before, "I desire to reason with God." Then | will not hide
myself from You = meaning that Job does not give up the trial before God and is not afraid of its
outcome, but under two conditions = Only two things do not do to me.

1) Withdraw Your hand far from me = meaning, do not torment me with these excruciating pains,
for | cannot speak like this.

2) And let not the dread of You make me afraid = Do not appear before me with your might and
greatness, for | cannot bear it. This is what the people of Israel said to Moses in the wilderness
after this (Exodus 20: 19). God agreed with the people (see Deuteronomy 18: 16, 17). The
solution was for Christ to come, which is what God promised Moses (Deuteronomy 18: 15-18).
Christ, with his Divinity, united with His Humanity, was with us on earth, and people spoke to
Him and were not terrified by Him, for He had humbled Himself. Christ also lifted God's
punishment from us, for He reconciled us with God. He alone was the one through whom Job's
two conditions were fulfilled. The two conditions were for a dialogue with God to take place:
"Then call, and | will answer" meaning God speaks, and Job answers. "Or let me speak, then
You respond to me" meaning Job speaks, and God answers him. This dialogue would not have
been possible without Christ and his incarnation. This was the human soul's desire, for Christ to
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be incarnate so that this dialogue could occur. Solomon, the prophet, expressed this in (Song of
Solomon 8:1).

(Verses 23-28): How many are my iniquities and sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin. 24
Why do You hide Your face, And regard me as Your enemy? 25 Will You frighten a leaf driven to and
fro? And will You pursue dry stubble? 26 For You write bitter things against me, And make me inherit
the iniquities of my youth. 27 You put my feet in the stocks, And watch closely all my paths. You set a
limit for the soles of my feet. 28 "Man decays like a rotten thing, Like a garment that is moth-eaten.

Here, Job asks God to reveal to him his sins, for which he is being punished. His friends condemn him,
but not according to the truth, whereas God judges with the truth. He bitterly complains of God's
distancing himself from him = "Why do You hide Your face." God does not hide His face from a person
except because of sin. If a person feels this, he should search for his own sin that angered God, not
argue with Him. Christ even bore this divine wrath for us: "My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?" Job humbles himself before God, saying, "l am nothing." Will You frighten a leaf driven to and
fro? This is an admission of complete helplessness before God. But Job believes that God was harsh with
him because "For You write bitter things against me." Since Job could not find any sins in his present
life that deserved this bitterness, he imagined that God was punishing him for sins he committed when
he was young, "And make me inherit the iniquities of my youth." He depicts the severity of God's
punishment against him = You put my feet in the stocks, and the stocks are an instrument of torture,
defamation, and humiliation. The accused is bound hand and foot in front of the people and shamed as
a mockery to passersby. And watch closely all my paths = meaning, O Lord, You track down every slip to
discipline me. You set a limit for the soles of my feet = In ancient times, slaves would wear anklets with
the mark of their master on them so that they would not run away. Here, Job is complaining that God is
pursuing him, so he cannot escape his old sins (which God digs up to find) nor from God's punishments
imposed on him. The truth is that if God digs up a person's sins, no one would stand before Him. Man
decays like a rotten thing = | walk toward destruction under the heavy hand of God. Like a garment that
is moth-eaten = | move from corruption to corruption.
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Chapter 14

Here, Job continues to talk to God and commune with himself.

(Verses 1-6): "Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He comes forth like a
flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue. 3 And do You open Your eyes
on such a one, And bring me to judgment with Yourself? 4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? No one! 5 Since his days are determined, The number of his months is with You; You have
appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass. 6 Look away from him that he may rest, Till like a hired
man he finishes his day.

Man who is born of woman Is of few days = Man is weak, suffers on earth for a short time, and dies.
But he who was born of God has eternal life (John 1:13). Notice what he said, "of few days," because life
is short and measured by days, not years. But in heaven, our life is eternal and painless. He comes forth
like a flower and fades away = This is the nature of human life. Man is born like a flower but quickly
withers. He flees like a shadow = The shadow moves quickly, leaving no trace behind. And do You open
Your eyes on such a one = Will you bring me, a worthless man, to judgment with you? Who can bring a
clean thing out of an unclean? No one! = If a person is born of a sinful woman, can he be born pure
from a sinful, impure mother? "in sin my mother conceived me." This means we inherit the original sin
(the sin of our first parents). No one can make a newborn pure.... {But in the New Testament, the Holy
Spirit formed a pure body in the womb of the Virgin, the body of Christ who became sin to bear our sins.
And we are born pure from a pure mother, the Church, and from the Holy Spirit through baptism. But
the meaning of Job's words here is, Lord, you know the weakness of my nature, so do not judge me for
my sins in this way, for | am a sinner by nature. Since his days are determined = God has determined the
lifespans of all people. And God knows that man's days are few, so will you allow, Lord, that man spends
his few days in torment, especially if he is righteous like me? Look away from him = remove these pains.
And turn your eyes away from the torture of a weak person like me. Allow this weak person to catch his
breath. Till like a hired man he finishes his day = that is, give me a chance to catch my breath before |
die. Here, we notice a ray of hope for a heavenly reward after death, for he depicts man's life here as
the day of a hired hand; after his day is over, he receives his wages.

(Verses 7-15): "For there is hope for a tree, If it is cut down, that it will sprout again, And that its
tender shoots will not cease. 8 Though its root may grow old in the earth, And its stump may die in
the ground, 9 Yet at the scent of water it will bud And bring forth branches like a plant. 10 But man
dies and is laid away; Indeed he breathes his last And where is he? 11 As water disappears from the
sea, And a river becomes parched and dries up, 12 So man lies down and does not rise. Till the
heavens are no more, They will not awake Nor be roused from their sleep. 13 "Oh, that You would
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hide me in the grave, That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, That You would appoint me
a set time, and remember me! 14 If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service |
will wait, Till my change comes. 15 You shall call, and | will answer You; You shall desire the work of
Your hands.

The idea of resurrection after death was not clear to the ancients. Here, Job says that the tree has hope;
even if it is cut down (part of its body), it it will sprout again small branches. And that its tender shoots
will not cease = The tree will have new branches growing from the trunk in the ground. No matter how
withered and dead the tree may seem. Though its root may grow old in the earth = and no matter how
old it is, it has hope that new branches will emerge. Yet at the scent of water it will bud = so death is
the cutting off of water from the tree. But man dies and is laid away = he dies, and his body turns to
dust, and he has no hope of returning, unlike the tree. But after Christ, the concept changed. There was
a tree that was cut down, which is the family tree of David, but a branch grew from it, which is Christ,
the son of David (Isaiah 11: 1). This is a symbol of what happened to all of humanity, which was the
original tree that was cut down by death until a branch grew from it to revive it again. How did life
return to Job's tree? With water, verse (9). And how did life return to man? This was by the Holy Spirit,
Who was poured out upon the Church through the merit of the blood of Christ, and the Holy Spirit is
symbolized by the water that revived the ancient dead tree whose roots grow old in the earth, And its
stump may die in the ground. The Apostle Paul explained death now as the seed (dead body) placed in
the soil so that a tree may arise (1 Corinthians 15: 35-38), and this is because of the life of Christ in it. As
water disappears from the sea = the original word for sea here is a swamp of water low below the
ground. Here, Job likens human life to the water that floats on the ground, quickly dries up and is
swallowed up again by the soil. Thus, man lies down and does not rise, and the river here... And a river
becomes parched and dries up =it is not a large river like the Nile, but what he previously called a brook
(Job 6: 15). And verse (12) Till the heavens are no more, They will not awake Nor be roused from their
sleep = according to the Jesuit translation, man lies down and does not wake up until the heavens pass
away. It is a final death with no hope of return, even if the heavens pass away (in Job's opinion, the
heavens do not pass away, so his meaning is that death is the end with no hope of another life). After
that, Job returned to ask for death = Oh, that You would hide me in the grave = he is asking for a hiding
place in the grave from the torment of his pain. To the ancients, the grave meant the place where the
dead go. There are two Hades places: one for the righteous and the other for the wicked. However, the
wicked in their Hades have no connection with God, nor with the righteous in their Hades. That You
would conceal me until Your wrath is past = (The thoughts are still conflicting, for Job thought here that
God would kill him but preserve his spirit in the grave.) Job imagines that God, in His wrath, brought all
this pain upon him, and here He asks him to complete His anger by killing him so that His anger may be
extinguished. We know that death is the last enemy to be destroyed, and as long as we die, there is
anger. The presence of the bodies of the saints in the graves means that there is a remnant of the wrath
of which they were sons by nature. There, they remain subject to some of the consequences of sin, but
when the body is resurrected, all of God's anger will end, when the last enemy will be destroyed and
extinguished. That You would appoint me a set time, and remember me! = As He remembered Noah in
the ark in which God hid him, not only to destroy the old world, but to preserve him in it to prepare a
new world. Here, we find a second ray of light in Job's faith in life after death, in which God remembers
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Job after He punished him for his sins. [If Job expresses in his speech the perishability of man after
death, he is speaking in the tongue of the human Job, who is limited in his knowledge. If he utters words
in which we find hope of resurrection, it is the Holy Spirit who speaks through him so that his words are
like a light shining in the darkness of the Old Testament, so that people see a glimmer of comfort that
comforts them that there is hope for life after death. Without these words and others like them, the
Pharisees would not have understood that there is a resurrection.] However, the conflicting ideas about
death are due to the lack of clarity of this concept in the Old Testament.

If a man dies, shall he live again? This is a question from a confused mind. Job had never seen a man
rise again after he had died. But he felt inspired by God that there was hope in that, although he did not
understand how. All the days of my hard service | will wait, Till my change comes = He was asking, for
example, "If a man dies, will he come back to life?" He is saying, "If this were proven, | will wait, Till my
change comes = My condition would change from the state of misery | am suffering from now to the
state of glory | await to find after that." Christ answered this question, saying, "He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live." (John 11: 25). This firm belief in the resurrection is what motivates the
saints to endure their pain with patience and the martyrs to endure their torments with patience. As for
Job, he was in a stage of questioning: Is what | feel, that there will be a change in my condition after
death, is this feeling real or imaginary? If it is real, then | will certainly be patient. When Job reached this,
he cried out with joy, "You shall call, and | will answer You" = If you are going to change my condition, |
will answer you wherever you take me. If you allow pain or death, | am ready to answer you wherever
you take me. If you allow pain or death, | am ready to answer you. Job reached this after he felt a voice
inside him speaking to him about God's love and longing for him = You shall desire the work of Your
hands. Let us notice the conflicting feelings within Job's soul. God did not leave him in his distress but
rather gave him fatherly, comforting feelings that God longed for him. On the other hand, Satan was
striking Job with strikes. Successive and depicting God's cruelty and abandonment. How many times has
God wanted to shower us with His fatherly love in our distress, but we refused because we insisted that
God was the cause of our misfortunes, so we quarrelled with Him, depriving ourselves of His comfort
during our distress?

(Verses 16-22): For now You number my steps, But do not watch over my sin. 17 My transgression is
sealed up in a bag, And You cover my iniquity. 18 "But as a mountain falls and crumbles away, And as
a rock is moved from its place; 19 As water wears away stones, And as torrents wash away the soil of
the earth; So You destroy the hope of man. 20 You prevail forever against him, and he passes on; You
change his countenance and send him away. 21 His sons come to honor, and he does not know it;
They are brought low, and he does not perceive it. 22 But his flesh will be in pain over it, And his soul
will mourn over it."

We said that Job's feelings were mixed, like each of us in our distress, and unfortunately, he responded
to Satan's voice and again repeated his complaints against God. In this way, he lost the voice of comfort
he had begun to hear, and he began to suffer and cry out again. It is sad that God surrounded him with
feelings of longing for God and then he responded to the voice of complaint against God again. For now
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You number my steps = You, O Lord, track my every step in the hope that You may find a sin for which
You can punish me.

But do not watch over my sin = You keep track of my sins. My transgression is sealed up in a bag = You
have preserved my past and present sins and placed them in a bag, as one preserves evidence against a
criminal. And You cover my iniquity = that is, after You placed my sins in a bag, which You sewed up so
that no sin would be lost. The meaning is that You never accept forgiveness, but rather, You punish me
for every sin and hold me accountable for everything. Job did well here when he admitted that he had
sins for which he could be punished, but he offended God's goodness by considering Him harsh,
watching for every sin and refusing to forgive. He did not know that God punishes us, if He punishes us,
with less than we deserve, and He saved the entire punishment to fall on Christ, and what He allows
against us is only for discipline and purification.

Job's anger reaches its peak in verses 18 and 19. If a person begins to complain and grumble, nothing
will stop him, and the matter may even lead to a clash with God, as happened here. Job said here words
of extreme cruelty about God, So You destroy the hope of man. You prevail forever against him. And
God, in His harshness, destroys the hope of man, as if His wrath were as torrents wash away the soil of
the earth. Here, he looks at his wealth that was lost as a result of God's wrath (in his view), and he said
that God's wrath had destroyed all my hope (my wealth/my children/my health. . . . everything | had).
And God did what He did with His merciless arrogance. If | were a mountain, | would not have endured,
and if | were a rock, the waters of suffering that afflicted me would have made this rock wear out and
move from its place. . But as a mountain falls and crumbles away = just as a fallen mountain crumbles
and wears out as a stone, this is what happened to me. Your harsh anger destroys me as a mountain is
shattered by floods. Nothing can stand before the might of Your wrath, O Lord, which is like floods that
sweep away even mountains.

You change his countenance and send him away = You were angry with me, O Lord, so You changed my
countenance (until His companions did not recognize him from the results of his misfortunes. Then, he
expels him from this world permanently. His sons come to honor, and he does not know it; They are
brought low, and he does not perceive it. But his flesh will be in pain over it = Rather, he is pained by
the intensity of the pain that befalls the person who angers God and is pained and is not preoccupied
with anything around him except his pain. If one of his children is honoured, he will not be happy
because of his grief, and if one of his children is humiliated, he will not be more sad than he is, for his
grief has reached the point of saturation.
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Chapter 15

We naturally like our opinions, cling to them, and only give them up with great difficulty. After Job
finished speaking, Eliphaz assumed that Job rejected his reasoning, so he attacked him more harshly.
Strangely, he considered his first words gentle and comforting, and since Job did not respond to his
comfort, Eliphaz should address him with harsh words. While God says, "Comfort, yes, comfort My
people!" meaning that the job of God's servants is to comfort those who are grieving, we find Eliphaz
attacking poor Job here. Eliphaz's words contain wisdom that can be greatly benefited from, but
applying them to Job is wrong, as he unjustly attributes evil to him. As usual, he urges him to repent
before the opportunity is lost.

(Verses 1-6): Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said: 2 "Should a wise man answer with empty
knowledge, And fill himself with the east wind? 3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk, Or by
speeches with which he can do no good? 4 Yes, you cast off fear, And restrain prayer before God. 5
For your iniquity teaches your mouth, And you choose the tongue of the crafty. 6 Your own mouth
condemns you, and not |; Yes, your own lips testify against you.

Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge = If you are truly wise, do you imagine that a wise
person would answer our questions and our sound logic while his thoughts are empty and hollow? In his
pride, Eliphaz imagined that since Job disagreed with him, then everything Job said stemmed from his
empty wisdom. Eliphaz thinks his wisdom is unparalleled. And fill himself with the east wind? = This is a
new insult to Job, meaning that his words are empty and worthless like the air (wind); rather, they are
harmful, as the east wind is a very hot wind that harms crops. Yes, you cast off fear, And restrain prayer
before God = This is an accusation against Job, meaning that Job is calling for not fearing God and for
abstaining from piety. Eliphaz may have imagined this from Job's words that the wicked see good days
and that the tents of the destroyers are at rest; he may have understood that Job meant that nothing
prevents people from evil. In this way, Job testified against himself that he is wicked = For your iniquity
teaches your mouth. Perhaps Eliphaz understood this from Job's previous harsh words against God.
Rather, Eliphaz accused Job of being a deceiver = And you choose the tongue of the crafty = For in some
of his words, he testified to God, but his heart was full of iniquity. However, Eliphaz did not admit that
he and his companions had provoked Job to the point that he uttered words of complaint against God.

(Verses 7-11): "Are you the first man who was born? Or were you made before the hills? 8 Have you
heard the counsel of God? Do you limit wisdom to yourself? 9 What do you know that we do not
know? What do you understand that is not in us? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us,
Much older than your father. 11 Are the consolations of God too small for you, And the word spoken
gently with you?
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Job had preceded him and said, "But | have understanding as well as you" (Job 12: 3). Eliphaz took this
statement as an argument against Job, and even misinterpreted it. He thought Job was claiming to be
wiser than any other human being, so he responded harshly.

Are you the first man who was born? = The ancients believed that Adam, the first of all creatures,
possessed divine wisdom. Are you, Job, the same as Adam, or like him? Or this is understood as follows:
Wisdom increases with age; the older a person gets, the wiser they become. So, Job, were you the first
person God created and thus the wisest of all people?

Or were you made before the hills? = Even the mockery increases, for the hills are much older than
Adam; in fact, they are the oldest thing on earth. In even greater mockery, he says, "Have you heard the
counsel of God?" = Perhaps the wisdom you boast about, Job, is because you enter God's council and
learn from there a wisdom we don't know. Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us = Do not
think of yourself as wiser than us. We have wise elders, Much older than your father. How can you
claim to be wiser? Are the consolations of God too small for you = He imagined that his previous words
were comforting words sent by God through his tongue. And the word spoken gently with you = Eliphaz
imagined that his previous comforting words were gentle.

(Verses 12-16): Why does your heart carry you away, And what do your eyes wink at, 13 That you turn
your spirit against God, And let such words go out of your mouth? 14 "What is man, that he could be
pure? And he who is born of a woman, that he could be righteous? 15 If God puts no trust in His
saints, And the heavens are not pure in His sight, 16 How much less man, who is abominable and
filthy, Who drinks iniquity like water!

Why does your heart carry you away = Why are you so impressed with yourself and your opinions? And
what do your eyes wink at = That is, at what are you winking at? Why do you not care about the words
you hear, as if they do not convince you or that you are too high to pay attention to them? That you
turn your spirit against God = Eliphaz considered Job's words previously as a challenge to God and a
rebellion against Him. Then he explains to him that man, no matter who he is, is too insignificant to
challenge God. What is man, that he could be pure? (means to be clean.)

If God puts no trust in His saints = That is, he does not entrust them with service without providing
them with new strength and wisdom. God does not entrust His angels with managing the world's affairs,
but rather gives them specific commands to carry out. And the heavens are not pure in His sight = No
matter how pure they appear to us. That is, the issue is relative; the heavens are immeasurably purer
than humans, How much less man, who is abominable and filthy. But these heavens, if compared to
the Holy God, would be impure. And part of man's corruption is to drink sin as if a thirsty man found a
glass of ice-cold water = Who drinks iniquity like water. That is, he commits sin without any remorse
from his conscience. As for the one filled with the Holy Spirit, if he sins, the Spirit convicts him to the
point of weeping and regretting his sin. See the Psalms of Repentance of the Prophet David.
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(Verses 17-35): "I will tell you, hear me; What | have seen | will declare, 18 What wise men have told,
Not hiding anything received from their fathers, 19 To whom alone the land was given, And no alien
passed among them: 20 The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, And the number of years is
hidden from the oppressor. 21 Dreadful sounds are in his ears; In prosperity the destroyer comes
upon him. 22 He does not believe that he will return from darkness, For a sword is waiting for him. 23
He wanders about for bread, saying, 'Where is it?' He knows that a day of darkness is ready at his
hand. 24 Trouble and anguish make him afraid; They overpower him, like a king ready for battle. 25
For he stretches out his hand against God, And acts defiantly against the Almighty, 26 Running
stubbornly against Him With his strong, embossed shield. 27 "Though he has covered his face with his
fatness, And made his waist heavy with fat, 28 He dwells in desolate cities, In houses which no one
inhabits, Which are destined to become ruins. 29 He will not be rich, Nor will his wealth continue, Nor
will his possessions overspread the earth. 30 He will not depart from darkness; The flame will dry out
his branches, And by the breath of His mouth he will go away. 31 Let him not trust in futile things,
deceiving himself, For futility will be his reward. 32 It will be accomplished before his time, And his
branch will not be green. 33 He will shake off his unripe grape like a vine, And cast off his blossom like
an olive tree. 34 For the company of hypocrites will be barren, And fire will consume the tents of
bribery. 35 They conceive trouble and bring forth futility; Their womb prepares deceit."

Eliphaz's summary here is that the wicked must be miserable; therefore, since Job is now in a state of
misery, he is certainly wicked. I will tell you = | will show you; hear me; What | have seen | will declare,
What wise men have told = The meaning is that Eliphaz's words are based on his personal experience
and the experience of the wise. Not hiding anything = they told it to us. To whom alone the land was
given = that is, the witnesses from whom he took their wisdom were trustworthy, held high positions,
and were beloved by Heaven, so God gave them the right to rule the earth. And no alien passed among
them = to participate with or disturb them. alien = means that he was different from them; they were
wise and righteous, and the alien is the wicked. Here, Eliphaz implicitly objects to Job's reasoning that
The earth is given into the hand of the wicked (Job 9: 24), because here he finds that the wise and
righteous rule the earth. What is the wisdom that Eliphaz wants to inspire in Job?... The wicked man
writhes with pain all his days (this is a reference to Job who is writhing), And the number of years is
hidden from the oppressor = every person has a number of years. The oppressor, that is, the mighty
one who defies God, writhes all his years. Dreadful sounds are in his ears = perhaps for no reason, like
Cain. Whoever has no peace in his heart because of the lack of his peace with God, truly lives in fear and
anxiety because of the cruelty he committed and the blood he shed. The sins of the wicked pursue him.
He knows that heaven is not pleased with him and that people hate him. Even in his days of prosperity,
he is in fear of this prosperity passing away = In prosperity the destroyer comes upon him = this is the
terrifying sound in his ears that everything is subject to passing away. If distress befalls him at any time,
he despairs of escape from it = He does not believe that he will return from darkness, For a sword is
waiting for him = his eye is watching for the sword. This arises from a guilty conscience. The darkness
here is the painful state of terror he is in.

He wanders about for bread = It may refer to his bankruptcy, even to the point of lack of bread. It may
also refer to the worry he lives in despite his wealth. This worry makes him imagine that he may one day
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lose the ability to obtain bread. This delusion makes him imagine that he must work and strive to
increase his wealth, but he is never satisfied or reassured because He knows that a day of darkness is
ready at his hand = he cannot escape it, and it is prepared for him.

Trouble and anguish make him afraid = that is, internal harm and distress, which are the results of
God's wrath. There is no peace of conscience or peace of mind (and if this is the hell within him, then
what is the hell that awaits him?).

They overpower him, like a king ready for battle = His inner turmoil dominates him. Rather, this turmoil
is like a king ruling over this wicked one, with armies fighting him and defeating his peace. The reason
for all this is Running stubbornly against Him With his strong, embossed shield = He is hostile to Him;
that is, he personally resists God, resists His commandments and His works of providence stubbornly.
Here, He describes the stubborn one difficultly, as if he were a stubborn warrior fighting God, hostile to
Him. With his embossed shield, he foolishly thinks he can oppose God and thinks he has a shield (a
shield with which he defends himself). embossed means a thick, heavy shield. He imagines he is
expressing wisdom in his attack on God. That is, in his arrogance, he imagines that due to his strength,
he can attack God and that His words contain wisdom, which he boasts about. What makes a person
reach this level? The answer: Luxury, unfortunately!! Though he has covered his face with his fatness =
that is, fat and grease have covered his face. Sodom and Gomorrah went astray because of their
abundance of good things. But everything that belongs to the wicked is suddenly brought to ruin, and
this is what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah. Everything that his wickedness has gathered is brought
to ruin, and God turns everything into ruin for the wicked. But by adding what was said previously, we
find the description of this wicked man who is hostile to God... His neck is stiff, his face is fat, and he has
thick, decorated shields. The meaning is that he is stubborn, defends himself, is proud of his opinions,
and attributes errors to God. He refuses to listen to any wise voice that defends God.

He dwells in desolate cities, In houses which no one inhabits, Which are destined to become ruins =
Even if they appear prosperous, they will be destroyed because of evil.

He will not depart from darkness = No matter how hard he tries to escape this destruction, he will fail.
The flame will dry out his branches = flame came in other translations as poison, meaning his branches
are dried up by poison or flame, as if poison or flame has spread throughout everything he owns,
causing it to be destroyed or burnt. And by the breath of His mouth = meaning the mouth of God, this
wicked person he will go away, leaving everything to others. Meaning his life may end in death. "Fool!
This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?"

Let him not trust in futile things = This is a warning to every person, from Eliphaz to Job and each of us.
If this is the end of the wicked, then we should not trust that our evils will lead us to any good. A thief or
bribe-taker should not think that his unjustly acquired wealth will someday benefit him.

For futility will be his reward = the reward of the wicked is indeed evil. Rather, he is exposed to death
young = It will be accomplished before his time, And his branch will not be green = Perhaps the
reference here is that even his family will not live to see their days. In the same concept, He will shake
off his unripe grape like a vine = Meaning, his offspring and those he has will die in the prime of their
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lives before reaching adulthood. An example of their sins is that they are wicked and corrupt, so their
end is bad.
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Chapter 16

(Verses 1-5): Then Job answered and said: 2 "I have heard many such things; Miserable comforters are
you all! 3 Shall words of wind have an end? Or what provokes you that you answer? 4 | also could
speak as you do, If your soul were in my soul's place. | could heap up words against you, And shake
my head at you; 5 But | would strengthen you with my mouth, And the comfort of my lips would
relieve your grief.

Job also responds that their words are useless; Eliphaz did not say anything new | have heard many such
things; Miserable comforters are you all = and not only Job's friends, but all people, we cannot find a
comforter for us in our troubles except God, "the Holy Spirit, the Comforter." While Job's friends
thought they were comforting him, they weary him. Or what provokes you that you answer = Why this
stubbornness and insistence on proving my sin? What do you gain from this? What provokes you that |
say that | am without sin? If your soul were in my soul's place = that is, if we changed situations and you
were in the same pain as me, then | can say words and meaningless wisdom and despise the suffering
among you = And shake my head at you = but is this the right course of action? . . Absolutely not.
Therefore, | would not do that if the situation was changed, But | would strengthen you with my mouth
=that is, | would speak comforting words to ease your sorrows.

(Verses 6-16): "Though | speak, my grief is not relieved; And if | remain silent, how am | eased? 7 But
now He has worn me out; You have made desolate all my company. 8 You have shriveled me up, And it
is a witness against me; My leanness rises up against me And bears witness to my face. 9 He tears me
in His wrath, and hates me; He gnashes at me with His teeth; My adversary sharpens His gaze on me.
10 They gape at me with their mouth, They strike me reproachfully on the cheek, They gather together
against me. 11 God has delivered me to the ungodly, And turned me over to the hands of the wicked.
12 | was at ease, but He has shattered me; He also has taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces;
He has set me up for His target, 13 His archers surround me. He pierces my heart and does not pity; He
pours out my gall on the ground. 14 He breaks me with wound upon wound; He runs at me like a
warrior. 15 "I have sewn sackcloth over my skin, And laid my head in the dust. 16 My face is flushed
from weeping, And on my eyelids is the shadow of death;

Job returned to complaining about his pain, perhaps to move the hearts of his friends to have mercy on
him. Here, he is saying that neither complaining nor keeping quiet will give him comfort = Though |
speak, my grief is not relieved; And if | remain silent, how am | eased? The reason for his complaint is
that God has worn him out = He has worn me out. God is the One who caused all this. From here, he
began to speak to God and address him with difficult words. You have made desolate all my company =
My children and servants died, and my friends who gathered around me abandoned me. You have
shriveled me up = You imprisoned me in my pain. And it is a witness against me = in my condition and
appearance, the sight of my beaten body and my face became a witness, indeed witnesses, of your
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wrath against me. Job may mean that his pain is a witness and that his complaint is not without
justification. Then, he depicts God as a beast that pounced on him to devour him, and this beast has
predatory teeth and gleaming eyes with a frightening sight = He gnashes at me with His teeth; My
adversary sharpens His gaze on me. His enemy may have been Eliphaz, who was attacking him, or
Satan, or he may have considered God himself hostile to him like a beast. In this, his words were rash
against God, for God does not antagonize any of His creation, but in his terrors, He imagined this. They
gape at me with their mouth = This refers to his friends who accused him of evil. It seems that his
wicked neighbors rejoiced in his affliction, as his entire behaviour angered them, and their treatment of
him was extremely humiliating. In verses 10 and 11, we see how Job symbolizes Christ in His suffering.
Indeed, Christ fulfilled this (Psalm 22: 13 + Micah 5: 1 + Matthew 26: 67).

God has delivered me to the ungodly = Instead of rescuing him from their hands, He delivered him to
them (his wicked neighbours or friends). We do not know whether Job understood the plots of the
devils at the time. But what matters is his belief that God is in control of all things. His statement, "God
has delivered me" means that he does not think of his enemies as acting on their own, but rather God is
above them: "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above."
(John 19: 11). This is a correct idea: God is in control of all things and is responsible for everything that
happens to us, even what appears to us to be evil. However, if God allows what we consider evil, He
intends it for good, namely the salvation of our souls. For us to suffer here for a few years and then
enjoy eternal life in heaven is better than for us to enjoy health and wealth here on earth and then
perish eternally. Therefore, the Apostle Paul says, "all things work together for good..."

In this, Job symbolizes Christ, who was delivered into the hands of the wicked to be crucified, and this
was by God's definite plan and foreknowledge (Acts 2: 23). | was at ease, but He has shattered me =
before the trial, he was at ease, and He has shattered me = meaning He tore all my members apart. He
also has taken me by my neck = that is, misfortunes came upon me unexpectedly. He has set me up for
His target = He chose me from among mankind and was pleased to make me a target for Him to direct
all His arrows at. When God set me as a target = His archers surround me as if the Sabaeans, fire, and
wind were God's archers. He pierces my heart = All my organs, the most sensitive of which is the heart,
were afflicted with severe pain. He pours out my gall on the ground = When they hunt and slaughter a
wild beast, they spill its gall in disgust. He depicts that God shed his blood not because it is worthless but
because it is hateful. He breaks me with wound upon wound = as if God attacked him while he was
fortified in his castle (his home and wealth). | have sewn sackcloth over my skin = A cloak of black hair,
which is a sign of grief, so he wore a cloak because of his pain. Would he wear silk over his sores filled
with mud? And laid my head in the dust = The head is a sign of elevation, and the dust is a sign of
humiliation, so God wanted to humiliate him.

My face is flushed from weeping: He had no choice but to plead with tears, and his weeping was over
his state.

And on my eyelids is the shadow of death = The shadow of death became so close to me, as if it was on
my eyelids.
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(Verses 17-22): Although no violence is in my hands, And my prayer is pure. 18 "O earth, do not cover
my blood, And let my cry have no resting place! 19 Surely even now my witness is in heaven, And my
evidence is on high. 20 My friends scorn me; My eyes pour out tears to God. 21 Oh, that one might
plead for a man with God, As a man pleads for his neighbor! 22 For when a few years are finished, |
shall go the way of no return.

Although no violence is in my hands: His conscience testified purely before God that he had not
wronged anyone nor acquired his wealth unjustly. And my prayer is pure = and prayer cannot be pure
as long as there is injustice in the hands (Isaiah 1: 15). Then he cursed himself if he was lying in what he
said... O earth, do not cover my blood = If there is injustice in my hands, or he has wronged someone,
he wishes that God would expose this injustice and not hide it. And if this happens and | am unjust...
And let my cry have no resting place = meaning he is satisfied that God will not answer him or his cry if
he has wronged anyone.

After Job lost hope that his friends would do him justice or hear him and believe him, rather, they
mocked him = My friends scorn me = and this pained him greatly, as he found no one on earth to testify
for him, so he lifted his eyes to heaven, to God who testifies for him, for He is the One who sees
everything. God can testify to His perfection and righteousness. Surely even now my witness is in
heaven, And my evidence is on high. Here, we find Job glimpsing in the heavensa divine hero who
defends all (Jews and Gentiles) who defends him. He glimpsed a ray of light from Christ, our advocate
before the Father, Who is the witness who testifies for him and acquits him = announcing He is without
sin = evidence, and who will do that, He is on high, He is in heaven [and no one can justify us before the
Father except Him]. So what Job longed for, Christ achieved. (Hebrews 7: 25+ 8: 1 +9: 12, 24 + 1 John 2:
1 + Revelation 3: 14). Because people are harsh in their judgment, My friends scorn me. So, whom
should I turn to? There is no one to whom | can turn but God. My eyes pour out tears to God = that is, |
turn to God with my tears. Oh, that one might plead for a man with God = Here, he has reached a state
of despair that his friends will do him justice, so he turns to God, whom he trusts. But he wishes that
God would be As a man to his neighbor, so that God would be sensitive to his weaknesses as a human
being during the trial and find excuses for him... What can we say? Did Job see Christ as the Son of Man
who defends us and is simultaneously the Judge? The Apostle Paul perfectly depicted this scene (see
Romans 8: 33-34).

After Job saw this with the spirit of prophecy, he cried out to God to bring this witness who would
defend him quickly, for Job's days are few ... | shall go the way of no return.
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Chapter 17

(verses 1-9): "My spirit is broken, My days are extinguished, The grave is ready for me. 2 Are not
mockers with me? And does not my eye dwell on their provocation? 3 "Now put down a pledge for
me with Yourself. Who is he who will shake hands with me? 4 For You have hidden their heart from
understanding; Therefore You will not exalt them. 5 He who speaks flattery to his friends, Even the
eyes of his children will fail. 6 "But He has made me a byword of the people, And | have become one
in whose face men spit. 7 My eye has also grown dim because of sorrow, And all my members are like
shadows. 8 Upright men are astonished at this, And the innocent stirs himself up against the
hypocrite. 9 Yet the righteous will hold to his way, And he who has clean hands will be stronger and
stronger.

My spirit is broken = Job, as a weary man, when he mentioned that his days are few (Job 16: 22),
continued his talk about death, as he found himself very close to it, and that the vital force within him
was about to cease, The grave is ready for me = meaning the cemetery where the graves of my fathers
are, which | will soon join. What increased his pain were the words of his friends; here, he called them
mockers. He says that if they had not been with him, he would have been more comfortable. His eyes
would have been at rest, but now, because of their promises of more comfortable days, which he
considered false, and because of their attempts to prove his evil, which he called their quarrels, and if it
had not been for their quarrels, he would have been at rest = my eye dwell on their provocation.
Therefore, he turns his gaze to God, leaving his friends. Now put down a pledge for me with Yourself =
He had previously complained that he wanted to be tried in the just court of heaven, but he was waiting
for a witness to defend him. Here, he makes another request that someone be found to guarantee him
until this witness arrives and the trial is completed (as if he is asking to be released on bail or with
someone's guarantee until the witness he is waiting for arrives). With the spirit of prophecy, Job awaits
Christ and does not want to be judged before He comes. Who is he who will shake hands with me = The
guarantee was concluded by clapping hands (see the explanation of this in Proverbs 6: 1). The question
here is, who is this person who will guarantee me and testify for me? | know that there is someone who
will do so, but who is it, | wonder?! Job returns to his friends and condemns them for their cruelty, 4 For
You have hidden their heart from understanding = Because of their cruelty, God prevented them from
wisdom and understanding. Therefore You will not exalt them = Do not let them win their round
against me. He who speaks flattery to his friends, Even the eyes of his children will fail = This is a stern
warning to his friends to cease their evil against him because whoever betrays his friends, especially in a
state like his, may expose even his own children to harm. But He has made me a byword of the people
= As someone who is despised. And | have become one in whose face men spit. My eye has also grown
dim because of sorrow = my eyes grew weary from grief from his much weeping and grief, and he
almost lost his sight. And all my members are like shadows = Because of my skinniness, | became as if |
were not a human being but a shadow of a human being. Isn't this what happened to Christ? He is the
man of sorrows (Isaiah 53: 3). He is the one whom people despised and spat upon. Here, Job is a symbol
of Christ. Upright men are astonished at this = When the upright see your attack on me, they will be
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astonished. The upright will also be astonished that God allowed all this suffering for a righteous man,
and even allowed mockers to mock the righteous. And the innocent stirs himself up against the
hypocrite = The innocent, that is, the upright, will revolt against the wicked who humiliated me and
accused me of evil.

But doesn't this verse have another resonance? If we understand verses 6 and 7 as a symbol of Christ's
suffering, then all the saints who believed that Christ suffered this way would be amazed that Christ
suffered so much for them. They would discover the devil's plots, and all those justified by Christ (the
innocent) would rise up against the wicked devil and resist him with their faith, prayers, and even
martyrdom for the sake of the truth they saw in Christ. History attests to this, as the church rose in a
blessed renaissance immediately after Christ.

Yet the righteous will hold to his way = Job may be referring to himself by these words, but all the
saints who knew Christ held fast to their faith, and so has the entire church throughout the ages.

(Verses 10-16): "But please, come back again, all of you, For | shall not find one wise man among you.
11 My days are past, My purposes are broken off, Even the thoughts of my heart. 12 They change the
night into day; 'The light is near,’ they say, in the face of darkness. 13 If | wait for the grave as my
house, If | make my bed in the darkness, 14 If | say to corruption, 'You are my father,' And to the
worm, 'You are my mother and my sister,' 15 Where then is my hope? As for my hope, who can see it?
16 Will they go down to the gates of Sheol? Shall we have rest together in the dust?"

come back again, all of you = Be assured, my friends, that you are mistaken. For | shall not find one
wise man among you who knows how to explain the problem of the pain that God allows the saints.
Here, he mentions how all his dreams of happy days were illusions and were shattered, and he himself is
close to death. My days are past, My purposes are broken off, Even the thoughts of my heart = That is,
in the days of my prosperity, my heart's thoughts and intentions were to increase my prosperity and
complete my days in happiness, and all this is over. They change the night into day; 'The light is near,’
they say, in the face of darkness = His companions, with their false promises that his pain will end,
turned his night (his pain) into day (hopes), but in reality, any light for him (hopes for the future) is
closer to darkness, for he is without hope. And all his hope was death = If | wait for the grave as my
house, | would be deceiving myself if | expected an escape from my troubles other than what death
offers. If | make my bed = that is, he prepared his grave as a bed for him to rest in. Rather, If | say to
corruption, 'You are my father = His friends had let him down, so the corruption and the worms had
become his closest relatives. He welcomed the grave, but death had become more compassionate than
his friends.

15 Where then is my hope? As for my hope, who can see it? 16 Will they go down to the gates of
Sheol? =The hopes you speak to me of will descend with me to the abyss, and it will be closed upon us,
meaning there is no hope at all.
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Chapter 18

Here, we find Bildad's speech in which he renews his attack on Job with even greater severity. We note
an important observation: in Job's speeches, we glimpse a progression from darkness to light. . .. The
opposite is true in the speeches of his friends, where we find them becoming increasingly harsh.

(Verses 1-4): Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: 2 "How long till you put an end to words?
Gain understanding, and afterward we will speak. 3 Why are we counted as beasts, And regarded as
stupid in your sight? 4 You who tear yourself in anger, Shall the earth be forsaken for you? Or shall the
rock be removed from its place?

We find Bildad accusing Job of speaking endless, useless words. How long till you put an end to words?
Bildad accuses Job of engaging them in imaginary conversations, like snares that mislead the listeners
and are nothing but words that contain nothing (like a snare that a hunter comes to, thinking it contains
valuable prey but finds it empty). Gain understanding, and afterward we will speak = He accused him of
not paying attention to what was said to him and asked him to think about what he heard before
responding with empty words. Then, he accused him of looking down on his friends. Why are we
counted as beasts, And regarded as stupid in your sight? Job did not say anything like that, but it was
an exaggeration, meaning, do you think we do not understand and that our words are trivial, as if we
were animals? Then, he accused him of being emotional and rash.

You who tear yourself in anger = Job had accused God of tearing him, but here Bildad responds by
saying that he is the one who, in his anger, tears himself. This is true, for anger is a sin that carries its
own punishment, for those who are quick to anger and irritate themselves tear themselves apart. Shall
the earth be forsaken for you? = This is an accusation against Job, that in his arrogance and pride, he
thinks that to escape the moral order of the universe, which necessitates punishment for the wicked, he
must turn the world upside down and empty it of its inhabitants so that Job can be left alone,
establishing his own order and escaping punishment. Or shall the rock be removed from its place? = It is
impossible to move a rock, but would we change the laws of nature for your sake? If changing earthly
laws (moving a rock, emptying the earth) is impossible, then it is even more impossible to change the
laws of God, Who is the Owner of the heavens and the earth and He is the Rock of Eternity.

(Verses 5-10): "The light of the wicked indeed goes out, And the flame of his fire does not shine. 6 The
light is dark in his tent, And his lamp beside him is put out. 7 The steps of his strength are shortened,
And his own counsel casts him down. 8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, And he walks into a
snare. 9 The net takes him by the heel, And a snare lays hold of him. 10 A noose is hidden for him on
the ground, And a trap for him in the road.
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After Bildad had previously proven the impossibility of changing laws, he mentions here the law that
everyone was so desperate to defend: the inevitability of the wicked's destruction, which applies to Job.
The light of the wicked indeed goes out = Indeed is a response to Job's complaint. The meaning is,
"Even if you object, Job, to this, it is true." The light of the wicked, even what is bright and good in them,
will be quickly extinguished. The wicked may have temporary success, like a light in their life, but it will
quickly be extinguished. This success is temporary, like a burning fire that will quickly be extinguished.
And his lamp beside him is put out. The steps of his strength are shortened, And his own counsel casts
him down = It was customary to place a lamp above the tent to illuminate the entire tent. The simile
means that his success is like a lamp whose oil quickly runs out and goes out. If we understand the
biblical simile to mean that the tent refers to the body, then life will quickly end.

The steps of his strength are shortened = meaning confusion and hesitation in making a decision. It also
means physical weakness, which makes steps sluggish and makes a person unable to walk. And his own
counsel casts him down = God hands him over to his own counsel, for this is what he deserves, and his
corrupt counsel pushes him to his destruction (Pharaoh and his destruction). As for the children of God
who are filled with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is not a spirit of weakness, but of power, love, and a
sound mind (2 Timothy 1: 7), meaning making the right decision. For he is cast into a net by his own
feet = net means snare. The meaning is that he is the one who decides for his own destruction, for he is
the one who decides on this destructive path for himself. When God takes away His light, wisdom, from
the wicked, this actually happens, and all the wicked's decisions become wrong and lead him down a
dark path from ruin to ruin, and he cannot fulfill what he proposes. He fails to escape = The net takes
him by the heel, and while he plots evil against others, he will fall into the net of his own evil. A noose is
hidden for him on the ground = The noose or trap is a kind of snare hidden in the ground, and it catches
the prey's leg so that the prey hangs by its leg on a tree. And a trap for him in the road = that is, while
he is on his way, this trap catches him. Thus we understand that the devil places these snares in our
path, but he whose eyes God enlightens sees these snares and flees and is saved, as the psalmist says in
Psalm (124): "Blessed be the Lord, Who has not given us as prey to their teeth. Our soul has escaped as a
bird from the snare of the fowlers; The snare is broken, and we have escaped."

(Verses 11-21): Terrors frighten him on every side, And drive him to his feet. 12 His strength is starved,
And destruction is ready at his side. 13 It devours patches of his skin; The firstborn of death devours
his limbs. 14 He is uprooted from the shelter of his tent, And they parade him before the king of
terrors. 15 They dwell in his tent who are none of his; Brimstone is scattered on his dwelling. 16 His
roots are dried out below, And his branch withers above. 17 The memory of him perishes from the
earth, And he has no name among the renowned. 18 He is driven from light into darkness, And chased
out of the world. 19 He has neither son nor posterity among his people, Nor any remaining in his
dwellings. 20 Those in the west are astonished at his day, As those in the east are frightened. 21
Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, And this is the place of him who does not know God."

Bildad continues and elaborates on his theory. Terrors frighten him on every side, And drive him to his
feet = If the snare (the trap) catches his feet, he is terrified, and his conscience will find no peace, but he
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thinks that all of creation is fighting against him and the heavens are angry with him, and he alone is
terrified. His strength is starved = the strength, wealth, and power he relied on will shame him on the
day of his calamity, and all he has will be useless to him. And destruction is ready at his side = that is, he
sees his ruin approaching. And he sees his death approaching, eating away at his body = It devours
patches of his skin; The firstborn of death devours his limbs. The disease in which the limbs of the body
are eaten away is the fearsome disease of leprosy. He called it the firstborn of death, because the
firstborn is the strongest and richest, so he has a double portion, and the firstborn of death is the
strongest of the deadly diseases. He is uprooted from the shelter of his tent = Everything he had that he
relied on will be taken and gone from him, even the tent in which he lived. And they parade him before
the king of terrors = the king of terrors is death, so it is as if he was surrounded by horrors in his life, and
the greatest of horrors is death, for it ends the happiness of the wicked in this world and they have no
hope in the next world. They dwell in his tent who are none of his = meaning his possessions will be
inherited by others, so he does not deserve what he unjustly took from the innocent. Brimstone is
scattered on his dwelling = If no one takes it, God will burn him with fire as He burned Sodom. Here is a
painful reference that Bildad hurt Job's heart by referring to what happened to Job when his possessions
were burned by fire.

His roots are dried out below, And his branch withers above = meaning everything he owns will be
destroyed. The house of the wicked here is likened to a tree with roots (his possessions/health/trust)
and branches (his children/grandchildren/in-law). All that the wicked own will vanish. Even The memory
of him perishes from the earth, And he has no name among the renowned = When he dies, and his
entire family dies, no one will remember him, meaning that people in their ordinary lives will completely
forget him. He is driven from light into darkness = Light, in people's minds, symbolizes success,
prosperity, and fame, while darkness symbolizes destruction and, ultimately, death.

Nor any remaining in his dwellings = The messengers of death cast him out of the world. He has neither
son nor posterity among his people = A terrifying sign of the destruction of Job's children (Is this a word
of comfort). Nor any remaining = His entire family will perish. Those in the west are astonished at his
day, As those in the east are frightened = Everyone will be completely astonished by what happened to
him.
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Chapter 19

Here we find Job's speech against Bildad, in which he, as usual, complains of their mistreatment, then
describes his bitter condition. However, in this chapter, we find Job's transformation from the most
terrible feeling of abandonment and rejection to the greatest words expressing faith, in which there is
the idea of a divine lawyer who undertakes to defend his case and hears his verdict of innocence. What
is comforting and joyful is the triumph of faith in the end.

(Verses 1-7): Then Job answered and said: 2 "How long will you torment my soul, And break me in
pieces with words? 3 These ten times you have reproached me; You are not ashamed that you have
wronged me. 4 And if indeed | have erred, My error remains with me. 5 If indeed you exalt yourselves
against me, And plead my disgrace against me, 6 Know then that God has wronged me, And has
surrounded me with His net. 7 "If | cry out concerning wrong, | am not heard. If | cry aloud, there is no
justice.

How long will you torment my soul = By accusing him of being evil, they deprived him of the small
comfort he had instead of offering him comfort. you have reproached me = You have taunted me and
called me evil names.

And his saying "ten times" = means repeatedly, many times. you have wronged me = They were
ashamed of him when he was in his misfortune and made themselves strangers to him. And if indeed |
have erred, My error remains with me = Let us assume that | have sinned through ignorance or | have
actually sinned (he feels that he did not sin). It is ignorant for a person to think that he is infallible. The
consequences of my sins fall upon me, and it is none of your business. Do not increase my pain with
your taunts. If indeed you exalt yourselves against me, And plead my disgrace against me = To appear
superior to me and prove the truth of your words and that you are the victors in the discussion, you
want to insist that what happened to me was due to my sin, thus pinning my shame on me. Is this an
acceptable course of action for someone suffering like me? You should know why | scream. | am in pain
from the pain that God has inflicted upon me. God is the One who did this to me. Know then that God
has wronged me, And has surrounded me with His net = No matter how much | scream, God does not
respond. | have reached a state of no hope in God's forgiveness.

(Verses 8-22): He has fenced up my way, so that | cannot pass; And He has set darkness in my paths. 9
He has stripped me of my glory, And taken the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me down on every
side, And | am gone; My hope He has uprooted like a tree. 11 He has also kindled His wrath against
me, And He counts me as one of His enemies. 12 His troops come together And build up their road
against me; They encamp all around my tent. 13 "He has removed my brothers far from me, And my
acquaintances are completely estranged from me. 14 My relatives have failed, And my close friends
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have forgotten me. 15 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a stranger; |
am an alien in their sight. 16 | call my servant, but he gives no answer; | beg him with my mouth. 17
My breath is offensive to my wife, And | am repulsive to the children of my own body. 18 Even young
children despise me; | arise, and they speak against me. 19 All my close friends abhor me, And those
whom | love have turned against me. 20 My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, And | have
escaped by the skin of my teeth. 21 "Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, For the
hand of God has struck me! 22 Why do you persecute me as God does, And are not satisfied with my
flesh?

Job repeated his complaint, hoping they would pity him. He complained about the signs of God's wrath,
saying, He has also kindled His wrath against me = And what is the fire of hell but the wrath of God?
And He counts me as one of His enemies = Even though God considered him perfect and boasted about
him as one of His beloved ones. We often doubt God's love, while God's heart is full of love for us, and
all His plans are for our benefit without us knowing. He felt God's hostility toward him, saying, He has
fenced up my way, so that | cannot pass = meaning | have no way to escape, as God prevents any
escape from him.

He has stripped me of my glory = My wealth, and power... Even my sons He killed, the crown from my
head. He complained that he was completely shattered with no hope of recovery = My hope He has
uprooted like a tree = As if the tree had been uprooted so that it would never grow again. His troops
come together = He considered the Sabaeans... etc. to be messengers from God. He complained about
the cruelty of his relatives and all his former acquaintances = He has removed my brothers far from me
= They turned away because they despised me because of my wounds. My relatives have failed = While
Job expected them to stand by him in his distress, he found them deserted him. All my close friends
abhor me = Because of my condition and wounds. Even his servants no longer respected or obeyed him
= Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a stranger = They treated him like
a stranger and refused to respond to him. Rather, they treated him harshly = | call my servant, but he
gives no answer; | beg him with my mouth. Even his wife was disgusted by the smell of his breath = My
breath is offensive to my wife, And | am repulsive to the children of my own body = | have become
something repulsive to my sons. His sons might be his grandchildren or the children of his slaves who
were born in his house because all his children died. He complained about the dissolution of his body =
My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, And | have escaped by the skin of my teeth = It is a
common proverb, as teeth do not have skin. So the meaning is that he escaped, but he escaped with his
life only after he lost everything. He asks them to have mercy on him and not condemn him, as God's
judgment is sufficient for him = Why do you persecute me as God does = That is, why do you make
yourselves like God the judge? And are not satisfied with my flesh? = Eating someone's flesh is an
expression meaning gossip because the gossiper destroys his opponent's reputation like a beast that
preys on his flesh.

(Verses 23-29): "Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! 24 That they
were engraved on a rock With an iron pen and lead, forever! 25 For | know that my Redeemer lives,
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And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this | know, That in my flesh
| shall see God, 27 Whom | shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my
heart yearns within me! 28 If you should say, 'How shall we persecute him?'— Since the root of the
matter is found in me, 29 Be afraid of the sword for yourselves; For wrath brings the punishment of
the sword, That you may know there is a judgment."

Here we find Job like a harp into which the Holy Spirit blows, making it play. Perhaps Job did not
understand everything he said, but he was comforted and prophesied. Perhaps all he understood was
that God would vindicate him before his friends. Here, Job shared in the cross, and whoever shares with
Christ in enduring pain and the cross, has his eyes opened to the mysteries and glories of heaven. In
these words, we find words about Christ and heaven. Here, we find Job driven by the Holy Spirit, who
enlightened his insight and put words in his mouth that amazed him. After these words, Job's tone of
emotion calmed down considerably, for the Holy Spirit who worked within him to enable him to utter
this prophecy is the Spirit of Comfort. Indeed, he complained of his pain afterward, but his tone calmed
down, and the storm of anger subsided. The Holy Spirit alone can give such comfort to the suffering.

What Job saw here was a certain vision he wanted to record for future generations = Oh, that my words
were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book = God fulfilled that for him and wrote his words in
the Holy Bible to be preserved for generations. The meaning of Job's words here is that | have said many
meaningless words, but what | will say now is serious words. | wish they would find their way to be
recorded for everyone. That they were engraved on a rock = The method of writing on rock at the time
of Job was to engrave the writing on the rock with an iron pen, then molten lead was poured in the
place of the engraving so that the words would be preserved for a long time. For | know that my
Redeemer lives = My Redeemer means my Saviour; this is a heavenly illumination for Job amid his
sorrows. Job had previously depicted God as an adversary, but now he sees Christ as his living
Redeemer, who, even if Job dies, this Redeemer will testify for him, justify him, and testify to his
righteousness. The Redeemer had the right to exact retribution from the offender, and the offender
here is Satan, whom our Redeemer Christ defeated to save us from his hand. A redeemer, according to
the Law of Moses, is the one who has the right to redeem what his brother sold or pledged (Leviticus 25:
25). Our heavenly inheritance was sold because of sin, and we are completely powerless to redeem it.
Christ is our Redeemer Who can redeem. He paid the debt on our behalf and fulfilled God's justice for
sin. He redeemed the pledge and settled the inheritance. Job saw that his Redeemer was alive and
would not die, even if he died; if Job died, his living Redeemer would be able to settle the matter. Even if
his friends abandoned him, forsaken him, and falsely accused him, God would take him by the hand and
support him. Is there anything more comforting to Job than this excellent vision? That there is a
Redeemer prepared for fallen man, and He is Jesus Christ, Who, even if all his loved ones abandoned
Job, He would redeem him.

And He shall stand at last on the earth = The term "last" means either the last day or at a later time.
Later, we understand from the Apostle Paul that Christ came incarnate on earth in the fullness of time
(Galatians 4: 4, 5).
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In the Old Testament, the time of Christ's appearance was called "the last day." Christ came, became
incarnate, died, and rose on earth to pay off the debt we owe.

The term "last" also refers to Christ, for He is the First and the Last (Revelation 1: 11). Thus, the meaning
of the verse, "And He shall stand at last on the earth" is that Christ will become incarnate and descend
to us on earth to fulfill our redemption.

Amazingly, Job prophesied with such clarity about the incarnation of Christ. This is the fellowship of the
cross that enabled him to be led by the Holy Spirit to prophesy (2 Peter 1: 21).

And after my skin is destroyed, this | know, That in my flesh | shall see God = my skin is destroyed,
meaning it will disappear, indicating death. And after my skin is destroyed, this | know, that in my flesh |
shall not see God.

my flesh = Here, it refers to the glorified resurrection body in which we see God.

The English translation (THE JERUSALEM BIBLE) is more clear: "AFTER MY AWAKENING, HE WILL SET ME
CLOSE TO HIM, AND FROM MY FLESH | SHALL LOOK ON GOD."

The first English translation (NKJV) is more accurate and agrees with the following verse: "Whom | shall
see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another." The fact that he will see God with his own
eyes refers to the glorified body in which he will rise from the dead and see the Lord. The second English
translation clarifies that the body in which we see the Lord is the post-resurrection body.

This is what Christ did through his redemption and resurrection: He gave us the possibility of seeing God
after we die. Christ reconciled us with the Heavenly Father. We note that Job here was subject to the
work of the Holy Spirit. The idea of resurrection in this way was unclear; rather, he had previously
questioned, "Will the dead live again?" The glorified body we will have after the resurrection will be able
to see God. In this body, we cannot see Him. "No one can see me and stay alive." Perhaps in his vision,
Job saw something he expressed by saying, "Whom | shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold,
and not another." = He saw his Redeemer and saw what He would do and understood that what he saw
was certain. He saw it himself, and no one told him about it. So he rejoiced and was glad. This is like
what Jesus said about Abraham, "Your father Abraham was very happy that he would see my day. He
saw that day and was glad." (John 8: 56). When Job realized this joy in Christ's redemption, he said,
"How my heart yearns within me!" = That is, after | saw what | saw, all my feelings within me became
directed toward the day this Redeemer comes.

After what he saw, he warned his friends to calm down their attacks on him and taught them what to
say now.. '"How shall we persecute him? = and attack him, grieve him, and irritate him with our
criticisms? This is because Job was certain that God would vindicate him before his friends, and they
would later discover Job's truthfulness = Since the root of the matter is found in me = perhaps referring
to his vision that he saw as true, and now he has a clear vision.

Be afraid of the sword for yourselves = Meaning the sword of God's justice. For wrath brings the
punishment of the sword = meaning their anger and evil words against Job are among the sins that
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deserve the punishment of the sword, meaning God's wrath. So they should fear and stop their injustice
to Job because the sword will come if they do not stop their accusations.
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Chapter 20

We expected Job's friends to stop after his wonderful confession, but Zophar took his turn attacking
him.

(Verses 1-9): Then Zophar the Naamathite answered and said: 2 "Therefore my anxious thoughts make
me answer, Because of the turmoil within me. 3 | have heard the rebuke that reproaches me, And the
spirit of my understanding causes me to answer. 4 "Do you not know this of old, Since man was
placed on earth, 5 That the triumphing of the wicked is short, And the joy of the hypocrite is but for a
moment? 6 Though his haughtiness mounts up to the heavens, And his head reaches to the clouds, 7
Yet he will perish forever like his own refuse; Those who have seen him will say, 'Where is he?' 8 He
will fly away like a dream, and not be found; Yes, he will be chased away like a vision of the night. 9
The eye that saw him will see him no more, Nor will his place behold him anymore.

Therefore my anxious thoughts make me answer = anxious thoughts are the thoughts that revolve in
the mind, for he was not even affected by Job's complaint of his pain but rather turned violently against
him, as if he had been unsure of Job's evil, but now his thoughts have been confirmed; indeed, he is
agitated by what he has discovered of Job's evil = Because of the turmoil within me. What is the cause
of this agitation? Job has greatly angered him. | have heard the rebuke that reproaches me, as if he was
enraged that Job rebuked them. Does a wicked person like him have the right to rebuke honourable
people like them?

And the spirit of my understanding causes me to answer = The spirit that guides him to the answer
stems from his wisdom, understanding, and intelligence. Then, the friend Zophar explained what he and
his friends had said before, namely the theory of the destruction of the wicked. Do you not know this of
old = Is it possible to ignore such a clear fact? That the triumphing of the wicked is short = That is, for a
short time, and will soon pass away. That is, their joy is for a short time. Though his haughtiness mounts
up to the heavens = No matter how high the success of the wicked is, it will pass away. Yet he will
perish forever like his own refuse = refuse is the excrement of animals, and they use it to light ovens. It
burns quickly, meaning that his destruction will be very great and his ruin will be very fast = He will fly
away like a dream, and not be found. Yes, he will be chased away like a vision of the night = after
waking up, it is difficult to remember the details of most of our dreams. Thus, the wicked no longer
remember his prosperity and his ruin will be complete. The eye that saw him will see him no more =
and his prosperity will never return again, as his ruin will be final. Nor will his place behold him
anymore = he has gone permanently from its place.

(Verses 10-22): His children will seek the favor of the poor, And his hands will restore his wealth. 11
His bones are full of his youthful vigor, But it will lie down with him in the dust. 12 "Though evil is
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sweet in his mouth, And he hides it under his tongue, 13 Though he spares it and does not forsake it,
But still keeps it in his mouth, 14 Yet his food in his stomach turns sour; It becomes cobra venom
within him. 15 He swallows down riches And vomits them up again; God casts them out of his belly.
16 He will suck the poison of cobras; The viper's tongue will slay him. 17 He will not see the streams,
The rivers flowing with honey and cream. 18 He will restore that for which he labored, And will not
swallow it down; From the proceeds of business He will get no enjoyment. 19 For he has oppressed
and forsaken the poor, He has violently seized a house which he did not build. 20 "Because he knows
no quietness in his heart, He will not save anything he desires. 21 Nothing is left for him to eat;
Therefore his well-being will not last. 22 In his self-sufficiency he will be in distress; Every hand of
misery will come against him.

His children will seek the favor of the poor, And his hands will restore his wealth = After his ruin or
brokenness, he fears the poor whom he wronged, so he sends his sons to appease them. Rather, he
restores what he usurped from them with his hands. God is just, and if the wicked dies rich, his sons
squander his wealth, and one way or another, God restores it to the poor he oppressed. His bones are
full of his youthful vigor, But it will lie down with him in the dust = That is, although his bones are still
strong and full of vitality, because of God's wrath upon him, he dies young, and with him his vitality. And
what is the reason? Though evil is sweet in his mouth = that is, his conscience does not reproach him
for his evil deeds, but evil has a sweet taste in his mouth. This statement applies to other sins, such as
adultery, cheating, and theft. But still keeps it in his mouth = If he gets it, he does not desire anything
else. For example, he does not want to replace it with spiritual things, as he does not savor them [like
someone who ate food that he enjoys and does not want to eat other food to not lose the taste of the
food he loves]. In the same concept, And he hides it under his tongue. The reason is that he spares it,
meaning he kept it and held it. And what is the result of the evil hidden inside him? Yet his food in his
stomach turns sour; It becomes cobra venom within him = What he was hiding inside from what he
usurped as a delicious morsel turns into bitterness, terror, and rage inside him. He swallows down
riches And vomits them up again; God casts them out of his belly = What he took unjustly, God will
surely make him return, and He will take it from him, and He will return it with pain, and not by choice,
like someone who vomits. He will suck the poison of cobras = The oppressor and the thief think that
what he collects through unlawful means will increase his wealth, but unfortunately, he does not know
that whoever embraces a sin is embracing a fire. And whoever takes money unjustly is as if he is suckling
the venom of snakes. Will the snake leave him? It will turn on him = The viper's tongue will slay him.
And all his hopes of increasing his wealth, which he vainly desired, will shame him.

He will not see the streams = He dreamed of having as much wealth as streams, but he has nothing left.
He will restore that for which he labored = He is tired of plotting to get what he got, but here he is,
returning it all. And will not swallow it down = He can hardly be satisfied with it. It is as if it is in his
mouth, enjoying it = still keeps it in his mouth, but he cannot swallow it, for God does not accept that
he benefits from what he unjustly usurped or enjoys what he got evilly. He must vomit it out and return
it, and not benefit from it = From the proceeds of business He will get no enjoyment = As if the money
was with him as a trust that he must return. As if he had taken the money to return it. Because he
knows no quietness in his heart = He does not know anything called peace of mind and contentment.
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He will not save anything he desires = Everything will go away from him. He does not save anything
from it = Nothing is left for him to eat = Nothing remains of his wealth that he always enjoyed. In his
self-sufficiency he will be in distress = He feels distressed and worried despite the abundance of his
money. Notice the state he will reach = Every hand of misery will come against him= See (Isaiah 33: 1 +
Genesis 16: 12).

(Verses 23-29): When he is about to fill his stomach, God will cast on him the fury of His wrath, And
will rain it on him while he is eating. 24 He will flee from the iron weapon; A bronze bow will pierce
him through. 25 It is drawn, and comes out of the body; Yes, the glittering point comes out of his gall.
Terrors come upon him; 26 Total darkness is reserved for his treasures. An unfanned fire will consume
him; It shall go ill with him who is left in his tent. 27 The heavens will reveal his iniquity, And the earth
will rise up against him. 28 The increase of his house will depart, And his goods will flow away in the
day of His wrath. 29 This is the portion from God for a wicked man, The heritage appointed to him by
God."

Zophar had previously explained the evil days that the sinner will face, and here he explains that God
will finally destroy him completely. God will cast on him the fury of His wrath = and who can withstand
God's wrath? And will rain it on him = as he rained fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah. while
he is eating = Zophar's idea, which he had explained before, is that God will not let the wicked swallow
what he has taken to be satisfied and at ease, but when he begins to swallow, God will rain down
plagues of his fury on him [here Zophar may have been referring to the blows that Job's sons suffered
while they were eating (Job 1: 18)]. The destruction of the wicked is inevitable, and God has various
weapons; if he flees from one (the iron weapon), he will be destroyed by the other (A bronze bow), so
there is no possibility of escape. The destruction will be final and complete. It is drawn, and comes out
of the body = the bow of God does not err, but he dies in terror = Terrors come upon him. His saying, It
is drawn, and comes out of the body = he has drawn the arrow not to heal its effects but to tear his
entrails = Yes, the glittering point comes out of his gall = the glittering is the point of the shining arrow.
Total darkness is reserved for his treasures = darkness is a metaphor for every evil that befalls the
evildoer. This evil is lurking, lying in wait for his treasures, that is, what he owns, and suddenly a fire
consumes him, a fire (that was hidden) = An unfanned fire will consume him = that is, there is no
convincing human explanation for the source of this fire, it is from God. unfanned = whoever lights a
lump of coal must blow on it for it to ignite, but here he finds a fire igniting without anyone blowing on
it, so it is a fire of an unknown source.

It shall go ill with him who is left in his tent = This fire will consume what is left in the tent of the
wicked. His destruction will be evident in the wrath of the heavens against him = The heavens will
reveal his iniquity. And everyone will see that he has been justly repaid according to what he deserved.
And the earth will rise up against him = God will use His servants who are on earth to strike him, just as
He used Babylon to discipline Jerusalem. Now, the heavens and the earth will not accept him, so hell will
be his portion. Zophar's words are wonderful, but their application to the righteous Job is hideous. The
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increase of his house will depart = his wealth and his children. And his goods will flow away in the day
of His wrath = his wealth will vanish on the day of God's wrath against him.
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Chapter 21

Here, we find Job's response to Zophar, in which Job insists on his statement that God allows suffering
for the righteous.

(Verses 1-6): Then Job answered and said: 2 "Listen carefully to my speech, And let this be your
consolation. 3 Bear with me that | may speak, And after | have spoken, keep mocking. 4 "As for me, is
my complaint against man? And if it were, why should | not be impatient? 5 Look at me and be
astonished; Put your hand over your mouth. 6 Even when | remember | am terrified, And trembling
takes hold of my flesh.

Listen carefully to my speech, And let this be your consolation = | have lost hope of hearing a word of
comfort from you. What comforts me now is that you only listen to what | want to explain in my own
defence.

is my complaint against man? = | am not complaining that the Sabaeans or the Chaldeans attacked me.
Rather, | feel | am in God's hands; everything that happened was by His permission. My complaint is:
Why did God allow this? Why was He angry with me? And if it were, why should | not be impatient? =
My patience is running out. The meaning is that if my complaint was about a human being, | would not
have lost my patience and calm because then | would have had hope that God would do me justice. But
the real cause of my pain is that | feel abandoned by God and He is displeased with me. And if God
rejects me, to whom can | turn? This is the cause of my distress. Look at me and be astonished = Look at
the state | have reached and marvel at how this happened. Indeed, you will see the cause of my distress.
Even when | remember | am terrified = When | remember that terrifying day on which | lost everything.
And trembling takes hold of my flesh = My flesh, that is, my body.

(Verses 7-16): Why do the wicked live and become old, Yes, become mighty in power? 8 Their
descendants are established with them in their sight, And their offspring before their eyes. 9 Their
houses are safe from fear, Neither is the rod of God upon them. 10 Their bull breeds without failure;
Their cow calves without miscarriage. 11 They send forth their little ones like a flock, And their
children dance. 12 They sing to the tambourine and harp, And rejoice to the sound of the flute. 13
They spend their days in wealth, And in a moment go down to the grave. 14 Yet they say to God,
'Depart from us, For we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we
should serve Him? And what profit do we have if we pray to Him?' 16 Indeed their prosperity is not in
their hand; The counsel of the wicked is far from me.

Job agrees that God hates and punishes the wicked, but he wonders why the path of the wicked
sometimes succeeds. This question has been asked by God's saints throughout the ages (Psalm 73: 3-12
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+ Jeremiah 12: 1, 2). However, we cannot comprehend God's wisdom with our limited minds now. Why
do the wicked live and become old = He saw before him the image of his children who died young,
while there are wicked people who live to an advanced age and are honoured for their longevity. They
even attain high positions and thus gain power = Yes, become mighty in power.

And God sometimes allows the wicked to prosper, not because He has turned a blind eye to them, but
because the measure of their iniquities has not yet been filled. And God gives every sinner time to
repent, and if he does not repent, the plagues will come upon him (Revelation 2: 21-23). He is long-
suffering toward the sinner, that he may repent (Romans 2: 4-6). And God may reserve the plagues for
the wicked until the last day (Romans 2:4-11). But the destruction of the wicked who persists in his
wickedness and does not repent is certain (Psalm 73: 17-20). But to everything, there is a season.

Job sees that the wicked are at peace, and Their descendants are established with them in their sight,
And their offspring before their eyes. But his own children are dead. They are rich, and their
possessions are increasing, and Their bull breeds without failure. They are joyful, They send forth their
little ones like a flock = meaning they are playing and rejoicing in great numbers. Their children joyfully
leap around them as sheep leap around their shepherd in the pasture. They spend their days in wealth
= their success is permanent and continuous. And in a moment go down to the grave = meaning they
die suddenly, without disease or pain. Job considers dying in a moment is an advantage and a blessing,
for they do not suffer as he does excruciating pain. In Job's view, even the death of the wicked is amid
their joy. Despite all their wealth, they become increasingly impudent and distant from God = Yet they
say to God, 'Depart from us = The desire of the wicked is for God to disappear from his life, as he does
not want anyone to remind him of his evil and rebuke him. Or the wicked imagines that God does not
exist, as the atheists have done these days, denying the existence of God. In their wealth, they imagine
they do not need God. For we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways = The wicked who rejoices in
his sin never responds to any call to repent and return to God. They speak contemptuously of God =
Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? = As if He is someone who has nothing to do with
them and they have nothing to do with Him, so why do they worship Him? This is the logic of many even
today. .. Why are we religious? Do we want to live like other people?! They do not see any material
benefit that will come to them from religion = And what profit do we have if we pray to Him? = They
only think of material gain. Then Job declares his disagreement with their opinions so that his friends do
not imagine that he approves of their evils. He says, Indeed their prosperity is not in their hand = They
are fools who imagine that the source of their goodness and strength is their own. They are the source
of their wealth, not God (Deuteronomy 8: 17). And to emphasize his rejection of the principles of the
wicked, he said, The counsel of the wicked is far from me, for no matter how successful they are, | do
not want it. | do not want to be like them if success is only brought by evil." This verse is similar to our
saying now, "God is rich."

(Verses 17-26): "How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? How often does their destruction come
upon them, The sorrows God distributes in His anger? 18 They are like straw before the wind, And like
chaff that a storm carries away. 19 They say, 'God lays up one's iniquity for his children'; Let Him
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recompense him, that he may know it. 20 Let his eyes see his destruction, And let him drink of the
wrath of the Almighty. 21 For what does he care about his household after him, When the number of
his months is cut in half? 22 "Can anyone teach God knowledge, Since He judges those on high? 23
One dies in his full strength, Being wholly at ease and secure; 24 His pails are full of milk, And the
marrow of his bones is moist. 25 Another man dies in the bitterness of his soul, Never having eaten
with pleasure. 26 They lie down alike in the dust, And worms cover them.

How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? = Here, Job denounces and questions the principles of his
friends who asserted that the lamp of the wicked must be put out. Here, he asks them, "How many
times have you seen this..." He speaks while before his eyes, the Sabaeans and Chaldeans rejoice in what
they have usurped. How many times have you seen = How often does their destruction come upon
them = that is, they are ruined? How many times have you seen The sorrows God distributes in His
anger. How many times have you seen these wicked people be like straw before the wind, And like
chaff that a storm carries away = (The chaff is dry and light, and when the storm rises, it blows it away).
Here, it is as if Job wants to say to them... There is a difference, my friends, between theoretical
information and practical experience. Theoretically, the wicked perish because, in their sins, they anger
the righteous and holy God, who does not tolerate their evils. But practically, we do not see this. How
many times have you seen the perdition of a wicked person? As you said my friends God lays up one's
iniquity for his children' = that is, God visits the iniquity of the fathers in the children. Rather, He sees
God's punishment against him Himself = Let Him recompense him, that he may know it = that is, He
knows that God punishes him for his evils. Let his eyes see his destruction, And let him drink of the
wrath of the Almighty = In your opinion, my friends, the wicked must see God's destruction descend
upon his head and must drink from the cup of God's wrath (drink of the wrath). In your opinion, the
wicked's days will be short = When the number of his months is cut in half. After that, he will suddenly
die and no longer see the pleasures of his home = For what does he care about his household after
him. My friends, all this is theoretical information. Have you verified this?!

Can anyone teach God knowledge, Since He judges those on high? = You, my friends, formulate
theories as if you know how God acts. Are you imposing on God to act according to the perfection you
see? My friends, you must accept reality, know that God's wisdom surpasses yours, and submit that
every action of God is right and proper, even if it differs from your theoretical knowledge. It is not piety
to teach God how to judge people. When we see a wicked person, God must immediately punish him.
We should not impose our principles on God or the way by which He judges the arrogant and the wicked
= Since He judges those on high? And know, my friends, that God is free to make the wicked dies in his
full strength = that is, while he is in good health and his wealth is abundant His pails are full of milk =
that is, his goods are abundant, And the marrow of his bones is moist = that is, while he is in the best of
health. God is also free to make the righteous dies in the bitterness. In this statement of Job, he is
referring to himself. But my friends, both, whether the righteous who suffered or the wicked who lived
in luxury, are one in the dust. One no longer remembers his bitterness, and the other no longer
remembers his luxury, and both are preparing for God's final judgment.
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(Verses 27-34): "Look, | know your thoughts, And the schemes with which you would wrong me. 28
For you say, '"Where is the house of the prince? And where is the tent, The dwelling place of the
wicked?' 29 Have you not asked those who travel the road? And do you not know their signs? 30 For
the wicked are reserved for the day of doom; They shall be brought out on the day of wrath. 31 Who
condemns his way to his face? And who repays him for what he has done? 32 Yet he shall be brought
to the grave, And a vigil kept over the tomb. 33 The clods of the valley shall be sweet to him; Everyone
shall follow him, As countless have gone before him. 34 How then can you comfort me with empty
words, Since falsehood remains in your answers?"

Look, | know your thoughts = When he saw that they still clung to the idea that the wicked as Job
should perish, and he knew that they disagreed with what he said and that they were determined to
judge him wicked = And the schemes with which you would wrong me. Because you say, "'Where is the
house of the prince?" = meaning, "Where is the house of the wicked, the oppressor Job?" Or "Where
are the houses of his children?". And where is the tent, The dwelling place of the wicked?' Have you
not asked those who travel the road? = meaning my opinions are known and supported by everyone,
even passers-by; every neutral person supports me. Job, in his confidence in the justice of his cause, was
ready to accept the judgment of any passer-by as a neutral person. And do you not know their signs? =
but in your stubbornness and to prove my evil, you will not notice that the observations of all people
agree with what | say. Then Job confirms the idea of the destruction of the wicked, but that is reserved
for the last day, the Day of Judgment, or the day that God determines according to what God sees and
not as man determines. They imagine that the destruction of the wicked must come suddenly = For the
wicked are reserved for the day of doom. That is, the wicked continue to prosper for a long time until
the day that God has determined for his destruction comes. But during his prosperity, people fear him
and are afraid to reveal his evil to him = Who condemns his way to his face? That is, during his life, he is
confident, for he is a mighty tyrant. Even in his death, everyone walks in his funeral procession; indeed,
his funeral procession is lavish, and his grave is in splendour = Yet he shall be brought to the grave, And
a vigil kept over the tomb = they stay awake to guard his grave so that thieves do not steal the treasures
buried with him. Indeed, they take care of the flowers and sweet basil in the clay in which he is buried,
so its scent is sweet = The clods of the valley shall be sweet to him. Notice that during his funeral,
Everyone shall follow him. Or that the person in question has already died before millions of people and
millions will die after him, for death is the path of everyone. How then can you comfort me with empty
words = Everything you said about the necessity of the destruction of the wicked is empty talk. Since
falsehood remains in your answers? = meaning in proving my evil is a betrayal of friendship and an
assault on God, for you want to impose your false theories on God.
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Both groups, Job and his friends, have very sound theoretical views. However,
the problem or error of both is in their application. Some of the reasons for this
are:

1. God's wisdom transcends imagination (Romans 11: 33-35).

2. God's long-suffering toward the sinner. If God were to destroy the sinner
immediately, the church would have lost the Apostle Paul.

3. Only God knows people's secrets.
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Chapter 22

Here, we see Eliphaz third attack on Job, in which he accuses him of injustice, robbery, and plunder.

(Verses 1-4): Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said: 2 "Can a man be profitable to God,
Though he who is wise may be profitable to himself? 3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you are
righteous? Or is it gain to Him that you make your ways blameless? 4 "Is it because of your fear of Him
that He corrects you, And enters into judgment with you?

Can a man be profitable to God = Man's piety does not benefit God, but rather profitable to himself.
The wise = The wise is the one who fears God. This will not benefit God in anything, but rather he will
benefit himself. This is what we say in the Gregorian Mass: "You had no need of my servitude. Rather, it
was me who was in need of Your lordship." 3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you are righteous?
= God's holiness will not increase if we are sanctified, and He will not benefit from that. Also, our sins
will not harm God. But God set the law for the benefit and happiness of man. Is it because of your fear
of Him that He corrects you = Absolutely not! God only rebukes evils, not piety. So, Job, all your misery
is caused by God rebuking you for your evils.

(Verses 5-11): Is not your wickedness great, And your iniquity without end? 6 For you have taken
pledges from your brother for no reason, And stripped the naked of their clothing. 7 You have not
given the weary water to drink, And you have withheld bread from the hungry. 8 But the mighty man
possessed the land, And the honorable man dwelt in it. 9 You have sent widows away empty, And the
strength of the fatherless was crushed. 10 Therefore snares are all around you, And sudden fear
troubles you, 11 Or darkness so that you cannot see; And an abundance of water covers you.

Here, Eliphaz accuses Job of robbery and plunder. It is strange that Eliphaz would accuse Job of all these
charges. If Job was so wicked, why did they come to comfort him? And how could Job ask them to show
him one fault of his? The point is that Eliphaz imagines that God could not have punished Job so severely
unless Job was extremely evil. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had previously accused Job of being wicked,
but Eliphaz went further here by specifying these evils and providing details, whereas no one else had
mentioned them before. In this, Eliphaz committed a great sin against Job, no less than the sin of the
Sabeans and the Chaldeans, for he had no single piece of evidence to support what he said. He said
about him that he was harsh with the poor = For you have taken pledges from your brother for no
reason = that is, you took your brother who borrowed from you and could not pay the debt, so you put
him in prison, or you took him as your slave. And that he showed favouritism to the rich = But the
mighty man possessed the land = Job did not ask about his right to the land, but as long as he was
mmighty, the land belongs to him. So he acquitted the strong person and treated him well, just because
he was strong. And the strength of the fatherless was crushed = your cruelty to the orphans was such
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that you made them helpless and unable to help themselves. Therefore snares are all around you = The
Divine providence exacting retribution from the wicked like you. And sudden fear troubles you = there
is no sin worse than lack of mercy, and the one who commits it loses his peace completely. This sinner
loses his insight and stumbles in his decisions = Or darkness so that you cannot see; And an abundance
of water covers you = as if you were about to drown and suffocate.

(Verses 12-14): "Is not God in the height of heaven? And see the highest stars, how lofty they are! 13
And you say, 'What does God know? Can He judge through the deep darkness? 14 Thick clouds cover
Him, so that He cannot see, And He walks above the circle of heaven.'

Here, he accuses him of atheism, which he believes led to his corruption. Is not God in the height of
heaven? And see the highest stars, how lofty they are = When we look at the planets, we find them
very high, and God is higher than the highest of them. This was a motive for you, Job, to humble yourself
before God, but you imagined that God's loftiness makes Him unable to see the injustice occurring on
earth, so you said 'What does God know? Can He judge through the deep darkness? = Does God see
from behind the clouds and from this vast distance? Perhaps Eliphaz thought that Job meant this when
he said that God does not reward the wicked, meaning that He does not see their evil, so Job persisted
in his evil because God does not see. And He walks above the circle of heaven = He is in the height of
His glory, enjoying His glory and perfections, and does not tire Himself with us. This is an atheistic
thought, and it is unfair for Eliphaz to attribute it to Job, as we do not find any atheistic thoughts in
anything Job says.

(Verses 15-20): Will you keep to the old way Which wicked men have trod, 16 Who were cut down
before their time, Whose foundations were swept away by a flood? 17 They said to God, 'Depart from
us! What can the Almighty do to them?' 18 Yet He filled their houses with good things; But the
counsel of the wicked is far from me. 19 "The righteous see it and are glad, And the innocent laugh at
them: 20 'Surely our adversaries are cut down, And the fire consumes their remnant.'

Will you keep to the old way = Are you walking in your evil way, Job? On the path Adam took, the path
of the fall that brought misery to humanity, or the path of the wicked who perished in the days of Noah?
Sin is as old as humanity, and the destruction of its people is well-known.

Which wicked men have trod = The path you are walking, Job, has been trodden by men of iniquity
before, i.e., walked by all the ancient wicked and perished. Who were cut down before their time =i.e.,
died before their time. Whose foundations were swept away by a flood? = referring to the flood. Their
foundations was the land upon which they built all their dreams and hopes. This refers to the overthrow
of Sodom and Gomorrah under the waters of the Dead Sea, which submerged their cities, upon which
they had established their residence and thought would be permanent. They said to God, ‘Depart from
us! = They silenced their conscience, defied God, and abandoned religion. What can the Almighty do to
them? What will He do to them except cut them off? This is the opinion of Job's companions that the
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sinner must be cut off and struck, as happened to Job. Yet He filled their houses with good things =
their sin was compounded by the fact that God provided them with many good things (this is what
happened to Sodom). But the counsel of the wicked is far from me = Job had said this previously,
meaning | do not want their path, even if it brings me well, for its end will be ruin. The righteous see it
and are glad in the destruction of the wicked because, in this way, God is glorified, His word is fulfilled,
and the power of the oppressors is shattered.

And the innocent laugh at them = When the righteous see the end of the wicked, they discover the
foolishness of their ways and the absurdity of their principles. 'Surely our adversaries are cut down,
And the fire consumes their remnant = Fire consumed Sodom and Gomorrah. However, the verse also
applies in general to the destruction of the wicked and the joy of the righteous at this.

(Verses 21-30): "Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; Thereby good will come to you. 22
Receive, please, instruction from His mouth, And lay up His words in your heart. 23 If you return to
the Almighty, you will be built up; You will remove iniquity far from your tents. 24 Then you will lay
your gold in the dust, And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks. 25 Yes, the Almighty will
be your gold And your precious silver; 26 For then you will have your delight in the Almighty, And lift
up your face to God. 27 You will make your prayer to Him, He will hear you, And you will pay your
vows. 28 You will also declare a thing, And it will be established for you; So light will shine on your
ways. 29 When they cast you down, and you say, 'Exaltation will come!' Then He will save the humble
person. 30 He will even deliver one who is not innocent; Yes, he will be delivered by the purity of your
hands."

Here, we find Eliphaz's kind advice to Job, in which he calls him to repent.

Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace = draw close to Him and make peace with Him (Jesuit
Translation. Get to know Him and be at peace. And surely, whoever draws close to God will be at peace
(with God, with themselves, with people, and with all creation). You, Job, complain that God has
become your enemy. Draw close to Him, and He will draw close to you, instead of you continuing to
insist on clashing with Him (and these are wonderful words). Receive, please, instruction from His
mouth = In Job's time, there was no written divine word. Moses wrote the first divine book. However,
before Moses, there was a revelation of God's will that required human acceptance. This illustrates the
concept of tradition that our Orthodox Church adheres to. And lay up His words in your heart = It is not
enough for us to be intellectually convinced of God's word; it enters deep within us, and we live by it. If
you return to the Almighty, you will be built up = you will return to your former state. Verses (24-26)
mean if you throw away the gold that you obtained unjustly from the poor, and distribute it to the poor
whom you wronged, and abandon your clinging to and relying on the wealth that you obtained through
your evil ways, and consider this wealth as nothing; then you will rejoice and take delight in God. You
have previously protected yourself with your wealth, and now | call upon you to seek protection in the
Almighty, and you will find peace.
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Yes, the Almighty will be your gold = Meaning the unbeaten gold, i.e., the crumbs of gold before being
cast and crafted. The meaning is that God is your wealth, and He is the one who defends you from the
Sabaeans and others. And your precious silver = God will be your reward for your struggle. And lift up
your face to God = and you will not fall as it is now, but you will have confidence in God. You will make
your prayer to Him = you speak to God. And you will pay your vows = you will be acceptable to God,
and your prayers will be accepted. And as God accepts your prayer, commit to God with your pledges
and fulfill your vows. Verse (28) means that all your affairs will succeed according to your plan because
God has enlightened your insight, so your decisions will be correct and without confusion. When they
cast you down, and you say, 'Exaltation will come! = Even in days of general calamities that befall
everyone around you, God will lift you up, and this happened with Isaac, who was reaped hundredfold
during the famine (Genesis 26: 12). Then He will save the humble person = God raises up the humble.
Therefore, if you are humble, God will save you. He will even deliver one who is not innocent; Yes, he
will be delivered by the purity of your hands = That is, God will save you and your neighbours in
response to your pure prayers. This is the power of intercession.
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Chapter 23

(Verses 1-7): Then Job answered and said: 2 "Even today my complaint is bitter; My hand is listless
because of my groaning. 3 Oh, that | knew where | might find Him, That | might come to His seat! 4 |
would present my case before Him, And fill my mouth with arguments. 5 | would know the words
which He would answer me, And understand what He would say to me. 6 Would He contend with me
in His great power? No! But He would take note of me. 7 There the upright could reason with Him,
And | would be delivered forever from my Judge.

Here, we find Job's response to Eliphaz. We note that Job, after calming down, returned to complaining
once again, the reason being Eliphaz's provocation of him by insisting on the previous accusation. Job
refused to give in to his friends' accusations and began to defend himself. This is what is called the
struggle of the spirit against the flesh. The spirit was active due to the work of the Holy Spirit within him,
who gave him a vision of the Living Redeemer who bears witness to him in heaven. But the flesh once
again responded with anger due to his friends' accusations. We note that if Job had been silent for a
period to reflect on what the Holy Spirit had revealed to him and listened to the voice of the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Spirit would have revealed his sin to him. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin; that is, He reveals the
corruption and ultimate end of the path of sin by convincing man (John 16: 8). Since the Spirit had begun
working with Job, He would have completed the work and convicted him. Job would have truly
condemned himself and confessed his sin before God. He would have even allowed the Holy Spirit to
keep him in a state of peace and joy. But his revolt to defend his righteousness before his friends
allowed the body to defeat him and rebel again. This is what is called the ego, which is Job's weak point.
However, the humble of heart gives the spirit a chance to work.

Even today my complaint is bitter = Job's friends considered his complaint a causeless rebellion against
God. Job, however, said, "Shall | complain without a cause?" My hand is listless because of my groaning
= That is, my suffering is much greater than what | have said. Oh, that | knew where | might find Him =
Job longed to see God and stand before His judgment seat. He was confident in the justice of his cause.
He was confident that he would hear the judgment and that it would be in his best interest. He longed
to hear it = | would know the words which He would answer me, And understand what He would say
to me. 6 Would He contend with me in His great power? = Job was confident that God would not
intimidate him with His glory in this trial, nor would He be harsh with him as his friends had been in their
utmost harshness. On the contrary, But He would take note of me = strengthen me, encourage me, and
show compassion so that | might continue in my integrity.

Out of his confidence in the outcome of the trial, he said, There the upright could reason with Him, And
I would be delivered forever from my Judge = That is, before God's court in heaven, | would argue and
prove my uprightness and innocence, and receive the verdict of innocence forever.

(Verses 8-12): "Look, | go forward, but He is not there, And backward, but | cannot perceive Him; 9
When He works on the left hand, | cannot behold Him; When He turns to the right hand, | cannot see
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Him. 10 But He knows the way that | take; When He has tested me, | shall come forth as gold. 11 My
foot has held fast to His steps; | have kept His way and not turned aside. 12 | have not departed from
the commandment of His lips; | have treasured the words of His mouth More than my necessary food.

The tongue is to the body as the rudder is to a ship; it steers the body wherever it wishes (James 3). Job
began with a complaining tongue again, and here we find him back to speaking harshly about God. Here,
Job complains that he cannot find God. He wishes to appear before God's court to prove his innocence,
but the problem is that he cannot find God to justify himself before Him. He searched east and west,
north and south, but did not find Him. His mistake was that he did not search for God above; he did not
look up. Job's mistake was that he searched for God at his own level. His second mistake was that he did
not look within to see his own evils. The path to justification is not for me to defend myself before God
to prove my righteousness but rather for me to draw near to the Holy God above and feel that | am dust
and ashes, an unclean sinner in need of justification by God. God appears and reveals my sins to me, and
He is the One who provides assistance and justifies me. Therefore, the sinful woman who wept and wet
Christ's feet with her tears and wiped His feet with her hair was justified. As for the Pharisee, who
considered himself righteous, he was not justified before God, even though he hosted a banquet for
Christ. The tax collector left justified when he said, "God, have mercy on me, a sinner." The Pharisee,
who boasted of his righteousness, was not justified. The problem with man is that he wants to justify
himself before God, as if righteousness comes from within and from his deeds. The truth is that God is
the One who justifies if man feels the need for this justification. What Job did here, John also did in the
Book of Revelation. He began searching for someone worthy to open the scroll and break its seals.
When he found none, he wept. The angel reminded him that he had searched far and wide within his
level and had not found anything. He should, however, look to Christ, the Lion from the tribe of Judah.
Then John looked at the Lion of whom the angel had spoken and found a Lamb standing a Lamb as
though it had been slain. This is the Lion who has the right to open, and no one can shut; He who
justifies, having been slain, and has purchased us (Revelation 5: 1-14). The path to justification now is for
us to confess our sins, that we are not righteous in ourselves, and that we feel within ourselves our
unworthiness and need for the blood of this Redeemer, and that His blood cleanses us (1 John 1: 7-9).
We note the confession of the thief on the cross that he had been justly rewarded, opened his eyes and
knew Christ, and that He would even come in His kingdom again. This is also what David did when he
sinned, he confessed and was humbled before God, and felt forgiven by Him, saying, "Blessed are those
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered;" (Romans 4: 6-7). What David did made
God say about him, "I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My
will." (Acts 13: 22). This contrition and confession are what God seeks.

Look, | go forward, but He is not there, And backward, but | cannot perceive Him; When He works on
the left hand, | cannot behold Him; When He turns to the right hand, | cannot see Him = The word
turns to the right hand = Another translation of the words turns to the right hand reads, "I turn toward
the south, but | cannot see Him." The word turns to the right hand is translated to the south, and that
means to hide or cover oneself with the hand. For the ancients, the south was an unknown and dark
place, while the north was the place of action. The meaning is that | cannot find God anywhere, neither
in the east nor in the west, neither in the north where God's works are revealed (we must see God
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through His works and providence) nor in the South where He has donned the garment of invisibility or
has worn the south as a garment in which to hide. Although Job cannot find God to present his case
before Him, he is certain of His righteousness and perfection.

All of the meanings convey the same meaning: Job cannot find God to prove to Him that he is righteous
and pure as gold, and that he has kept the way of the Lord. Job says, "But He knows the way that |
take." God was closer to Job than he could have imagined. He even gave him a vision of the future. He
prophesied and said amazing words that no one in the Old Testament had ever understood: "For | know
that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this |
know, That in my flesh | shall see God, 27 Whom | shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and
not another. How my heart yearns within me!" (Job 19:25-27). If he had been calm and listened to the
voice of the Holy Spirit without agitation, he would have heard more. That is why St. James says: "Now
the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace." (James 3: 18).

Note that we can only hear the voice of the Holy Spirit in quietness. As His Holiness Pope Shenouda llI
says, "l have cleared my ear from human talk so that | may hear you" (Poem My Fluttering Heart). Refer
to the story of the Prophet Elijah hearing the voice of God, which was "a still small voice." (1 Kings 19:
12). Amidst the noise of the world, we cannot hear the small, still voice of God. That is why the bride of
the Song of Solomon said that she sought her Bridegroom in the city, in the squares, and in the streets,
but did not find him (Song of Solomon 3: 2). This is what we must do daily: to be alone with our
Bridegroom Christ in the room and say to Him with the Prophet Samuel, "Speak, Lord, for Your servant
hears." (1 Samuel 3: 9).

When He has tested me, | shall come forth as gold. [And let us note that God tests and disciplines His
children through trials, and trials are like a refining fire that purifies them, just as fire purifies gold from
its impurities. But Job does not say this in this sense; rather, the meaning of his words is that | am
righteous, and if God tests me, He will find me righteous.]

I have treasured the words of His mouth More than my necessary food = Job says that he memorized
and treasured God's words more than his food, meaning that he paid more attention to keeping God's
commandments than his food. This is what the Bible teaches us: Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. The word "treasured" means "as men store up
provisions during a siege."

(Verses 13-17): "But He is unique, and who can make Him change? And whatever His soul desires, that
He does. 14 For He performs what is appointed for me, And many such things are with Him. 15
Therefore | am terrified at His presence; When | consider this, | am afraid of Him. 16 For God made my
heart weak, And the Almighty terrifies me; 17 Because | was not cut off from the presence of
darkness, And He did not hide deep darkness from my face.

Because Job began to complain and grumble, he slipped into justifying himself and thus fell deeper into
conflict with God. Therefore, a suffering person should pray for help and surrender to God to find peace.
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This is better than complaining, which only makes the soul more bitter. Patience leads to a better state.
Here we find Job explaining his pain, despite his righteousness, by saying that God is a Master who has
absolute power and that it is in His power, if He wishes, to torment a righteous person; no one can tell
Him not to, and this is the height of cruelty to God. But He is unique, and who can make Him change?
He has His own unchanging plan, and no one can convince Him of my righteousness to stop torturing
me. For He performs what is appointed for me = He will fulfill and complete the cup of my torment
imposed on me, without return. And many such things are with Him = and He still has many pains with
which He will torment me. Therefore | am terrified = Poor Job was terrified. After God began to pour His
consolation into his heart, he returned, defeated, and began to complain, so he lost his peace, and fear
entered him. There is a law we must know. God's comfort and peace flow into the soul through one
channel: trust in God and submission to Him, which means believing that He is a good and benevolent
God. Confrontation with God, on the other hand, results in nothing but bitterness.

For God made my heart weak = With the disasters that came one after the other and the fear of greater
disasters that awaited him in the future. The greatest disaster in his view was that he had not died yet =
Because | was not cut off from the presence of darkness = that is, he did not die before his troubles
befell him, and he likens them here to darkness. And He did not hide deep darkness from my face =
That is, | wished to die before these blows that are like darkness came upon me, and before they
covered my face like deep darkness.
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Chapter 24

Job continues to prove his theory that the wicked aren't necessarily always punished.

(Verses 1-12): "Since times are not hidden from the Almighty, Why do those who know Him see not
His days? 2 "Some remove landmarks; They seize flocks violently and feed on them; 3 They drive away
the donkey of the fatherless; They take the widow's ox as a pledge. 4 They push the needy off the
road; All the poor of the land are forced to hide. 5 Indeed, like wild donkeys in the desert, They go out
to their work, searching for food. The wilderness yields food for them and for their children. 6 They
gather their fodder in the field And glean in the vineyard of the wicked. 7 They spend the night naked,
without clothing, And have no covering in the cold. 8 They are wet with the showers of the
mountains, And huddle around the rock for want of shelter. 9 "Some snatch the fatherless from the
breast, And take a pledge from the poor. 10 They cause the poor to go naked, without clothing; And
they take away the sheaves from the hungry. 11 They press out oil within their walls, And tread
winepresses, yet suffer thirst. 12 The dying groan in the city, And the souls of the wounded cry out;
Yet God does not charge them with wrong.

Here, Job gives several examples in which the righteous and innocent suffer while the wicked enjoy
pleasure. He begins to wonder why, Since times are not hidden from the Almighty, Why do those who
know Him see not His days? Nothing that happens on earth is hidden from God. He sees the times of
each person and their evils. The righteous believe in God's justice and that He must punish the wicked,
but they do not see this Day of Judgment when God will punish the wicked and reveal His justice.

The wicked practice their injustice, and no one stops them. Some remove landmarks = They seize the
property of their neighbours (Ahab and Naboth). Landmarks are stones set up to mark the boundary
between two lands (Deuteronomy 19: 14 + Deuteronomy 27: 17). He then speaks of the usurpation of
the property of the innocent (and he certainly had in mind the usurpation of his property by the
Sabeans). They drive away the donkey of the fatherless = If an orphan has a single donkey that he can
use as a source of livelihood, they take it from him. They take the widow's ox as a pledge = they take
the widow's ox if she is unable to pay a small debt. They push the needy off the road = They stop the
needy from complaining so that no one listens to their complaints. All the poor of the land are forced to
hide = from the brutality of these oppressors. Indeed, like wild donkeys in the desert = Verses 5 and 6
depict the misery of the poor as they wander in the scorching desert searching for food, perhaps at their
jobs for the rich oppressors. For their oppressors give them hard work (perhaps quarries or farming...),
but they give them very little back. The wilderness yields food for them and for their children = what
food can they find for their children in this wilderness? The meaning is that their wages for their work
are very minimal, meaning they and their children live on minimal subsistence. The rich use them in
their fields to harvest their fodder = They gather their fodder in the field. Perhaps it means that after
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working in the fields of the rich, their share is nothing more than food for the animals. Or it means that
the poor work in the service of the rich's animals in exchange for subsistence.

And glean in the vineyard of the wicked = The poor eats from the grapes that fall during the harvest, or
he takes for himself a cluster forgotten in the vineyard. Note that the rich wicked man owns a vineyard,
while the poor man only takes the fallen or forgotten grapes. Some snatch the fatherless from the
breast, And take a pledge from the poor = When the needy is forced to borrow money to feed himself
and his children, the rich man comes and does not find anything with the poor man to pay off the debt.
He snatches the poor man's son from his mother's breast to be a slave to the rich man in exchange for
the debt. They work for the rich = They press out oil within their walls, And tread winepresses, yet
suffer thirst = that is, they toil and get tired in the pressing out the oil and in treading the winepress, and
the rich do not think about giving them something to drink. We note Job's complaint directed to God =
Yet God does not charge them with wrong = that is, God does not judge the wicked for their actions.
These words express a troubled soul; he rushed into the path of contention with God, so he began to
depict the injustice of the righteous. While his companions insisted on the theory that the wicked must
be punished, he insisted here on the theory that the righteous and the poor must suffer. Both sides are
wrong. Both sides fell into the error of imposing personal opinions to prove their theory. As for the
righteous David, in his Psalms, he expressed a different opinion about God's concern for the poor (See
Psalms 9:9+9: 12,18 + 12: 5 + 34:10, 19, 7). David comes to Psalm 37, which summarizes how God
deals with the wicked. The righteous may suffer, but if they turn to God, God will protect them. David
sets a golden rule that is the heart of this wonderful psalm: "I have been young, and now am old; Yet |
have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor his descendants begging bread." (Psalm 37: 25). The Psalms,
like the entire Bible, are inspired by the Holy Spirit. Thus, we understand that this is the correct view:
that God never abandons His children. If He allows them to suffer, it is for a short period to purify them.
He does not allow the period to be prolonged lest they fall into the abyss of despair or that they may not
do wrong, "For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest On the land allotted to the righteous, Lest the
righteous reach out their hands to iniquity." (Psalm 125: 3). God knows the right time. When He allows a
wicked person to strike one of His children, it is for a specific period during which he will be purified, and
then He will remove that wicked person. This is what happened with Job himself. It is wrong for us to
see a person suffering, and we know that he is righteous, and then we conclude that God has
abandoned him. There are many considerations that we do not see with our limited eyes and minds, but
God, the All-Powerful, the Pantocrator, the Beneficent, the Lover of mankind, the Good One who loves
His children so much that He gave His only Son for them. How shall He not with Him also freely give us
all things? (Romans 8: 32).

(Verses 13-17): "There are those who rebel against the light; They do not know its ways Nor abide in
its paths. 14 The murderer rises with the light; He kills the poor and needy; And in the night he is like a
thief. 15 The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Saying, 'No eye will see me'; And he disguises
his face. 16 In the dark they break into houses Which they marked for themselves in the daytime;
They do not know the light. 17 For the morning is the same to them as the shadow of death; If
someone recognizes them, They are in the terrors of the shadow of death.
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Here, Job speaks of other types of wicked people: those who practice their evil deeds in the dark,
imagining that no one sees them and they will go unpunished.

There are those who rebel against the light = They choose the darkness of night as a time for their evil
deeds. [In general, evil deeds are attributed to darkness, and sins are called works of darkness
(Ephesians 5: 11 + John 3: 20). The sinner walks against the light of God's law and the light of conscience.
He rebels against God's commandments.] They do not know its ways = They do not accept walking and
knowing the ways of the light.

The murderer rises with the light = The murderer rises to kill the poor travellers who begin their journey
at dawn, with the onset of morning light. The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight = The word
"twilight" means dawn. He watches for dawn because he wants to escape in the darkness and disappear
before sunrise, if not out of shame, then out of caution (Ephesians 5: 12). The wicked person relies on
darkness to hide his evil = Saying, 'No eye will see me'; And he disguises his face = to further conceal
himself, he puts a veil over his face so that he will not be recognized [and this is what many thieves do
even now]. In the dark they break into houses = they go to steal at night so that no one sees them. But
does this give them peace of mind?! Never, for they are in constant terror = Which they marked for
themselves in the daytime; They do not know the light = they flee and disappear with no one to pursue
them. They are in terror of nothing (like Cain).

In their constant terror, the morning and the shadow of death are the same to them. Because they know
the horrors of the shadow of death = the reason for their terror, their fear that someone might kill them
(Cain).

(Verses 18-25): "They should be swift on the face of the waters, Their portion should be cursed in the
earth, So that no one would turn into the way of their vineyards. 19 As drought and heat consume the
snow waters, So the grave consumes those who have sinned. 20 The womb should forget him, The
worm should feed sweetly on him; He should be remembered no more, And wickedness should be
broken like a tree. 21 For he preys on the barren who do not bear, And does no good for the widow.
22 "But God draws the mighty away with His power; He rises up, but no man is sure of life. 23 He gives
them security, and they rely on it; Yet His eyes are on their ways. 24 They are exalted for a little while,
Then they are gone. They are brought low; They are taken out of the way like all others; They dry out
like the heads of grain. 25 "Now if it is not so, who will prove me a liar, And make my speech worth
nothing?"

In verses 18-20, Job repeats the words of his friends who said that the wicked must perish. They should
be swift on the face of the waters = Your opinion is that the wicked, no matter how rich, quickly
perishes like twig upon the waters (Hosea 10: 7). Their portion should be cursed in the earth = They will
have no blessing in anything.

So that no one would turn into the way of their vineyards = Sitting under the vine and fig tree is a sign
of rest. These wicked people will have no rest or peace. God will afflict them with drought and heat =
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That is, God, in His anger at them, afflicts them with drought and heat, causing them to suffer famine
and thirst. Heat is intense heat, a reference to the plagues that will befall them, causing them to melt as
the snow melts before the heat = consume the snow waters = and the wicked will melt into the graves =
So the grave consumes those who have sinned, and people will forget them. The womb should forget
him.

This also means that drought and heat take away all their former good things, which were like refreshing
icy water = consume the snow waters. And the wicked must die young = So the grave consumes those
who have sinned = or the meaning is that the wicked in his days of prosperity will be like refreshing icy
water, but he will soon descend to Hades. The womb should forget him = because of his many evils;
even his mother will forget him. The worm should feed sweetly on him = his fate is food for the worms.
He should be remembered no more, And wickedness should be broken like a tree = the wicked was
like a tree, but he will be broken, and no one will remember him. No one will remember all his
greatness.

(Verses 21-22): For he preys on the barren who do not bear, And does no good for the widow. 22 "But
God draws the mighty away with His power; He rises up, but no man is sure of life.

He tells his companions, "Although this is your view that the wicked must perish, the reality says
otherwise. The wicked prosper and harm the righteous."

For he preys on the barren who do not bear, And does no good for the widow = He harms them while
they are in pain, adding to their pain. Barrenness was considered a disgrace in the Old Testament. What
evil is greater than harming the wounded?

God draws the mighty away with His power = This verse came in the KJV Bible and other translations
without the word God i.e. draws the mighty away with His power. So, we understand the verse as it
speaks about the wicked and his tyranny.

Here is an example of tyranny of the wicked = but no man is sure of life - in the presence of this wicked

(Verse 23-24): He gives them security, and they rely on it; Yet His eyes are on their ways. 24 They are
exalted for a little while, Then they are gone. They are brought low; They are taken out of the way like
all others; They dry out like the heads of grain.

In these verses, God is accused of seeing this evil and remaining silent. Rather, He gives the wicked
peace of mind by remaining silent about his evil = He gives them security, and they rely on it=that is, he
relies on God's silence and increases in evil. Yet His eyes are on their ways = this is an accusation against
God that He sees and remains silent, not punishing. They are exalted for a little while = their prosperity
will be for a short time (because the days of life are few). Then they are gone = that is, they will die.
They dry out like the heads of grain = that is, after their days are over, for no one cuts the heads of
grain before it is ripe. And in this, they are like all righteous people = They are taken out of the way like
all others. So, what did the wicked lose through his wickedness, and what did the righteous gain through
his righteousness? Rather, the wicked dies without suffering, as Job himself, the righteous, suffered.

121



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 24

(Verse 25): "Now if it is not so, who will prove me a liar, And make my speech worth nothing?"

He challenges the audience to prove him a liar.
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Chapter 25

Here, we find Bildad's final speech, in which he gives a brief response to Job as if he were tired of
discussing the matter. After Bildad's speech, the companions withdrew and refrained from speaking.
They found Job adamant about his position, and they were adamant as well, so silence was best.

(Verse 1): Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said:

(Verses 2-3): "Dominion and fear belong to Him; He makes peace in His high places. 3 Is there any
number to His armies? Upon whom does His light not rise?

In them is a testimony to the greatness and glory of God. Dominion and fear belong to Him = God sees
the creation of the universe. He alone has the right to legislate and dispose of this universe, and by
virtue of His authority, He fulfills all His will. He makes peace in His high places = All the angels obey Him
completely and are completely subject to His will. Because they are subject, there are no quarrels
between them and God, nor between them and themselves [as if the words are directed to Job, if you
were entirely subject to God, you would not have quarrelled and complained about Him, and you would
not have differed with us]. Even God observes the paths of the planets so they do not collide. Is there
any number to His armies? = The greatness of kings is measured by the number of their armies. And
God, in His greatness, has countless numbers of angels. His care includes everyone = Upon whom does
His light not rise? = This is an expression of God's care for everyone.

(Verses 4-5): How then can man be righteous before God? Or how can he be pure who is born of a
woman? 5 If even the moon does not shine, And the stars are not pure in His sight, 6 How much less
man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm?"

After revealing the extent of God's greatness and glory, the extent of man's sin and impurity before God
is concluded. How then can man be righteous before God? Compared to the holiness of the angels,
man is impure. And God attributes foolishness to his angels. What would be the state of man when he
stands before the Holy God? By the same logic, can man judge God's actions as wrong? Can man debate
and argue with God about His judgments? Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman? "And in sin
my mother conceived me." How can a sinful woman give birth to a child who is righteous and approved
before God? Man is born from his parents, inheriting original sin. We inherit corruption from our fathers
and spread corruption on the earth. How can we appear before God as righteous when we are all
impure? Even the celestial bodies, despite their lights, are lumps of clay. If even the moon does not
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shine. What is the light of the moon, the light of the stars, or the light of the sun compared to the light
and greatness of God? In comparison, all the stars become as if they are dark.

How much less man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm?" No matter how rich,
righteous, great, or wicked, when a person dies, he is nothing more than a stinking worm. Indeed,
compared to God's greatness, man is nothing more than eaten by a worm. This is what is meant by the
verse: man, like a worm, is weak and helpless and is quickly crushed. And the stars are not pure in His
sight = Indeed, when we compare man to the bright stars, such as the sun and stars, which God
considers impure in His eyes, he is nothing more than a worm. How foolish it is for anyone to quarrel
with his Creator, who can crush him as we crush a worm.

The word maggot means larva, which is a stage of the worm.

Bildad's words here are true, and Job was indeed extremely bold when he claimed righteousness before
God. However, it was not boldness but rather a sin of pride into which Job slipped because of his own
righteousness.
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Chapter 26

(Verses 1-14): But Job answered and said: 2 "How have you helped him who is without power? How
have you saved the arm that has no strength? 3 How have you counseled one who has no wisdom?
And how have you declared sound advice to many? 4 To whom have you uttered words? And whose
spirit came from you? 5 "The dead tremble, Those under the waters and those inhabiting them. 6
Sheol is naked before Him, And Destruction has no covering. 7 He stretches out the north over empty
space; He hangs the earth on nothing. 8 He binds up the water in His thick clouds, Yet the clouds are
not broken under it. 9 He covers the face of His throne, And spreads His cloud over it. 10 He drew a
circular horizon on the face of the waters, At the boundary of light and darkness. 11 The pillars of
heaven tremble, And are astonished at His rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with His power, And by His
understanding He breaks up the storm. 13 By His Spirit He adorned the heavens; His hand pierced the
fleeing serpent. 14 Indeed these are the mere edges of His ways, And how small a whisper we hear of
Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?"

Here, Job responds to Bildad mockingly, explaining that he has brought nothing new but rather his
words are useless.

How have you helped him who is without power? = Have your words, no matter how great they may
seem, helped me, who now has no strength? You came to comfort me, and have you done so? = How
have you saved the arm that has no strength?

Did you give me words to comfort and save me when my strength was broken and lost? How have you
counseled one who has no wisdom? And how have you declared sound advice to many? = What good
have you done with your words? What helpful advice have you given me? Suppose | were without
wisdom, what advice would you give me? Do you really think | don't believe everything you said about
the greatness of God and the insignificance of man, that you repeat what you said before, and in doing
so, you think you are displaying unparalleled understanding and wisdom? To whom have you uttered
words? = Do you think | am ignorant and unaware of God, that you should teach me about God as you
would to a little child? There is a difference in the method of teaching, whether we are speaking to a
little child, an ignorant person, or an educated person. (In the case of Job, the talk should be about
God's grace and mercy, not about God's greatness and power.) In (Revelation 5: 5-6), the angel tells
John about Christ that he is a lion emerging from the tribe of Judah, and John sees him as a lamb
standing as if it had been slain. He is like a lion to the weak and like a sacrificial lamb to the one who
despairs of his sin. The servant must know which image of these two is needed by the one he serves so
that he does not despair.

And whose spirit came from you? = that is, by whose inspiration you spoke. Did you imagine that God
inspired these words of yours? | wonder by what spirit you spoke. Job had every right to attack his
friends, for in their discussions, they spoke with the logic of adversaries seeking victory. Friends may fail
in their consolations, but the Holy Spirit is the true Comforter.
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Verses 5-14: Here, Job shows his friends that he knows about God as they do, or even more. What we
should know is that when we talk about God's glory, we are unable to declare it as clearly as He is (1
Corinthians 13:12). Regarding the greatness of God, friends agreed and did not disagree.

The dead tremble, Those under the waters and those inhabiting them = See (Isaiah 14:9 + Isaiah 26:
14). They imagined that the dead inhabited Hades and Hades is under the earth, beneath the deepest
depths of water, in a place that is not perceived. And the dead therein tremble before God, no matter
how mighty they were in their life on earth. Sheol is naked before Him = We as humans cannot see
Hades (Sheol), but it is exposed before God. And Destruction has no covering = The place where the
wicked are tormented is also exposed before God. Perhaps from this verse, we sense the thinking of the
ancients; there is Hades (Sheol), which is a place for the righteous, and there is Destruction, which is
another abyss reserved for the wicked. Those in Hades cannot communicate with those in the abyss of
Destruction, and vice versa. Solomon said the same concept in (Proverbs 15: 11). He stretches out the
north over empty space = He means the stars in the sky, the most beautiful of which are in the north (of
course he does not mean the north of the Earth). These stars are suspended in the sky on nothing. The
ancients believed that the sky was a dome containing the stars, fixed to the Earth or above it. The empty
space refers to the air. He hangs the earth on nothing = It is strange that Job would say this according to
modern theories. He binds up the water in His thick clouds = According to them, the water is preserved
above the clouds. However, despite the great weight of the water, the clouds do not tear = Yet the
clouds are not broken under it = It is as if the water is tightly bound in a bag until the opportunity comes
to use it. Here, Job may be comparing the ancient way of storing water in leather bags. These bags
sometimes tear, but in his view, the clouds do not tear. He covers the face of His throne, And spreads
His cloud over it = God, in His glory, cannot be seen by anyone. Therefore, He hides His glory so that we
humans do not die. Here, he depicts the clouds as covering the glory of God just as they cover the light
and heat of the sun. However, we then discovered that there was indeed a cloud that hid Christ during
His ascension, as well as a cloud that accompanied the people on their journey to Canaan. He drew a
circular horizon on the face of the waters, At the boundary of light and darkness = The ancients
imagined that the waters of the sea surrounded the entire earth as a circle and that the light of the sun
illuminated the inside of this circle, while outside of this circle there was darkness. God drew a boundary
at the point where the light meets the darkness. The pillars of heaven tremble, And are astonished at
His rebuke = He means the mountains on whose summits the heavens rest, and these tremble with
thunder and earthquakes.

He stirs up the sea with His power = with storms and winds, and with his power, he strikes Egypt = And
by His understanding He breaks up the storm = We see that this verse is a reference to the plagues that
were dealt to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, especially when God split the sea = stirs up the sea . (The
plagues of Egypt and the splitting of the sea mentioned here are certainly not mentioned by Job; rather,
it was Moses who composed the book into poetry.)

By His Spirit He adorned the heavens = God created the heavens with their stars, and they were
adorned with their brilliance. In other translations, the meaning is with his breath, He dispels the clouds,
and the heavens become clear, so the stars appear.
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His hand pierced the fleeing serpent = This may refer to the snake that swallows the sun during an
eclipse or the moon during a lunar eclipse, as the ancients believed. He called it fleeing because of the
speed of its movements. Perhaps the reference is to Satan, who is the fleeing serpent, or it may refer to
Leviathan, as will be explained in chapter 41. Some have interpreted the verse as referring to a group of
stars called the fleeing serpent, which is part of the adornment of the heavens. Indeed these are the
mere edges of His ways = Everything | have said is a negligible part of the wonders of God's creation.
They are edges, so no one claims to know the depths. Our knowledge of God is very simple.

And how small a whisper we hear of Him = How little we hear about Him. But the thunder of His power
who can understand? = If we barely know anything about the edges of God's ways, who can understand
and comprehend His power? The phrase "the edges of His ways" corresponds to how small are the
words we hear from Him. Thus, the thunder of His might becomes a metaphor for knowing the depths
of God.
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Chapter 27

Job waited after what he said in (Chapter 26), and when none of his friends spoke, he spoke.

(Verses 1-6): Moreover Job continued his discourse, and said: 2 "As God lives, who has taken away my
justice, And the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter, 3 As long as my breath is in me, And the
breath of God in my nostrils, 4 My lips will not speak wickedness, Nor my tongue utter deceit. 5 Far be
it from me That | should say you are right; Till | die | will not put away my integrity from me. 6 My
righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it go; My heart shall not reproach me as long as | live.

As God lives, who has taken away my justice = He glorified God when He said that He is alive. He is alive
forever. Yet, he spoke harshly and unbecomingly about Him when he said that God had taken away his
right, that is, wronged him, by allowing his troubles to continue. Elihu rebuked him for this very word.
God is just and does not take away anyone's right. However, man tends to despair if God does not solve
his problem quickly. Man cannot wait, and he is impatient, so he complains. But when he complains, his
soul becomes bitter, and he returns to thinking that God is the one who bittered his soul = And the
Almighty, who has made my soul bitter. Verse (2) is an oath, and what is Job taking oath of? That as
long as he lives = As long as my breath is in me, And the breath of God in my nostrils, My lips will not
speak wickedness = no matter what pain God allows me to suffer, | will not sin against him.

Nor my tongue utter deceit = that is, if God or anyone else should show me that | am wrong, | will
immediately confess.

Far be it from me That | should say you are right = for your unjust criticisms of me. Till | die | will not
put away my integrity from me = Even if | die because of these calamities, | will not sin against God and
will maintain my integrity.

My righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it go = this is the subject of my pride and joy. My heart
shall not reproach me as long as | live = | will never sin as | have never sinned before. Therefore, my
heart does not blame me for any past sin, and | will not allow my heart to blame me for a future sin.

(Verses 7-10): "May my enemy be like the wicked, And he who rises up against me like the
unrighteous. 8 For what is the hope of the hypocrite, Though he may gain much, If God takes away his
life? 9 Will God hear his cry When trouble comes upon him? 10 Will he delight himself in the
Almighty? Will he always call on God?

Job refuses to resemble the wicked or be like them even if their wickedness leads them to wealth and
riches. His saying, May my enemy be like the wicked = This is a proverb meaning may this happen to
your enemies when they hear bad things about someone they love. Daniel used this saying in (Daniel 4:
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19), "may the dream concern those who hate you." The meaning is, Let the wicked one be like an enemy
to me; | do not accept to walk with him, for my way is not his. And he who rises up against me like the
unrighteous = This is a repetition with the same meaning. The meaning is that Job prefers his pain while
being righteous to wealth and riches while following the path of evil. And the reason for his rejection of
evil is his belief in the frightening end of the wicked = For what is the hope of the hypocrite, Though he
may gain much, If God takes away his life? = When God takes away his soul. Will his wealth or
greatness benefit him after his death? He will leave all of this and stand before God. Will God hear his
cry When trouble comes upon him? = When he hears the verdict of his eternal death. No, God will not
hear the cry of the wicked. This is what happened with the rich man: "'And besides all this, between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed ..." (Luke 16: 19-31). God would hear the cry if He were here in the
world if the wicked repented. Will he delight himself in the Almighty? = There are two places after
death, one of which is "where the good person delights in the Almighty," and the other is where the
wicked person cries out and is not answered. And the one who delights in the Almighty always call on
God, that is, he is in contact with God, speaking to Him and delighting in Him. Would | lose my eternity
and delight in God there to rejoice in evil on earth? This is what Job said.

(Verses 11-23): "I will teach you about the hand of God; What is with the Almighty I will not conceal.
12 Surely all of you have seen it; Why then do you behave with complete nonsense? 13 "This is the
portion of a wicked man with God, And the heritage of oppressors, received from the Almighty: 14 If
his children are multiplied, it is for the sword; And his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread. 15
Those who survive him shall be buried in death, And their widows shall not weep, 16 Though he heaps
up silver like dust, And piles up clothing like clay—17 He may pile it up, but the just will wear it, And
the innocent will divide the silver. 18 He builds his house like a moth, Like a booth which a watchman
makes. 19 The rich man will lie down, But not be gathered up; He opens his eyes, And he is no more.
20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; A tempest steals him away in the night. 21 The east wind carries
him away, and he is gone; It sweeps him out of his place. 22 It hurls against him and does not spare;
He flees desperately from its power. 23 Men shall clap their hands at him, And shall hiss him out of his
place.

I will teach you about the hand of God = With God's help and power, | will teach you what is true in the
matter of our dispute. What is with the Almighty | will not conceal = that is, God's counsel and
purposes.

Surely all of you have seen it = Your observations support my point of view. Why then do you behave
with complete nonsense? = Why do you speak falsehood? (Jesuit translation). Job considered their
words false because they intended to prove the inevitability of the destruction of the wicked to achieve
their goal that Job was wicked and therefore, God allowed him these sufferings. Job considered their
words false because they contradicted their observations, which Job had proven to them: that the
wicked can prosper and the righteous can suffer and be wronged. Job then cites a sample of what they
said This is the portion of a wicked man with God. They were insisting on the inevitability of God
punishing the wicked. How does God punish the wicked? Here, Job repeats the words of his friends: If
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his children are multiplied, it is for the sword (this phrase greatly distressed Job because of the death of
his sons). And his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread (the ones who go to the sword will go, and
the rest will be in famine). Those who survive him shall be buried in death = In other translation they
day by a disease that affects livestock, so they will die like livestock, without any dignity, as was said of
the wicked king Jehoiakim, "He shall be buried with the burial of a donkey" (Jeremiah 22: 19).

And their widows shall not weep = Even the widow of the wicked one does not weep for him, for she
has found peace from him.

Though he heaps up silver like dust (see Habakkuk 2: 6). No matter how rich the wicked person is, all his
treasure turns to dust, or he turns to dust, so he does not benefit from his wealth.

By God's providence, his wealth goes to the righteous person he wronged = He may pile it up, but the
just will wear it.

He builds his house like a moth = When a moth builds his house, he imagines that it is strong and sturdy
and will protect it, not realizing that it will be destroyed in a moment. Rather, his house will be taken
away Like a booth which a watchman makes = The watchman is the guardian who in the morning
makes himself an booth from the heat of the sun, and when evening comes, he takes it away. The rich
man will lie down, But not be gathered up = No matter how honorable he dies, he will not join the
company of the saints and the virtuous. He opens his eyes, And he is no more = When he opens his eyes
in his new place in the abyss of destruction, he does not find himself in the same honour as the one he
left on earth. Terrors overtake him like a flood; A tempest steals him away in the night = Horrors
surround him as if raging waters surrounded him. He is terrified when he realizes that he will leave this
world and when he remembers his transition to the next world. Suddenly, the tempest of God's wrath,
or the storm of death, snatches him away. It snatches him away at night, and night refers to darkness,
anger, and fear. The east wind carries him away = The eastern wind is the hot, destructive wind that
destroys crops. This is an indication of God's wrath that uproots him from his wealth and success and
destroys everything he has built. Verse (22) is translated as follows in the Jesuit translation: It falls upon

him and has no pity, while he flees from her hands." This is the most accurate translation, meaning that
God's wrath falls upon him and destroys him, and he cannot escape. Men shall clap their hands at him =

all the people around him rejoice when they see his fall.
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Chapter 28

Job and his friends were discussing the ways and reasons for divine providence in governing the world.
Job asked, "How can we, with our limited wisdom, speak of God's infinite wisdom and understand the
counsels of divine wisdom?" This chapter has a different tone from all the previous ones. Job is not
speaking of his suffering but of God's infinite wisdom. Job acknowledges that God's wisdom is beyond
discussion and provides numerous proofs of God's wisdom. He says that wisdom is priceless. Zophar had
previously hoped that Job would reveal to him the hidden aspects of wisdom (Job 11: 6). Here, Job
responds by saying that there are different types of wisdom:

1. Wisdom taught by God to man so that he may use the earth and its treasures (1-11)
2. Divine wisdom of great value, hidden from humankind (12-27)
3. Wisdom revealed to mankind, which is the fear of the Lord (28)

As for the first wisdom, God entrusted this wisdom to man so that he might live, so man was able to
plant for food, use mines, etc. As for the unrevealed divine wisdom, God did not reveal it because we
did not understand it and will not understand it now; however, we must submit that all happenings are
due to a special divine wisdom. As for man, there is a third kind of wisdom discovered by the saints and
which the wicked do not pay attention to, and that is the fear of the Lord. Whoever follows this wisdom
will have heaven as his portion and will live in God's blessing on earth.

(Verses 1-11): "Surely there is a mine for silver, And a place where gold is refined. 2 Iron is taken from
the earth, And copper is smelted from ore. 3 Man puts an end to darkness, And searches every recess
For ore in the darkness and the shadow of death. 4 He breaks open a shaft away from people; In
places forgotten by feet They hang far away from men; They swing to and fro. 5 As for the earth, from
it comes bread, But underneath it is turned up as by fire; 6 Its stones are the source of sapphires, And
it contains gold dust. 7 That path no bird knows, Nor has the falcon's eye seen it. 8 The proud lions
have not trodden it, Nor has the fierce lion passed over it. 9 He puts his hand on the flint; He
overturns the mountains at the roots. 10 He cuts out channels in the rocks, And his eye sees every
precious thing. 11 He dams up the streams from trickling; What is hidden he brings forth to light.

The wisdom that God has entrusted to all mankind: Through this human wisdom, man discovered the
hidden treasures deep within the earth.

Surely there is a mine for silver = meaning that man was able to extract these precious metals from the
depths of the earth (silver/gold/iron/copper).

And copper is smelted from ore = man obtains copper by smelting the ore (stone). Therefore, the stone
is the copper ore. Man puts an end to darkness = the darkness of the mines did not prevent man from
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reaching the depths of the mines. Rather, in His wisdom, He put an end to their darkness, reached their
depths, and examined them.

And searches every recess = "They searched in every far corner" (in the Jesuit translation). Meaning,
man went far in his search for minerals. ore in the darkness = the raw metals found in the darkness of
the mines. and the shadow of death = how many dangers face miners to this day, yet man has not
refrained from using the mines. In places forgotten by feet They hang far away from men; They swing
to and fro = They would dig holes in the mountains and hang down, tied with ropes, to great depths.
These mines were in uninhabited areas = far away from men.

As for the earth, from it comes bread, But underneath it is turned up as by fire = a contradiction
between what is above the mines, which is agricultural land, and what is happening below it of
excavation and crushing. They turned upside down as if it had been destroyed by fire. The imagery here
is that if a person discovers a mine in agricultural land, they will turn the land upside down, dig the mine,
and the agricultural land will become ruined and transformed into smelting furnaces. They leave the
remains of the smelting furnaces on the agricultural land, so it is completely destroyed. Its stones are
the source of sapphires, And it contains gold dust = what drives a person to turn upside down the
agricultural land is that he knows how to extract gems and gold from its interior.

That path no bird knows, Nor has the falcon's eye seen it = Falcons are famous for their keen eyesight;
they can see their prey from great distances. However, the eyes of the falcon did not discover these
mines. The proud lions have not trodden it, Nor has the fierce lion passed over it = That is, the lion,
despite its strength, was unable to dig one of these mines. The meaning of the two verses is that man,
although he does not have the keen eyesight of a falcon or the strength of a lion, through his wisdom,
he was able to obtain precious metals and gems from the depths of the earth. Falcons and lions, despite
their supernatural natural powers, are unable to acquire the wisdom that God gave to man to utilize the
land on which he lives. He puts his hand on the flint = a reference to the difficulties that miners face in
digging. He cuts out channels in the rocks = that is, he creates tunnels and passages inside the mines
because his eye sees every precious thing.

He dams up the streams from trickling = Man has invented ways to prevent the seepage of rivers so
that they do not spoil the mines, to extract all that is precious from their depths and What is hidden he
brings forth to light.

But despite all this human wisdom, he is unable to understand God's wisdom and why He allows evil to
the righteous and vice versa. There is another kind of wisdom, divine wisdom, and whoever possesses
this wisdom understands:

1. That if man strives hard to obtain gold and silver, enduring all these hardships to do so, how much
more must we strive to have a heavenly portion as an inheritance?

2. How do we understand God's wisdom to comprehend why He punishes the righteous and vice versa?
This is beyond our limited understanding, for God's secrets are only revealed to His beloved.
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3. How can we be beloved by God so that He reveals His secrets to us?

a) We must strive and force ourselves in our spiritual struggle, for the Kingdom of Heaven is by force
(Matthew 11: 12).

b) To fear God and not anger Him (Job 28: 28).

c) The more we strive, the more valuable our rewards. With little effort, a farmer can obtain wheat by
cultivating the land. But to obtain jewels and gold, the effort is greater.

(Verses 12-19): "But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? 13 Man
does not know its value, Nor is it found in the land of the living. 14 The deep says, 'lIt is not in me'; And
the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 15 It cannot be purchased for gold, Nor can silver be weighed for its
price. 16 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, In precious onyx or sapphire. 17 Neither gold nor
crystal can equal it, Nor can it be exchanged for jewelry of fine gold. 18 No mention shall be made of
coral or quartz, For the price of wisdom is above rubies. 19 The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, Nor
can it be valued in pure gold.

After Job spoke of the first kind of wisdom, he now speaks of the second kind, the divine wisdom that
God gives to those who love Him. God has given wisdom to all people, by which they can live, eat, and
extract all that is precious from the earth. However, there is a divine wisdom that only those who love
God receive, and so God loved them and gave it to them.

But where can wisdom be found? = The average person cannot obtain it. Man does not know its value
= It is mentioned in the Septuagint as its path. The two meanings are complementary. If he knew its
value, he would work hard and strive to find a way to obtain it. But few have known its true value. Nor is
it found in the land of the living = No one on earth can guide you to it. Its source is God alone. We
obtain it from the Bible and our study of it through our prayers and our fasting. We obtain it if we love
God and do all this with love.

The deep says, 'lIt is not in me' = According to the ancients, the deep is the sea surrounding the earth.
And the sea says, 'It is not with me.' = It is deeper than the depths of the oceans. If man is unable to
reach the depths of the sea, how can he reach the depths of God's wisdom? It is more precious than the
most precious things on earth. The most precious things on earth (gold, silver, agate, sapphire, coral,
etc.) only benefit man during his life on earth, which is a few days. As for divine wisdom, it benefits man
on earth and in heaven, granting him an inheritance in heaven. Here, Job mentions the most precious
pearls and gems, which were abundant in Egyptian antiquities. Because crystal was so scarce, glassware
and quartz were considered as precious as pearls.

God granted His church and His people the Holy Spirit to descend upon them, the Spirit of wisdom, to
reveal to them wondrous mysteries (1 Corinthians 2: 6-16). The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of wisdom (Isaiah
11: 2). He who is filled with the Spirit will be filled with wisdom.
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(Verses 20-28): "From where then does wisdom come? And where is the place of understanding? 21 It
is hidden from the eyes of all living, And concealed from the birds of the air. 22 Destruction and Death
say, 'We have heard a report about it with our ears.' 23 God understands its way, And He knows its
place. 24 For He looks to the ends of the earth, And sees under the whole heavens, 25 To establish a
weight for the wind, And apportion the waters by measure. 26 When He made a law for the rain, And
a path for the thunderbolt, 27 Then He saw wisdom and declared it; He prepared it, indeed, He
searched it out. 28 And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart
from evil is understanding.'

From where then does wisdom come? Job repeats the question, having previously asked the same
question in (verse 12). This is because of the importance of the question. He again explains the
impossibility of man attaining it on his own.

It is hidden from the eyes of all living = no matter how great their philosophy and knowledge are. And
concealed from the birds of the air = Because wisdom is very high, and birds fly high; this is a simile by
which he means, even if you rose like the birds of the sky, you would not find it, for it is much higher.
Destruction and Death say = Destruction is the place of Hades for the wicked, and death is the place of
Hades for the righteous. The point is that even those who have died cannot attain it. We have heard a
report about it with our ears = they have heard of it but have not attained it. And God alone knows it =
God understands its way, and God's knowledge is complete, and He alone governs the world. He is the
One who sees under the whole heavens, To establish a weight for the wind, And apportion the waters
by measure = God alone, who knows everything, determines the movements of the winds and waters,
making them destructive winds or a gentle, refreshing wind. Whether a flood is all good for agriculture,
a destructive flood, or a drought, we will not comprehend God's wisdom, but He, who sees everything,
can control everything.

Then He saw wisdom and declared it = God alone saw and knew wisdom and drew up a precise plan for
all His works from the beginning to the end. God laid out a plan by which the universe operates from the
beginning of time. Nothing operates randomly but according to a precise plan. He prepared it, indeed,
He searched it out = God prepared all things so that everything would proceed according to His perfect
divine plan. He searched it out; that is, He revealed it so that it would be visible to people. "The heavens
declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork." (see also Romans 1: 20). God taught
people that the path to this wisdom is:

the fear of the Lord. This is the only way to know or attain wisdom.

These verses are a prophecy about Christ:

The discussion here about wisdom refers to Christ, the hypostasis of Wisdom, the Logos (John 1:1, 2 +
Proverbs 8: 22, 23). Thus, we understand the previous verses as follows: "It is hidden from the eyes of
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all living, And concealed from the birds of the air. Destruction and Death say, 'We have heard a report
about it with our ears.' God understands its way" = No human being or any other creature, no matter
how high or sublime (the birds of the air express loftiness and sublimity), has known or seen God. "for
no man shall see Me, and live." as God said to Moses (Exodus 33). However, this verse reminds us of the
words of the Lord Jesus: "and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him." This signifies the unity
between the Father and the Son. This verse equates the Father with the Son and the Son with the
Father. It refers to the divinity of the Son (see Matthew 11:27).

No one in the Old Testament realized anything about the Son being incarnate. Rather, no one knew the
truth of the Trinity, that there is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and that the Son would be
incarnate. It was only God who knew and revealed glimpses of the incarnation of the Son, the Word, and
His redemption for humanity. This was through the prophets = Destruction and Death say, 'We have
heard a report about it with our ears.' = This means that even the dead now heard from the prophets
when they were alive on earth, but without realizing the truth of the incarnation of the Word. Then we
come to the verse that speaks about the incarnation: Then He saw wisdom and declared it; He
prepared it, indeed, He searched it out = God is the one who was seeking the salvation of mankind and
determined the plan of salvation through the incarnation of His Son, the Word. His saying He searched it
out means that He declared His Son, so He became apparent to people through His incarnation and
declared to the people His love that was made clear through the work of redemption. Do you want your
eyes to be opened and see the love of God? Then you must fear the Lord and shun evil = And to man He
said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart from evil is understanding.' With this
concept, the Father said to Christ's disciples on the day of his transfiguration, "Hear Him" ... "This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Hear Him!"

This chapter tells us about Christ the Word, the hypostasis of Wisdom, before He took a body.
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Chapter 29

Chapters 29, 30, and 31 have a sequence.

Chapter (29) tells us about Job and his happy days.

Chapter (30) tells us about Job's misery.

Chapter (31) tells us about his rejection of his friends' accusations.

He tells his friends how great, perfect, dignified, and noble he was. Then he tells them how he became
poor and destitute, all to make his friends pity him. He then justifies himself before them so that they do
not think the accusations they made against him were true. We note the following:

1. Job's mistake was to continue complaining and complaining about his suffering. This increases the
bitterness of the soul and multiplies his pain and sorrow, especially when he remembers his days of
prosperity. While the suffering person thinks he is comforting himself by complaining about his
condition, he is only increasing his bitterness without realizing it.

2. We notice in Job's speech that he speaks frequently of himself and his greatness, without mentioning
God at all or that God is the One who gave him. Therefore, we find that God, in wisdom, strips Job of
everything so that he can see himself for who he really is and remind him that his greatness comes from
God.

3. If we understand that chapter 28 speaks to us about the Person of Wisdom, chapter 29 speaks to us
about Christ, the righteous in His life, for He was without sin for which anyone could blame Him, then
Job, in his perfection, symbolized Christ. Then, chapter 30 speaks to us about Christ in suffering. In this,
we learn that Job symbolized Christ in His suffering. Chapter 31 explains that Christ's suffering was
without cause: "Which of you convicts Me of sin?" This is symbolic, but whoever justifies himself in this
way sins.

(Verses 1-5): Job further continued his discourse, and said: 2 "Oh, that | were as in months past, As in
the days when God watched over me; 3 When His lamp shone upon my head, And when by His light |
walked through darkness; 4 Just as | was in the days of my prime, When the friendly counsel of God
was over my tent; 5 When the Almighty was yet with me, When my children were around me;

Oh, that 1. .. in the days of my glory and wealth, | would have been in joy, and your reproaches would
have ceased. Here, he attributed his days of rest to God's protection of him. The signs of God's
protection of him were his great wealth. "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; The righteous run to it
and are safe." and take refuge in it. His lamp is a sign of His pleasure. His light is a sign that his days
were joyful and bright. They would hang the lamp in the middle of the tent, and it would give light
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throughout it, meaning that his whole life and all his affairs were prosperous. God gave Job assurances
that He was pleased with him = When the friendly counsel of God was over my tent = so he understood
that his wealth, children, and health were signs of God's pleasure. When they disappeared, what
increased his pain was that he felt that God was no longer pleased with him. Let us note that God is now
giving us signs of His love, which are a pledge of what we will have in heaven. the days of my prime =
the days of my youth and maturity. When the Almighty was yet with me = Job's mistaken idea was that
in his days of prosperity, God was with him, but in his days of suffering, God had abandoned him. yet
with me = He is still with me

(Verses 6-25): When my steps were bathed with cream, And the rock poured out rivers of oil for me! 7
"When | went out to the gate by the city, When | took my seat in the open square, 8 The young men
saw me and hid, And the aged arose and stood; 9 The princes refrained from talking, And put their
hand on their mouth; 10 The voice of nobles was hushed, And their tongue stuck to the roof of their
mouth. 11 When the ear heard, then it blessed me, And when the eye saw, then it approved me; 12
Because | delivered the poor who cried out, The fatherless and the one who had no helper. 13 The
blessing of a perishing man came upon me, And | caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 14 | put on
righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban. 15 | was eyes to the blind,
And | was feet to the lame. 16 | was a father to the poor, And | searched out the case that | did not
know. 17 | broke the fangs of the wicked, And plucked the victim from his teeth. 18 "Then | said, 'l
shall die in my nest, And multiply my days as the sand. 19 My root is spread out to the waters, And
the dew lies all night on my branch. 20 My glory is fresh within me, And my bow is renewed in my
hand.' 21 "Men listened to me and waited, And kept silence for my counsel. 22 After my words they
did not speak again, And my speech settled on them as dew. 23 They waited for me as for the rain,
And they opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain. 24 If | mocked at them, they did not believe
it, And the light of my countenance they did not cast down. 25 | chose the way for them, and sat as
chief; So | dwelt as a king in the army, As one who comforts mourners.

Here, Job describes his state during his prosperous days, which included much self-indulgence.

When my steps were bathed with cream = from the abundant produce in the pastures. And the rock
poured out rivers of oil for me! = The oil was so plentiful it was as if the rock were pouring it out. When
I went out to the gate by the city = the gate was the place of the nobles. Job would go there to seek
justice for the oppressed. This demonstrates Job's great position and that the people feared him. The
gate by the city was chosen as a location for the judges to sit, facilitating access for the oppressed to
seek justice. The young men saw me and hid = from his majesty, perhaps fearing him because he
punished wrongdoers. And the aged arose = out of respect. (If a prominent person is to be respected,
how should we stand before God in prayer?) The princes refrained from talking = out of respect to
listen to his words. When he spoke, he had the power to demonstrate wisdom, solve problems, and
reveal the truth. When the ear heard, then it blessed me = The princes heard his wisdom, so they
blessed him; and when he vindicated the poor with his justice, they also blessed him. The blessing of a
perishing man = meaning the one whom he saved from perishing by vindicating him, so his blessing,
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that is, his prayer, was upon him. | put on righteousness, and it clothed me = that is, his justice and
righteousness were always apparent on him, so they were like his garment without which he could not
be seen. My justice was like a robe and a turban = the turban refers to his thoughts and decisions, all of
which are justice. | was eyes to the blind = meaning a guide for those who have lost their way and do
not know what to do. And | was feet to the lame = meaning he who knows his way but cannot solve his
problem.

And | searched out the case that | did not know = meaning that he was fair even to strangers he did not
know. He makes every effort to do justice to any wronged person, and he punishes the oppressor = |
broke the fangs of the wicked. That is, he deprived the oppressor of the means of injustice by which he
preyed on his victim = And plucked the victim from his teeth.

In verse (18), what caused Job's hopes to revive was that he imagined his prosperity would continue.
Even if he was subjected to trials, he was certain that he would pass through them safely. He hoped that
his days would be long like those of the sand (the phoenix, in other translation, which is a mythical bird
that feeds on a deadly poisonous plant and does not die. It lives for 500 years, after which it burns itself
and its nest, and from the ashes it rises as beautiful as ever to live for another 500 years, and so on
without end). | shall die in my nest = meaning that he will remain safe in his nest, and even if trials befall
him, he will emerge stronger than before, like the phoenix. To illustrate his state and stability, he likened
himself to a tree surrounded by abundant water. There was no fear that it would dry up, and
consequently, there was no fear that the tree would die, as the waters from the ground was abundant,
as was the dew from the sky. My glory is fresh within me = meaning that God continued to bestow His
blessings upon him. Those around him had something new to say every day to praise and honour him.
God's blessings upon him were renewed every day. And my bow is renewed in my hand = meaning his
strength continued, troubling his enemies and vindicating the oppressed. In (verses 21-23) he indicates
that his words dripped with wisdom. they did not speak again = they did not find anything deficient in
what | said to complete or anything wrong to correct. We note that God gave Job a lot, and he also gave
to others. All men and servants of God should be like this, taking from God to give to others just as the
sky takes water vapour from the earth and returns it to the earth as rain. If | mocked at them, they did
not believe it = if you smile at them (according to the Jesuits). Those whom he smiles™ at consider
themselves happy. They would exchange the same smiles and feelings with him, and this would make
him happy = And the light of my countenance they did not cast down = meaning he was in complete
peace, happy with the people's love for him. | chose the way for them = He was a guide and a mentor
for the oppressed, and with his power, he was the dominant one who treated everyone fairly.

In this chapter, Job is a symbol of Christ, who is the Word of God and His wisdom, incarnated so that we
might see Him as one of us, a perfect and righteous human being who comforts the mourners. He is the
One who speaks, yet all lips are shut. He is the Ever-Living One who never dies, and even if He died, He
would inevitably rise again (this is what the story of the phoenix explains), a symbol of Christ's
resurrection and the length of His days, and a symbol of the resurrection of all believers whom Satan has
wronged.

Job's words here are prophecies about Christ.
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The words Job spoke earlier in this chapter contained a lot of arrogance, conceit, and self-importance
when he spoke them about himself. However, if they are understood to refer to Christ, of whom Job is a
symbol, they are a prophecy about Christ:

When my steps were bathed with cream = cream, or milk refers to instruction (1 Corinthians 3: 2), and
Christ is the teacher.

And the rock poured out rivers of oil for me = Christ is the rock (1 Corinthians 10: 4). Christ sent the
Holy Spirit, whose symbol is oil.

When the ear heard, then it blessed me = "And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the
people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes." (Matthew 7: 28, 29) + "And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from
the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which
nursed You!" (Luke 11: 27).

And when the eye saw, then it approved me = "Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw
His signs which He performed on those who were diseased." (John 6: 2) + "This man came to Jesus by
night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with him." (John 3: 2) + "And many of the people believed in Him, and
said, "When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man has done?" (John 7: 31)
+ "Therefore some of the Pharisees said, "This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the
Sabbath." Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among
them." (John 9: 16)

And I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy = the raising of the widow's son at Nain (Luke 7).

| put on righteousness, and it clothed me = even Pilate testified to Him, saying, "l find no fault in Him."
(John 19: 4). Pilate's wife also testified to this, "Have nothing to do with that just Man" (Matthew 27:
19). And the Lord said about Himself, "Which of you convicts Me of sin?" (John 8: 46).

| was eyes to the blind, And | was feet to the lame = these were fulfilled in the miracles of healing.

| was a father to the poor = "For some thought, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus had said
to him, "Buy those things we need for the feast," or that he should give something to the poor." (John
13: 29). Despite his poverty and that of his disciples, Christ gave to the poor from what was in the box.

I broke the fangs of the wicked, And plucked the victim from his teeth = Christ snatched the Church
from the teeth of Satan and shattered his power.

And multiply my days as the sand = The sand in other translations is the phoenix which is a reference to
His resurrection from the dead.

And my bow is renewed in my hand = Christ, after His resurrection, appeared in the form of glory and
sat at the right hand of the Father.
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After my words they did not speak again = "And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished
at His teaching ... And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare
guestion Him anymore." (Matthew 22: 33-46).

After my words they did not speak again, And my speech settled on them as dew. 23 They waited for
me as for the rain, And they opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain = "But Simon Peter
answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life." (John 6: 68)

And the light of my countenance they did not cast down = The light of Christ's countenance was seen
and understood by the little children when he entered Jerusalem, and they cried out, "Hosanna to the
Son of David!" The simple and humble understood it and spread their garments before Him. As for the
arrogant and haughty Pharisees, they did not see the light of His countenance and did not accept him.
Instead, they said, "You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!""
(John 12:19)

| chose the way for them, and sat as chief; So | dwelt as a king in the army, As one who comforts
mourners = Christ, through His redemption, became the chief of the Church and king over the hearts of
all who believe in Him. The Church became like a striving army fighting the enemy of good. Christ
became our way leading us to heaven, and He dwelt in the Church every day. "For where two or three
are gathered together in My name, | am there in the midst of them." (Matthew 18: 20). He sent the Holy
Spirit to comforts us amid the troubles and pains of this world.
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Chapter 30

Here, we find the suffering of Job as a symbol of the suffering of Christ.

In this chapter, we see a reverse image of the previous chapter, a picture in which we see Job's
suffering, but when compared to his previous prosperity, his suffering becomes even more wretched.
While the great once honoured him, we now find the despised mocking him. According to Job's
mistaken notion, he believed this was because God was pleased with him and now angry with him and
that nothing awaited him now but death. All of this came upon him despite his previous perfection.

(Verses 1-8): "But now they mock at me, men younger than |, Whose fathers | disdained to put with
the dogs of my flock. 2 Indeed, what profit is the strength of their hands to me? Their vigor has
perished. 3 They are gaunt from want and famine, Fleeing late to the wilderness, desolate and waste,
4 Who pluck mallow by the bushes, And broom tree roots for their food. 5 They were driven out from
among men, They shouted at them as at a thief. 6 They had to live in the clefts of the valleys, In caves
of the earth and the rocks. 7 Among the bushes they brayed, Under the nettles they nestled. 8 They
were sons of fools, Yes, sons of vile men; They were scourged from the land.

What increased his pain was that the despised and the lowly people laughed at him = Whose fathers |
disdained to put with the dogs of my flock = meaning that he would not trust them with guarding his
sheep while he trusted his dogs with that (this is difficult talk, full of arrogance). While he was
encouraging such people with his laughter, they are now mocking him. And those who mocked him
were completely useless, for they have neither strength nor wisdom = Indeed, what profit is the
strength of their hands to me? = | did not benefit from any of them, so they were of no use. Their vigor
has perished = old age is famous for wisdom, meaning that even their elders were without wisdom.

He continues describing those who mock him, saying, They are gaunt from want and famine = They are
emaciated from their want, poverty, and the famine they are in. Fleeing late to the wilderness = they
sweat and toil in the barren, desolate desert since long ago, hoping to find something to eat. This verse
is translated as follows in the (Jesuit) "And want and famine made them sweat, and they sweat the
desolate, swollen wasteland of old," meaning that in their poverty and famine, they work with their
hands in the deserted, dry ruins, digging in them, hoping to find something to eat. In another
translation, "Because of want and famine, they lived isolated, wandering in the barren wilderness." Who
pluck mallow = a plant that is not precisely known, and from the name, it is clear that it is a sour plant
and they used to eat its roots. This is an indication of the insignificance of their food. They were rejected
by society because of their evil and shameful behaviour (lying/stealing ... etc.).

They shouted at them as at a thief = They flee into the wilderness from people and take cover among
the thorny brambles that wound them as they flee from their pursuers. they brayed = He likened their
shouting and flight into the wilderness to that of a wild donkey. sons of vile men = their reputation is
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bad, as the name refers to their character, and thus all people reject them. They were scourged from
the land = they were expelled from the land after being scourged as a form of discipline. Scourging is for
the most contemptible of people. How painful it is that a contemptible person like this would scorn one
who is great like Job. But isn't this what happened with Christ, who was hit by the high priest's servant?
A servant of servants slaps the Holy and Righteous One. These are truly boastful words from Job, but if
we look at them as prophetic words, we see an image of the ugliness of what happened to the holy
Christ.

(Verses 9-15): "And now | am their taunting song; Yes, | am their byword. 10 They abhor me, they
keep far from me; They do not hesitate to spit in my face. 11 Because He has loosed my bowstring and
afflicted me, They have cast off restraint before me. 12 At my right hand the rabble arises; They push
away my feet, And they raise against me their ways of destruction. 13 They break up my path, They
promote my calamity; They have no helper. 14 They come as broad breakers; Under the ruinous storm
they roll along. 15 Terrors are turned upon me; They pursue my honor as the wind, And my prosperity
has passed like a cloud.

And now | am their taunting song; Yes, | am their byword = It became a joke in their mouths that they
mock. The most despicable thing is for someone to turn other people's pain into a joke.

They abhor me = Perhaps he passed judgment on one of them when he was sitting at the gate. they
keep far from me = They now despise me and flee from me because of my smell. They do not hesitate
to spit in my face = Compare with (Matthew 26: 67). Because He has loosed my bowstring = God is the
one who gave them free rein. He is the one who took away his bow and the power that they feared. God
left me in pain, and they understood that this was a sign of God's wrath, so they could do whatever they
wanted after God removed his honour. They have cast off restraint before me = They took away the
reins, meaning they no longer had limits to stop at in their mockery of me, so they did whatever they
wanted to do. At my right hand the rabble arises = The rabble are the young ones. This pained Job so
greatly that even their young ones despised him. Rather, they were pushing him aside so they could pass
by, perhaps because of their previous hatred or contempt for his appearance, without regard for his age
or previous dignity. (All of this is symbolic of the contempt our master suffered from his servants). And
they raise against me their ways of destruction = These actions of theirs will lead me to ruin, that is,
complete devastation. They break up my path = because of their grudge against me, stemming from my
previous just judgments; now, in my weakness, they are trying to make my life miserable with their
plots. They have no helper = No one to repel them from me, so | cannot be saved from them. Let us
remember that many times he treated those who were wronged by them with justice and guidance;
now, they despise them (a symbol of Christ who went about doing good and then they crucified him).
They come as broad breakers; Under the ruinous storm they roll along = | was in my previous position
and wealth as if under the protection of the wall of his city, and now, because of what God has
permitted, it is as if the wall has been broken. broad breakers = A crack in the earth resulting from an
earthquake, for example. The meaning is that the actions of these people against me have caused me a
severe breakdown, as if an earthquake had split the earth into a wide crack. They were outside like an
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army waiting for this moment, so as soon as the wall collapsed, they rushed against me. the ruinous =
the wreckage of the wall, and his saying they roll along means they enter from the breach in the wall in
large numbers, rushing in joy as if they have triumphed over it (let us now consider the They pursue my
honor as the wind = the horrors have driven away all my hope of comfort like the wind they have
carried everything away. The horrors were like a wind that drove away the existing cloud. So, His
blessings were like a cloud that quickly vanished.

(Verses 16-24): "And now my soul is poured out because of my plight; The days of affliction take hold
of me. 17 My bones are pierced in me at night, And my gnawing pains take no rest. 18 By great force
my garment is disfigured; It binds me about as the collar of my coat. 19 He has cast me into the mire,
And | have become like dust and ashes. 20 "I cry out to You, but You do not answer me; | stand up,
and You regard me. 21 But You have become cruel to me; With the strength of Your hand You oppose
me. 22 You lift me up to the wind and cause me to ride on it; You spoil my success. 23 For | know that
You will bring me to death, And to the house appointed for all living. 24 "Surely He would not stretch
out His hand against a heap of ruins, If they cry out when He destroys it.

my soul is poured out = from the intensity of his psychological pain, it poured out, i.e. his soul was
poured out with no hope of return. This is what is called a psychological breakdown, like water poured
on the ground, and this is evidence of his inability to bear anything else (Psalm 22: 14). The Arabs liken
the heart of a frightened person to melt like water. The meaning of Job's words here is that my pains
have made me completely consumed. The days of affliction take hold of me = possessed me, and
gripped me completely to the point of suffocation. My bones are pierced in me at night = His pains
reached his bones, piercing them like a sword, so he could not sleep at night. And my gnawing pains
take no rest = i.e. they do not sleep or not calm down = my veins do not sleep. By great force my
garment is disfigured = his garment became too wide for him because of his extreme thinness. It binds
me about as the collar of my coat = meaning my pains surrounded me from every side, just as a collar
surrounds a person. He has cast me into the mire = the dirt mixed with his sores. What hurt him most
was God's lack of response to him =1 cry out to You, but You do not answer me. Still, the abundance of
complaints increases the bitterness in the heart, and this is what happened to him here, so we find him
after this complaint of his pains directing a very difficult word to God that said But You have become
cruel to me = meaning your heart has become merciless towards me. With the strength of Your hand
You oppose me = he puts all his strength against Job to fight him.

You lift me up to the wind = Here, he depicts that his blows were severe and like the wind and that God
cast him like a feather in the wind or chaff that the wind scatters here and there. And God remains harsh
with him with no hope of an answer until death = For | know that You will bring me to death. Then he
says, And | in these pains | cry out, seeking the grave = Surely He would not stretch out His hand against
a heap of ruins = So he seeks it, but God does not give it to him. And in the Jesuit translation = "And in
the destruction of man is his salvation." By this, Job intends to depict the state of despair of God's
answer to him and that God will leave him in this torment until he dies, so let God shorten the period of
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his life in this torment and bring him death quickly, and this will be as if God is extending his hand to him
to relieve him.

(Verses 25-31): Have | not wept for him who was in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the poor? 26
But when | looked for good, evil came to me; And when | waited for light, then came darkness. 27 My
heart is in turmoil and cannot rest; Days of affliction confront me. 28 | go about mourning, but not in
the sun; | stand up in the assembly and cry out for help. 29 | am a brother of jackals, And a companion
of ostriches. 30 My skin grows black and falls from me; My bones burn with fever. 31 My harp is
turned to mourning, And my flute to the voice of those who weep.

Have | not wept for him who was in trouble? = | have shown my compassion to people experiencing
trouble, will You not show Your compassion toward me? But when | looked for good, evil came to me =
Because of my perfection and compassion, | hoped to increase Your blessings upon me, and behold, all
these evils came upon me. My heart is in turmoil and cannot rest = This may be understood literally as
meaning the pain of his entrails, or it may be understood as the turmoil of his emotions and passions.
The heart refers to emotions (Isaiah 16: 11 + Isaiah 63: 15 + Philippians 2:1). Days of affliction confront
me = The days of affliction came without warning. The days of affliction preceded the days of joy that |
had been waiting for; rather, they did not come. Instead, humiliation and pain came. My skin grows
black = As a result of my illness, not as a result of a scorching sun. | stand up in the assembly and cry
out for help = Even amid his friends, he could not stop himself from crying, meaning his tears were
continuous. | am a brother of jackals = Because of his frequent crying, he resembled wolves and
ostriches, which never cease to howl even though they live alone in the wilderness. My skin grows black
= black and rough to the touch. My bones burn with fever = like someone who has a constant fever.
And his body is feverish. My harp is turned to mourning = my joys turned into sorrows. My harp = a
musical instrument that symbolizes joy.
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Chapter 31

In this chapter, Job testifies to his own righteousness and defends himself from all the wrongdoings his
friends unjustly attributed to him (Example of Accusations in Job 6: 22). In his self-justification, he asks
that God punish him severely if he had committed any of the sins he denies. He even defends himself by
saying that he did not even commit secret sins—sins that no one testified to him committing, and
therefore, no one can hold him accountable. He explains that he feared sin because he feared God.

(Verses 1-12): "I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should | look upon a young woman? 2
For what is the allotment of God from above, And the inheritance of the Almighty from on high? 3 Is it
not destruction for the wicked, And disaster for the workers of iniquity? 4 Does He not see my ways,
And count all my steps? 5 "If | have walked with falsehood, Or if my foot has hastened to deceit, 6 Let
me be weighed on honest scales, That God may know my integrity. 7 If my step has turned from the
way, Or my heart walked after my eyes, Or if any spot adheres to my hands, 8 Then let me sow, and
another eat; Yes, let my harvest be rooted out. 9 "If my heart has been enticed by a woman, Or if |
have lurked at my neighbor's door, 10 Then let my wife grind for another, And let others bow down
over her. 11 For that would be wickedness; Yes, it would be iniquity deserving of judgment. 12 For
that would be a fire that consumes to destruction, And would root out all my increase.

(Verse 1): "I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should | look upon a young woman?

The lust of the flesh and the love of the world are two rocks that many fall upon, and here, Job defends
himself by saying that he did not fall into them. In this verse, he defends himself by saying that he did
not lust after his neighbour's wife or any woman but rather was faithful to his wife. He protected himself
from the first step of sin, which is the looking. Whoever wants to keep their heart pure must first protect
their eyes, for they are the path and gateway to the heart. We note that Job was speaking here in the
spirit of the New Testament and the teachings of Jesus Christ: "But | say to you that whoever looks at a
woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart." Job restrained his eyes
from looking lustfully so as not to inflame the desires of his heart.

(Verse 2): For what is the allotment of God from above, And the inheritance of the Almighty from on
high?

He says why he preferred to live a pure life and prevented himself from looking at a virgin because he
knew that every sin that angers God prevents him from receiving the blessings of heaven. For what is
the allotment of God from above = That is, what can the sinner expect from the blessings of heaven?
The sinner does not expect blessings, whether earthly or heavenly, after death.

(Verse 3): Is it not destruction for the wicked, And disaster for the workers of iniquity?
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Here is the answer to the question: For what is the allotment of God from above (verse 2)? The answer
is destruction instead of blessing. The sinner may be indifferent to the consequences of sin, but the fate
of Sodom and Gomorrah testifies that the consequences of sin are terrifying. disaster = severe
punishments and calamities.

(Verse 4): Does He not see my ways, And count all my steps?

He feels that God is always watching him and that nothing is hidden from him, and so was Joseph
(Genesis 39: 9). Here, Job declares his faith in God, from whom nothing is hidden, meaning that His
knowledge is unlimited. He count all my steps = meaning that God weighs every one of my deeds and
holds me accountable for what is good and what is evil.

(Verse 5): "If I have walked with falsehood, Or if my foot has hastened to deceit,

Job exonerates himself from having acquired any wealth through fraud or lying. He believes that
whatever he has acquired through fraud will inevitably be lost.

(Verse 6): Let me be weighed on honest scales, That God may know my integrity.

Confident in his faithfulness, he wishes God would weigh his every step to declare his righteousness and
this will honour him. Here, he calls God to witness to the truth of his words, implying that God has
wronged him by inflicting these sufferings upon him.

(Verse 7): If my step has turned from the way, Or my heart walked after my eyes, Or if any spot
adheres to my hands,

He says here that he did not deviate from the path of honesty but rather bound himself to the path of
righteousness. His heart did not follow the lust of his eyes, nor did he covet what was not his. He did not
stain his hands with anything wrong; that is, he did not obtain anything dishonestly, nor did he keep
anything that did not belong to him. He did not stain his hands with the wages of his servants, whom he
did not wrong. He paid their wages and did not withhold them from them. Note his saying, "Or my heart
walked after my eyes" = Job's ethics at the New Testament level. He does not only consider the sins he
commits to be sins, but he also considers against himself what he thought in his heart.

(Verse 8): Then let me sow, and another eat; Yes, let my harvest be rooted out.

He says that if he had committed any sin, God would punish him by making him lose everything. my
harvest = my offspring and everything | own.

(Verses 9-10): "If my heart has been enticed by a woman, Or if | have lurked at my neighbor's door, 10
Then let my wife grind for another, And let others bow down over her.

If my heart has been enticed by a woman = We see that all sins stem from an enticed heart. Or if | have
lurked at my neighbor's door = that is, he did not plot to commit adultery with his neighbour's wife.
Then let my wife grind for another = that is, she becomes a slave to another master, as grinding is the
work of female slaves, and a female slave is a concubine to her master, who has the right to lie with her.
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And let others bow down over her = that is, if | did this with my neighbour's wife, let him do the same
with my wife.

(Verse 11): For that would be wickedness; Yes, it would be iniquity deserving of judgment.

In Job's view, adultery is a despicable crime that angers God and brings ruin upon man (both spiritually
and physically). We can see the devastation that befell the house of David because of his adultery with
Bathsheba. This crime kills the conscience, deprives man of all natural joys, and distances him from God.

(Verse 12): For that would be a fire that consumes to destruction, And would root out all my increase.

We see him portray adultery as a fire that consumes until final destruction. Lust is a fire of the soul that
burns up those it controls and dominates, completely removing all their comfort. Rather, it ignites the
fire of God's wrath that leads to the eternal destruction of the soul. Flaming lusts bring fiery judgments
against man (Sodom and Gomorrah). a fire that consumes to destruction = this is what the wise man
said, "Can a man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned?" (Proverbs 6: 27).

(Verses 13-23): "If | have despised the cause of my male or female servant When they complained
against me, 14 What then shall | do when God rises up? When He punishes, how shall | answer Him?
15 Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One fashion us in the womb?
16 "If | have kept the poor from their desire, Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 17 Or eaten my
morsel by myself, So that the fatherless could not eat of it 18 (But from my youth | reared him as a
father, And from my mother's womb | guided the widow); 19 If | have seen anyone perish for lack of
clothing, Or any poor man without covering; 20 If his heart has not blessed me, And if he was not
warmed with the fleece of my sheep; 21 If | have raised my hand against the fatherless, When | saw |
had help in the gate; 22 Then let my arm fall from my shoulder, Let my arm be torn from the socket.
23 For destruction from God is a terror to me, And because of His magnificence | cannot endure.

(Verse 13): "If | have despised the cause of my male or female servant When they complained against
me,

We find him treating his servants fairly and giving them their rights, even if they complained about him.
He did not consider his servants merely as something to be owned.

(Verse 14): What then shall | do when God rises up? When He punishes, how shall | answer Him?
We find his justice with his servants due to his fear of God.

(Verse 15): Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One fashion us in the
womb?

Here is a Christian view of the slave system. Job and his servants have one master, God. Therefore, they
are all brothers, he and his servants. The Old Testament permitted slavery, and from what Job said, we
understand that the slavery system was not according to God's intention when He created man. Here is
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a man from the Old Testament, before the law, speaking words that contain the correct thought about
slaves and their relationship with their masters, and that they are brothers (Galatians 3: 28 + Ephesians
6: 9). Rather, he made friends for himself with the mammon of unrighteousness.

(Verse 16): "If I have kept the poor from their desire, Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail,

He defends himself against what Eliphaz said. Eliphaz accused him of oppressing the poor and widows,
so he says that he fulfilled their desires = If | have kept the poor from their desire.

Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail = he did not wait for the widow to ask him, but rather, he
understood her need from the look in her eyes and fulfilled it, or he did not leave her waiting in vain.

(Verse 17): Or eaten my morsel by myself, So that the fatherless could not eat of it
He used to eat with the fatherless.

(Verse 18): (But from my youth | reared him as a father, And from my mother's womb | guided the
widow);

We find him raising orphans as if he were a father to them. And from my mother's womb | guided the
widow = meaning that he learned acts of mercy towards orphans and widows from his mother's womb;
he was born with this, and it is woven into his nature. | guided the widow = | guided her, and this may
refer to the widow or to any orphan he cares for as a father.

(Verse 19-20): If | have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, Or any poor man without covering; 20
If his heart has not blessed me, And if he was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep;

He did not leave anyone naked without clothing him, and when his loins were warm, the poor man
blessed him; that is, he prayed for blessings for him.

(Verse 21): If | have raised my hand against the fatherless, When | saw | had help in the gate;

If | have raised my hand against the fatherless = | did not wrong an orphan, or raise my hand against
him to harm him in the days of my glory. When | saw | had help in the gate = when the judges gathered
around me and everyone wished to please me, | did not take advantage of my acquaintances to wrong
anyone.

(Verse 22): Then let my arm fall from my shoulder, Let my arm be torn from the socket.

If he had oppressed a widow or an orphan, then let him be afflicted with severe diseases, let my arm fall
= let my flesh rot on my bones, and Let my arm be torn = And Job saw that it was only right that the arm
that had been lifted up against the poor man should be broken.

(Verse 23): For destruction from God is a terror to me, And because of His magnificence | cannot
endure.
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He did not wrong anyone because he feared God and His punishment for the oppressor. The oppressor
imagines that there is no one greater than him to hold him accountable, but Job feels that God's eyes
are on him all day.

(Verses 24-25): "If | have made gold my hope, Or said to fine gold, 'You are my confidence'; 25 If | have
rejoiced because my wealth was great, And because my hand had gained much;

(Verse 24): "If | have made gold my hope, Or said to fine gold, 'You are my confidence';

Job had abundant wealth, but he did not rely on it for his sustenance. This verse is the same teaching of
Jesus (Mark 10: 24). Anyone who relies on his wealth is an idolater, and no one can worship both God
and wealth (See Colossians 3: 5). The same concept is also found in the following verse.

(Verse 25): If | have rejoiced because my wealth was great, And because my hand had gained much;

Job did not rejoice in the increase of his wealth.

(Verses 26-28): If | have observed the sun when it shines, Or the moon moving in brightness, 27 So
that my heart has been secretly enticed, And my mouth has kissed my hand; 28 This also would be an
iniquity deserving of judgment, For | would have denied God who is above.

He denies the accusation of paganism against himself. He never practiced any pagan rituals, nor did his
heart ever deviate after them. Sun and moon worship was widespread in Job's time, and the
temptations in such worship are abound. Job, however, did not view the sun or moon as gods to be
amazed by but rather as God's creations. He looked to their Creator and praised Him for His great works.
[The worship of celestial bodies is the oldest form of worship, and celestial bodies are called Tsaba, from
which comes the worship of celestial bodies (Sabaism). In response to these forms of worship, the Jews
called God "Lord of Sabaoth," for they were His creation, and He was their Lord and Creator.]

And my mouth has kissed my hand = a widespread pagan sign of veneration for the sun and moon. [It
may have originated from the fact that pagans kissed calves (Hosea 13: 2 + 1 Kings 19: 18). And because
man would not reach the sun and the moon, he would kiss his hand instead of kissing his gods, the sun
and the moon]. Job sees that whoever does that deserves public judgment from the judges (verse 28):
This also would be an iniquity deserving of judgment, For | would have denied God who is above. So
that everyone will be deterred.

(Verses 29-40): "If | have rejoiced at the destruction of him who hated me, Or lifted myself up when
evil found him 30 (Indeed I have not allowed my mouth to sin By asking for a curse on his soul); 31 If
the men of my tent have not said, 'Who is there that has not been satisfied with his meat?' 32 (But no
sojourner had to lodge in the street, For | have opened my doors to the traveler); 33 If | have covered
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my transgressions as Adam, By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 34 Because | feared the great
multitude, And dreaded the contempt of families, So that | kept silence And did not go out of the
door—35 Oh, that | had one to hear me! Here is my mark. Oh, that the Almighty would answer me,
That my Prosecutor had written a book! 36 Surely | would carry it on my shoulder, And bind it on me
like a crown; 37 | would declare to Him the number of my steps; Like a prince | would approach Him.
38 "If my land cries out against me, And its furrows weep together; 39 If | have eaten its fruit without
money, Or caused its owners to lose their lives; 40 Then let thistles grow instead of wheat, And weeds
instead of barley." The words of Job are ended.

Job did not take revenge on his enemies, nor did he gloat over them if a calamity befell them. This is
what is said in (Proverbs 24: 17, 18 + 25: 21). He who gloats over his enemy brings himself ruin. In the
New Testament, Christ commanded, "Love your enemies." Job's thinking in this was more sublime than
that of the Pharisees who preached, "You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy." (Matthew 5:
43). In (verse 30), he did not ask for any curse to befall any of his enemies. In (verse 31), we see an
example of how a person can win friends with unrighteous wealth. In (verse 32), we find that the
hospitality of strangers, which Abraham and Lot did and which our teacher Peter recommended in the
New Testament, was done by Job (1 Peter 4: 9). In (verse 33), he defends himself against the accusation
of hypocrisy, for he only showed what he concealed. This is what he was accused of by Zophar (Job 20:
12). In (verse 34), he defends himself against the accusation of cowardice, for he did not fear anyone, no
matter how large a crowd they were. It is cowardly to hide the truth, or to withhold the testimony of
truth when it should be declared, or not to give the oppressed his right for fear of the public. Job feared
God and was not afraid of the uproar of the oppressors. And dreaded the contempt of families = He
was not afraid of their humiliation, but he bore witness to the truth even if it bothered them, so they
humiliated him.

In (verse 35), Job presents his case to God. He presents his entire case and proves his innocence. Here is
my mark, as if signing a request to bring the case before God, awaiting His answer = Oh, that the
Almighty would answer me.

In (verse 36), if he finds a complaint written by an opponent, that is, if someone accuses him of any sin,
Surely | would carry it on my shoulder; that is, | will bear all its consequences and punishments. But if
my innocence of this complaint is proven, And bind it on me like a crown = a crown that crowns all my
righteous deeds. Job exaggerated his perfection, and this was a response to his friends, who
exaggerated in their condemnation of him.

In (verse 37), out of the certainty of his innocence and perfection, he was prepared to give his
opponents an account of every step of his life. He was not ashamed of any action, but rather Like a
prince | would approach Him.

In (verses 38-40), he says that his land did not cry out at him, meaning that he did not wrong anyone to
usurp them (Habakkuk 2: 9-11). The cry of the land here is as if it is seeking revenge on the oppressor as
if the land is a witness against the oppressor and condemns him with its cry. Then, he depicts the subject
poetically, adding = And its furrows weep together (the lines of its plowing according to the Jesuit
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translation). Meaning that the entire land weeps if injustice has occurred to its owner. Or caused its
owners to lose their lives = the owner of the land was killed to usurp it, as happened with Naboth. If |
have eaten its fruit without money = means he bought the land and did not usurp it.

In (verse 40), the judgment he would pass on himself if he committed any of the aforementioned
mistakes.

The words of Job are ended = Job concludes his defence of himself here. Job will not appear again in the
dialogue until he confesses before God that he is a sinner.
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Chapter 32

Chapters 32-37 are Elihu's speech.

Elihu spoke after Job's conversation with his friends ended. Neither Job admitted his sin nor did his
friends give up their case. Elihu was the youngest of those present and apologized for being the
youngest, yet he still expressed an opinion. He spoke for the following reasons:

1. Because Job's friends were unable to respond to Job.
2. Because Job justified himself in every way and blamed God.

3. He did not condemn Job like his friends but rather introduced a new consideration into the discussion:
that suffering is discipline from God. And discipline is a sign of love.

4. He spoke because he found the answer within himself and could not suppress it.

5. Because he was furious because no one honoured God, either Job or the friends, many of his words
might be interpreted as stemming from arrogance or pride. On the contrary, we find Elihu humble filled
with wisdom, discernment, and knowledge of God. He did not interrupt the elders while they were
speaking but rather spoke last. However, his anger was directed at the harsh words Job had spoken
against God, justifying himself. According to the logic of Job's friends, they had no answer to Job's
justification for the disasters other than their accusations of evil, which caused him to rage furiously
against them and even against God himself.

Elihu's words were very convincing. He spoke without sinning, and so Job did not respond to him as he
did to his other friends, nor did his friends respond to him. Rather, while God, when He spoke, directed
blame at the remaining friends, He did not direct any blame at all at Elihu (Job 42: 7).

(Verse 1): So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.

Job's friends stopped talking because they found Job righteous in his own eyes. It was impossible to
argue with such a man. Job's friends saw that continuing the discussion was futile; neither they nor Job
could convince each other.

(Verses 2-5): Then the wrath of Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was
aroused against Job; his wrath was aroused because he justified himself rather than God. 3 Also
against his three friends his wrath was aroused, because they had found no answer, and yet had
condemned Job. 4 Now because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job. 5
When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath was aroused.
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Elihu = He is my God. Barachel = Blessing of God. the Buzite = A descendant of Buz, son of Nahor,
brother of Abraham (Genesis 22: 21). They are from the tribes of Arabia (Jeremiah 25: 23, 24). He was a
relative of Abraham and a young man, but he was fervent in spirit. He spoke so that everyone would
recognize their mistakes and offer repentance. He condemned Job because he did not speak about God
with the reverence they should have and because Job justified himself more than God. He struggled to
prove his own righteousness, but he did not care to prove God's righteousness and did not justify God
from the error in his trial (Job's words indicate that God had erred in putting him through this trial). He
cared about his own honour more than God's. The correct way to deal with God is for us to seek God's
glory, and God is the one who justifies us. Elihu condemned his friends because they did not respond to
Job gently, because they insisted that he was a wicked hypocrite, and because their arguments were
weak. He condemned everyone because each side insisted that the other side was wrong. Each one was
looking for a flaw in what the other said and exaggerating that mistake without examining the positive
points that each one had made. We note Elihu's correct behaviour. He did not intervene in the
discussion until the elders had finished speaking. He respected them because of their advanced age,
even though he could see their mistakes in the discussion. This indicates his humility. Elihu spoke
because God had revealed it to him, so his subsequent silence was a hesitation in bearing witness to
God.

(Verses 6-22): So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, answered and said: "l am young in years, and
you are very old; Therefore | was afraid, And dared not declare my opinion to you. 7 | said, 'Age
should speak, And multitude of years should teach wisdom.' 8 But there is a spirit in man, And the
breath of the Almighty gives him understanding. 9 Great men are not always wise, Nor do the aged
always understand justice. 10 "Therefore | say, 'Listen to me, | also will declare my opinion.' 11 Indeed
| waited for your words, | listened to your reasonings, while you searched out what to say. 12 | paid
close attention to you; And surely not one of you convinced Job, Or answered his words— 13 Lest you
say, 'We have found wisdom'; God will vanquish him, not man. 14 Now he has not directed his words
against me; So | will not answer him with your words. 15 "They are dismayed and answer no more;
Words escape them. 16 And | have waited, because they did not speak, Because they stood still and
answered no more. 17 | also will answer my part, | too will declare my opinion. 18 For | am full of
words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 Indeed my belly is like wine that has no vent; It is ready to
burst like new wineskins. 20 | will speak, that | may find relief; | must open my lips and answer. 21 Let
me not, | pray, show partiality to anyone; Nor let me flatter any man. 22 For | do not know how to
flatter, Else my Maker would soon take me away.

(Verse 7): | said, 'Age should speak, And multitude of years should teach wisdom.'
He admits that the older the days, the wiser.
(Verse 8): But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.

But there is a spirit in man = This means that the source of human knowledge is not just one's own
experience, but rather the Holy Spirit's guidance. There is a divine source of knowledge within man.
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Elihu knew that he was subject to God and, therefore, that God's Spirit guided him. In this respect, both
great and small are equal.

(Verse 9): Great men are not always wise, Nor do the aged always understand justice.

The point is that the experience that the elderly gain through age is nothing compared to the divine
revelation that He spoke about in (verse 8). Indeed, if a person were to distance himself from God, he
would lose his wisdom completely, despite his age.

(Verse 10): "Therefore | say, 'Listen to me, | also will declare my opinion.’
Listen to me = because | know that the Holy Spirit taught me what to say.

(Verses 11-12): Indeed | waited for your words, I listened to your reasonings, while you searched out
what to say. 12 | paid close attention to you; And surely not one of you convinced Job, Or answered
his words—

He kept quiet, waiting for his friends to respond to Job, but they didn't. The reason was that they
weren't looking for God's glory, the right answer, or divine wisdom. Instead, their only concern was
trying to prove Job's evil to confirm their theory. Job's mistake was also that he didn't try to search for
divine wisdom to guide him as to the cause of his suffering. Instead, all his attempts were focused on
justifying himself. The discussion had turned into a personal competition. When we have a motive other
than seeking God's glory, we lose the sensitivity to listen to the voice of God's Spirit within us. Elihu was
not wrong in this.

(Verse 13): Lest you say, 'We have found wisdom'; God will vanquish him, not man.

Lest you say, 'We have found wisdom' = Do not say that we have found irresistible wisdom in Job's
words, and do not say that we have wisdom because of our advanced years. For if you remain silent, Job
will truly think that he is righteous and that God erred in His testing of Job. God will vanquish him, not
man = The response to him will be with divine wisdom, in a voice that | hear from God, not with human
experiences and wisdom.

(Verse 14): Now he has not directed his words against me; So | will not answer him with your words.

Now he has not directed his words against me = The problem between Job and his friends was that the
dialogue turned into a personal conflict between them. Elihu says | am outside this conflict, and there is
no hostility between me and Job, and he did not direct any accusation at me in his speeches. So | will
not answer him with your words = | will not accuse Job of being a hypocrite and evil as you did.

(Verses 15-16): "They are dismayed and answer no more; Words escape them. 16 And | have waited,
because they did not speak, Because they stood still and answered no more.

What prompted Elihu to speak was that they remained silent while he found the matter very clear. The
speech here is in the third person, so perhaps Elihu was speaking to others present and addressing
them, or he was communing with God and speaking on their behalf.
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(Verses 17-20): | also will answer my part, | too will declare my opinion. 18 For | am full of words; The
spirit within me compels me. 19 Indeed my belly is like wine that has no vent; It is ready to burst like
new wineskins. 20 | will speak, that | may find relief; | must open my lips and answer.

Elihu waited for someone to express the correct opinion that would settle the matter but did not find
any. However, he found the correct response within himself, and he could not suppress it, for it was like
a fire inside him. Thus, whoever God commands to speak words to bear witness to, he cannot suppress
them, and if he does, they are like a fire inside him (Jeremiah 20: 9 + Psalm 39: 3). For | am full of words
= When the elders were silent, God filled the young Elihu, for God does not leave Himself without a
witness. God filled him, so he had to speak, and if he did not, he would feel as if he was about to burst =
Indeed my belly is like wine that has no vent; It is ready to burst like new wineskins, and there is no
way to calm down except to speak =1 will speak, that | may find relief. The Holy Spirit gives him the
words to speak and prompts him to speak. He gives the word and the power to speak.

[Refer to Matthew 9: 17. If new wine is put into old wineskins, they will burst because they are sealed
tightly. As the new wine reacts, gases and vapours will form that will tear the old wineskins. Therefore,
new wine must be put into new wineskins to withstand the pressure and prevent it from tearing. Here,
Elihu likens himself to new wineskins filled with new wine, with pressures inside them that are so high
they are about to explode.]

(Verses 21-22): Let me not, | pray, show partiality to anyone; Nor let me flatter any man. 22 For | do
not know how to flatter, Else my Maker would soon take me away.

In his speech, he will not be hypocritical or seek how to please the listening people, but rather how to
bear witness to God. He will not favour Job because of his pain, nor will he favour his friends because of
their positions.
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Chapter 33

(Verses 1-7): "But please, Job, hear my speech, And listen to all my words. 2 Now, | open my mouth;
My tongue speaks in my mouth. 3 My words come from my upright heart; My lips utter pure
knowledge. 4 The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 5 If you
can answer me, Set your words in order before me; Take your stand. 6 Truly | am as your spokesman
before God; | also have been formed out of clay. 7 Surely no fear of me will terrify you, Nor will my
hand be heavy on you.

Here, Elihu convinces Job that he is speaking for his own benefit and not for personal gain. | open my
mouth = after | had been silent for a long time, so give me a chance to explain to you. My words come
from my upright heart = that is, my words come from an upright heart. My lips utter pure knowledge =
my lips speak sincerely what | know and what the Spirit of God has revealed to me. The meaning of his
words here is that he will not be biased toward anyone, not even toward a personal opinion, nor toward
a theory that he is trying to prove or apply to Job, as Eliphaz and his two companions tried to apply their
own theory to Job. Perhaps they were the first to be convinced that it did not apply to him, as they
certainly knew his righteousness. The Spirit of God has made me = This is the source of Elihu's wisdom,
the revelations that God reveals to him. God is the source, not his personal experience and the meaning
of his words; do not despise what | will say because of my young age. In (verse 5) Take your stand = if
you find an answer, O Job, to what | am saying, then come and engage in a dialogue with me. In (verse
6), Job had previously asked to be judged before God (Job 16: 21 + Job 23: 3 + Job 13: 3). In (Job 16: 21),
he wished to be judged before God as one man stands before another. He asked to be judged before
God, but on the condition that God would not frighten him with His glory and the light of His splendor
(Job 12: 20-22). Elihu tells him here that what he is asking for now exists. You have presented your case
before me, and | will answer you on behalf of God. | am a human being like you, and | will not frighten
you, for | also have been formed out of clay. Note also that Job asked to be reconciled with God as well.
Here, Elihu is playing this role. His saying, "l also have been formed out of clay," indicates that Elihu is
under pain like Job and feels his pain, and thus, a servant should feel the pain of people. What Elihu said
here about himself refers to the work of Christ, the Word of God, who became incarnate to reconcile us
to God so that we may speak with Him and not be terrified by His majesty. He is the Son of Man, and He
feels our weaknesses and pities us. He went through them before us (Hebrews 2: 17, 18).

(Verses 8-13): "Surely you have spoken in my hearing, And | have heard the sound of your words,
saying, 9 'l am pure, without transgression; | am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me. 10 Yet He
finds occasions against me, He counts me as His enemy; 11 He puts my feet in the stocks, He watches
all my paths.' 12 "Look, in this you are not righteous. | will answer you, For God is greater than man.
13 Why do you contend with Him? For He does not give an accounting of any of His words.
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Here we find Elihu rebuking Job for the harsh words he uttered during his discussion concerning God's
justice and goodness toward Job. Surely you have spoken in my hearing = | heard by myself, and no one
told me. Therefore, | am certain of this." In (verses 9-11), he repeats Job's harsh words and accusations
against God. See [Job9:21+10:7+23:10,11+27:5+13:24 + 13: 27 + 10: 13 + 30: 21 + 19: 11]. He
portrays himself as perfect and innocent. God is thus unjustly hostile to him, and he is unable to argue
with God or escape from Him, for His foot is in the stocks. God is like an enemy who looks for any
mistake on his part and then treats him harshly and cruelly, even though he knows he is innocent.

In (verse 12), For God is greater than man = even if we do not know the wisdom of God in what He
does, we must admit that He is greater and wiser and admit that we are too weak and ignorant to
understand all of God's wisdom. Therefore, it is not appropriate for you to complain about God; O Job =
Look, in this you are not righteous = you must stop complaining about God and humble yourself before
Him, to make peace with Him. We notice the difference between Elihu's accusation against Job and the
accusations made by Job's friends against him. Elihu says to Job, "You are wrong in saying this," while
Job's friends say to him, "You are wrong in everything," without specifying. This is the acceptable
dialogue, and the meaning of Elihu's statement or blame is that it is not right to attribute wrong actions
to God, as all His works are good.

In (verse 13) And whoever complains about God resists God because whoever complains about God
shows God as if He is wrong in what He has done. Should we quarrel with God, who is unlimited in His
love and power? Should a clay pot quarrel with its maker? Let us note that God is not obligated to
explain every action He performs. Rather, we must trust in God and believe that He does not make
mistakes; the days will prove that it was God's plan that was correct.

(Verses 14-16): For God may speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it. 15In a
dream, in a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, While slumbering on their beds, 16
Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction.

For God may speak = God reveals His secrets to the extent that man can bear to know. This was in
response to Job, when he said that God had left him in darkness, not knowing why all that had
happened. Therefore, Job imagined that God was dealing with him as an enemy; thus, Elihu responds to
him, saying that God spoke to you and you did not understand or did not realize, but in general,
everything God does is for good. one way, or in another = God, out of His love, is pleased to speak with
man. The Holy Spirit within us has the job of convicting, guiding, teaching, reminding, and leading. God
has various means. If we do not listen to the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit within us, we listen to the
voice of God's Word in the Bible, in a sermon, or from any person God sends. And if man does not listen,
there are other means God uses, such as warnings and discipline. If one warning fails to alert man, we
find God sending another warning... and so on, until man is without excuse. But man, in his ignorance,
overlooks God's ways. In (verse 15) we find Elihu specifying the ways of God's communication with man
through dreams. There are dreams from God (Joseph the carpenter, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar), dreams
from demons, and dreams that come from the human imagination. The latter is the primary source of
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dreams. A person may hear God's voice in his solitude in the evening, while on his bed, in the quiet of
the night. But here, Elihu means dreams. In (verse 16) Then He opens the ears of men = that is, He will
remove from their ears and their hearts the impediments to hearing. When God allows a message from
heaven to reach a person, He will remove all the obstacles that we create with our sins.

And seals their instruction = God makes it dwell in their hearts so that they do not forget God's warning.

The Seal God's work
1. The seal shows who signed the paper. 1. It is evident from the discipline that God is the one
disciplining.

2. If a person benefits from discipline, the image of

2. The seal shows an engraving. God is revealed in him (Galatians 4: 19).

3. The fruits of discipline and God's work are internal.

3. The seal is placed after the letter is closed.

(Verses 17-22): In order to turn man from his deed, And conceal pride from man, 18 He keeps back his
soul from the Pit, And his life from perishing by the sword. 19 "Man is also chastened with pain on his
bed, And with strong pain in many of his bones, 20 So that his life abhors bread, And his soul
succulent food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones stick out which once were not
seen. 22 Yes, his soul draws near the Pit, And his life to the executioners.

What is the benefit of discipline? He answers in (verse 17) In order to turn man from his deed = that is,
to lead him to repentance for his sin. And conceal pride from man = this is what God is doing now with
Job personally.

In (verse 18), God warns and rebukes us to prevent us from sins so that we do not perish, for sins lead to
perdition.

In (verse 19), Elihu's concept is wonderful: God allows pain for discipline, and it is the same concept as
the Apostle Paul (Hebrews 12: 5-11). Here, he rejects the thinking of Job and the thinking of his friends.

Job's thinking: Why should | suffer, being righteous?

The thinking of his friends: Pain is a sign of God's wrath against the wicked, and therefore Job is
definitely wicked.

With these words, Elihu directs Job's attention to the fact that discipline contains love and mercy from
God. Discipline is incomparably better than perishing in the abyss of death. Here, we see one of the
means of discipline used by God, namely illness = chastened with pain. Here, we see a painful image of
a disease that is painful to the bones = And with strong pain in many of his bones = He likens the
disease to an enemy that quarrels with man, not abandoning him day or night. In (verse 20), one of the
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manifestations of the disease is loss of appetite. In (verse 21), the patient turns into a skeletonAnd his
bones stick out = that is a poetic exaggeration, and the meaning is general weakness.

In (verse 22), the patient reaches the brink of despair and shows all the signs of death. And his life to
the executioners = are either the pains of the disease that lead to death or they are the angels sent by
God to kill and destroy (2 Samuel 24: 16). Here, diseases and pain bring a person very close to the grave.

(Verse 23): "If there is a messenger for him, A mediator, one among a thousand, To show man His
uprightness,

After speaking of the deadly angels, we find Him here speaking of an angel sent to rescue man from
their hands. Now God disciplines Job, but how does Job understand that this discipline is for his
justification and sanctification and not a cause of conflict with God? This happens when God sends a
mediator like Elihu to explain to Job and To show man His uprightness = that is, God's righteousness,
that is, to justify God in the suffering He allowed him for the purpose of discipline. If Job understands,
the discipline will be beneficial to him. This mediator here consoles accompanies, and explains to him
God's plan for his salvation. The mediator is a wise man who understands the meaning of the rod that
God uses for correction. This is always the work of God's servants one among a thousand = can be
understood in more than one meaning:

(1) God has 1,000 intermediaries who could explain to Job, and God sent one of them, Elihu.

(2) The intermediary or servant who understands God's ways is a rare specimen among servants. All of
Job's companions failed to explain the meanings that Elihu had explained.

The messenger humanity has been waiting for is Christ, the mediator between God and man. He alone
accompanies us on the journey of suffering in this life. If we accept suffering as a fellowship of the cross
with Him, we will be comforted. He alone explained the meaning of suffering. Did Christ suffer because
He was evil? God forbid (and this is a refutation of the logic of the companions). Rather, through Christ
we now understand the meaning of suffering, and through the mediator, Jesus Christ, we are justified.
Job was mistaken when he considered himself righteous, for there is no justification except through the
Blood of Christ. It is His blood that protects us from falling into the pit and perdition. We now find a third
meaning for the phrase "one among a thousand":

(3) The number 1,000 refers to heaven. Christ came from heaven as a mediator from heaven (John 3:
13).

(Verses 24-33): Then He is gracious to him, and says, 'Deliver him from going down to the Pit; | have
found a ransom'; 25 His flesh shall be young like a child's, He shall return to the days of his youth. 26
He shall pray to God, and He will delight in him, He shall see His face with joy, For He restores to man
His righteousness. 27 Then he looks at men and says, 'l have sinned, and perverted what was right,
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And it did not profit me.' 28 He will redeem his soul from going down to the Pit, And his life shall see
the light. 29 "Behold, God works all these things, Twice, in fact, three times with a man, 30 To bring
back his soul from the Pit, That he may be enlightened with the light of life. 31 "Give ear, Job, listen to
me; Hold your peace, and | will speak. 32 If you have anything to say, answer me; Speak, for | desire to
justify you. 33 If not, listen to me; Hold your peace, and | will teach you wisdom."

Verse (24) From here begins the explanation of the results of the correct response to God's discipline.
God, the compassionate God, spoke in a dream, disciplined Job through iliness, and sent a mediator to
reconcile with Job. Indeed, with any human being. If a person is freed from his sin that brought him
discipline, he will be healed of his illness and justified before God, and this person will be a testimony
before others. The meaning of Elihu's words is that if the suffering person responds to God's work, God
will accept them and have mercy on them, and they will be saved from eternal destruction = 'Deliver
him from going down to the Pit; | have found a ransom = that is, when he repented, God healed him
and had mercy on him. It is as if God is the one who says, 'l have found a ransom,' so this person's
repentance was a ransom for him, and | will grant him salvation from death. Discipline does not stop
unless it bears fruit. But in verse (24), we see something amazing. By the spirit of prophecy, Elihu's eyes
were opened. He saw that there is no salvation from descending into the pit, that is, eternal death,
except through a ransom. And no ransom can give us salvation except the Blood of Christ, whom he
previously called the Messenger and Mediator. Christ is the Redeemer and the Ransom; He is the Priest
and the Sacrifice; He is the Buyer and the Price (He bought us and freed us from the hand of Satan with
a price, which was His own blood); He is the One who justified us and reconciled us to the Father.

We have already seen that Job's eyes were opened, and he saw the living Redeemer; the fellowship of
the cross was the reason for his eyes being opened. Here, we see Elihu's eyes being opened for another
reason: his strong faith, love, and zeal for the glory of God.

In verse (25), the results of sin are eliminated, that is, the healing of iliness (the example of Naaman the
Syrian). However, not every time the flesh returns to the flesh of a young boy. But this will occur in the
glorified body after the resurrection.

In (verse 26) The soul regains its peace and its relationship with God. The repentant prays, and God
accepts his prayer; God's wrath turns away from him, the light of God's pleasure appears on his face,
and he lives in inner peace... This is what Christ said, "Peace | leave with you..." He shall see His face =
"Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God." After the sinner was unable to see God's face, he
sees Him and rejoices in Him. Chrysostom says, "Those who see God's face and He is pleased with them
shall taste the joys of heaven while they are on earth." For He restores to man His righteousness = God
restores the righteousness of the repentant by forgiving his sins.

In (verses 27, 28). Then he looks at men and says, 'l have sinned, and perverted what was right = In
other translations, it is written, "He sings among the people and says | have sinned." He sings as a sign of
the joy of the repentant who has received forgiveness. And what does the repentant say in his joy? "I
have sinned," This is the song of the true repentant, for the repentant never denies his sin. And the
reason for his joy is God's forgiveness of him = He will redeem his soul from going down to the Pit =
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Through discipline, he moved from death to life = "for this my son was dead and is alive again" And his
life shall see the light = and he will move from darkness to light. But who benefits from the redemption?
The repentant. Let us examine Elihu's concept that the joy of the repentant is in the forgiveness of their
sins. He admits that he has sinned and is happy with the forgiveness. This is the opposite of what Job
was trying to prove, that he is righteous and does not need redemption. Job's logic was the cause of his
misery. Let us compare David's saying, "He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us
according to our iniquities." (Psalm 103: 10). It is completely similar to what Elihu says here, singing... |
have sinned, which is the opposite of what Job says (Job 16: 14-17).

And in (verses 29, 30): God always does this. He does not rejoice in the death of the sinner, but rather in
redeeming his soul so that he may return and live. To this end, He uses warnings and suffering. Twice, in
fact, three times: If a person does not respond to the first warning, there will be a second warning. Each
warning is more difficult than the one before it.

And in (verses 31, 32): Elihu hopes that Job will understand that Elihu is not his adversary. He is not, like
his friends, trying to prove his evil. Rather, he seeks the truth so that Job may repent and be justified =
for | desire to justify you.

And in (33): If not, listen to me; Hold your peace, and | will teach you wisdom = Whoever learns to
listen calmly, not in a spirit of argument, will hear and learn wisdom. What wisdom is more wonderful
than what Elihu said? That God, in His love, seeks after man to redeem him from the pit and save him
from death. He expects nothing from man except to return to Him in repentance. God continues to
discipline His children so that they do not perish, but rather remain on the path to salvation. listen to
me = that’s what he says next.
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Chapter 34

(Verses 1-9): Elihu further answered and said: 2 "Hear my words, you wise men; Give ear to me, you
who have knowledge. 3 For the ear tests words As the palate tastes food. 4 Let us choose justice for
ourselves; Let us know among ourselves what is good. 5 "For Job has said, 'l am righteous, But God
has taken away my justice; 6 Should I lie concerning my right? My wound is incurable, though | am
without transgression.' 7 What man is like Job, Who drinks scorn like water, 8 Who goes in company
with the workers of iniquity, And walks with wicked men? 9 For he has said, 'It profits a man nothing
That he should delight in God.'

wise men ... you who have knowledge = Elihu disagreed with them, yet he respected them. For the ear
tests words = The ear tests in the sense of reason and perception. He invited them to listen to his words,
ttaste them, and then judge whether his words contained wisdom or not. Let us choose justice for
ourselves = Here, Elihu grouped himself with them, and the meaning of his words is that we must test
everything we hear to judge it. He is like someone asking to engage in dialogue with them to arrive at
the truth without imposing an opinion.

In (verse 5), he rebukes Job for the difficult words he said about God (Job 13: 18 + Job 27: 2, 4, 5),
especially his insistence that he was innocent and that God wronged him = taken away my justice.
Elihu's distinction is that he condemns Job for specific words, while his friends condemn him for actions
they thought he had committed, although he was innocent of them, which provoked him. And in (verse
6), Should I lie concerning my right? = The Jesuits translated it like this: "l am lied to, and the truth is
mine," meaning God knows that | am innocent, and yet He accuses me of being a liar and a sinner to
torture me without reason. My wound is incurable, though | am without transgression = His pain is
hopeless to heal, and he is innocent.

In (verse 7) Elihu severely rebukes Job and portrays him as someone who sits in the company of mockers
to ridicule God's judgments. Who drinks scorn like water = meaning that he took a great deal of
responsibility in directing accusations at God. In (verse 8) Who goes in company with the workers of
iniquity = in Job's accusations of God and mockery of His judgments, Job became like a colleague of the
wicked evildoers. In (verse 9) Elihu accused Job and blamed him because he understood from his words
that Job meant that a righteous religious person would not benefit from his religion, as if serving God
was useless. He extracted this statement from (Job 9: 22).

(Verses 10-20): "Therefore listen to me, you men of understanding: Far be it from God to do
wickedness, And from the Almighty to commit iniquity. 11 For He repays man according to his work,
And makes man to find a reward according to his way. 12 Surely God will never do wickedly, Nor will
the Almighty pervert justice. 13 Who gave Him charge over the earth? Or who appointed Him over the
whole world? 14 If He should set His heart on it, If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His
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breath, 15 All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust. 16 "If you have
understanding, hear this; Listen to the sound of my words: 17 Should one who hates justice govern?
Will you condemn Him who is most just? 18 Is it fitting to say to a king, 'You are worthless,' And to
nobles, 'You are wicked'? 19 Yet He is not partial to princes, Nor does He regard the rich more than
the poor; For they are all the work of His hands. 20 In a moment they die, in the middle of the night;
The people are shaken and pass away; The mighty are taken away without a hand.

In verses (10-12), Elihu planned to make Job accept his suffering in peace. In the previous chapter, he
explained that God intends to discipline man through suffering, and therefore, suffering is for the good
of man. Here, he demonstrates that God administers punishment or discipline exactly as man deserves
and no more.

In (verse 13), Who gave Him charge over the earth? Elihu seeks to demonstrate God's justice and
establish His absolute authority. He is the one who created the entire inhabited world and is, therefore,
the One who governs it. His authority over it did not come from anyone, so no one appointed Him over
it. The owner of something cares more about what he owns than the steward. Indeed, if He were to
neglect His concern for a moment, the universe would be shattered in an instant. Because God is the
owner of this land, He rules it with justice. Why would He rule it unjustly, and for whose benefit? If he
were to rule it as a steward, he might sin for his own benefit (like an unjust steward), but it is his land, so
why would he not be just? Is there anyone stronger or more just than him?

Verses (14, 15): You, Job, accuse God of oppressing you, while He is like an enemy to you, harsh towards
you. Can you imagine, Job, of whom you are speaking? God, who has all power, God, in whose hand is
your spirit. If He neglects you for a moment, you will die; if He resolves to be against you, you will perish
in the twinkling of an eye, for your spirit is in His hand. So why does He torment you then? If He wanted,
He would be able to destroy you in an instant. If He set His heart against him, He would be able to
destroy you in an instant. If He should set His heart on it, that is, if God determined to strike a person, If
He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, He would take his spirit away from him, and he
would die. All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust = Can a person resist? God
does not need strength to crush a weak person; He only withdraws from him the breath He previously
gave him. He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, that is, God would take back for
Himself this breath He gave to a person, and he would die.

In (verse 16) If you have understanding, understand that God cannot be quarrelled with. Understand
that He is not your enemy, for if God were your enemy, you would perish in a moment. In (verse 17),
Should one who hates justice govern? If you imagine that God wronged you unjustly, how can God,
who hates the truth, have power over the world? If a worldly king ruled without justice, his kingdom
would collapse from corruption. Would God rule the world without justice, causing it to collapse? And
for whose benefit would God allow the collapse of the world that He created? Will you condemn Him
who is most just? God is the most just, who is without fault, so would you attribute injustice to Him?

In (verse 18) If it is not appropriate to insult earthly kings and nobles = princes, then should we direct
the accusation of injustice to God? The accusation of injustice or meanness cannot and should not be
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directed to the earthly king, so should you direct it, O Job, to the King of Kings? And in (verses 19, 20):
God in His absolute power does not favour anyone, for He created everyone from dust. He will not
favour the rich person because he is rich. Nor will He favour a poor person simply because they are
poor. They all die without a hand = that is, without human intervention, but because God willed it.

(Verses 21-30): "For His eyes are on the ways of man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness
nor shadow of death Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 23 For He need not further
consider a man, That he should go before God in judgment. 24 He breaks in pieces mighty men
without inquiry, And sets others in their place. 25 Therefore He knows their works; He overthrows
them in the night, And they are crushed. 26 He strikes them as wicked men In the open sight of
others, 27 Because they turned back from Him, And would not consider any of His ways, 28 So that
they caused the cry of the poor to come to Him; For He hears the cry of the afflicted. 29 When He
gives quietness, who then can make trouble? And when He hides His face, who then can see Him,
Whether it is against a nation or a man alone?— 30 That the hypocrite should not reign, Lest the
people be ensnared.

From here, the inevitability of God's justice is proven by His knowledge of everything without
examination.

In (verse 21), God examines each person's work so his punishment is just. In (verse 22), There is no
darkness nor shadow of death: everything is revealed before His eyes, and nothing of the evils of the
workers of iniquity is hidden from Him. Evildoers may hide in the darkness, and no one can see them.
Can they hide from God?

In (verses 23 and 24) For He need not further consider a man, That he should go before God in
judgment = the human judge needs time to observe the accused and examine his case, but God,
because all of man's ways are exposed before Him, and He is the examiner of hearts and minds, does
not need to observe the wicked to prove his evil. But if He wanted, He breaks in pieces mighty men in
an instant without inquiry = that is, He does not need time to examine their case. This is proof that our
lives in all their details are exposed before Him.

In (verses 25, 26) God strikes with justice, for He knows the deeds of all. And when He strikes, He strikes
In the open sight of others so that all may be deterred. He overthrows them in the night = thus
Belshazzar was struck by night. But the phrase in the night refers to their evil. Night refers to the deeds
of darkness. The meaning is that God strikes them because of their evil.

In (verses 27, 28), the evil of these sinners is that they rebel against God, not fearing Him and showing
no regard for humankind in their wickedness. They have become tyrants against the poor (Luke 18: 2).
The secret of the evil of the wicked is that they imagined they had no God in this world = Because they
turned back from Him. They no longer feared His judgments, because they had not considered God's
punishment of the wicked = And would not consider any of His ways.
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In (verse 29), God has absolute authority over all creation, and no one can change what He decrees.

And when He hides His face makes a person sad, and in this case, no one will be able to comfort them.
God's hiding His face from the suffering person means that there is no consolation for that person. In
God's absolute authority, justice is maintained for all people = That the hypocrite should not reign. God
does not allow the wicked to control the righteous, Lest the people be ensnared. Even if God allows the
wicked to reign for a time, He does not abandon them forever (Psalm 125: 3). If a wicked person is
appointed king over a people, this will be done by God's permission so that He may discipline them.
After the discipline has borne fruit, God will remove the wicked person.

(Verses 31-37): "For has anyone said to God, 'l have borne chastening; | will offend no more; 32 Teach
me what | do not see; If | have done iniquity, | will do no more'? 33 Should He repay it according to
your terms, Just because you disavow it? You must choose, and not |; Therefore speak what you
know. 34 "Men of understanding say to me, Wise men who listen to me: 35 'Job speaks without
knowledge, His words are without wisdom.' 36 Oh, that Job were tried to the utmost, Because his
answers are like those of wicked men! 37 For he adds rebellion to his sin; He claps his hands among
us, And multiplies his words against God."

Elihu teaches Job what to say. After blaming him, he puts words in his mouth to say. (The steps of
repentance are to refrain from speaking evil words and then begin to learn to speak good words.) For
has anyone said to God, 'l have borne chastening = You, Job, if you are truly a righteous man, must say
to God, "l endure all that You allow. | endure because it is discipline, and because | trust that You only do
good." | will offend no more = | will not return to my sins. Here, he is called to admit that he has sinned
and to repent so that he will not return to his sin again. He understands that he should endure discipline
as if it were a cure for his condition so that he will not perish because of his sins, just as a sick person
endures medicine to be healed. Teach me what | do not see = | have discovered some of my mistakes,
so reveal to me, O Lord, what | cannot see. Reveal what is hidden within me and what | do not know, so
that | will not return to it. In this way, Job confesses before God, as the thief on the right did: "And we
indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds." When Elihu said, "For has anyone said to
God" = He meant Job or any repentant person.

In verse (33) "Should He repay it according to your terms" Here Elihu asks Job, "Does God, Job, repay a
repentant person according to your opinion? Or does God consult a person about what he does, or
about the appropriate method of discipline? Man is deficient in his knowledge, so how can he choose?"
The speech here is as if God is directing the words to Job, "Just because you disavow it" = Because, Job,
you reject my judgment and my ways and think | have erred. You must choose, and not | = Please, Job,
choose the right course of action instead of me."

In (verse 34, 35) Elihu cites all the wise and understanding people, and they support him in that Job
spoke without reason. Here Elihu says to Job what Job had previously said to his wife, "You speak as one
of the foolish women speaks." Sometimes we give people advice that we need to hear ourselves.

165



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 34

In (verse 36), Elihu wishes that God would leave Job to his suffering until the end of the journey, so that
all his mistakes would be exposed, so that he would retract all the difficult words he had said, and offer

true repentance, thus becoming truly righteous.

In (verse 37), He claps his hands among us = a sign of his continued rebellion and anger, and that he
continues to accuse God of injustice. In doing so, he added a new sin to his sins.
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Chapter 35

(Verses 1-8): Moreover Elihu answered and said: 2 "Do you think this is right? Do you say, 'My
righteousness is more than God's'? 3 For you say, 'What advantage will it be to You? What profit shall
| have, more than if | had sinned?' 4 "I will answer you, And your companions with you. 5 Look to the
heavens and see; And behold the clouds—They are higher than you. 6 If you sin, what do you
accomplish against Him? Or, if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to Him? 7 If you are
righteous, what do you give Him? Or what does He receive from your hand? 8 Your wickedness affects
a man such as you, And your righteousness a son of man.

Elihu here rebukes Job for two errors in his speech.

1. 'My righteousness is more than God's'? = Elihu responded to this earlier. He repeats it here because
he accuses Job of justifying himself more than God. This means that Job imagined that he had given God
much by living righteously, much more than God had given him. In the scale, Job became a debtor to
God, and God rewarded Job's righteous deeds with less than he deserved, and punished him for his evil
deeds with more than he deserved. The meaning of Job's words was that if Job had been the one in
control, he would not have judged thus.

2. He considered that his relationship with God was of no benefit to him, since he lived righteously and
without sin, and did not benefit from this, but rather brought all this suffering upon him.

What profit shall | have, more than if | had sinned? Point (2). See (Job 9: 30, 31 + Job 10: 15).

What profit shall | have, more than if | had sinned? = | said, "What good will it do me? What good will it
do me to sin?" (according to the Jesuit translation). That is, what good will it do me if | am cleansed from
my sin? If | am a sinner, woe to me! But if | am righteous, what good will it do me?" (Psalm 73: 13-14).
What is meant by "profit" here is material benefit such as health and wealth. But here, there is a
miscalculation. Not all of God's gifts are material, but His gifts are primarily spiritual. This is what the
writer of Psalm 73 concluded (see Psalm 73: 23-26). But Job's miscalculation was that he looked at the
material goods and saw that they are sometimes given to the wicked and not only to the righteous. This
is unfair and not just. In general, such thinking, that the righteous on earth must be rewarded with
material goods, is Jewish thinking far removed from the Christian spirit. It is selfish for a person to
continue seeking material goods. A Christian must be an image of Christ, who came to sacrifice himself
and seek what is for others, not for Himself. Rather, the Christian who understands God's ways
understands that all the works that God does for him, whether they are material gifts (which people call
good) or disciplinary trials (which people call evil), are the path for that person to heaven. However, the
children of God who understand consider both to be good. This is as the Apostle Paul said, "all things
work together for good to those who love God" (Romans 8: 28). This was even Job's first thought (Job 2:
10).

In (verse 4), Elihu responds to all who say this; that is Job or his friends.
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In (verse 5), Elihu asserts that God is above all, for the heavens are above all. God is greater than all His
creation and does not need any of them, nor does He covet any of them, so He will not wrong them. As
for the kings of the earth, they may wrong their subjects to profit from them.

In (verses 6, 7), Elihu asks Job to change his way of thinking. Job imagines that God watches over
humanity and punishes them when they sin. Elihu says that if man sins, God will not be diminished. Even
if man is righteous, this does not increase God at all. This is Elihu's response to Job's thinking: "What
would it benefit me if | were cleansed of my sin?" God is concerned that man repent, not because this is
in God's interest, but because it is good for man, and God loves mankind.

In (verse 8) God is not affected by our evils and righteousness, but rather we are affected by them. God
is too exalted for us to reach Him, whether through our evils or our righteousness. God, as a just judge,
rewards righteous deeds and punishes evil deeds. Sin has its punishment, and whoever sins is like
someone playing with fire, and the fire will harm him. Whoever lives righteously will enjoy God's
protection and blessing. When God gave the commandments to man, He did not want to control him,
but rather sought what is best for him.

(Verses 9-13): "Because of the multitude of oppressions they cry out; They cry out for help because of
the arm of the mighty. 10 But no one says, 'Where is God my Maker, Who gives songs in the night, 11
Who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And makes us wiser than the birds of heaven?' 12
There they cry out, but He does not answer, Because of the pride of evil men. 13 Surely God will not
listen to empty talk, Nor will the Almighty regard it.

Job had said that the oppressed cry out, and God does not answer them. Elihu here provides an
excellent explanation for why God does not answer the cries of some oppressed people. Perhaps our
teacher, James, explains the same logic when he says, "You ask and do not receive, because you ask
amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures." (James 4: 3). Elihu justifies God's refusal to answer by
saying that the fault lies not with God but with the one crying out. The question now is, is there a right
way to cry out and a wrong way to cry out? Here we say that God allowed suffering because there is
some sin in that person, and God wants that person to repent of it so that they may have life. Suppose
the suffering sinner cries out, asking God to lift the trial from him without repenting for his sins. In that
case, God does not answer because the pain or trial that God allowed has not yet borne fruit = Surely
God will not listen to empty talk = meaning that the one in trial cries out with the lips to lift the
affliction, but the heart is far away from God and does not want to repent. This is what the Prophet
Hosea said in (Hosea 7: 14) "They did not cry out to Me with their heart When they wailed upon their
beds. "They assemble together for grain and new wine, They rebel against Me;" That is, they cry out in
times of famine, and when they have corn and wine, they turn away from God, turning away, as one of
them said, "He fasted and prayed for something, but when the matter was over, he neither fasted nor
prayed." For God, in His wisdom, as long as He sees that a person is still distant and unrepentant, for He
is the Examiner of hearts, He will not lift his pain until he repents. Otherwise, what would be the point of
the trial? God is always ready to hear and save, when the oppressed cries out in his heart, asking God =
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Where is God my Maker? Let us note that if the oppressed person returns to God with his heart and
prays faithfully, he will find sufficient consolation until the distress is lifted, and the distress is lifted
when it bears fruit. For when the repentant person remembers that God is his Creator, he remembers
that God is responsible for him, and His eye is always on him:

1. His eye is on him to manage his affairs... so he is reassured.
2. His eyeis on him to see him sin... so he repents.

Notice the cry that God hears: Where is God my Maker, Who gives songs in the night = In the Jesuit
translation: "Where is God who made me, who delights in singing in the night?" = That is, in the middle
of the night of our pain and sorrow, our God can give heavenly consolation, so we praise Him with songs
and hhymns. The night is a reference to sadness, fear, and distress. And amid distress, God can comfort
(Acts 16: 25). Elihu here portrays God as a good God who made man and gave him the ability to rejoice
and be comforted even in distress.

Who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And makes us wiser than the birds of heaven? =
When a beast or a bird feels pain, it screams and howls, but it does not say, "Where is God my Maker"
And whoever screams without paying attention to God, his Creator, that is, without offering repentance,
is similar to the screaming of beasts and birds. But God has given us wisdom that is greater than all
creation, and with this wisdom, we must realize that God is the Creator of good things and cannot allow
pain or distress unless there is a blessing and goodness after it. Therefore, whoever has this wisdom
should cry out to God, repenting, praising and thanking Him. This is the acceptable scream. And no
matter how much the oppressed cry out because of the pride of evil men without repenting, God does
not answer. This is the meaning of verse (13). Surely God will not listen to empty talk = God will not
respond to the crying out of the unrepentant who cries out to lift the trial without repenting.

(Verses 14-16): Although you say you do not see Him, Yet justice is before Him, and you must wait for
Him. 15 And now, because He has not punished in His anger, Nor taken much notice of folly, 16
Therefore Job opens his mouth in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge."

After this lesson from Elihu, Elihu addresses Job, giving him golden advice: "you must wait for Him."
Everyone who prays should not despair of God's mercy, but rather patiently wait for the day when this
trial will be lifted from him. Here, Elihu rebukes Job for saying that he does not see God's justice =
Although you say you do not see Him = Here, Job was hasty, for God's justice will come, but we must be
patient, for God is not hasty like humans, but is patient. He alone knows the right time to lift the trial
and the right time to punish the wicked. God's patience is not only in the length of time after which the
trial is lifted, but it is also shown in that He endured the difficult words that Job said = because He has
not punished in His anger = while if God were hasty as humans demand, He would have severely
punished Job for everything he said. We often ask God to punish those who have caused us pain and
injustice, and we often request that this be done quickly. But would we accept that same speed with
which God would punish us if we wronged others? We must know that God is not like humans.
However, Job took advantage of God's patience and the fact that God did not punish him, so he spoke
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harshly towards Him = Therefore Job opens his mouth in vain. He multiplies words without knowledge
= he said harsh words without knowledge.

God's wisdom is evident in that He allows the wicked to strike His children as a means of discipline.
When God's children repent, God punishes these wicked people. This applies to all the tribulations that
Satan inflicts on us, as he is our current instrument of discipline. When the time of discipline is over,
Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20: 10).
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Chapter 36

Job's friends accused him of being wicked, and that because of his wickedness, God afflicted him with
what he had been afflicted with, and his suffering was prolonged because he persisted in his sin and
refused to repent. However, Job rejected their words. As for Elihu the wise, he did not accuse Job of a
charge he had imagined, but rather rebuked him severely for the harsh words he had said about God. He
explained to him that his suffering was for discipline, and that his suffering was prolonged because he
cried out and cried without humbling himself before God. His proof that he had not humbled himself
was his harsh words, so Elihu urged him to humble himself before God. Here, Elihu provides examples of
God's greatness and infinite power, as well as His greatness that is evident in all His works and creation,
to urge Job to humble himself before the Almighty God. It is as if he is saying to him, "Look at whom you
have spoken these harsh words, and was this appropriate?!"

(Verse 1): Elihu also proceeded and said:

(Verses 2-4): "Bear with me a little, and | will show you That there are yet words to speak on God's
behalf. 3 | will fetch my knowledge from afar; | will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 4 For truly my
words are not false; One who is perfect in knowledge is with you.

words to speak on God's behalf = He wants to defend God against any false talk about Him. I will fetch
my knowledge from afar = The word afar could mean:

1. Elihu is willing to exert his utmost effort to reach the depths of truth, and no matter how much time
and effort it takes, he will try to reach any place where he can find proof of God's righteousness or
examples of God's righteousness = | will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.

2. Elihu will not discuss superficial matters, but will discuss the root of the problem between Job and
God, delving into the depths of the matter to prove God's righteousness. In general, spiritual truths are
beyond the thinking of the superficial, ordinary person.

For truly my words are not false = | will not lie to prove God's righteousness, and | will not resort to
fabricated, false stories. God does not need us to justify Him with our inventions. Rather, the truth alone
is sufficient to bear witness to Him. One who is perfect in knowledge is with you = Here | am telling you,
Job, the correct information. | am only searching for the truth, so listen to me. | differ in opinion from
your friends who provoked you.
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(Verses 5-15): "Behold, God is mighty, but despises no one; He is mighty in strength of understanding.
6 He does not preserve the life of the wicked, But gives justice to the oppressed. 7 He does not
withdraw His eyes from the righteous; But they are on the throne with kings, For He has seated them
forever, And they are exalted. 8 And if they are bound in fetters, Held in the cords of affliction, 9 Then
He tells them their work and their transgressions—That they have acted defiantly. 10 He also opens
their ear to instruction, And commands that they turn from iniquity. 11 If they obey and serve Him,
They shall spend their days in prosperity, And their years in pleasures. 12 But if they do not obey,
They shall perish by the sword, And they shall die without knowledge. 13 "But the hypocrites in heart
store up wrath; They do not cry for help when He binds them. 14 They die in youth, And their life ends
among the perverted persons. 15 He delivers the poor in their affliction, And opens their ears in
oppression.

From here begins Elihu's testimony about God. Behold, God is mighty = the word mighty translates as
great or powerful. He can do all things. Yet for all His greatness = but despises no one. Man may despise
his fellow man, but God despises no one. No matter how small or insignificant he is, He "looks upon the
lowly..." (The Basilian Liturgy). Because God does not despise anyone, He is a just and fair judge. No
injustice is attributed to Him. Job accused God of abandoning him because he was a small creature, but
this was a false accusation, for God sees no shame in caring for the least of all creatures. This is because
God is infinite, and His power is infinite. Caring for the small does not diminish His status. Indeed, the
more righteous a person is, the more he cares for the small, so how much more so does God. But God
lavishes His blessings on those who are faithful to Him. He is mighty in strength of understanding =
meaning understanding, wisdom, and ability. If a person rejects someone, it is because they have limited
abilities and do not know the hearts of those before them. But God knows everything.

Verse (5) is a response to what Job said in (Job 19: 7 + Job 23: 13).

In (verse 6) He does not preserve the life of the wicked = Job said in (Job 21: 7), "Why do the wicked live
and become old." Here, Elihu responds that God does not save the wicked because He is not concerned
with their evil or approves of their evil. Rather,

1. Perhaps, in His long-suffering, He gives them a chance to repent.
2. He uses their evil to discipline His children.
3. If God spares the life of a wicked person, He stores it up for the day of wrath (Romans 2: 5).

Elihu objected to Job's thinking, but rather affirmed that God vindicates the poor = But gives justice to
the oppressed = and rescues them from the hands of those who wrong them. Rather, He judges the
wrongdoers.

In (verse 7) He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous = This is like My eyes upon you from the
beginning of the year to its end. But they are on the throne with kings (like Joseph, Daniel, and David).
Rather, God will seat His saints with His angels on high.
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In (verses 8-10), we find Elihu's opinion differing from that of his companions. Here, Elihu explains that
God may allow suffering for the righteous. Examples of suffering include being bound in fetters or Held
in the cords of affliction (this happened with Paul/Peter/Joseph...). A clear example now is you, Job. But
if God allows suffering for the righteous, it is to purify them from a sin that the righteous person knows
nothing about, which may be a cause of their destruction without them knowing = Then He tells them
their work and their transgressions. No matter how righteous a person is, he is still vulnerable to sin
and in need of discipline (Revelation 3: 19). Chains and humiliation are a metaphor for affliction in
general. God reveals their transgressions to them so that they may repent. But isn't there another way
for the righteous to repent other than affliction? Certainly, if there were another way, God would not
have resorted to any painful path. God certainly used many methods with this righteous sinner, but he
refused to listen. Perhaps in his pride, he thought he was above sin, so he said, "they have acted
defiantly. The word defiantly means they acted with pride and conceit. Pain prepares the suffering ear
to hear God's voice.

In verses 11 and 12, if the sinner responds to God's voice, the punishment will be lifted, and he will
return to his former state and happiness = They shall spend their days in prosperity, And their years in
pleasures. This is provided they continue in the state of repentance they began while under the rod of
discipline. If the sinner does not listen, he will be led to destruction = They shall perish by the sword.

without knowledge : the wicked willfully remain in a state of ignorance and lack of knowledge,
spiritually blind, for they have not heeded God's discipline. Generally speaking, God does not take
pleasure in the death of the sinner, but in his return and life (Ezekiel 18: 23).

In (verses 13 and 14), the hypocrites in heart: refers to hypocrites whose wickedness is within their
hearts. They can deceive people, but they cannot deceive God. store up wrath = God stores up wrath for
them for the day of wrath (Romans 2: 5). These wicked people do not cry for help when He binds them.
They do not lift up their hearts to God in repentance, nor do they pray or offer repentance. Rather, their
hearts are hardened in stubbornness. Therefore, They die in youth = they die suddenly in their youth,
and they perish, and their destiny is hell. And their life ends among the perverted persons = the
perverted persons are men who have dedicated themselves to practicing homosexuality in pagan
temples. The wicked one whose heart hardens before God joins this group (the sin of Sodom and
Gomorrah), and their sin is the most heinous sin in the eyes of God, which required the burning of
Sodom and Gomorrah and their overthrow.

In (verse 15) the righteous poor man who called upon God in his distress, opens their ears in oppression
= to hear the voice of God and understand the meaning of the trial and hear God's consolation. And
after that, he returns to his former prosperity = He delivers the poor in their affliction.

(Verses 16-21): "Indeed He would have brought you out of dire distress, Into a broad place where
there is no restraint; And what is set on your table would be full of richness. 17 But you are filled with
the judgment due the wicked; Judgment and justice take hold of you. 18 Because there is wrath,
beware lest He take you away with one blow; For a large ransom would not help you avoid it. 19 Will
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your riches, Or all the mighty forces, Keep you from distress? 20 Do not desire the night, When people
are cut off in their place. 21 Take heed, do not turn to iniquity, For you have chosen this rather than
affliction.

Elihu calls Job to humble himself before God and return to what he was = Into a broad place, meaning
that He will deliver you from your pain and restore your wealth, and your table will be filled with the
finest food = your table would be full of richness. And in (verse 17) But you are filled with the
judgment due the wicked; Judgment and justice take hold of you = As for the Jesuit translation, "But if
you satisfy the case of hypocrisy, then the case and the judgment will catch up with you" and the
meaning becomes if you continue, Job, in your behavior without repentance and continue to attack God,
then you are on the path of the wicked and you will be judged with them. And in (verse 18) there is a
warning to Job that if he continues on the path of the wicked, God will strike him with a severe blow =
beware lest He take you away with one blow. No one will benefit you, and nothing will redeem you
from the hand of God = For a large ransom would not help you avoid it = No matter how much money
you have, it will not benefit you, or perhaps Job imagined that the pain he suffered could redeem him
from the wrath of God. Nothing but repentance is what saves. Do not desire the night = Do not yearn
for death to save you, and death is expressed here as night. Job often spoke of death as the end of his
suffering. Elihu warns that death will not solve his problem, for there is judgment, so do not rush to
appear before the throne of God. Do not desire the night, When people are cut off in their place = the
night here refers to death or annihilation, for how many people have angered God, so He destroyed
them, and they no longer exist.

In (verse 21) affliction = refers to Job's suffering. Here, Elihu warns Job against choosing the path of
iniquity, i.e., quarrelling with God and justifying himself over submitting to God's discipline. Take heed,
do not turn to iniquity, For you have chosen this rather than affliction = i.e., you have chosen sin and
quarreling with God... and in this is your destruction. rather than affliction = i.e., enduring the pain
patiently. Elihu here rebukes Job for not enduring and submitting humbly before God.

(Verses 22-33): "Behold, God is exalted by His power; Who teaches like Him? 23 Who has assigned
Him His way, Or who has said, 'You have done wrong'? Elihu Proclaims God's Majesty 24 "Remember
to magnify His work, Of which men have sung. 25 Everyone has seen it; Man looks on it from afar. 26
"Behold, God is great, and we do not know Him; Nor can the number of His years be discovered. 27
For He draws up drops of water, Which distill as rain from the mist, 28 Which the clouds drop down
And pour abundantly on man. 29 Indeed, can anyone understand the spreading of clouds, The
thunder from His canopy? 30 Look, He scatters His light upon it, And covers the depths of the sea. 31
For by these He judges the peoples; He gives food in abundance. 32 He covers His hands with
lightning, And commands it to strike. 33 His thunder declares it, The cattle also, concerning the rising
storm.
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It is a testimony to God's greatness. With all His power and majesty, can we, the weak, argue with Him?
Elihu attempts to paint a picture for Job that testifies to God's greatness, convincing him to submit to His
will joyfully.

Who teaches like Him?= He knows all things and all people, and knows the best and most appropriate
ways to teach each person. There are those whom He showers His mercies upon because He finds them
in need, and there are those who discipline them to deter them. God alone knows the method that is
appropriate for each person. He alone is the source of all light, knowledge, and instruction, and He loves
mankind with pure love. God's teaching is by persuasion of the mind and heart (Jeremiah 20: 7). Given
God's infinite capabilities, let every person fear to dictate to God how to act, for God is exalted by His
power. In (verses 24, 25), Remember to magnify His work, Of which men have sung = The meaning is
that God's creation is great and wondrous, all of it is wisdom and extraordinary ability, all of it is
goodness and love for mankind, and all of His works are evident before our eyes. Wherever we look, we
easily see God's finger evident in the creation of heaven and earth (Romans 1: 20 + Psalm 19: 3).

Everyone who feels God's work praises Him for His work = have sung.

Man looks on it from afar = We perceive God through His works, but we are far from fully perceiving
Him. We observe God's great works: creation, care for His creation, and then redemption. Every human
being sees God's work, but we cannot perceive God Himself. Through His works, we perceive Him as if
we were looking from afar.

In (verse 26) God is incomprehensible and infinite; He is great and self-sufficient, and is sufficient for all
creation. We know that He exists, but we do not know what He is or how He is. We know about Him
partially, but we cannot know Him completely. Therefore, it is impossible to question Him about every
action of His, and it is wrong to attribute fault to Him in His works. We are before an eternal God = Nor
can the number of His years be discovered.

In (verses 27, 28): Elihu asked Job in (Job 35:5) to look up at the heavens. Here he explains to him what
he would see if he looked up at the works that glorify God. He draws up drops of water = The ancients
did not understand the matter of water turning into vapour, rising into the atmosphere, and forming
clouds. Rather, they thought that all river and rain waters return to the ocean (the sea surrounding the
earth), and through underground streams they return to the clouds, then fall as rain on the earth and
gather in rivers. The rivers flow into the seas, and from the seas to the ocean and from there to the
clouds by way of streams, and so on. This is how the matter was explained in the Hebrew translation.
This is also how Solomon mentioned it in (Ecclesiastes 1: 7), and this is how the Greek and Latin poets
depicted it. And pour abundantly on man = Rain is God’s good gift, which comes down from above,
from the Father of lights. God is the source of all good things (Matthew 5: 45) and for all people. Note
that his saying drop is the opposite of what is said in (Genesis 7: 11) that God opens the floodgates of
heaven. When rain falls in drops, it is beneficial to humanity, as it is distributed well. However, if the
floodgates of heaven were opened, it would destroy the earth. So his saying 'drop' is a declaration of
God’s mercy toward humanity. Elihu’s question is, “Do you understand, Job, how all this happens?” And
in (verse 29) can anyone explain the clouds spreading like a curtain over the earth or like a canopy? If we
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cannot explain what we see every day, should we demand that God explain every action he takes
toward us, and should we demand that He justify everything?

the spreading of clouds = By lightning.

The thunder from His canopy = The sound of thunder when it crashes. Can Job justify lightning and
thunder?

And in (verse 30) Look, He scatters His light upon it, And covers the depths of the sea = God is
luminous, and His light is wondrous; we cannot see Him. He is hidden from us so that His radiance and
brilliance do not kill us. He is hidden by the clouds that are formed from the water rising to heaven from
the sea = the depths of the sea = The water that originates from the sea. The imagery here depicts the
clouds that cover the sun's light, preventing its heat from burning people. Elihu imagines that something
like this blocks God's light so that people do not die. This is entirely true, therefore, the cloud covered
the Lord Christ during his ascension, because during His ascension He sat at the right hand of the Father,
meaning His body acquired the same glory as His divinity, which is the same glory as the Father's divinity
(John 17: 5). His face shone like the sun as it sines with its strength (Revelation 1: 16).

In (verse 31) For by these He judges the peoples = God punishes the nations by opening the windows of
the sky, and by increasing the rains significantly, causing devastating floods. Or He withholds the rain,
causing drought and famine. If He had allowed the rain to fall in the form of drops, He would have
provided abundant sustenance. Rain is in His hand, for He is the controller of all things. For this reason,
the Church prays for the waters of rivers and winds, that God may grant them to us so that they may be
a source of good and not of destruction. The Church says, " Remember, O Lord, the air of heaven and
the fruits of the earth, bless them. Remember, O Lord, the waters of the rivers, bless them. Raise them
to their measure according to Your grace. Remember, O Lord, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the
field, bless them. " For rain may be withheld, and humans, animals, and plants may perish from thirst.
Also, river waters may rise in a great flood to the point that humans, animals, and plants drown. The
same applies to the winds. This is the meaning of the word "to their measure" in the litanies.

In (verse 32) He covers His hands with lightning, And commands it to strike = as if God held the
lightning. lightning in His hands like arrows with which He strikes His enemies. Thus, lightning strikes kil
people. In (verse 33) His thunder declares it = even the cattle understand that the sound of thunder is a
prelude to rain, so they seek shelter. The cattle also = the sound of thunder heralds the occurrence of a
rainstorm, and even the cattle understand that if the sound of thunder is loud and frightening, there is a
terrifying rainstorm. In this case, the sound of thunder is a sign of God's wrath. Indeed, the sound of
thunder is frightening, and some people are genuinely terrified by it. It is shameful that animals
understand warnings like thunder and understand that there is a storm, while humans hear the sound of
God's wrath and do not understand that plagues are coming (Luke 12: 54-57).

Probably in Elihu's last verses, clouds had begun to form, lightning and thunder had started, and rain
had begun to fall. Elihu was watching what was happening and contemplating the power of God, the
Creator.
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Chapter 37

At the end of the previous chapter, we saw the clouds began to form and rain fall. Elihu began to
contemplate the greatness of God the Creator, whose hands had made all this. As this chapter begins,
we understand that the clouds grew thicker, the lightning increased, and the sound of thunder became
terrifying, striking fear into the hearts of those who heard it. But Elihu continued to contemplate the
greatness of the Creator in His creation of nature. He sees God’s hand in the thunder and lightning (1-5)
and in the snow, rain, and wind (6-13). He challenged Job to find an explanation for everything he saw.

(Verses 1-5): “At this my heart pounds and leaps from its place. 2 Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice,
to the rumbling that comes from his mouth. 3 He unleashes his lightning beneath the whole heaven
and sends it to the ends of the earth. 4 After that comes the sound of his roar; he thunders with his
majestic voice. When his voice resounds, he holds nothing back. 5 God’s voice thunders in marvelous
ways; he does great things beyond our understanding.

Elihu ended the previous chapter by saying that even cattle fear the sound of thunder and understand
that a rainstorm is coming. Here he says, “At this my heart pounds,” = perhaps he felt that God’s wrath
was coming because of Job’s transgressions against God. God does not leave Himself without a witness,
for nature, thunder and lightning, which terrify people, are witnesses to God and a sign of His power and
glory. Just as rain and crops bear witness to God’s goodness, thunder and lightning bear witness to His
power and that He is a mighty God able to frighten and terrify His enemies. (And who is not afraid of the
sound of thunder and lightning that kills with its lightning bolts? This is a simple example of what God
can do to a sinful world. For the wicked, these signs are terrifying. It is said that the Roman Emperor
Caligula would hide under his bed or in any corner when he heard thunder.) God is always able to terrify
the wicked so that they may be deterred from their evil ways.

However, it is most likely that when Elihu began speaking about thunder, the clouds had already
gathered miraculously, and the lightning and thunder had started. Elihu was referring to what everyone
was hearing and seeing as evidence of God's greatness. He was probably referring in these verses to a
thunderstorm that had already begun. After Elihu finished speaking in this chapter, God spoke out of the
storm (Job 38: 1). Elihu's heart was troubled because he imagined that if the sound of thunder was so
frightening, how much more dreadful must the voice of God be. Perhaps his heart was troubled by the
sound of thunder, but most likely he had already begun to sense that a strange power was in control of
the place. This is completely true, because God did speak a few minutes later. However, the sound of
thunder and lightning are only preliminary signs that precede God's speech, as happened on Mount
Sinai and then with Elijah. But when God speaks, He speaks in a calm voice, and the lightning and
thunder are a prelude to His coming, striking fear and awe into the hearts of the listeners, preparing
them to hear God's voice. In general, whoever does not see God's righteous hand in His actions and
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believes and repents, sees His lightning and is terrified. And whoever does not hear God's voice within
himself, still hears the sound of thunder and trembles.

to the rumbling that comes from his mouth = thunder is called the voice of God (Psalm 29: 3).

to the ends of the earth = Its edges and ends. After that comes the sound of his roar = This is
understood to mean that after the lightning, the sound of thunder roars. Sound is slower than light. he
holds nothing back = meaning the rains, and this is the natural sequence: lightning, thunder, then rain.
And it may be understood from his saying, after a roaring sound, that after these signs of thunder and
lightning, God Himself will speak. And his saying in (verse 5) beyond our understanding = meaning that
we do not perceive all the secrets of nature around us, nor all of God’s wisdom in it.

(Verses 6-8): He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,” and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’
7 So that everyone he has made may know his work, he stops all people from their labor. 8 The
animals take cover; they remain in their dens.

He says to the snow = Elihu and all the Arabs who live in hot regions are amazed when they see snow.
They are amazed how the sky rains water and then snows, and they see behind all of this the hand of
God. the rain shower = heavy rain. he stops all people from their labor = When the snow or heavy rain
from the rain shower, the person does not go to work, but rather takes shelter in his home. The fact that
the person does not extend his hand to work is as if God has stopped his hand through His works in
nature (the rain and the snow). Thus, the person learns that their livelihood is not in their hands, for
when God wants a person to work, He prepares the atmosphere for them. The fingerprint and seal of
God are evident in a person's livelihood. Even the animals that the person uses in his work flee and hide
in their dens.

(Verses 9-13): The tempest comes out from its chamber, the cold from the driving winds. 10 The
breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become frozen. 11 He loads the clouds with
moisture; he scatters his lightning through them. 12 At his direction they swirl around over the face of
the whole earth to do whatever he commands them. 13 He brings the clouds to punish people, or to
water his earth and show his love.

In (verse 9) The tempest comes out from its chamber = In other translations, it is the tempest comes
out from the south. The south is the source of the hot winds. from the driving winds = the driving winds
in other translations is the north, where the north is the source of the cold north winds. The breath of
God produces ice = The breath of God is either the cold north wind that freezes rivers and lakes, or it is a
reference to the word of His power that freezes the water if He wills. The first interpretation is
consistent with Elihu's thought, for just as thunder refers to the voice of God. Hence, the wind refers to
the breath of God. and the broad waters become frozen = in the Jesuit, "the surfaces of the waters
curdle," meaning with the arrival of the hail, the liquid water begins to take on frozen ice-like forms
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amidst the waters, just as cheese curdles amidst milk. Both translations mean that the vast rivers or
lakes that were moving freely and overflowing cease their flow and movement.

He loads the clouds with moisture = in the Jesuit, "Then He charges the clouds with dew". God loads the
clouds with dew so that the clouds may return it to the earth to water it. he scatters his lightning
through them = In the Jesuit translation, “splits the clouds with His light”. If we understand it this way,
then it is talking about lightning. The meaning becomes that there are light, bright clouds that do not
carry rain, and this type disperses without raining. [We note that in verse (11) we find two types of
clouds, the cloud saturated with rain, which is a thick, dark cloud, and the light, bright cloud, which does
not rain].

He loads the clouds with moisture = It refers to the rain clouds that God has loaded with rain, and then
it begins to rain on the earth to water it, and it continues to rain until the last drop. It keeps dripping
until it gets tired of giving man what he needs to water his land with. The meaning of all this is that it is
in God's hands to determine the type of cloud, whether it is a cloud that is beneficial to man and waters
his land, or it is just a bright cloud that dissipates without providing man with rain.

At his direction they swirl around over the face of the whole earth = That is the clouds are in God'’s
hand; He turns them and moves them from one place to another as He wills. He sometimes sends them
to punish (verse 13) or to water his earth (to irrigate it). and show his love = for sustenance. The
difference between His saying for his earth and His saying show his love is that in His saying for to water
his earth, he refers to the rain falling at its appointed times according to what man is accustomed to,
and as drops and not as a destructive torrent. And in His saying, show his love, he refers to the return of
the rain after God had ordered it to be cut off to punish. Discipline may also manifest in the form of
heavy rains and destructive, deadly floods. Therefore, the church prays during times of water and wind,
saying, “Raise them to their measure according to Your grace.” We note that the cycle of water
(evaporation from the seas and oceans, then condensation, then the rain falling to irrigate the land) is
precisely calculated to be sufficient for the cultivation of the land. Elihu had previously indicated this in
(Job 36: 27-28, 31).

(Verses 14-20): “Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders. 15 Do you know how God
controls the clouds and makes his lightning flash? 16 Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those
wonders of him who has perfect knowledge? 17 You who swelter in your clothes when the land lies
hushed under the south wind, 18 can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard as a mirror of cast
bronze? 19 “Tell us what we should say to him; we cannot draw up our case because of our darkness.
20 Should he be told that | want to speak? Would anyone ask to be swallowed up?

Elihu still planned to remind Job of God’s wonderful works, so that Job would know his weakness and
ignorance and submit to God. Here, Elihu presents to Job some aspects of nature that Job cannot
understand, control, or predict the future of. In (verse 14), stop and consider = give yourself a chance to
reflect on God’s works. The Bible invites us on many occasions to stand and reflect on God’s work in His
creation to see God’s greatness, care, and protection for His creation. Solomon asked to study the ants,

179



Book of Job Commentary Chapter 37

Christ said, “Consider the lilies of the field,” and Isaiah asked to look at the heavens and learn who
created all this.

In (verse 15) Do you know how God controls the clouds = That is, do you understand how God directs
its affairs and how the works of His providence control them? and makes his lightning flash = It could be
lightning or a rainbow. In (verse 16) Do you know how the clouds hang poised = (see Job 26: 8) God
causes the abundant rainwater to fall into His clouds. The imagery here suggests that the clouds are like
a thin, delicate fabric of silk, yet they do not tear. The balancing of the clouds may also refer to how they
stand in the middle of the sky, suspended by their water and balanced, so they do not fall due to gravity.
And how the water pours from them in drops and does not rush out all at once. In (verse 17) You who
swelter in your clothes when the land lies hushed under the south wind = How do your clothes get hot
from the hot south winds that rush in after the winter season ends with its rains? That is, how do you
explain the successive changes in temperatures? In (verse 18) a mirror of cast bronze = Mirrors in the
past were made of polished bronze by casting, that is, by melting and shaping it. The simile here is:
Were you with God when He established the heavens and made them, so that they became like a
molten mirror in beauty. In a mirror we see our faces, but in the mirror of heaven we see the purity,
greatness and brilliance of the upper world and the glory of its inhabitants. We notice that the clear
expanse, that is, the view of the sky with its stars when there are no clouds, is like the view of a great
dome resting on the edges of the earth, shining and studded with stars. In (verse 19) darkness is the
darkness of people’s minds and their lack of knowledge of the matters of God. Elihu here says, “l am
helpless and do not understand. Will you help me, Job?” He says this sarcastically, meaning, “If you have
found yourself capable of arguing with God and attributing injustice and errors to Him, then teach us
what to say.” Therefore, when we speak about God, we should do so with extreme humility and
modesty. Do we consider ourselves knowledgeable? We are too ignorant to describe God or talk about
Him.

In (verse 20) Should he be told that | want to speak? = Here we find Elihu afraid that it will be said to
God that Elihu spoke about you. Elihu, in true humility, says that he is scared of what he said about God,
worried that he may have erred and that God will punish him because of his ignorance and mistakes. He
is not afraid of the issue he is discussing, which is God’s righteousness, but he is afraid or ashamed of the
way he dealt with it, as he sees himself as too insignificant to defend God. Would anyone ask to be
swallowed up? = If someone speaks about God with pride and arrogance, God’s wrath will swallow him
up, that is, it will destroy him. Even if he speaks well, he will be swallowed up by God’s greatness; that is,
he will not find himself before God’s greatness. The person will be like a point dissolving in an ocean of
God’s greatness and glory, the infinity of God’s majesty, and the mystery of His knowledge of Him.
Perhaps Elihu wanted to rebuke Job by asking him to plead before God (Job 13: 3 + Job 23: 3, 4).

(Verses 21-24): Now no one can look at the sun, bright as it is in the skies after the wind has swept
them clean. 22 Out of the north he comes in golden splendor; God comes in awesome majesty. 23 The
Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not
oppress. 24 Therefore, people revere him, for does he not have regard for all the wise in heart?
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In (verse 21) A sweet, comforting hope. After the clouds that block out the sunlight, the wind blows, the
clouds disperse, and the light appears. This is a consolation for Job, as the clouds that lock out the
sunlight are a symbol of the hardships that befell him, so he did not see God’s mercy. But as God
mentioned to Noah (Genesis 8: 1), He allowed a wind to calm the waters. Elihu saw in these winds
evidence of the return of God’s favours to Job after a period in which he did not see God’s mercy.

In (verse 22) Out of the north he comes in golden splendor = gold is the golden light of the sun, and it
was said that it is from the north because the wind that drives away the clouds is a north wind, and it
comes to cleanse the sky (Proverbs 25: 23). Here there is a sense that God’s mercies are near and will
shine upon Job as the sun shines. We note that gold symbolizes heavenly things, so God’s favours
coming from heaven must come upon the repentant as the sun shines from behind a cloud.

In (verse 23) The Almighty is beyond our reach = people should not judge God’s actions, but fear Him
and submit to Him in obedience. he does not oppress = God is not obligated to answer our questions,
that is, we should not ask God why He did this or that. Rather, we should submit with faith that He is all-
wise and does not make mistakes, because people are not able to understand everything God does, as
the Lord said to Peter, “What | am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”
(John 13:7), and they do not have the right to judge what they do not know. Therefore, people revere
him, for does he not have regard for all the wise in heart? = What is meant by wise in heart is that he is
wise in his own eyes, that is, the arrogant. This person will not fear and will not know how to approach
God, because the way to approach God is reverence, awe, and humility. God answers the prayers of the
humble and does not care about the objections of the arrogant, and will not change His plans because of
the objections of these wise, arrogant people. The verse was translated by the Jesuits: “Therefore,
people fear Him, but no one who is wise in heart can comprehend Him.”
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Chapter 38

God Speaks = In most arguments, one of the disputants wins and has the final say. The argument here
initially arose between Job and his friends. The friends gave in and left the arena to Job alone, until Elihu
entered and Job withdrew. Elihu was a servant of the Lord preparing the way for Him, just as John the
Baptist was before Christ. The discussion ended with God's intervention. God said to Job, "You do not
know such-and-such..." These are everyday things that happen before your eyes every day. How dare
you discuss God's judgments? Let us know that God makes decisions about life events, and these
decisions are based on His eternal and everlasting knowledge. He is the only one who knows people's
secrets. How can we argue with God and hold Him to account? Rather, how can we dare to object to His
judgments regarding a matter with a background that may have beginnings before we were born and a
continuity that may extend to generations after us? We existed for a moment in time and will disappear
after that. What moves God to make a decision is 1) His infinite wisdom, 2) His love, for this is His
nature. Where are we, from all this, to discuss God? Here, God resorts to examples from nature that
every human being sees, and in which every human being must see God. There was no holy book in
which God could speak to humans, so He addressed them in ways they could understand and see. Thus,
Jesus Christ spoke to people using parables that reflected what they saw in their own lives (such as the
farmer and the fisherman, etc.). God began here by mentioning creatures without souls, such as the
earth, the sea, light, rain, and celestial bodies (Job 38: 1-38). Then He moved on to what did have souls,
such as ibex, wild boar, and wild oxen, .. etc. He rebuked Job for his boldness, for he had attributed
injustice to God (Job 16: 6-17 + Job 19: 7-12). God said to him, “Shall the one who contends with the
Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” (Job 40: 2). He also said, “Perhaps you
contradict My judgment, accusing Me so that you may be justified.” God showed Job that man is unable
to rule the world and that it is not fitting for him to take the place of the Creator.

Perhaps modern science has found answers to some of the questions raised here, and scientists have
discovered some natural laws that govern the movement of bodies and planets, such as the laws of
gravity, self-repulsion, and the laws of force... etc. But who is behind these laws? Who established them,
and who guarantees their implementation? God alone is the One about whom it is said that He upholds
all things by the word of His power. That is why we call Him the Ruler of All, " and upholding all things by
the word of His power" (Hebrews 1: 3). He is the One who governs, controls, and cares for nature, both
inanimate objects like the planets and living things like animals. If He appears to feed animals, how
much more would He care and have compassion for man, whom He loves? He created man because He
loves him and to demonstrate His works of love to him. Then His love was manifested on the cross. If
God loves man, how could He allow him to be harmed and hurt? These words are directed to Job, who
protests against God's judgments and even considers them directed against him.

Thus, Christ explained that if God cares for the lilies of the field and the birds of the air, then He is even
more concerned with man. We notice here that God did not explain to Job why He allowed him to suffer
this pain, but rather God used a beautiful way with Him. Here, God placed trust in Job’s heart. God
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placed trust in Job’s heart in the justice of God’s judgment, His wisdom, His love even for animals, and
His preservation of His creation as the Controller of all things. For if He had left the seas or lightning, for
example, without control, all of humanity would have perished. He brought Job face-to-face with his
capabilities and showed Job his helplessness. Faced with his helplessness and with the power of God
that he had seen and trusted, Job threw himself into God’s arms, seeking His protection.

Thus, for every person who objects to God’s judgments, as Job did, he should not seek an explanation
for what is happening to him, but rather seek trust and faith in God and feel His love. If we felt God’s
love, we would say with the Apostle Paul, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8: 35). This
is because Paul first felt that the love of Christ was compels him (2 Corinthians 5: 14).

(Verse 1): Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind = Usually, thunder, lightning, earthquakes, fire, and
heavy clouds precede the word of the Lord to man, or the manifestation of the Lord's glory to humanity
(Exodus 19: 16-18 + Psalm 18: 9-13 + 1 Kings 19: 11, 12). This is what happened at Sinai with Moses and
then with Elijah. But when the Lord speaks, He speaks in a low, soft voice that reaches the heart. Job had
asked to reason with God, "Let Him take His rod away from me, And do not let dread of Him terrify me."
but God did not respond to his request. The terrifying storm came first to terrify him, and thus he
submits. This was to rebuke him for his boldness, firstly, and then to place him in a position of reverence
before the glory of God. For only the humble and contrite hear the voice of God (Isaiah 57: 15). From
this position, he can benefit from the words he hears from God, and the low, soft voice of God will enter
his heart. Then doubts are dispelled, and the problems of the one who hears are resolved. God intends
to terrify the listener first if he is in a position of pride and arrogance. Pride creates a barrier between us
and God. How can the arrogant person meet the humble God? When Job felt more righteous than God,
he was in a position of pride. After he humbled himself, God’s word reached Job, and he cried out with
Jeremiah, “O Lord, You induced me, and | was persuaded” (Jeremiah 20: 7). When Job was persuaded,
he cried out, “I have sinned. Repent, O Lord, and | will repent through the work of Your Holy Spirit within
me, who persuades me to repent.” No one will regret and repent unless God works within him,
convicting him of his sin and convincing him to repent, provided that the person does not resist the
work of God’s Spirit within him, but responds to Him. As for God’s servants, like Elihu, their work is to
prepare for God’s work within. Everyone who truly desires will hear God’s voice and repent, just as Job
was here in a state of preparation. God spoke, and then the Holy Spirit returned to inspire and dictate to
the writer of the Book of Job what God said to record in the Bible. The Holy Spirit reminds us and
teaches us, and lets us know that the whole Bible is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3: 16 + 2 Peter 1: 21).

(Verse 2): “Who is this who darkens counsel By words without knowledge?
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Who is this who darkens counsel = who darkens, that is, he surrounds the judgments with darkness and
makes them appear as if they are wrong. God’s judgments are enlightening, but man, in his ignorance
and darkness, appears to him to be otherwise. Or he, with his human opinions and limited human
wisdom, issues wrong, unjust, and dark judgments against God’s judgments, making the apparent image
of God’s judgments before people appear dark and not entirely enlightened. These words refer to Job,
who attributed injustice to God’s judgment and By words without knowledge, that is, with ignorance
and arrogance. Who is this = Who is this weak person who would dare to accuse the Almighty of
injustice?! Is he Job, to whom | attributed perfection, and he accuses me of injustice? Has Job reached
the point of standing with the wicked? Is this Job, who was perfect? These words are what affected Job's
heart and led him to repent, so he repeated them in (Job 42: 3). He decided that he was foolish and
ignorant when he attributed injustice to God'’s judgment.

(Verse 3): Now prepare yourself like a man; | will question you, and you shall answer Me.

Now prepare yourself like a man = Be prepared because | will ask you several questions, try to answer
them if you can, before | answer your questions, and here God responds to Job’s saying, “Call, and | will
answer” (Job 13: 22). Meaning, | am ready, O Lord, to answer any question you have, and of course Job
meant by this that he was prepared to answer any accusation God might direct at him to justify himself,
but God, as we said, did not take the usual path of dialogue, directing an accusation at Job and waiting
for him to justify or defend himself, then explaining to him why he did what he did. This method of
dialogue is a human approach that is suitable for communication between two human beings. But God,
as we said, used another method, which is to put trust in Job’s heart towards God, and after Job trusts,
God can act as He wishes. For even if God tried to condemn Job for any action, Job would have wanted
to justify himself, and that is what he did with his friends. Suppose Job was convinced that he had
sinned, would he have accepted the discipline? For every human being would refuse to suffer? Suppose
Job was convinced that God must discipline him, would he know the proper way to discipline?
Therefore, God does not enter into the discussion with his children because they will not know what is
best for them, and they should trust Him. Also, if God had answered Job and explained to him how he
had sinned and how God would treat him to heal him, God should have answered each of us if we asked
why and how. But God’s method here was to show Job and us the extent of his greatness and
capabilities. If God did not err in all of this, would He err with me?! How and why would He err when He
does not err in creation, nor in managing and preserving it?

The word man here means a fighter, and it is a mockery. Job imagined that he was in conflict with God.
Let us examine God's approach to dialogue with Job and how it bore fruit. After God finished speaking to
him, Job the fighter humbled himself and admitted that he was nothing, thus becoming more perfect in
God's sight. and you shall answer Me = In other translations, “you shall teach Me,” which is a mockery
of Job. Can man know God? Therefore, man has no right to object to God or what He does, nor to
guestion His justice and wisdom. Thus, God challenges Job to demonstrate his wisdom to justify his
questions about the divine wisdom, the justice of which he questioned. God's majesty will not be
affected if we object to His wisdom, and His glory will not increase if we attribute wisdom to Him in His
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actions. However, God is deeply concerned that we praise and glorify Him, and reconcile with Him, not
for His sake, but for our own. The only way to receive heavenly blessings is to believe that God is a loving
God who does good things, even to the point of sacrificing Himself on the cross. Without this faith, it is
impossible to please Him (Hebrews 11: 6). We have seen, in the case of Job, how he was torn apart and
in pain while in conflict with God, and how his problems ended when he reconciled with God. For this
reason, Christ came to reconcile God and man (2 Corinthians 5: 19).

(Verses 4-7): “Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have
understanding. 5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line
upon it? 6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the morning
stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

God's first question about the earth calls Job to humility. Here he is, living on the earth and seeing it
every day. Does he understand the secrets of the earth's creation? Was he with God when He founded
it, or did He guide God in establishing it? Do you know, Job, how the earth's measurements were taken?
Then God uses several metaphors to explain. God depicts the foundation of the earth as someone
building a house. He first takes measurements and drawings, then begins construction. The builders
stretched the line upon it to ensure the building is level and vertical so it doesn't collapse (a stretched
line is a weighted string that hangs down to show the building's straightness).

Then, to indicate the stability of the earth and that it will not fall from space, He says that it has firm
foundations and a cornerstone in its construction. It is solid and stable; therefore, all of this can't have
happened by chance. The cornerstone connects two walls. The cornerstone here may refer to the
interconnectedness of the entire solar system, as well as each galaxy, and so on. God's work in His
creation was perfect. The angels = the morning stars = rejoiced in what God had done, so they sang
praise to the Creator. The children of God in general rejoice in every work God does, for they realize the
perfection of His work. Light in general is an attribute of God, and the angels are the first creation of
God, the Father of lights, and there will be no evening in the heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 21: 25 + 22:
5). They are the sons of God because they bear His image and serve God as a man serves his father. Here
we see God glorified in His creation, which is the angels. God’s work and creation require us to praise
Him for it. This is the meaning of our saying in the hymn, “Praise the Lord, all you mountains and seas...”
That is, this creation bears witness to the greatness of God, for which we must praise Him.

(Verses 8-11): “Or who shut in the sea with doors, When it burst forth and issued from the womb; 9
When | made the clouds its garment, And thick darkness its swaddling band; 10 When | fixed My limit
for it, And set bars and doors; 11 When I said, ‘This far you may come, but no farther, And here your
proud waves must stop!’

God's second question to Job was about the sea. He saw it before him and dealt with it daily, but it was
relatively farther away than the land, so he could not reach its depths. The creation of the sea here was
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likened to the birth of a child the clouds its garment, And thick darkness its swaddling band. This is a
reference to God's creation on the third day (Genesis 1: 9) when God gathered the waters together, and
they obeyed as if they were a newborn child. Just as we cover a child with clothing and swaddling
clothes, the sea is covered from above by clouds and thick mist. Just as parents prepare a bed (cradle)
for their newborn to sleep in, God prepared sufficient depressions in the earth's crust, equal to the
waters of the seas and oceans, for the sea and its waters to sleep in peace. Thus, each of us, before God
created us, had a place to seek refuge. But this child is a mighty one; when the winds hit him, he rebels,
and his rebellion frightens people, as well as the many coastal cities it has destroyed. Now man has
some knowledge about the forces that affect the sea (the movement of the sun and moon and their
relationship to the tides, the winds and storms...) But can man control the sea waters and prevent their
turbulence? As for God, He is the One who can control them. = | fixed My limit for it = that is, | imposed
My rule on it. God has bound him with limits, = And set bars and doors = so he cannot exceed the limit
God has set for him. This merciful hand that sets limits for the sea so that it does not exceed it is the
hand of God that cares for man so that he does not drown. Let us contemplate with Job; the terrifying
sea with its waves and darkness is nothing but a child in the hand of God, who can silence it whenever
He wants. Notice that when God created Adam, He gave him authority over the animals, birds, and fish,
but he has no authority over the rest of creation, such as the sea, rain, and planets. Man's authority is
limited, but God's authority is unlimited.

(Verses 12-15): “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, And caused the dawn to
know its place, 13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, And the wicked be shaken out of
it? 14 It takes on form like clay under a seal, And stands out like a garment. 15 From the wicked their
light is withheld, And the upraised arm is broken.

The third question God directed to Job was about the rising of light on earth. Here you, Job, rejoice in
the sunrise every day when its light shines. Still, you cannot determine or control the time of sunrise, for
it is fixed and defined before you were created = Have you commanded the morning since your days
began = Did the light begin to rise in the morning in your days and for you alone, or by your command?
Job had previously said in (Job 24: 13-17) that the wicked fear the light, and here God asks him, do you
have the privilege of causing the light to rise so that it may serve humanity by distancing the wicked =
And the wicked be shaken out of it = God is the one who sends the light, so the wicked are exposed and
condemned. From the wicked their light is withheld = The light of the wicked is darkness, in which they
do their evil deeds; they hide during the day and work at night. Thus, light is a sign of God's power and
mercy, and indeed one of His attributes. This is in contrast to the wicked who walk in darkness. Light is
also a sign of God's just judgment that exposes the evil of the wicked = And the wicked be shaken out of
it = as one shakes dust off a garment. And the upraised arm is broken = they lose their power, their
plans, their freedom, and perhaps their lives are ruined. The arm that was raised against God or His
people is broken, so they no longer have the power to commit their evils. When the light appears = take
hold of the ends of the earth = The ends mean sides or regions, meaning it covers the entire earth, and
the shapes of the mountains, lands, seas, etc. begin to appear. When darkness prevails and the earth is
immersed in a sea of darkness, it has no shape. As the light begins to appear, it starts to take on a shape,
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with its mountains, waters, and colours. Here is a nice simile that the earth before the light shone upon
it was like formless clay, and when the light shone upon it it was as if it was sealed with a ring that
shaped this clay and gave it the shape of a ring, and as if the earth was clothed in this luminous garment.
How beautiful is this image here! When Christ shone with His light (He is the Sun of Righteousness), He
broke the arm of Satan and exposed his work, and Christ sealed His image in our hearts (Malachi 4: 2, 3
+ Ezekiel 30: 21, 22 + Colossians 2: 15 + Galatians 4: 19 + Luke 1: 78 + Luke 1: 51 + 2 Corinthians 4: 6).

(Verse 16): “Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or have you walked in search of the depths?

Job's next question: Have you reached the depths of the sea and known from where the sea springs? Do
you know how the sea is filled, and how a river flows into the sea and does not empty? Or have you
walked in search of the depths? The original meaning of the word is unsearchable, and the meaning is:
Do you know all the secrets of the ocean floor? (Psalm 77: 19). So, will someone who does not
understand the secrets of the sea understand the depth of God's counsel?

(Verse 17): Have the gates of death been revealed to you? Or have you seen the doors of the shadow
of death?

The next question is about the gates of death = Death is a great mystery, and we do not know how or
when we die. We cannot describe how the bond between the soul and body is dissolved. The ancients
envisioned a realm of death beneath the depths of the sea and the earth, a place unknown to all. They
said that no one from the dead has returned to tell us the way to the gates of death.

(Verse 18): Have you comprehended the breadth of the earth? Tell Me, if you know all this.

The next question is about the Earth. It's as if God is saying, "There's no need for me to ask you about
death, which you haven't experienced. I'm going to ask you about the Earth you live on. Can you
determine its dimensions? In Job's day, no one had circled the Earth. The ancients thought the Earth was
flat, not spherical, and no one could possibly measure its dimensions."

(Verses 19-24): “Where is the way to the dwelling of light? And darkness, where is its place, 20 That
you may take it to its territory, That you may know the paths to its home? 21 Do you know it, because
you were born then, Or because the number of your days is great? 22 “Have you entered the treasury
of snow, Or have you seen the treasury of hail, 23 Which | have reserved for the time of trouble, For
the day of battle and war? 24 By what way is light diffused, Or the east wind scattered over the earth?

Here, we find God asking Job several puzzling questions. Do you know how He created light, when
darkness prevailed, and then God spread His light over the earth? Were you there, Job, to participate
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with God in creating the light? Or By what way is light diffused = Perhaps the light is distributed in the
sense that it is decomposed into the seven colours of the spectrum. However, the most likely meaning is
that the light is spread over the entire Earth as soon as dawn breaks, as what puzzled the ancients was
how the light suddenly appears and, in moments, illuminates the Earth as a whole. They drew a picture
of this: The morning light rides the wings of the east wind to be quickly distributed over the entire earth
(Psalm 139: 9 + Malachi 4: 2). The east wind is swift and very strong, so it spreads the light quickly and
disperses the darkness, just as the east wind does with the clouds, causing them to dissipate. The east
wind is related to the sun rising from the east. If you knew the secrets of light, would you know its ways
and how the light rises? Have you reached the sources of the dwelling of light? So that you can make it
come out whenever you want, or make the light set whenever you want.

And darkness, where is its place = Until a few years ago, this phrase was interpreted to mean that
darkness was an expression of the disappearance of light. Here, we find God speaking of darkness as
something that resides somewhere, not just as an expression of the disappearance of light. However,
over the past few years, astronomers have discovered that what they see through their telescopes
represents only 0.27% of all the universe's components. Darkness represents 99.73% of the universe.
Scientists have discovered that these dark objects and energies are distributed throughout the universe
in a wondrous, even miraculous, manner to maintain the balance of expansion occurring within it (see
the interpretation of Job 9: 8). Thus, life on Earth continues. Scientists began to study the locations and
distribution of these dark places in the universe. They discovered that these dark objects have weight
and entity, and that our galaxy is nestled within a wondrous dark halo ten times the size of our galaxy.
Thus, this dark halo exists within another, larger dark halo, and so on. Each halo has a specific weight
and diameter.

In fact, | found the topic of dark matter difficult for someone like me with little information to write
about, explain, or even translate, lest its meaning be lost. | preferred to quote what | read about it as it
appeared in an English-language reference. The author, originally an astronomer, saw his mission as
explaining to non-believers the validity of the Bible and demonstrating that there is no contradiction
between the Bible and science. He even used the topic of dark matter, which constitutes most of the
universe, as evidence that the Bible had spoken of it nearly 4,000 years before its discovery; indeed, the
one speaking of it here was God.

[Hidden Treasures in the Book of Job * Ross]

The Swiss American astronomer Fritz Zwicky was the first scientist to recognize that dark (nonradiant)
must comprise a substantial portion of the universe's makeup. As far back as the 1930,s his study of the
dynamics of nearby galaxies and galaxy clusters indicated their stability depends heavily on the
abundance of some kind of matter characterized by mass but not by noticeable radiance.

In 1990,s detailed maps of the radiation left over from the big bang (the cosmic microwave background
radiation) together with a fairly accurate measurement of the cosmic expansion rate revealed that only
about a sixth of he universe's dark matter is what would be called "ordinary" matter-matter comprised
of such ordinary particles as protons, neutrons and electrons. These ordinary particles can and do
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interact with light (photons). When highly concentrated in stars and nebulae, this ordinary matter
begins to radiate and is no longer dark, but most (90%) either stays dark or returns to being dark.
Ordinary matter makes up 17.5% of the universe's total matter.

Exotic dark matter accounts for the remaining 82.5% of the universe's matter and 23.3% of the
universe's total "content" most of which is not matter at all. this exotic matter interacts only weakly, at
best, with protons. It is made up of particles such as neutrinos and what physicists tentatively refer to as
axions and neutralinos. Regardless of the form it takes, exotic matter is always dark.

The universe's main component is something called dark energy, or space energy density. some 72.1%
of the physical universe is this "something," which is even harder to describe than it is to name. It can

best be portrayed as the self-stretching property (like an anti-elastic band) of the space surface of the

universe, and its abundance controls the rate at which the universe expands.

We can say that this chapter completes what is mentioned in Genesis 1 about the creation. Genesis 1 is
arranged chronologically and historically, but without details. However, here we find some details that
clarify many points, but they are not presented in chronological order.

Verse 21 is a mockery of Job, as he was not present at the time.

In (verses 22, 23), do you know how hail and ice are formed? God sometimes uses them against the
wicked. This happened with Pharaoh and with Joshua's enemies. It will happen again at the end of days
(Revelation 8: 7). See Joshua 10: 11 + Psalm 68: 14 + Exodus 9:18 = Which | have reserved for the time
of trouble, For the day of battle and war? = It is as if God keeps hailstones as weapons in their
storerooms until the day of battle comes, and the storeroom is suddenly opened. Snow is water vapour
that freezes in the clouds before it condenses into droplets. Hail is a precipitation that first turns into
water droplets that gather in clouds and then freezes.

(Verses 25-28): “Who has divided a channel for the overflowing water, Or a path for the thunderbolt,
26 To cause it to rain on a land where there is no one, A wilderness in which there is no man; 27 To
satisfy the desolate waste, And cause to spring forth the growth of tender grass? 28 Has the rain a
father? Or who has begotten the drops of dew?

The question here is about rain. Does man have the power to control the rain, to send it down where he
wants it? Only God has this power, to send down the rain in the amount he specifies and in the place he
specifies. It is as if the rain descends through channels determined by God. The rain may be in the form
of drops so as not to spoil the earth, or it may be a flood that drowns the earth. God promised Noah that
it would not happen again. Thus, we understand that the keys to the rain channels are in God's hands.
He also holds the lightning and thunderbolts in His hand, because God controls the rain. He does not
forget the barren lands, the wastelands, and the deserts, for there are creatures living in them. God
does not only care about man, but about all of His creation = To cause it to rain on a land where there is
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no one. And God is the source of the rain. Has the rain a father? = Yes, He is God who generates it,
brings it forth, and controls it. Even the most minor drops of rain or dew, He controls them = the drops
of dew.

(Verses 29-30): From whose womb comes the ice? And the frost of heaven, who gives it birth? 30 The
waters harden like stone, And the surface of the deep is frozen.

God has the power to freeze water. One might wonder where this ice came from = From whose womb
comes the ice? =What is the source of this great power?

(Verses 31-33): “Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades, Or loose the belt of Orion? 32 Can you bring
out Mazzaroth in its season? Or can you guide the Great Bear with its cubs? 33 Do you know the
ordinances of the heavens? Can you set their dominion over the earth?

The question now is about the planets. The stars are under God's control alone (Psalm 147: 4 + Genesis
1: 14). Man has no power to change anything. the Pleiades = a group of stars linked together like a
necklace of jewels. Orion = the name of a constellation pictured by the ancients as a bound Orion.

Mazzaroth = a group of planets worshipped by the pagans (2 Kings 23: 5). the Great Bear with its cubs =
the cubs of the Great Bear, seven planets, four of which are square in shape, so they were called the
Great Bear. The remaining three were called the cubs of the Great Bear. There is another group called
the smaller cubs of the Great Bear. Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? No matter how much
scientists learn about the secrets of the planets, their knowledge remains incomplete to this day. God
alone sets the movements of the planets and controls them, so they rule over the earth = Can you set
their dominion over the earth? = The sun's movement with the Earth determines the seasons
(spring/fall/winter/summer), and the moon determines the tides. Note that the Pleiades appear in the
spring and Orion at the beginning of winter. The end of winter and the arrival of spring were depicted as
binding Orion = Or loose the belt of Orion. Do you control this, Job? (Genesis 1: 14-19). Perhaps his
statement Can you set their dominion over the earth = means the planets control the movement of the
earth, that laws of motion link the entire universe, and all planets affect one another. The movement of
the earth is affected by the planets in our solar system. The presence of the other planets in our galaxy
influences our solar system. Our galaxy is affected by the rest of the galaxies, and behind all of this is the
Controller of all who set the laws of motion for all of this. This concept is similar to the cornerstone
mentioned in verse 6 of this chapter.

(Verses 34-38): “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, That an abundance of water may cover you?
35 Can you send out lightnings, that they may go, And say to you, ‘Here we are!’? 36 Who has put
wisdom in the mind? Or who has given understanding to the heart? 37 Who can number the clouds by
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wisdom? Or who can pour out the bottles of heaven, 38 When the dust hardens in clumps, And the
clods cling together?

Here, God reveals to man his weakness and inability to control nature. He cannot command rain to fall
to irrigate the earth if it dries up. However, if we want rain, we must raise our voices to God and pray;
God will then send it. Thus, Elijah did, and the church does now, praying for rain, crops, and winds. But
we cannot raise our voices to command rain directly, as it is in God’s hands. That is why rain did not fall
through the prayers of the priests of Baal in the time of Elijah. They did not raise their prayers to God.
the mind = God, in His wisdom, controls the clouds and meteors. He not only has authority over them,
but He controls them with wisdom. The wisdom by which God controls the clouds is demonstrated in His
estimating the amount of water poured from the clouds = Who can number the clouds by wisdom? = to
determine the amount of rain. the bottles of heaven = the clouds here are likened to bottles filled with
water. the clods = clay. God pours rainwater on the soil of the earth, forming clay and making the land
suitable for agriculture. The particles of dirt, sand, and other components of the original soil attract and
stick together, much like molten metal pouring out, and all the components of the soil become
homogeneous, with a uniform density, melted into a single entity. Then the sun shines upon them, and
they solidify just as molten metal does.

(Verses 39-41): “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 40 When
they crouch in their dens, Or lurk in their lairs to lie in wait? 41 Who provides food for the raven,
When its young ones cry to God, And wander about for lack of food?

Starting here, in addition to the whole of chapter 39, God speaks of His authority, the goodness of His
counsels, and His goodness regarding His animal creation. Can you hunt the prey for the lion = Can you,
Job, feed the animals like lions and care for all of creation? When they crouch in their dens = They lie
down in the dens (according to the Jesuit translation). Or lurk in their lairs to lie in wait? = The lairs are
the many intertwined trees. The meaning is, who provides for these animals when they hide in the
middle of the trees, or lie down in their dens, and who taught them to do this to eat and live, and who
provides for them so they do not die? Who provides food for the raven = God chose the raven because
man despises and hates it, and He chose the lion because man fears it, and if he finds one, he would kill
it. While no one cares for these animals, God does. When its young ones cry to God = They stretch out
their necks and cry out, asking for food. The lives of these animals and birds demonstrate God's
goodness, who protects and feeds them to keep them alive. God cares for all of His creation, even the
wild ones. He did not mention cattle and lambs because humans use them and feed them to serve their
needs. God has given all animals wisdom and instincts by which they survive. If God cares for wild
animals, then does He not care for humans as well? God's words in this chapter are a call to Job not to
trust in himself, but rather to trust in God, who loves His creation and manages all its affairs with
wisdom. It is a call to humility before God.
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God's style of reproach here is similar to that of Jesus Christ, who said, "God provides for the sparrows
and clothes the lilies of the field more beautifully than Solomon did." So, would He not provide for us
humans? Did Christ die for the sparrows and the lilies of the field, or for me?!
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Chapter 39

God continues to rebuke Job because He accused him of injustice, while He even takes care of other
creatures, the wild and the weak, and provides for them. God rebukes Job because in his many talks, he
made sure to mention his goodness, his concern for the poor, and his good deeds. It is as if God is saying
to him, If you have done some good deeds, all my deeds are good. Look at the creation around you, and
you will see that | do not forget anyone. If there are some deeds that your human wisdom cannot
comprehend, then be humble and realize that your knowledge is simple, even of the creation around
you, so how much more so of the things that you are ignorant of.

(Verses 1-4): “Do you know the time when the wild mountain goats bear young? Or can you mark
when the deer gives birth? 2 Can you number the months that they fulfill? Or do you know the time
when they bear young? 3 They bow down, They bring forth their young, They deliver their offspring. 4
Their young ones are healthy, They grow strong with grain; They depart and do not return to them.

goats and deer live on rocks high in the mountains, far from human habitation. It is challenging for
humans to understand their nature and habits. However, God not only knows them, but He also
manages them, because they all come from Him. One of the wonders of God’s providence is that He
gave these animals, even the young ones, an instinct by which they can manage themselves, unlike
human children who need to be cared for by their parents for several years, otherwise they perish. God
has set a specific time for each type of animal to become pregnant and give birth. In fact, they give birth
much more easily than humans. Humans do not appoint these animals to give birth; rather, they give
birth on their own, and God cares for them until they give birth and then cares for their young. If God
cares for these animals, how much more would His care be for human beings?

(Verses 5-8): “Who set the wild donkey free? Who loosed the bonds of the onager, 6 Whose home |
have made the wilderness, And the barren land his dwelling? 7 He scorns the tumult of the city; He
does not heed the shouts of the driver. 8 The range of the mountains is his pasture, And he searches
after every green thing.

the wild donkey is more beautiful and faster than the tame donkey. He cannot be tamed, trained, or
made use of = He does not heed the shouts of the driver = He cannot be tied to a cart to pull it. He likes
to live free in the wilderness = Whose home | have made the wilderness, And the barren land his
dwelling? = so the wilderness and barren land are the place of its dwelling. He does not enter a village to
live in it = He scorns the tumult of the city = meaning he does not accept having an owner to work for
him. And he searches after every green thing = Because he has no owner, he is responsible for himself.
He searches for green spots to eat. While the tamed donkey works, and his master gives him his food.
The wild donkey is taken as a symbol of the sinful, lustful person who follows his lust and claims that he
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is free to do whatever he wants (Jeremiah 2: 24 + Hosea 8: 9). Just as the wild donkey is also of no use,
so is this evil person. As for the tamed donkey, it is the one who accepts discipline from his master, so

his master feeds him. God will settle the person who accepts God’s discipline in green pastures, while

the life of the wicked will be in the desert and barren land, that is, in ruin.

(Verses 9-12): “Will the wild ox be willing to serve you? Will he bed by your manger? 10 Can you bind
the wild ox in the furrow with ropes? Or will he plow the valleys behind you? 11 Will you trust him
because his strength is great? Or will you leave your labor to him? 12 Will you trust him to bring home
your grain, And gather it to your threshing floor?

the wild ox = Bigger and stronger than the domesticated ox. It also cannot be used in the same way as
the domesticated ox. This shows the power of the Creator and the weakness of man, who is unable even
to tame an animal. The wild ox existed in ancient Palestine, but is no longer there (Numbers 23: 22 +
Psalm 92: 10). God shows Job that he cannot subjugate this wild ox to serve him, because Job imagined
that all things should be subject to his thought and wisdom, and that everything should go according to
his whims. It is as if God is saying to him, 'Let us start with the wild ox. Can you make it go according to
your will?' Before the fall of man, he had authority over all the beasts. But after the fall, the animals
rebelled against him, and he lost his authority. However, God kept some animals under man’s authority
to serve him, and did not give him authority over the rest so that he would recognize his weakness and
not become arrogant.

(Verses 13-18): “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, But are her wings and pinions like the kindly
stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And warms them in the dust; 15 She forgets that a
foot may crush them, Or that a wild beast may break them. 16 She treats her young harshly, as though
they were not hers; Her labor is in vain, without concern, 17 Because God deprived her of wisdom,
And did not endow her with understanding. 18 When she lifts herself on high, She scorns the horse
and its rider.

The ostrich is found in the Arab world, Africa and other places and is raised for its beautiful and valuable
feathers. It has two wings but cannot fly as her wings are small in relation to its length and weight (its
length is over two meters). Her wings wave proudly, but they are not large enough to fly = But are her
wings and pinions like the kindly stork’s? = The stork is a bird with wide, broad wings that it uses to fly
and carry it long distances. The meaning is that each bird has different qualities and capabilities.
However, the ostrich's wings help it run, and it is very fast, faster than horses = She scorns the horse
and its rider. Its stride is about 8 meters long. When she lifts herself on high = that is, it raises its head
when it runs. When laying eggs, she lays them in the sand. Sometimes she incubates them, but
sometimes she abandons them when the heat becomes too intense, and they hatch without her tiring
herself out due to the heat. She leaves her eggs exposed, vulnerable to being trampled on by anyone
(verses 14, 15). If the ostrich leaves its eggs like this, how will the young ones hatch? Surely this is God's
care. "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely
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they may forget, Yet | will not forget you." Let parents learn from the ostrich, for he would be an unwise
father if he left his children in the world without spiritual care, for they will surely be crushed by the
desires of this world and trampled underfoot by wicked people. And all the parents' labors will be in vain
= Her labor is in vain, without concern = that is, the ostrich does not regret losing her eggs or breaking
them. And in her concern for herself, if she is afraid or feels danger, she runs at great speed and
abandons her young = She treats her young harshly, and this is an example of unfaithful servants. Our
Coptic Church always places ostrich eggs in front of the altar with this concept, that God is the one who
cares for His people, even if everyone forgets him, and even if our mothers and servants forget us, God
does not forget us, for His eye is always on us. We see ostrich eggs hanging in the church. We remember
God's promise: " Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Surely they may forget, Yet | will not forget you." (Isaiah 49: 15). For she leaves her eggs on the
ground, And warms them in the dust = she leaves them to hatch in the hot, burning dust. That is why it
is common for the ostrich to be unjust in nature, unloving of her young, and without wisdom = Because
God deprived her of wisdom, And did not endow her with understanding. While her feathers are
precious and she shows them off, she lacks wisdom. Which do we prefer: wisdom despite being poor, or
the pride of the rich despite being unwise? The ostrich's pride in her feathers was taken as a sign of the
pride of the rich in their wealth and clothing.

(Verses 19-25): “Have you given the horse strength? Have you clothed his neck with thunder? 20 Can
you frighten him like a locust? His majestic snorting strikes terror. 21 He paws in the valley, and
rejoices in his strength; He gallops into the clash of arms. 22 He mocks at fear, and is not frightened;
Nor does he turn back from the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against him, The glittering spear and
javelin. 24 He devours the distance with fierceness and rage; Nor does he come to a halt because the
trumpet has sounded. 25 At the blast of the trumpet he says, ‘Aha!’ He smells the battle from afar,
The thunder of captains and shouting.

the horse = After God displayed his strength and ability in creating and raising untamed animals, he
shows his ability in a wondrous animal, with a strange courage in wars, so they used it in war. Still, with
this courage, a small child can lead this horse, and the horse does not rebel against its owner. thunder =
It is probably an armoured cover placed around the horse's neck to protect it during war. The original
word in Hebrew is thunder, and thus the meaning of the word is understood as a reference to the
beautiful and terrifying sight of the horse as it bravely goes to fight. Then he depicts his courage in
battle. Can you frighten him like a locust? = His jump is substantial despite his weight. and rejoices in
his strength = That is, he jumps and leaps with all his legs and puts them together without separating
them. The quiver rattles against him = The sound of arrows in the quiver. But nothing terrifies him. Nor
does he come to a halt because the trumpet has sounded = as if he is eager to fight and is so happy
when he hears the sound of the trumpet that he does not believe that the fight has begun, so he rushes
into battle, eager to fight, he can hardly believe his ears that he heard the sound of the battle trumpet
out of his joy. He devours the distance = a reference to the speed of the horse’s running, so the rider
sees the road ahead of him as if his horse is swallowing it. The question for Job is: Did you give the horse
this courage that it does not fear death?
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(Verses 26): “Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, And spread its wings toward the south? 27 Does the
eagle mount up at your command, And make its nest on high? 28 On the rock it dwells and resides, On
the crag of the rock and the stronghold. 29 From there it spies out the prey; Its eyes observe from
afar. 30 Its young ones suck up blood; And where the slain are, there it is.”

the eagle and the hawk = The hawk is similar to the eagle. the hawk fly high with its wings. Their very
high flight distinguishes both. Their eyesight is sharp, as they see the prey or carcass from distances that
the human eye cannot perceive and swoop down on it. The eagle is distinguished by the height of its
nests and its greed for eating meat and blood = Its young ones suck up blood = Young eagles cannot eat
meat, so they lick the blood. The adults eat the carcasses of the dead = And where the slain are, there it
is = The eagle builds its nests high up so that the hands of enemies cannot reach it. So, who gave the
eagle this wisdom and strength to fly high and sharp eyesight? And who guides the migratory birds that
head towards the hot south in the cold winters = And spread its wings toward the south = Who gave
these birds this instinct that distinguishes the geographic south without making mistakes, as they fly
towards the south in a straight line without error, night and day, until they reach their destination. Do
you have the wisdom or abilities of these birds, Job? But God gave them wisdom and special skills so
that they could live.

Commentary on Chapters 38 and 39

Chapters 38 and 39 are an invitation from God to humanity to raise their eyes to the creation around
them, to recognize God's power, goodness, and providence, and to trust in Him. God's power is evident
in the heavenly bodies, on the earth on which we live, and in His animal creation, whether mighty like
the lion or the eagle, or weak like the ant, or even microscopic creatures. God cares for all. Satan
challenges humans in general with the idea that God has neglected them, especially when they are in
distress. Here, God responds to this thought. "If | do not neglect all of My creation, whether inanimate
or animal, will | neglect you, My beloved?"

Presenting images of God's animal creation to humanity humbles us. How can we compare to the
strength of a lion, the keen eyesight and height of an eagle, or the courage of a horse? What protects us
so that we may live except God's care and providential works, despite our limited abilities?

There is contemplation of these animals that reveals specific characteristics of humanity.

1. The wild donkey: refers to the sinful, lustful human being who breaks all known restrictions, whether
religious or social, in pursuit of his desires. This person lives in ruin, finding no food.

2. The wild ox: refers to the untamed force, which is useless. This force includes our physical, sensual,
mental, and spiritual strengths.
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3. The ostrich: a symbol of selfishness, heartlessness, arrogance, and cowardice, fleeing, abandoning its
young. Selfishness and pride harden the heart. Love, however, turns a person into a hero who sacrifices
himself for others. Every sinner can be described as selfish and self-absorbed. Just as an ostrich buries its
head in the ground when it sees danger approaching, so does the sinner when he sees danger coming,
deceiving himself by saying, "Peace, peace," only to be told by God, " There is no peace,” says the Lord ,
“for the wicked." The ostrich represents the arrogant person in general, who is proud of what he has.

4. The horse: It represents the believer led by Christ, who came out conquering and to conquer
(Revelation 6: 2). This person is not concerned with Satan's wars around him, no matter how violent or
frightening they are, but rather, he is not afraid of death.

5. The eagle: It represents the spiritual person, who soars high in the heavens, has sharp eyesight that
enables him to see his demonic enemies and their tricks, and stands on a rock (Job 39: 28). Our rock is
Christ.
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Chapter 40

(Verses 1-5): Moreover the Lord answered Job, and said: 2 “Shall the one who contends with the
Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” 3 Then Job answered the Lord and
said: 4 “Behold, | am vile; What shall | answer You? | lay my hand over my mouth. 5 Once | have
spoken, but | will not answer; Yes, twice, but | will proceed no further.”

After God taught Job his lesson, He remained silent, giving Job a chance to reflect on what he had heard.
But Job was quiet and would not speak. When Job was silent, God spoke = the Lord answered Job,
although Job had not yet spoken. It was said that the Lord had responded to, for God knows what is in
people’s hearts even if they did not open their mouths. After what had been said, Job was deeply
ashamed, and perhaps he felt that he had dared to speak against God and that God would surely expel
him from His presence and contend with him forever. But we find God reassuring this anxious heart
about arguing with God. Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? = The word
contends means blame. Notice that here He did not say out of the storm. This word was spoken calmly,
without anger, to calm Job’s heart. Here, God reassures Job that He will not contend with him for the
harsh words he said to blame God. He who rebukes God, let him answer it = You have entered into an
argument with me, Job, and my judgments do not convince you. You are asking for dialogue with Me to
show Me where My mistakes are and to teach Me where the right path is. So answer My questions.

When he says that God spoke out of the whirlwind, this means that God spoke in His anger. In His love,
God knows when to use harshness with the sinner to make him fear and repent, and when to use love to
reassure a heart in distress.

Behold, | am vile; What shall | answer You? = Here, it appears that the lesson God gave Job has borne
fruit. Here, Job is healed and repents. | lay my hand over my mouth = This means | will not speak again.

Once | have spoken, but | will not answer; Yes, twice, but | will proceed no further = That is, in my
ignorance and pride, | previously spoke many times. But now that Job has completely repented, he says,
“I will proceed no further” Compare (Job 31: 37 + 23: 3). Now, in his repentance, he saw the Holy,
Righteous, and Loving God, and saw himself in his filth, ignorance, and pride, and melted with shame.
He saw his previous defiance of God and his difficult words toward God. Now he sees God, who has
endured all his previous words, and has even come to rebuke him, teach him, complete him, and heal
him. God’s majesty and humility silenced him in comparison to his own arrogance, though he was
contemptible before God. He did not repent because of his friends’ attempts, but before God, he truly
repented, and this is God’s work. That is why the Prophet Jeremiah said, “Restore me, and | will return.”
The voice of God that calls for repentance is stronger and louder than the voice of man and can convince
the sinful man to repent. The truly repentant person feels that he is very contemptible before God and
hates himself (Ezekiel 36: 31). The more he magnified himself before people, the more he despised
himself before God. When Job compared himself to his friends, he found himself great, so he argued
with them and was not convinced by their words. However, when he stood before God, he realized the
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truth of his sin and despised himself. We should note that when we stand before the light of God, His
light reveals the hidden secrets of our impure hearts, and we despise ourselves. That is why Job was
unable to speak before God. The word of God brought about a radical transformation in Job's thinking
that his friends ineffectively attempted to achieve. When the word of God came, the dispute over words
ended. God revealed His powers to Job, and he saw that he could trust such a God. Job was convinced
that God's care for him was more comprehensive and precise than he had imagined. Up until this point,
Job's pain and problems had remained the same, but something new had happened inside him. He was
healed of the wounds in his heart, namely his pride and his feeling that God had wronged him. He had
not received an answer to his questions about why what had happened had happened, but he felt at
peace as long as he was in God's hands, no matter what. God's work and His response had brought him
inner peace and quiet submission, filling his heart. Job was moved and submitted to a God who has the
power to care for all of His creation (planets and animals), how much more for humans. How much
more must we submit to our God, who redeemed us on the cross?

Thus, all the pious saints were reconciled with God after they had quarrelled with Him (Jeremiah 12: 1 +
Psalm 73: 21-28). Then Jeremiah said, “Righteous are You, O Lord , when | plead with You.”

(Verses 6-14): Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: 7 “Now prepare yourself
like a man; | will question you, and you shall answer Me: 8 “Would you indeed annul My judgment?
Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? 9 Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder
with a voice like His? 10 Then adorn yourself with majesty and splendor, And array yourself with glory
and beauty. 11 Disperse the rage of your wrath; Look on everyone who is proud, and humble him. 12
Look on everyone who is proud, and bring him low; Tread down the wicked in their place. 13 Hide
them in the dust together, Bind their faces in hidden darkness. 14 Then | will also confess to you That
your own right hand can save you.

We saw Job in his repentance, as he acknowledged, “l am worthless,” and humbled himself before God.
But God, the teacher who knows the secrets of the hearts of his servants and disciples, saw that Job still
needed one more lesson so that the effect of God’s words would be complete upon him, so that his
repentance would be irrevocable, so that he would be completely healed and reconciled with God
without turning back or returning for the rest of his life. God returned to his angry tone = Then the Lord
answered Job out of the whirlwind. In (verse 7), you have been arguing with me harshly, and now be
courageous and try to answer my questions. In (verse 8), Would you indeed annul My judgment? =
meaning when he attributed injustice to God, it was as if he had contradicted God’s judgment. And
everyone who complains about the Lord is as if he contradicts His judgment. Complaining about God’s
judgments means that the complainer thinks he knows better than the Lord, and that if he were in the
Lord’s place, his plan would not be the same as the Lord’s plan, but his plan would have been better.
Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? = God blames Job here because during his dialogue
with his friends, he wanted to justify himself and appear righteous before them by placing the blame on
God. Job looked at his righteousness and boasted about it. His goal was to show that to his friends, so he
did not care to make God appear as the one who had wronged him. Every person should say with David,
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“That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.” (Psalm 51: 4 + Daniel 9:
7).

God had previously spoken of His miraculous work in the heavens and in the animal creation. Now, He
speaks of the moral order in the world, and that He alone is able to control the wicked.

In (verse 9), Have you an arm like God? = The arm is a sign of strength. How can we disagree with the
Almighty, the Powerful? Or can you thunder with a voice like His? Notice that God is now speaking from
the storm, with a voice as frightening as thunder, and Job is afraid of this voice. Let us know that all
human strength compared to God's strength is but thorns before a raging fire. We cannot do anything
without Him, but He can do everything without us. We note that the power of God's voice lies not only
in its frightening thunder, but also in the convincing power of God's voice in our hearts. Job's
companions failed to convince him to repent, whereas God's voice was successful. God's challenge to
Job here means: You have attributed injustice to Me, Job. Can you, with your strength, take over the
world and rule it with your arm? Do you have a voice that terrifies the wicked, or is your voice capable of
calling them to repentance?

In (verse 10), God scorns Job, calling on him to adorn himself and wear royal garments so that he may
rule the world. Can you, Job, no matter how splendidly you adorn yourself, terrify the wicked?

In (verses 11-13), there is a call, or rather a challenge, to Job to humble every arrogant, wicked, haughty,
and unjust person, to imprison them in darkness, and to trample them. Job complained that God
allowed the wicked to enjoy themselves, and God said to him, "Show me the strength of your arm and
trample them yourself." Let us know that God, in His glory and splendour, and by His arm, is the only
one capable of doing this. He alone is the one who terrifies the wicked and tramples them, preventing
them from coming out to fulfill their purposes. He alone is capable of Bind their faces in hidden
darkness = meaning in the depths of prisons, and if not here in the prisons of this world, then in the
eternal darkness of hell. The sin that most displeases God is the sin of pride, for it is the sin of Satan. And
God alone is capable of humbling the faces of the arrogant when His wrath falls upon them. Hide them
in the dust together = Didn't he do this to Pharaoh's army, to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, and
then to Korah, Dathan, and their company? What is meant by dust is more to kill the wicked so they go
to dust. God alone can humiliate the wicked, but He alone sets the time, which is "the fullness of time."
Not only that, but man, in his weakness, imagines that God must take revenge on every oppressor by
killing him. But God has other ways. He alone knows what is in hearts and whether the heart of this
oppressor can be transformed through repentance. Here, God does not kill him, but rather gives him a
chance to repent. God is not pleased with the death of a sinner, but rather with him returning and living
(Ezekiel 18: 23). We see this with the Apostle Paul; Did God have to kill him when he led the Christians to
be killed in Damascus and when he was pleased with the killing of Stephen? Did God have to kill Moses
the Black during his wickedness? Perhaps we might imagine that God had to destroy the Roman Empire
because it persecuted Christians, but God converted it to Christianity. "And let us know that the ways of
God are not the ways of man."
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In (verse 14), Job had objected to God's rule, so he must prove that he is capable of ruling the entire
universe with good authority, better than God's rule. In this case, God will acknowledge him = Then |
will also confess to you = meaning, | recognize your strength, your power, and the might of your arm.
This is a scorn of Job. We have only to acknowledge that we are safe in the protection of God's arm.

Verses 15-24 + 41:1-34
Behemoth and Leviathan

God continues to demonstrate Job's inability by demonstrating to Job His powers of creation. Here, God
refers to two terrifying animals due to their enormous size and physical strength. Undoubtedly, if an
animal of this terrifying magnitude exists, what strength would a human be compared to it? He would
undoubtedly be terrified. And if this animal terrifies a human, even though it is one of God's creations,
how much more so would God, who created it?

1- Behemoth: "Bible Dictionary"
Two interpretations

1) Behemoth is the plural of "behimah" in Hebrew, which means "Beast" is an animal that moves on all
fours and does not make a sound. "Strong's Dictionary" refers to cattle.

2) Others say it is an ancient Egyptian word meaning "water bull." It has been translated as "beasts" in
some places (Job 35: 11 + Psalm 73: 22).

Jewish scholars claim that Behemoth is a large animal with great power and a formidable appearance. It
has been fattening since the beginning of creation until the coming of Christ. When Christ arrives,
behemoth will be offered to the faithful in a big festival.

The settled view is that Behemoth is a seahorse that once existed in ancient Egypt and now lives in the
upper Nile, where it spends its day in the water and among the trees. At night, it ventures out into the
surrounding fields in search of pasture, destroying crops and trees due to its voracious appetite. It is a
large, massive animal (16 feet long and 7 feet tall).

2- Leviathan:

"You divided the sea by Your strength; You broke the heads of the sea serpents in the waters." Psalm 74:
13

"This great and wide sea, In which are innumerable teeming things, Living things both small and great.
There the ships sail about; There is that Leviathan Which You have made to play there." Psalm 104: 25,
26
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"In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong, Will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan that twisted serpent; And He will slay the reptile that is in the sea." Isaiah 27: 1

"May those curse it who curse the day, Those who are ready to arouse Leviathan." Job 3: 8

Leviathan is a Hebrew name meaning "coiled." It is a massive aquatic animal mentioned in the poetic
books of the Bible. It lives in the sea. It often refers to the crocodile, one of the largest living creatures.
Its back, head, and tail are covered with horny scales that can only be pierced by arrows, spears, or
bullets in specific places. However, its original meaning is that it coils like a snake, which is why the word
is often translated as "snake" or "dragon." However, if we return to the root Hebrew word (lova), we
find that it also means to split/to rip.

Here, God demonstrates His powers to Job by showing him two animals and describing them in
magnified form to demonstrate that man is unable to control them. Only God can. And the One who is
capable of creating, maintaining, and dominating all of creation, from the planets and everything on
earth to the animal world, could he make a mistake with Job?!

The seahorse (Hippopotamus) cannot be tamed as an adult; only the young can be controlled through
training. As for the crocodile, there is no way to tame it. The exaggerated imagery here is intended for
spiritual purposes.

What is the spiritual meaning of Behemoth and Leviathan?

God had previously proven to Job His absolute authority over all of nature and inanimate creation
(planets, earth, and the sun with its light), all natural phenomena (the sea with its waves, clouds, rain,
both beneficial and harmful, ice, snow, lightning, thunder, and lightning), and over animal creation
(lions, ibex, etc.). He alone disciplines and subdues the wicked. So what remains? . . . Of the forces that
fight and frighten man, only two remain.

The power of lust and the love of the world within man, and the power of Satan.
We can understand God's words to Job as a kind of rebuke or a kind of instruction.

1. God's words are a rebuke to Job, explaining that He alone is capable of everything. How could he
oppose Him?!

2. God's words are an instruction to Job and each one of us. He explains that He is the loving God of His
creation, and that He alone has authority over all creation (inanimate objects, animals, or unjust
humans). So why should we fear external things? Here, God teaches man not to fear anything he sees,
for He can subjugate and humble them. We must believe in this, and peace will fill our hearts: "Be of
good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid."

If God is the sovereign ruler of all things, who loves His people and has authority over all things, then let
His people be reassured.
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After God reassured Job and all of humanity that He is in control of all the forces surrounding us, we find
Him

Now calming the troubled soul from:
1) Internal forces (burning lust)
2) Unseen forces (Satan)

Also, if God is the Ruler of all things and has control over everything, He can control these unseen forces,
but we feel their wars against us. God used symbols to explain this idea. We find two enormous animals
representing them:

1. Behemoth: This represents our hidden lust and the love of the world.
2. Leviathan: This is Satan with all his forces directed against humanity.

Behemoth refers to lust or the body in which lust resides, the lust of the belly (eating or fornication) or
the love of the world (1 John 2: 15-17). We note in these verses that whoever loves the world does not
have the love of the Father. And indeed, whoever does not love the Father is dead in his sins. From this,
we understand that a lustful person exposes himself to spiritual death. One of the characteristics of a
lustful person is that he is never satisfied. We find these characteristics in Behemoth: "He is confident,
though the Jordan gushes into his mouth" Rather, he drinks without feeling satisfied (Jeremiah 2: 13).
Lust is present in man: “And in sin my mother conceived me.” (Psalm 51: 5). And this is what the Apostle
Paul confesses: “For we know that the law is spiritual, but | am carnal, sold under sin.. ... But now, it is
no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells in me.” (Romans 7: 14-25). But Paul did not stop there, but
completed the work of Christ’s grace: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God
did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the
flesh,” (Romans 8: 2,3). The working of grace in us has subdued for us the lust that is within us. Now we
find that everyone who walks according to the Spirit, submitting to God’s commandments and fighting
even to the point of bloodshed, and does not walk according to the flesh, following its lusts, finds there
a supportive force: the grace of God working within us. Whatever warfare arises from our lust, we have
mighty weapons with which to fight (Ephesians 6: 10-20). And our weapons are not weak (2 Corinthians
10: 3-5).

Therefore, Saint James the Apostle says, " Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who
dwells in us yearns jealously”? But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble." (James 4:5-6). Of course, the Spirit gives greater grace, meaning He gives the
believer greater power than the power of Satan's attraction or lust, so that God may protect His
children.

Lust for the world and sin is a force to be reckoned with. Proverbs 7: 26 says, "For she has cast down
many wounded, And all who were slain by her were strong men." But God can give His children the
strength to quench their flaming arrows. God has given us the ability and the grace that we can benefit
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from and experience if we strive through our prayers, fasting, and repentance. We note the Lord's
words to Cain, "sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it." The depiction
of Behemoth here, with its tremendous power, is a statement of the reality of lust's powerful control
over man. But God can give power from Himself to control it. Who can control something except its
Creator? Man is powerless to prevent the powerful Behemoth, but God can subdue it. Likewise, the lust
that has brought down many, God can subdue it for man, but we must strive to do so. That is why
church history is filled with saints.

And Leviathan. The coiled serpent is a reference to Satan. Whether in the descriptions of Behemoth or
Leviathan, we sense that the imagery is far removed from any tangible reality we see in the animals of
the earth. Perhaps it is a depiction that resorted to the imagination of poets to depict their strength, or
it took these descriptions of mythical animals from Egyptian mythology. But God, who inspired all that
was written, allowed this to be seen so that we might see in it an image of the extraordinary power of
both lust and Satan. And God alone can defeat Satan, strike him down, and humble him. Hasn't the Lord
given us the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions? (Luke 10: 19) Rather, this is what we see in
the verses that mention Leviathan. And it is God who will deliver us from him when he brings salvation
(Psalm 74:10-14). See Isaiah 27: 1, where we find a promise that God will strike him down with His
sword. We note from the verses that mention Leviathan's name as a sea monster. The world is likened
to the sea.

1. It is unstable like the waves of the sea; one day a person is up and another down.

2. It is also uncertain, like salty seawater, that does not quench thirst. Rather, whoever drinks from the
salty water will thirst and then die (this is a scientific fact). That is why the Lord said to the Samaritan
woman, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again," (John 4: 13).

3. No one can live in the sea, and whoever lives in the sea will drown and die. Therefore, we use the
world but do not indulge in its pleasures.

Relationship between Behemoth and Leviathan

Both are enemies of man: an external enemy, the devil, and an internal enemy, the lust with which we
were born. Satan, the external enemy, uses the lust of our flesh, which he arouses within us, to make us
sin against God. Thus, Satan uses the world to attract God's children by tempting them with what is in
the world. When they are attracted, the world sweeps them away with its strong currents, the
consequences of which are uncertain. Rather, they will lead them to destruction like the deadly waters
of the sea. God promises that He will finally crush Leviathan. The imagery we see here is that Leviathan,
who dwells in the sea, makes it turbulent (Job 41: 31). He is the ruler of this world; he can give
possession to whoever worships him (John 14: 30 + Matthew 4: 9). Satan is the ruler of this world in the
sense that he can satisfy man's sinful instincts with the lusts and pleasures of this world. But while God
gives generously and does not reproach, we find Satan gives at a high price: that we worship him, that is,
he enslaves those who worship him. But woe to those who respond, for their destiny is destruction.
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Rather, they will suffer from the turmoil of everything around them if their lusts attract them. Satan stirs
up the world just as Leviathan stirs up the sea that dwells in it. We notice that Satan has been likened to
a serpent. In Revelation 13: 2, the Antichrist is likened to a beast like a leopard, with feet like a bear's,
and a mouth like a lion's. The dragon gave him his power, a sign of his bloodthirstiness. In Revelation 13,
we find two beasts: one coming out of the sea (Revelation 13:1) and the other coming out of the earth
(Revelation 13: 11). Behind the two beasts is Satan, the ancient serpent. This serpent's destiny is the
lake of fire, along with the other beasts (the sea beast, the earth beast, and those who follow them)
(Revelation 19: 20). Satan fights as he pleases, but God alone is in control of him and can subdue him.
He will eventually destroy him. Now, what is the picture that every person sees of God's authority over
creation?

We see God as the all-powerful God, controlling all the forces around us, both visible and invisible: the
planets and the sky, the earth and the sea, all kinds of animals, Satan and all his helpers, and even the
lust within man. It's an image that gives reassurance and confidence in our God, who is the all-powerful
God.

(Verses 15-24): “Look now at the behemoth, which | made along with you; He eats grass like an ox. 16
See now, his strength is in his hips, And his power is in his stomach muscles. 17 He moves his tail like a
cedar; The sinews of his thighs are tightly knit. 18 His bones are like beams of bronze, His ribs like bars
of iron. 19 He is the first of the ways of God; Only He who made him can bring near His sword. 20
Surely the mountains yield food for him, And all the beasts of the field play there. 21 He lies under the
lotus trees, In a covert of reeds and marsh. 22 The lotus trees cover him with their shade; The willows
by the brook surround him. 23 Indeed the river may rage, Yet he is not disturbed; He is confident,
though the Jordan gushes into his mouth, 24 Though he takes it in his eyes, Or one pierces his nose
with a snare.

Behemoth = Seahorse (Hippopotamus). It is found in the rivers of Africa, including the Nile. It is huge,
with a wide mouth, massive fangs, and thick, tough skin that even bullets can barely penetrate. It eats
nothing but grass and plants.

which | made along with you = *So that Job would not boast, but rather remember that he, too, is
among God's creations.

*Indeed, God, inspired by His Holy Spirit, brought up the subject of behemoth after proving to Job his
inability to control the wicked. This was to place him once again before the question: You objected to
the wicked controlling the world. Can you manage the moral affairs of the world and control the wicked
if you cannot control the material world and an animal like a behemoth?

*|f we understand that behemoth refers to the lust within man, we know that God created man and
created lust with him. Man was created perfect. But when God created lust, it was a holy lust and a holy
love, untainted by sin. The word "holy" means dedicated and consecrated to God. Adam loved God, for
he was created in God's image, and God is love. In the same sense, Adam's pleasure was in his love for
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God, for God's pleasure is with the children of man (Proverbs 8: 30). Thus, when David says in Psalm
27:4, "One thing | have desired of the Lord, That will | seek: That | may dwell in the house of the Lord All
the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord , And to inquire in His temple." And the Apostle
Paul says, "For | am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which
is far better." (Philippians 1: 23). This expresses a holy desire in the heart for God.

So what was the state before the fall? Indeed, Adam's desire was his constant presence in God's
presence. Adam longed for God and loved God; this is the desire with which God created Adam.
Unfortunately, the perfect image with which God created man was corrupted, and man's desires
became distorted. The first sign after the fall was that Adam and Eve knew they were naked (Genesis 3:
7), and holy love and desire turned into physical pleasures and desires (Romans 6: 12 + Galatians 5: 17 +
Ephesians 2: 3 + 2 Peter 2: 10 + Luke 22: 15 + 1 Thessalonians 2: 17). Joy was lost from man, for joy
stems from the love of God, and this was restored by the Holy Spirit after the Lord Jesus completed the
redemption of mankind and then sent the Holy Spirit (Romans 5: 5 + Galatians 5: 22 + John 15: 26).

He eats grass like an ox = Despite his size and strength, he feeds on grass, like cows, and does not prey
on animals to eat them. And in verse (20), Surely the mountains yield food for him = his food is plants.

And all the beasts of the field play there = because he is a herbivore, small animals do not fear him, for
he does not eat them but plays beside him. This is from God’s goodness. If huge animals, like the
hippopotamus and the elephant, were carnivores, they would not leave a living animal beside them.

If we understand that Behemoth refers to lust, we understand that the mountains yield food for him =
that the people of God, who are like mountains (Isaiah 2: 2), are the ones who freely provide pasture for
their lusts, if they give free rein to their desires. But the danger is that all the beasts of the field play
there. Wherever the Son of God allows his lusts to run wild, he exposes himself to many dangers from
predatory beasts. We know that our adversary, Satan, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour.

And let us see the strength of Behemoth, He moves his tail like a cedar = his muscles are strong, and his
hardness is like wood. His bones are like beams of bronze, His ribs like bars of iron = translated by the
Jesuits as “his bones are copper reeds and his cartilage is hammered iron.” The sinews of his thighs are
tightly knit = that is, strong and intertwined. His bones, veins and limbs, if compared to other animals,
appear as if they are iron and copper.

Note: Anyone who refuses to fast according to our church's rules, i.e., on vegetarian food, doesn't
realize the power of this animal, which is a vegetarian. The same applies to the elephant, for example.

He is the first of the ways of God; Only He who made him can bring near His sword = This could mean
that it is God's greatest work in terms of animal creation. Its sword is its fangs, with which it cuts the
grass like a sickle.

Or if we understand that behemoth refers to lust, then God created lust within us. In its original form, it
is a holy energy of love, like a sword, that cuts and rejects every sinful will. Whoever loves God keeps His
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word (John 14: 23). It is enough to hear the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 8: 35-39, or to see the
martyrs joyfully going to the arena of martyrdom, praising God, to understand the power of the lust for
love, which surpasses the power of the fear of death. “For love is as strong as death”

If we realize that holy lust is love, then the first of God's works is love. God created man out of His love
for him and His will to grant man eternal life in joy and glory. This creative love was the pinnacle of
God's works. God created man in His image, that is, filled with love. Before He created man, He had
been preparing heaven for him for billions of years.

But when this lust goes astray, it becomes a terrible, destructive force for man, becoming like a sword
that cuts through and destroys everything sweet, joyful, and comforting in his life. This is what the
Prophet Jeremiah said when Jerusalem was corrupted: " How the gold has become dim! How changed
the fine gold! The stones of the sanctuary are scattered At the head of every street." (Lamentations 4:
1).

We note the depiction of Behemoth's mighty power: "See now, his strength is in his hips, And his
power is in his stomach muscles. He moves his tail like a cedar; The sinews of his thighs are tightly
knit. His bones are like beams of bronze, His ribs like bars of iron. He is the first of the ways of God;
Only He who made him can bring near His sword." This imagery is intended to explain that lust in man
is very powerful:

o If lust is a holy lust, that is, a true love for God, then this love is capable of rejecting any sin.

Therefore, the Lord Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me”
(John 14:21).

In this regard, we find Saint John saying, "Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed
remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God." (1 John 3: 9).

¢ If lust deviates, this happens to everyone who abandons their struggle and quenches the Holy Spirit
within them, thus weakening the power of their preserving grace. Then lust explodes within them, and
they are unable to resist it. That is why the Lord Jesus said, "for without Me you can do nothing." (John
15: 5).

He lies under the lotus trees = a plant that grows in Egypt on the banks of the Nile. Its leaves are large,
and its flowers range from white to blue.

Note:

1. It lies in peace because it is a herbivore. Animals do not flee from it, and it fears no one. Whoever
terrifies others also lives in fear. Whoever lives in peace with others does not harm them; they also live
in peace with themselves.
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2. This animal does not eat meat, but its greed destroys everything green, even searching the mountains
for sufficient quantities. When a person's lust is inflamed by sin, it destroys everything green within
him—that is, everything that is joyful and alive within him.

Indeed the river may rage, Yet he is not disturbed; He is confident, though the Jordan gushes into his
mouth = Its greed is evident in the fact that no amount of water is enough for him. Rather, it rejoices
whenever the water increases, even if it were the entire Jordan River. It is a poetic image that expresses
his greed, strength and large stomach.

But we understand it spiritually if we understand that behemoth refers to lust and the love of the world.
The worldly person is not satisfied with what he has, and no matter how much he takes, he always
wants more. We note that Christ said to the Samaritan woman about the world, "Whoever drinks of this
water will thirst again," (John 4: 13). But whoever thirsts for the water Christ gives will no longer thirst
for the water of the world, but ut of his heart will flow rivers of living water. (compare John 4: 14 with
John 7: 37, 38).

For the worldly person who lusts after the world, the world as a whole will not be enough for his greed.
For example, when Solomon went after his lust for women, he had 1,000 wives and concubines. David
lusted after Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, to the extent that he had sinned, as for Joseph, who rejected
sin, rivers of living water flowed from him that satisfied the world. Everyone who rejects sin will be
filled, and even overflow with the Holy Spirit to others. As for this world, with its lust and fleeting
glories, it will dry up (Revelation 16: 12).

We note that the word Jordan means "descending downwards," referring to the human being who is
never satisfied with the riches and lusts of this underworld. Verse (24) states; With the power of
behemoth, can you, Job, control it, take anything from it, Or one pierces his nose with a snare? =
Spiritually, no one can resist the lust of the flesh without the help of grace: "for without Me you can do
nothing."

Important Note: This behemoth (hippopotamus) lives underwater, with only its nostrils visible for
breathing. It lives underwater to cool its body. It poses no danger to humans, as it is not a carnivore but
eats grass. However, its danger lies in its ability to hide underwater, and due to the strength of its body
and muscles, if a boat collides with it, its rider will fall into the water. Here comes the danger from the
crocodiles that exist in the water and devour humans. Suppose we understand that behemoth refers to
the lust hidden in the body. In that case, this exposes humans to that Leviathan in the sea (Isaiah 27: 1).
Leviathan is Satan, who prowls around doing evil in the world. He walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5: 8). Saint Peter symbolizes him as a roaring lion, and here he is
symbolized by the crocodile that hides in the waters (the world) to devour everyone who is tempted by
his sinful desires and drawn into the world of evil.
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Chapter 41

Behemoth and Leviathan may be descriptions of the hippopotamus and the crocodile. However, we find
in their descriptions extreme exaggerations, and the reason for that is:

1. Behemoth and Leviathan may be extinct animals like the hippopotamus and the crocodile.

2. The author of the book may have drawn on Egyptian poetic descriptions of two terrifying animals with
these names. According to Egyptian culture, the author found these characteristics and adapted them.

3. Both may be symbols of invisible forces, as we mentioned earlier.

God, who inspired the author to write, approved these quotations because they express the extent of
the power of the forces hostile to humanity and the potential for these forces to destroy humanity were
it not for God's hand that helps humanity. We see that, with the same thought, the Book of Revelation
depicts the Antichrist, who will have the full power of Satan, as having the legs of a bear, a mouth like
that of a lion, and as a leopard. Thus, metaphors are found throughout the Bible. The lion itself is likened
to Satan (1 Peter 5: 8). Paul says, "If, in the manner of men, | have fought with beasts at Ephesus" (1
Corinthians 15: 32). Christ says, "Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves." All these
metaphors are for explanation.

In this chapter, the inspiration speaks to us about Leviathan, and uses an image of an Egyptian beast or
an exaggerated crocodile to symbolize Satan. In it, we see some of Satan's characteristics.

1. He is mighty in his strength. . . . His teeth are terrifying (verse 14). .. And Christ said of Satan that he
has been a murderer of men from the beginning (John 8: 44).

2. Man alone is incapable of overcoming him. "Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook" (verse 1) = "for
without Me you can do nothing. " . .. And the Apostle Paul continues, " | can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me. "

3. He is very hard. . . His heart is as hard as stone (verse 24).
4. Whoever follows him will be deceived. . . . Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false (verse 9).

5. He is protected from his enemies. . . The folds of his flesh are joined together (verse 23), for humans
alone cannot reach him.

6. His intense desire for the destruction of humans, this is his will, for he is in a state of hatred and rage
against humanity . . . . Out of his mouth go burning lights; Sparks of fire shoot out ... (Verses 18-21)

These characteristics are indeed not found in any animal, known or unknown. There is no animal
created by God from which sparks of fire or smoke come out of its nostrils. Rather, it is a poetic or
symbolic expression of the strength of Satan's hatred against humanity, and that he will not rest unless
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the saints fall into deadly sins. Let us see an example of his power: "And unless the Lord had shortened
those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days....
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the
elect." (Mark 13: 20, 22). " And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold."
(Matthew 24: 12)

Indeed, we see a remarkable example of Satan's power in his delaying the angel Gabriel, whom God sent
to Daniel, for 21 days until God sent the angel Michael to help him (Daniel 10: 12, 13).

The word "leviathan" comes from the root word "lava," meaning to split or lend. This applies perfectly to
Satan, who lends man the sins his soul desires, then demands repayment of the debt as a form of
slavery to him: "All these things | will give You if You will fall down and worship me." In worshipping
Satan, there is a split and separation from God. However, before Christ, humanity was helpless before
Satan until Christ came and bought us, settled our debts, granted us the grace to help us, and gave us
authority over Satan. Revelation even called Satan "Leviathan" (Isaiah 27: 1 + Psalm 74: 14 + Psalm 104:
26).

(Verse 1): “Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook, Or snare his tongue with a line which you lower?

Here we notice the sarcastic tone, meaning, “Can you do this, Job, with the crocodile, or this Leviathan?
You cannot.” In the same sense, you, Job, cannot save yourself from the hand of Satan. All the strikes
that have come to you are from him, and you cannot save yourself from him except through me. This
speech is directed to all humans, for we are unable to be saved from his hand except through Christ.
And if the Book of Job began with painful strikes dealt by Satan to Job, here the book ends with Job in a
state of double blessing better than his first state. This is precisely what Christ did. Christ, our firstborn,
came to make us firstborn to inherit with Him, and He freed us to become sons and heirs. We, as weak
humans, cannot catch Leviathan with a hook, but Christ did it when He bound him to His cross 1,000
years after the battle of the cross (Revelation 20: 1-3).

We note that the word "Leviathan" is Hebrew and means "twisted" or "coiled," so we understand that it
definitely refers to a snake; however, the specifications are those of a crocodile. Satan has the strength
of a crocodile and the cunning and venom of a serpent. The word Leviathan has been translated as
dragon many times (Job 3: 8). The different translations of the word are most likely because the
translators did not know its exact meaning, or because the Jewish image of this leviathan is that of a sea
monster with terrifying specifications, which they called leviathan or dragon. The crocodile is found in
the rivers of Africa and America and can reach lengths of up to 10 meters. Its body is covered with horny
scales that prevent spears and arrows from entering it. Its mouth is huge and it has many sharp teeth. It
eats snakes but swallows them whole, without chewing. It breathes like land animals, but it often floats
on the surface of the water and cannot be seen above it, except for the water rushing out of it. It can
remain underwater for an extended period. The phrase "Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook"
means that a hook is only suitable for catching small fish and is definitely not suitable for a crocodile. Or
snare his tongue with a line which you lower = A rope placed in the mouth to humiliate him.
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(Verses 2-11): Can you put a reed through his nose, Or pierce his jaw with a hook? 3 Will he make
many supplications to you? Will he speak softly to you? 4 Will he make a covenant with you? Will you
take him as a servant forever? 5 Will you play with him as with a bird, Or will you leash him for your
maidens? 6 Will your companions make a banquet of him? Will they apportion him among the
merchants? 7 Can you fill his skin with harpoons, Or his head with fishing spears? 8 Lay your hand on
him; Remember the battle—Never do it again! 9 Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false; Shall
one not be overwhelmed at the sight of him? 10 No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up.
Who then is able to stand against Me? 11 Who has preceded Me, that | should pay him? Everything
under heaven is Mine.

reed = Leafless sticks from which mats and ropes are made in Egypt. The meaning is that a person
cannot put a rope in a crocodile's nose, Or pierce his jaw with a hook to lead it like other animals. Will
he make a covenant with you? Would you trust him with a covenant to serve you as you would with
domesticated animals? the merchants = meaning that hunting and trading crocodiles is very dangerous.
fishing spears = small spears used in fishing. We know that its body is armoured against spears. Lay your
hand on him; Remember the battle—Never do it again = it is a mockery, as anyone who tries to
approach the crocodile will be torn apart and die. But in the spiritual sense, anyone who approaches
Satan forgets the spiritual struggle. An example of a holy person who ignorantly thought he had become
strong and incapable of making mistakes, so he goes to the wrong places, which are the den of Satan,
the roaring lion. Here, he no longer remembers his struggle and fight against Satan. "Therefore let him
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall."

Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false = Whoever thinks he is safe and comes to play with
tolerance will be deceived and killed. And so is everyone who thinks he is walking in the path of the devil
and imagines that he can escape.

Shall one not be overwhelmed at the sight of him? = Those who see him turn their face down and fall
to the ground. Only those who see him can stand before him.

Who then is able to stand against Me? = If you cannot stand before my creation, Job, will you stand
before me? And God is calling him to seek his peace with such a creature, and even more so to reconcile
with God to seek his peace. So, Job, you must reconcile with me and not attack me, for that is better for
you. Who has preceded Me, that | should pay him? = It is the same as (Romans 11: 35). God owes no
one, but He is the One who gave us everything, so how can we argue with Him?

(Verses 12-34): “l will not conceal his limbs, His mighty power, or his graceful proportions. 13 Who can
remove his outer coat? Who can approach him with a double bridle? 14 Who can open the doors of
his face, With his terrible teeth all around? 15 His rows of scales are his pride, Shut up tightly as with a
seal; 16 One is so near another That no air can come between them; 17 They are joined one to
another, They stick together and cannot be parted. 18 His sneezings flash forth light, And his eyes are
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like the eyelids of the morning. 19 Out of his mouth go burning lights; Sparks of fire shoot out. 20
Smoke goes out of his nostrils, As from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 21 His breath kindles coals,
And a flame goes out of his mouth. 22 Strength dwells in his neck, And sorrow dances before him. 23
The folds of his flesh are joined together; They are firm on him and cannot be moved. 24 His heart is
as hard as stone, Even as hard as the lower millstone. 25 When he raises himself up, the mighty are
afraid; Because of his crashings they are beside themselves. 26 Though the sword reaches him, it
cannot avail; Nor does spear, dart, or javelin. 27 He regards iron as straw, And bronze as rotten wood.
28 The arrow cannot make him flee; Slingstones become like stubble to him. 29 Darts are regarded as
straw; He laughs at the threat of javelins. 30 His undersides are like sharp potsherds; He spreads
pointed marks in the mire. 31 He makes the deep boil like a pot; He makes the sea like a pot of
ointment. 32 He leaves a shining wake behind him; One would think the deep had white hair. 33 On
earth there is nothing like him, Which is made without fear. 34 He beholds every high thing; He is king
over all the children of pride.”

Continuing to describe the crocodile's strength as a terrifying, powerful creation that proves God's
power and ability to create. And as a symbol of Satan with his tremendous strength, bloodthirstiness,
and hatred for humanity.

I will not conceal his limbs = Let me tell you about the description of the strength of Leviathan's
members, or his graceful proportions, i.e. his scales, are that they are delightful because they meet his
need for protection against his enemies, repelling their strikes as if they were made of copper. Yet they
are light and soft and do not prevent the crocodile from turning and moving in the water at an amazing
speed. Who can remove his outer coat? = his clothing, i.e. his scales, can anyone strip him of his scales
first to fight him? Who can approach him with a double bridle? = The crocodile has two rows of molars
(36 on top, 30 on the bottom) that are like the teeth of a saw. When he closes his mouth, the teeth
interlock, making it impossible to escape. double bridle = his two rows of molars

In (verses 15-17), a description of its scales is given, as they are like a shield (a shield used by a warrior
for self-defence). They are tightly pressed together and sealed, That no air can come between them. Its
scales protect it. Satan felt completely safe. Before the crucifixion, Satan believed he was completely
secure. We cannot attack Satan without Christ, for he is immeasurably stronger than humans, but
immeasurably weaker than God. If God is for us, who can be against us?

In (verses 18-21), the crocodile breathes and holds the air it inhales. It takes in a large amount of air until
it inflates, then dives into the water and exhales through its nostrils. This appears in the sunlight as
sparks of fire and torches. the eyelids of the morning = imagery refers to the penetration of sunlight
through clouds, much like light passing through eyelids. In Egyptian writings, it is noted that the eyes of
a crocodile are said to symbolize dawn. The air coming out of its nostrils is hot due to the heat of its
body. But it is clear that the description contains poetic exaggerations taken from Egyptian mythology.
God allowed this because it symbolizes Satan's hatred and anger toward humanity. "Woe to the
inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because
he knows that he has a short time." (Revelation 12: 12) (And we still say of an angry man, "Sparks spurt
out from his eyes.").
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Note: If Satan's wrath is this frightening and this terrifying imagery, how much more wrath will God have
upon the wicked? (See Psalm 18:7, 8 + Isaiah 30:33 + 2 Thessalonians 2:8).

In (verses 22-28), And sorrow dances before him = in the Jesuit translation, "Despair runs before him."
This means that the animals run before him, sprinting like someone dancing, staggering with terror, or
floundering in their running due to the intensity of their panic. The imagery here is as if fear is a servant
walking in front of the crocodile, causing every living creature to flee from it. The folds of his flesh are
joined together = that is, what is below its neck and belly, and these are not as soft as in other animals.
Rather, they cannot be moved when they walk. millstone = The millstone is a very hard stone, which
describes its courage in attacking its prey. they are beside themselves = they are astonished and
confused due to the confusion of their thoughts caused by fear. Though the sword reaches him, it
cannot avail, that is, if a person tries to pursue him and strike him with a sword, that person’s sword will
not stand up again, because in this attempt that person will end. Even ordinary weapons such as the
spear, dart, or javelin are not suitable to strike him. The javelin is not suitable for protection from him.
And in verse (verse 29) Darts = a piece of wood that a person strikes him with on the head to humiliate
and insult him.

Let us note that the sinful, reckless person is powerless before Satan, and his weapons become useless.

In (verse 30), His undersides are like sharp potsherds; He spreads pointed marks in the mire = His belly
is like sharp pieces of pottery, leaving a mark in the clay like a threshing wheel. Satan leaves no traces,
and he has no authority except over those who live in sin (like clay). God said to the serpent, "And you
shall eat dust All the days of your life." and to Adam, "And to dust you shall return" because of his sin.
Anyone who returns to his sin and abandons the path of repentance, Leviathan will have power over the
serpent, who will trample him and eat him.

In (verse 31), the sea refers to 1) the river, if it were a crocodile... or 2) the world, if it were Satan.

The crocodile, with its violent movement, stirs up the mud in the river, turning it into a pot of spices,
boiling it, and stirring up the impurities within (i.e., the water). Thus, Satan, in his movements in this
world, makes it turbulent like a boiling pot, but he deceives those who are attracted to him with some
pleasures that arouse the latent desires in the human body. They are like the perfumer’s ointment, or
one thinks so, but what is their benefit in a boiling world? Ointment in this case is like cauldrons of meat
and lamb for the people of God while they are enslaved in Egypt. Sins with their pleasures that Satan
reminds us of are like ointment = a reminder of evil, entailing death = they are deceptive. When we are
attracted to the scent of perfumes, we are thrown into the midst of the turbulent world = it will boil like
apot ..... and this is what leads us on the path to death.

He leaves a shining wake behind him; One would think the deep had white hair = Because of his speed
in moving through the water, he leaves behind a line of white foam, making the observer think that the
deep that is the sea is gray (from the foam of the water, the sea turns white). Satan is a deceiver who
portrays to the sinner that the path of sin is sweet (white colour), as if it were illuminated. Thus, the
person is drawn and drowns in the sea.
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In (verse 33), Which is made without fear = according to the Jesuit translation, "He was made to be
fearless."

In (verse 34), He beholds every high thing; He is king over all the children of pride = If the crocodile is
spoken of, this means that he is stronger than all beasts, not fearing them but rather ruling over them.
However, the speech is clearer about Satan, the arrogant one who rules over all who are proud. All the
arrogant are subservient to Satan, and vice versa. | dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a
contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite
ones. (Isaiah 57:15). So God rules over the humble.

This concludes God’s response to Job, but God did not explain the reasons and matters that troubled
Job. Why?

1. Neither Job nor his friends at that time were able to understand these matters. And we are still
unable to understand everything.

2. It was not the right time to explain spiritual matters such as resurrection, redemption, and the work
of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.

3. Since no human being can understand all of God's dealings, we must submit to God.

4. God is not required to explain every action; we should accept everything from Him, for it is
undoubtedly in our best interest. What happened here was that God demonstrated His goodness and
love to Job. Job surrendered to God's hands, just as a patient surrenders to a skilled surgeon, without
asking Him or knowing what the surgeon was doing. All he knew was that the doctor would heal him.
Job's discussions with his friends only exacerbated his anger. Human logic does not comfort a person,
but Job found peace when God spoke to him. God bestowed His peace upon him to accept His will. We
note that God spoke directly to Job using natural metaphors; there was no Bible at the time. The Apostle
Paul says, " But without faith it is impossible to please Him" (Hebrews 11:6). So, what is the faith that
pleases God? It is to trust in Him without question, for He is the Doer of good. There is no point in
seeking understanding. Let us always repeat that God does not make mistakes.

5. For example, if God had said to Job, "I did such and such to you because of such and such..." then God
would have been required to answer every person throughout the ages for every action He takes with
them. But this would be against God's honour. God's response to Job was summarized by saying, "Trust
in me; if you trust in me, you will accept whatever | do." All we have to do is believe in God, the Almighty
Doer of goodness, who loves us and gave His Son for us. how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things? (Romans 8:32). In this way, we accept whatever God allows in our lives, confident that this
matter, no matter how difficult, is for our good and the salvation of our souls.
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Chapter 42

Solomon said, “The end of a thing is better than its beginning” (Ecclesiastes 7:8). And here in this
chapter, we see proof of that.

1. Job's return to God and his remorse for all the difficult words he had said. It was truly sad that a
perfect man like Job would quarrel with God. We see Job's recovery from his pride.

2. The friendship between Job and his friends was restored, and the argument ended in reconciliation. It
was also sad that these friends, all perfect, were still at odds and in conflict.

3. The end of Job's sorrows and pain; indeed, everything returned to him in double portion.

4. We see that God is the healing physician who uses exactly the right medicine. Job's trial, despite its
bitterness, had a definite outcome, and his healing was complete.

(Verse 1): Then Job answered the Lord and said:

Then Job answered the Lord = Job had previously said that he would never speak again (Job 40:4, 5), but
he meant that he would never speak words of protest or argument with God, nor would he justify
himself again. Here we find him speaking words of repentance and testimony to God. How sweet are
the words of repentance in God's ears!

(Verse 2): “I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from
You.

God's message had arrived, and Job knew that God could do all things. Job began his words of
repentance in (Job 40:4, 5). Here, he completes them to rejoice the heavenly hosts. For all of heaven
rejoices over one sinner who repents, and rejoices over every rebel against God when he declares his
submission to God.

| know that You can do everything = Here, Job attributes infinite knowledge and power to God. Corrupt
behaviour and protests against God can lead to corrupt principles, including disbelief in divine truths.
True repentance, however, is marked by belief in divine principles and divine truth (2 Timothy 2:25). Job
believed that it was difficult to quarrel with Almighty God. If Job acknowledged here that God could do
all things, he implicitly acknowledged that God could lift his suffering, something he had previously
denied. Job, in his previous bitterness, had previously said this meaning, that God could do all things, but
he said it with a sense of despair and complaint that God is a mighty God who crushes whomever he
wishes (Job 23:13). But now he says it with joy that God can save him.
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(Verse 3): You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore | have uttered
what | did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.

God rebuked Job in (Job 38:2) when he said, " Who is this who darkens counsel By words without
knowledge?" Here, Job responds to God, confessing with contrition and shame that he is this person. He
acknowledges his foolishness and ignorance for doing so. He also confesses his previous sin. Job here
feels the enormity of his sin when he accuses God of injustice in His judgment against him, and in
arguing with God to justify himself. God's affairs and judgment are beyond our comprehension.
However, we must acknowledge that God does not make mistakes in what He does; rather, it is we who
do not understand. Here, it is as if Job is saying, "l acknowledge my sin; it is | who had hidden counsel."
The beginning of the path to healing from sin is for a person to recognize its seriousness and its deadly
nature.

Therefore | have uttered what | did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which | did not
know = With the developments of modern science, there have been discoveries in which critics have
found contradictions with the Bible. They began criticizing the Bible for contradicting modern science,
claiming it was not from God or that God makes mistakes. As scientific progress continued, errors in
scientists' theories were corrected, and the Bible was proven to be true. Scientists even found that
natural disasters prove that mistakes exist in creation. Let us take a few examples of how God does not
make mistakes in what His hands create:

1. Earthquakes: They found that tectonic activity, which causes devastating earthquakes, has beneficial
effects on nature. It is responsible for the continuity of ocean islands.

2. Hurricanes: Despite all the destruction hurricanes cause, they also have significant benefits for
creation. Hurricanes increase rainfall and distribute it evenly. Hurricanes increase the density of
chlorophyll and distribute it evenly throughout the water. Hurricanes carry vast amounts of sea salt-
saturated mist from the oceans to land, helping to form regular raindrops. These clouds help scatter the
sun's radiation, balancing temperatures between morning and night. Without them, the differences
would be substantial. They argued that hurricanes are the Earth's thermostat, carrying extremely hot air
resulting from the rising ocean temperatures, thus lowering the Earth's temperature. They concluded
that these hurricanes strike a balance between a comfortable life without hurricanes and the
destruction of the Earth without them.

3. Inverted retina: The inverted or reversed retina in mammals and birds. This causes light to be
blocked, so they considered it a defect in creation. Later, they discovered that without it, severe damage
would occur to the eye.

4. Appendix: Scientists ridiculed it for years because it was useless for digestion. They later discovered
that it was beneficial for the immune system.
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5. Lightning: They were found to play a fundamental role in fixing nitrogen, which aids in the formation
of nitrates, which play a crucial role in plant growth and soil quality.

6. Extinct giant creatures like dinosaurs: They were said to be useless. But petroleum emerged from
their remains.

7. The question now is: Wouldn't it have been better to take advantage of the benefits of earthquakes,
volcanoes, and hurricanes without the losses they inflict on us? The answer is that they play another
role in disciplining humanity. This is evident in everything around us. For example, if rain is scarce,
humans and animals perish. If it exceeds the amount suitable for life, floods sweep away everything in
their path. Similarly, air: a gentle breeze refreshes, but without it, we suffocate. If the wind speed
increases, destructive hurricanes occur. That's why the Church prays in the litanies of water and air,
saying, " Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth." Nature
is a weapon in the hand of God, which He bestows upon those who fear Him, and with which He
disciplines the wicked so that they may repent and live.

8. Finally, we say that human pride makes him believe he is wiser than God the Creator. He may realize
his mistake over time and regret it, or he may continue in his stubbornness and perish.

(Verse 4): Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, ‘l will question you, and you shall answer Me.’

Listen, please = Job says this not in words of protest, but in a spirit of prayer and supplication. Here, he
says it in a spirit different from what he said before in (Job 13:22 + 9:15). What he said before was that
he wanted to speak before God as an opponent to justify himself before God. But here, he speaks as
someone who wants to learn, not as someone who wants to teach. It is as if he is saying, "Lord, do not
ask me any more confusing questions. You are convinced of my ignorance, and | want to stand before
You as an ignorant person so that you shall answer Me, which means here “to learn from your answer”.

(Verse 5): “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You.

“l have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You = How sweet and powerful is
repentance! It purifies the heart, so that one may see God. "Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall
see God."

Job had heard about God from others. He had heard of His power, His greatness, and His mercy. Now he
had experienced all of this = But now my eye sees You. Hearing is only for the mind, and this alone
provokes arguments that arise from self-righteousness. Hearing alone does not prevent self-
righteousness. Vision, however, is for the heart, and unlike hearing, it calls the truly repentant to be
silent in the presence of God, feeling unworthy. Vision opens the eyes to see God's light and glory. God's
light reveals man's impurities, leading him to humility. The more one knows God, the more humble they
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become. They will see their own insignificance in relation to God's greatness and glory. They will realize
their ignorance and cease discussion and argument.

When Job had previously only heard about God, in his self-righteousness, he sought to converse with
God. Now, after his repentance and having seen and experienced God, he remained silent and would
not speak until he learned from God.

The job of ministers is to teach people about God, to let them hear about God. The job of the Holy Spirit
is to open the eyes of our hearts to see God. Rather, He reveals Christ in us and form Him in us
(Galatians 1:16 + Galatians 4:19), transforming us into His image (2 Corinthians 3:18). The job of
ministers is to give us knowledge, but the job of God Himself goes beyond theoretical knowledge; He
goes so far as to reveal Himself within us, as if we had seen Him. Job reached this experience after God
disciplined him. When God allows His rod to discipline His children, it gives wisdom and enlightenment.

Many have heard about God from family and church, but few have seen God. Few are those with whom
God has made a home in them and revealed Himself. For God to do this, there is a condition: we must
keep His commandments. Here God reveals Himself to us (John 14:21-26) + (Matthew 5:8).

(Verse 6): Therefore | abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes.”

Therefore | abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes = In verse (5), Job's eyes were on God whom he
had seen. Here, we find his eyes on himself. He saw the reality of his situation and repented in the dust.
He rejected himself, as stated in Ezekiel 6:9 + 20:43 + 36:31. From the repetition of this phrase in the
same book, we understand that it is a sign of repentance that a person hates himself because of his
impurities.

Here, we find that the Spirit of God, who rebuked Job, fully convinced him. His repentance came from
his heart, not from his lips. His rejection of his sinful state was an internal feeling, not a superficial one.
Job had previously lain in ashes in grief over his suffering, and now a true penitent repents in dust and
ashes. The truly repentant person certainly feels that his sins are much more grievous than his physical
suffering. The truly repentant person repents for having become this way before the Holy God. The
more we see the glory of God and the reality of ourselves, the more we will despise ourselves.

The word "abhor" in its Hebrew origin means to disappear, withdraw, and vanish. Here we see Job
shrinking more and more. He had previously said, "l am insignificant." But here he says, "l want to vanish
completely," to erase myself from existence and empty myself of the position | had previously taken or
thought | was. Eliphaz had previously advised him to cast the gold on the dust so he could see and know
God, but here he did not just cast the gold, but cast himself down and vanished completely before the
Almighty God. This only comes to us through repentance. But this is not the end of the road... Job
stopped at the negative side of repentance, but Paul reached its positive side when he said, "I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me." Through repentance, the vision of
God shines upon man, and he comes face to face with God. He feels as if he is nothing, and his self
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vanishes before God. But Christ will live in him to raise him from the dust to the fullness of life. There is
no resurrection without the cross (crucifixion of passions and desires)

(Verse 7): And so it was, after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me
what is right, as My servant Job has.

Beginning with this verse, the author shifts to writing prose, rather than poetry.

Here we see God testifying to Job's righteousness. We note that God repeats the phrase "My servant
Job" four times in verses 7 and 8, and previously mentioned it in Job 1:8 and Job 2:3. This indicates God's
approval and that He rejoices in His servant Job's faithful worship, and here He testifies for him. If God
testifies for a person, what does that person care about what others say about him? If they praise him, it
will not increase his honour after God has honoured him, and if they accuse him of evil, it will not
diminish him after God has testified for him. God testified to Job's righteousness, but He disciplined him
like a son; He disciplined him while testifying to his righteousness before others. During discipline, the
clouds of discipline and suffering may obscure the righteousness of the righteous person. But God
quickly allows and removes these clouds, so that God may justify His righteous servant before others
(Psalm 37:6).

My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends = Because they condemned Job unjustifiably,
and God does not like anyone to condemn others, for judgment is His alone to do, for He is the just
Judge. Instead of reconciling God and Job, they turned their argument and consolation into a personal
conflict with Job, through which they unjustifiably tried to defeat him. But just as Christ came to
reconcile God and people, He gave His servants the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).
The words of Job's friends were full of wisdom and a testimony to God, but God saw the error of
condemnation in their hearts and held them accountable for it. Job uttered some mistakes, but he bore
witness to God and did not deny or blaspheme. God forgave him because he said them in the bitterness
of his violent pain. However, He severely blamed his friends for their accusations against Job, for they
were not as bitter as he was. Rather, while in perfect health and prosperity, they were extremely cruel
to Job, without any love or compassion. Perhaps Job's words were better than theirs. For with the spirit
of prophecy, he believed in the salvation of Christ. He believed that the reward of the righteous would
be in the afterlife, while his friends insisted that it must be here on earth. Job's words were better. In all
his arguments, he was seeking the truth. His question, "Why does God allow suffering for the
righteous?" was truly a loss of insight in his vehemence. However, he was seeking the truth, whereas his
friends' sole concern was to condemn him. God did not condemn Elihu because he bore witness to the
Lord and was a faithful servant. Rather, he alone answered Job's question: God allows discipline for the
righteous, as suffering is for discipline.
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(Verse 8): Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and
offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job shall pray for you. For | will accept him,
lest | deal with you according to your folly; because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My
servant Job has.”

Here we see Job, after being like a beggar among his friends, while they were like princes, God turned
things around. He raised Job from the dunghill after making him a humble, repentant sinner (Luke 1:52).
He exalted him, honoured him, and comforted him. Thus, to be comforted by God's comfort, we must
first submit to the conviction of the Holy Spirit within us and humble ourselves before God. God even
made Job a priest and intercessor for his friends, just as He did with Abraham (Genesis 20:7). God
honours those who honour Him. Here, God restored Job to his former state when he offered sacrifices
for His children. He even made him a symbol of Christ, who intercedes for humanity.

according to your folly = because they were proud of themselves and their words, thinking their words
were the ultimate in wisdom. But since their words were filled with hostility and condemnation of Job,
they were foolish in God's eyes. We must be humble. We do not hear here of sin offerings, for these
began with Moses. And the number 7 is associated with perfection.

(Verse 9): So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as
the Lord commanded them; for the Lord had accepted Job.

When Job offered sacrifices for his friends, God taught his friends humility. They thought they were the
closest to heaven, but God showed them the opposite. They thought they were God's beloved and close
to Him because they were healthy and untouched by evil. But Job was an evil man, so God afflicted him
with these sufferings. God proved their theory wrong. Note that the conflict between Job and his friends
did not end with a new argument, but rather everyone was reconciled through the sacrifice (that is why
we begin our liturgies with the prayer of reconciliation). It is a reconciliation between God and
humanity, as well as between man and his fellow human beings. We see Job's friends here not
hesitating to offer a sacrifice as long as this is God's will, and this proves their righteousness.

Here we see the power of intercession. Job interceded for his friends so that God’s wrath would not fall
upon them. Does intercession stop with the death of the righteous? Never. Rather, it becomes stronger.
David says in his psalm, “The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, He shall grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalm 92:12). The cedar’s usefulness as precious wood is not revealed until it is cut. In
general, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the God of the living, not the God of the dead. All the
saints through whom we intercede are alive, and their intercession is powerful. We note that as soon as
Job repented, God forgave him for all his sins.

(Verse 10): And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job
twice as much as he had before.
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God rewarded Job with earthly blessings, as heavenly spiritual blessings were not understood in the Old
Testament. Earthly material blessings were a sign of God's favour and a symbol of spiritual blessings to
come. In fact, the New Testament reveals that suffering is the path to glory and is as nothing compared
to the glory prepared for us (Romans 8:18). Our teacher James uses Job as an example of patience
(James 5:11). Through his patience, God rewarded him. The Bible teaches us, "By your patience possess
your souls." God will give us glory if we are patient and endure the cross placed upon us in this world. As
a sign of His pleasure with Job, God restored him twice as much. God did not want anyone to lose
because of him. This was a reward for his patience and a testimony before everyone of God's pleasure
with him.

twice as much = twice is the portion of the firstborn (Deuteronomy 21:17). In this, Job symbolized
Christ, the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. He gave us the inheritance, and in Him we
became firstborn, inheriting the kingdom of heaven with Him (see Hebrews 12:23 + Romans 8:16, 17 +
Hebrews 1:2, 6 + Hebrews 2:11 + Romans 8:29). Everyone who perseveres and endures trial will inherit
with Christ (James 1:12). He will have the portion of the firstborn in heaven. The portion of those who
inherit heaven with its glory and joys will be many times greater than the joys of this worldly life. Job's
suffering began with Satan's envy and evil, and ended with glory that began with God's mercy and love,
which Satan cannot resist. Job had previously complained that God was against him, but now we see
God with him, loving him, and blessing him.

And the Lord restored Job’s losses = by losing everything, he became like a captive in a distant land, and
in his conflict with God, he was like a captive. And when he saw the Lord, his captivity was restored from
the hand of Satan.

We note that God did not ask Job, in return for all the blessings He had given him, except to forgive his
friends and pray for them. God forgave Job's friends because they humbled themselves.

(Verse 11): Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before,
came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the
adversity that the Lord had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of
gold.

Job had previously complained that his friends had abandoned him in his distress. Here, we find God
comforting him with their return and their heartfelt and material support. Perhaps their material gifts
were the beginning of Job's journey, and God's blessing of the little became abundant. Indeed, it
became double what he had before. Perhaps his friends' return to him was when they realized that God
had accepted him, after they had distanced themselves from him, feeling that his calamities were a sign
of God's wrath. a piece of silver = (Genesis 33:19 + Joshua 24:32), which is a weight or standard of gold,
but its value is unknown now.
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(Verse 12): Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys.

It is clear that what he has now is exactly double what he had before.

(Verse 13): He also had seven sons and three daughters.

His children did not multiply because those who died are still alive. Thus, the total number of children
becomes double what Job had before the trial. He had seven sons and three daughters, and they died.
Now he has seven sons and three daughters. The total number becomes 14 sons and 6 daughters,
double what he had before the trial. Half in heaven and the other half on earth is an example of the one
church of Christ, which is two parts: a triumphant church in heaven and a militant church on earth.

(Verses 14-15): And he called the name of the first Jemimah, the name of the second Keziah, and the
name of the third Keren-Happuch. 15 In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the
daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers.

women so beautiful = In the Old Testament, women were praised for their beauty, while men were
commended for their strength and wealth. Some women were repeatedly described as beautiful, such
as Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and then the daughters of Job. However, we never hear of a beautiful
woman in the New Testament, and this was not even said of the Virgin Mary. According to the New
Testament, a woman's beauty is the beauty of her holiness. Indeed, Christ alone is said to be fairer than
the sons of men. His church also became beautiful because of him: "I am dark, but lovely" (Song of
Solomon 1:5). The bride is dark, meaning ugly, because of her sins, but she became beautiful through
her Christ, the reason for her beauty. By the same logic, we hear about war heroes in the Old
Testament, such as David's heroes (2 Samuel 23:18-39). There are also Gideon and Samson... but we do
not hear about mighty and strong men in the New Testament. For Christ is our strength. In Christ, we
are now strong, beautiful, and capable of everything.

Jemimah = The name means dove/day/dawn because of the dawn of God's blessings upon him after the
night of his suffering. The name also refers to beauty and God's blessings.

Keziah = A fragrant, sweet-smelling perfume called Sana. This contrasts with the previous scent of his
sores. The name refers to God's blessings and Job's joys.

Keren-Happuch = Horn of oil. It also means that God restored, returned, and repaired abundantly. The
name refers to God's transformation of his suffering into joy through great mercy.

their father gave them an inheritance = A symbol of the inheritance that Christ gave to his church.
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(Verse 16): After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren
for four generations.

After this Job lived one hundred and forty years = The Septuagint states that Job's age at the time of his
trial was 70. Generally speaking, many believe that since Job's lifetime had doubled, it is logical that his
age would have doubled as well, bringing his total age to 210 years, which corresponds to the ages in
the days of Abraham.

(Verse 17): So Job died, old and full of days.

General Overview On The Book

Trials... from God's Perspective... and Satan's

Trials refer to painful events, commonly referred to as evil, that occur to a person. As Job said, " Shall we
indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" (Job 2:10).

In this statement, we see the quality of Job's faith in God. We find him understanding that God is in
control of all things. All events, whether humans see them as good or evil, are from God or by His
permission. Therefore, he attributed what happened to God and not to the Chaldeans: " The Lord gave,
and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord ." (Job 1:21). This understanding is
certainly a high level of faith.

So what, then? Was Job's faith in this matter complete? In fact, no...it was not full. He had a false
understanding, and this was the approach through which Satan attacked him.

Job understood that God must give what is considered good to the righteous and give what is
considered evil to the wicked. In Job's view, good is certainly material (i.e. money, health, etc.). The Old
Testament did not have a clear picture of spiritual goodness and gifts (peace and joy on earth and
eternal life and eternal and glorious joy in heaven), which result from fellowship with God. We see this
in his conversations with his friends, and we observe that he does not fully grasp the concept of eternal
life, as he imagines that man comes to an end completely with death. From here came Job's question: If
he, i.e. Job, is righteous, then why does God allow him to suffer this pain? This was Satan's entrance, as
any false understanding of man's faith is a reason for Satan to doubt God's love for him or an entrance
to sin.

What Job did not understand, David understood when he said, "And in sin my mother conceived me."
(Psalm 51). David also understood the solution when he cried out, "Create in me a clean heart, O God"
He even said in another psalm, "Examine me, O Lord , and prove me; Try my mind and my heart." (Psalm
26:2). The Septuagint translates it as, "Test me, O Lord, and try me; cleanse my heart and my reins."
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Here, David understood that he was born in sin and asked God to allow some trials and suffering to
befall him so that he could attain a pure heart and be perfected. This is what the Bible calls the Lord's
discipline of His children (Hebrews 12:4-8). Job's friend Elihu had arrived at the same understanding,
which neither Job nor his other friends understood. Neither Job nor his friends understood the issue of
demons' envy of God's children and their desire to harm them.

But God, in His love, turns the envy and temptations of Satan to the good of His children. This is the
meaning of the Apostle’s saying, “all things work together for good to those who love God” (Romans
8:28).

In this sense, we find that God allowed Satan to test Job with some pain to purify him. However, the
pain was only within the limits permitted by God, for God knows how much a person can endure.
Concerning this, the Apostle Paul says, "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it." (1 Corinthians 10:13).

When Satan is allowed by God to test a person, he quickly afflicts that person with many evils. Satan's
goal is to spoil the relationship between that person and God by making the person think that God does
not love them and allows them to suffer these evils. This pushes them to clash with God and quarrel
with Him. This certainly happens to anyone who does not understand God's love for them and that
God's goal is to purify them from a specific sin from which He wants to save them.

Job's Sin From Which God Wanted to Save Him

What was Job's sin? Pride, a sense of grandeur, and a sense of self-righteousness. We notice this in his
thoughts about God and his thoughts about people. Job imagined that God had sinned against him by
allowing him to endure all this suffering, while he, Job, was righteous and sinless. He also imagined that
God had sinned by allowing evildoers like the Sabeans and Chaldeans to harm him while they were at
peace, and God did not punish them. So Job imagined that God could err or do mistakes and that he,
Job, could not err. At this point, Elihu rebuked him, and his anger flared against him (Job 32:2 + 33:8-12),
as he considered himself more righteous than God. As for his dealings with people, we hear Job's
difficult words: "But now they mock at me, men younger than I, Whose fathers | disdained to put with
the dogs of my flock." (Job 30:1).

This pride is fatal and destructive to the relationship with God, depriving man of his eternity. Therefore,
God wanted to heal him from this disease, so He put pressure on him until he became humble and
submissive.

But why does God want His children to be crushed? Does God wish to humiliate His children?!

Absolutely not. Then why?
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God wants to dwell with His children and unite with them. How can He dwell with someone arrogant
and haughty while God Himself is humble? How can opposites unite? In this, we hear that God, who
dwells on high, He also dwells with the contrite and humble of heart (Isaiah 57:15). While the Lord Christ
says, " No longer do | call you servants..." (John 15:15), we find Him saying, "So likewise you, when you
have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have

m

done what was our duty to do.”" (Luke 17:10). Therefore, we understand that we are God's beloved and
His children. Still, we must humble ourselves and be humbled so that we may meet and unite with the
humble Christ. The humble will not be carried away by Satan's ideas that call for pride, which is the
beginning of downfall. Christ's invitation to us to say that we are unprofitable servants is to protect us

from falling into the destructive sin of pride.

Satan's Temptations of Job, Permitted by God

We hear Satan say to God, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it."
(Job 1:7). What was he doing in his walking other than harming people and tempting them, whether
through his sins, into which he led them astray or through harming them? He certainly passed by Job
and tried to tempt him, but failed. We find God boasting about His servant who defeated Satan. Satan,
in his hatred of God's children, claims that Job's refusal to fall into Satan's temptation was because God
had given Job many material blessings. Satan, in his evil and hatred of God, cannot imagine that anyone
could love God for Himself. Satan's pride has completely blinded him to God's love and the sweetness
and joyfulness of fellowship with Him. Here, God allowed Satan to tempt Job. God's goal was to purify
Job, just as a furnace fire purifies gold of its impurities. However, Satan, of course, had another goal: to
cause Job to fall into conflict with God. God was certainly confident that Job could endure these trials;
otherwise, He would not have allowed Satan to test him in this way. Satan's trials of Job began as
follows:

1) Trials that did not affect his body.
2) Trials that did affect his body.
3) Using Job's wife to urge him to blaspheme God, who had caused him harm.

4) Using his friends to provoke him with their false allegations, they called him wicked and sinful. They
even made up their imaginary accusations against him, imagining that God was striking Job because of
these alleged sins.

In the first three trials, Job did not sin with his lips (Job 2:10); however, his heart harboured many
grievances against God. Therefore, God allowed his friends to provoke him and put him under intense
pressure so that the wound would open, the pus would drain, and Job would be healed. The reason for
Job's downfall was that he considered God to be hostile to him without cause, so he entered into a
harsh rebuke with God, revealing what was in his heart.
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God has witnesses who speak what He wants.

God said to the prophet Jeremiah, "You shall be as My mouth" (Jeremiah 15:19). Here we find the young
man Elihu as the mouth of God, revealing to Job the truth that Job had been ignorant of. Elihu's words
are summarized as follows:

1) God does not err. And therefore cannot be questioned. Everything He allows is for good.
2) God disciplines with pain, and there is no perfect person who is not in need of discipline.

3) There is certainly a flaw within Job for which the Lord is disciplining him. If Job does not know it, he
should ask God about it and say, " Teach me what | do not see; If | have done iniquity, | will do no
more’?" (Job 34:31, 32).

God was Job's physician. After healing him from his sense of grandiosity, pride, and self-righteousness,
he met with God, and God spoke to him. He returned to God, and God returned to him, striking him and
healing him (Isaiah 19:22).

But note the order of events leading to healing:

1) The beginning was with trials that led to the disappearance of Job's sense of grandeur.

2) The pressure of his friends brought out what was inside him.

3) The words of Elihu, which enabled Job to acknowledge his mistakes, paved the way for God to speak.

4) God speaks, and God had not spoken before. Job, with his swollen heart, would not have the ears to
hear God's voice. Therefore, God first prepared Job's senses to listen. This is the meaning of the Lord's
words, " Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God." (Matthew 5:8).

We see the sweetness of God's dealings with His children. We do not find a word of reproach from God
toward Job. Rather, God raises him before his friends, asking him to pray for them so that He may
honour him in their eyes. God compensates him twice for everything he had once possessed and lost.

The rest of his reign was characterized by nothing but debauchery and bloodshed. He was killed in the
year 465. The name Ahasuerus is a Roman pronunciation, and in Greek, it is Xerxes Z€p&nc. In Persian, it
is Ardashir.
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